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[fji-f  By  the  KING. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Declaring  the  ceflation  of  a: ms,  as  well  by  fea 
as  land,  agreed  upon  between  his  [vdajefty, 
the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  the  King  of  Spain, 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
.  and  the  United  Stai.es  of  America',  and  en¬ 
joining  the  obfervance  thereof. 

GEORGE  R. 

Whereas  provisional  articles  were  figned  at 
f*.iVls,  on  the  30th  day  of  Me vcm ter  laid,  be¬ 
tween  our  Coinmiffi  ner  for  treating  of  peace 
with  the  Commillioners  ol  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Commillioners  of  the  faid 
States,  to-be  inferted  in  and  to  conftitute  the 
treaty  of  peace  propofei  to  be  concluded  be¬ 
tween  us  and  the  faid  United  States,  when 
terms  of  peace  fhouli  be  agreed  upon  between 
•us  and  his  Mo  t  Chriftian  Mnjefty  :  And 
Whereas  preliminaries  for  reftoring  peace  be¬ 
tween  us  and  his  Mail  Chriftian  Majdty  was 
fi  sited  atVerfailles  on  the  20th  day  of  Jan.  lair, 
fcy  the  M  millers  of  us  and  the  Molt  Chriitian 
King:  And  whereas  preliminaries  for  reftoring 
peace  between  us  and  the  King  of  Spain  were 
aiio  figiied  at  Versailles  cn  the  noth  day  of  Jan. 
lalt,  between  the  Ministers  of  us  and  the  King 
ef  Spain  :  And  whereas  for  putting  an  end  to 
the  calamity  of  war  as  foon  and’  as  far  as  may 
he  poffibie,  i:  hath  been  agreed  between  us,  his 
Mod  Chriftian  Majelty,  the  King  of  Spun, 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  as  follows  ;  that 
is  to  fay. 

That  fach  vcffels  and  effects  as  ihould  be  ta  • 
ken  m  the  Channel  ur.d  in  the  North  Seas, 
after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  to  be  computed 
■from  the  ratification  of  the  (ai  l  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticles,  ihould  be  reftored  on  all  fides:  That  the 
term  fiiould  be  one  month  from  the  Channel 
and  live  North  Seas  as  far  as  the  Canary  Illands 
incluhv-Ty,  whether  in  the  Ocean  or  in  the 
Mediterranean;  two  months  from  the  faid 


Canary  Illands  as  far  as  the  Equinoctial  Line 
or  Equ..tor ;  and,  1  fitly,  five  m-nths  in  all 
other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any  exception, 
or  any  other  more  particular  deicription  of  time 
or  place.  V 

And  whereas  the  ratifications  of  the  faid  pre¬ 
liminary  articles  between  us  and  the  Moll 
Chriitian  King,  indue  form,  were  exchanged 
by  the  Mjniiters  of  us  and  of  the  Molt  Chrif¬ 
tian  King,  on  the  3d  day  of  this  inftant  Fe¬ 
bruary;  and  the  ratifications  of  the  faid  preli¬ 
minary  articles  between  us  and  the  King  of 
Spain  were  exchanged  between  the  Mini  liters  of 
us  i  id  ofthe  King  of  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  this 
jnftant  Feb  uary ;  from  wh'ch  days  relpedtive- 
the  fcveral  terms  above-mentioned,  of  twelve 
da  s,  of  one  mo  th,  of  two  months,  and  of 
five  months,  arc  to  be  computed:  And  whereas 
it  is  our  royal  will  and  pleafurc  that  the  ce(Ti- 
tion  of  holtilirids  between  us  and  the  States 
General  ofthe  United  Provinces,  and  the  United 
States  ot  America,  ihould  be  agreeable  to  the 
epochs  fixed  between  us  and  the  Mod  Chriftian 
King: 

We  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to  notify  the  famc  ta 
all  our  loving  fubjefls  ;  and  we  uo  declare,  that 
bur  royal  will  and  rleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby 
ftrittiy  charge  and  command  all  our  Officers, 
both  at  fea  and  land,  and  all  other  our  fubjedts 
wbatfoever,  to  forbear  all  adts  of  hoftility,  ei¬ 
ther  by  fea  or  land,  againft  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral  of  tiie  United  Provinces,  and  the  Uni. ed 
States  of  America,  their  vaffals  or  fubjedts, 
from  and  after  the  refpedtive  times  above- 
mentioned,  and  under  the  penalty  of  incurring 
our  higheft  difpleafure. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
14th  day  of  February,  in  the  23d 
year  of  our  reign,  aniin  the  year  of 
cur  Lord  17S3. 

God  fave  the  King. 


&  >\ 


Extrr.fr  of  a  latter,  dated  '  .  ravidcnce, 

April  25,  17^3,  to  a  gentleman  at.St.  Au- 

guftine.  ''  /}(, 

Governmcnt-hilJ,  April  25,  1781. 

**  Dear  Sir, 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on 
the  night  of  the  1 6th  inftant  vve  a  rived  at  the 
falt-key  with  our  fleet,  four  miles  diftant  from 
the  eaftcrn  fort,  which  confified  of  13  pieces  of 
cannon.  1  landed  about  a  mile  from  it  a  little 
after  day-light  with  my  formidable  body  of 
about  160  men,  and  proceeded  againft  it. with 
ali  poliible  expedition,  determined  to  ftorm  im¬ 
mediate.)-  ;  but  there  being  a ’plain  for  fom e 
dlltance  round  their  fortifications,  gave  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  of  difeovering  us,  when 
they  in  great  confufion  abandoned  the  fort,  and 
drew  up  in  a  field  near  a  wood.  As  foon  as  I 
came  up  with  them  they  fired  upon  us.'  My 
young  troops  charged  them,  made  two  prison¬ 
ers,  and  drove  their  main  body  in  great  irregu¬ 
larity  into  town.  We  fiuftained  no  lofs  on  our 
fide.  Capt.  Wheeler  and  Dow,  detached  about 
"O  men  in  boats  to  board  three  formidable  gal¬ 
lics,  that  lay  abreaft  of  the  ealtern  fjrt,  which 
was  effedted  about  the  time  of  my  fkirmifti  with 
the  enemy.  On  my  going  to  take  poffeflion  c4f 
the  fort,  I  fmclt  a  match  on  fire,  which  cir- 
cumftance,  together  wi  h  their  abandoning 
their  works  fo  readily,  gate  me  reafon  to  fal- 
pc£h  their  intention;.  ]  immediately  had  the 
two  prifoners  confined  in  the  fort,  anj  halted 
.my  troops  at  fome  di fiance  from  it;  but  felf- 
prefervation  being  fo  natural  a  reflection,  they 
fi  n  discovered  the  match  that  was  on  fire, 
which,  in  half  an  hour  would  have  been  com¬ 
municated  to  the  magazine  and  two  mines  that 
were  laid  for  the  purpofe.  Abou.  two  hours 
a  ter  I  had  p  iflefljon  of  the  fort,  his  Excellency 
Governor  Claraco,  fent  out  a  flag,  giving  (one 


trifling  informa'ion  of  a  peace.  I  fuppofed  his 
information  emiie.y  for  chc  purpofe  0:  putting 
off  time  and  amulttig  me;  1  therefore,  Shortly 
aSier  the  return  of  his  flag,  demanded  a  fur- 
r  nder  of  chc  ga.rifon  ac  oif.retion,  in  fifteen 
minutes.  In  anlwer  to  which  his  Excel. ency 
waved  the  furrerder,  anJ  requeft#3  a  confer¬ 
ence  with  me  perlona  ly,  when  he  made  offers, 
which  I  Thought  rodent  to  accept,  and  to 
eftablith  a  truce  between  us  for  fome  days ;  bug 
fortunately  his  Excellency  was  discovered  to  os 
carrying  on  his  works,  and  not  adhering  fo 
ftriftly  to  the  terms  or  the  ru.e  as  he  ought; 
this  g-ve  me  an  opportunity  of  commencing 
ncirmnes  at  once  witn  mm.  1  imnieuiaceiy 
l  .r.  jnl  >*Sght  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  from  the 
captured  ’.etfels,  viz.  one  brig  and  two  (loops, 
with  24  and  j-  pounders,  with  which  I  dole  a 
inarch  in  the  night  of  the  17th  infiant,  and 
funk  my  cannon  in  the  folid  rock  on  Society- 
hill,  which  is  about  400  yards  from  theif  grand 
fortrels,  confiding  of  21  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
t  .vo  fmail  flanking- batteries  of  dw.ee  guns  each. 
On  an  adjacent  hill  I  eredted  a  work  with  one 
j2  and  four  4  pounders,  which  was  not  300 
yards  diftar.ee  from  them,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  M'Kenzie  ;  a  third  work  of  two  g  pound¬ 
ers  was  net  c  impleat.  The  enemy  kept  up  a 
Heavy  fir-.,  and  throwing  off  (hells  during  th«* 
night,  which  hr  d  no  bad  etfedt.  On  the  morn 
ingot" the  i3th,  haying  two  batteries  ready 
open  on  them,  and  a  third,  which,  though  n 
compleat,  could  have  annoyed  them  greatly, 
befues  two  gallics  with  twenty  4  pounders,  I 
gave  his  Excellency  .  nee  more  an  opportunity 
of  favin  tiie  li  ves  of  his  men  from  the  horriu 
conferences  attending  a  work  being  carried  by 
ftorm."  Upon  which  his  Excellency  fumnder- 
cd  the  garnlon.  br  our’s,  &g. 

A.  D' 


LETTER  from  GEN.  WASHINGTON  to  GEN.  PUTNAM. 


Dear  Sib,  Head  Quarters,  zd 
1*1%  June  1783. 

vOUR  favour  of  the  joth  of  May  I 
*  received  with  much  pleafure.  For 
I  can  allure  you  that  artiong  the  many 
•worthy  and  meritorious  officers  with 
whom  I  have  had  the  happinefs  to  be 
connected  in  fervice  through  thecourfe 
of  this  war,  and  from  whofe  cheerful 
affiftancc  in  the  various  and  trying 
viciilitudes  of  a  complicated  conceit, 
the  name  of  a  Putnam  is  not  forgotten  ; 
nor  will  be,  but  with  that  ftroke  of 
time  which  lhall  obliterate  from  my 
piind  the  remembrance  of  all  thofe 
toils  and  fatigues,  through  which  we 
have  flruggled  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  rights,  liberties,  and  independence 
of  our  country. 

Your  congratulations  on  the  happy 
profpedts  of  peace  and  independent 
lecurity,  with  their  attendant  blcffings 
to  the  United  States,  I  receive  with 
great  fatisfaCtion  ;  and  beg  that  you 
will  accept  a  return  of  my  gratulations 
to  you  on  this  aufpicious  event ;  an 
event  in  which,  great  as  it  is  in  ltfclf, 
and  glorious  as  it  will  probably  be  in 
its  confequcnccs,  you  have  a  right  to 
participate  largely, from  thediftinguilh- 
ed  part  you  have  contributed  towards 
its  attainment. 

But  while  I  contemplate  the  great- 
refs  of  the  objeft^for  which  we  have 
contended,  and  felicitate  you  on  the 
happy  ifTue  of  our  toils  and  labours, 
which  ha-'e  terminated  with  fuch  ge¬ 
neral  fatisfaCtion  •,  1  lament  that  you 
fhould  feel  the  ungrateful  returns  of  a 
country,  in  whofe  fervice  you  have  ex- 
haufled  your  bodily  Ifrength,  and 
expended  the  vigour  of  a  youthful 
conltitution.  I  wilh,  however,  that 
your  expectations  of  returning  libe¬ 
rality  may  be  verified.  I  have  a  hope 
Uiey  may  ; — but  Ihould  they  not,  your 


cafe  will  not  be  a  fingular  one.  In-, 
gratitude  bat  been  experienced  in  all 
ages,  and  republics  in  particular 
have  ever  been  famed  for  the  exercife 
of  that  unnatural  and  fordid  vice. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  who  is  now 
here,  informs  me  that  you  have  ever 
been  confidered  as  entitled  to  full  pay 
fince  your  abfence  from  the  field  ;  and 
that  you  will  {till  be  confidered  in  that 
light  until  the  clofe  of  the  war;  at 
which  period  you  will  be  equally  en¬ 
titled  to  the  fame  emoluments  of  half 
pay,  or  commutation,  as  other  officers 
of  your  rank.  The  fame  opinion  isalfo 
given  by  the  Paymafter  General,  whois 
now  with  the  army,  impowered  by  Mr. 
Morris  for  the  fettlement  of  all  their 
accounts,  and  who  will  attend  to  yours 
whenever  you  lhall  think  proper  to 
fend  them  for  the  purpofe,  which  it 
will  probably  be  bell  for  you  to  do  in 
a  Ihort  time. 

I  anticipate  with  pleafure  the  day 
(and  that  1  truft  not  far  off)  when  £ 
lhall  quit  the  bufy  feenes  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  employment,  and  retire  to  the 
more  tranquil  walks  of  domeftic  life. 
In  that,  or  whatever  other  fnuation 
Providence  may  difpofe  of  my  future 
days,  the  remembrance  of  the  many 
friendlhips  and  connections  I  have  had 
the  happinefs  to  contract  with  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  will  be  one  of 
my  mod  grateful  reflections.  Under¬ 
fills  contemplation,  and  impreffed  with 
the  l'entiments  of  benevolence  and  re¬ 
gard,  I  commend  you,  my  dear  Sir,  my 
other  friends,  and  with  them  the  in- 
terefts  and  happinefs  of  our  dear  coun¬ 
try,  to  the  keeping  and  protection  of 
Almighty  God. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c, 
GEO.  WASHINGTON, 
To  the  Hon.  major  geh. pvtnam. 

TRAN- 


Extr  5  of  a  letter  from  General  Sir  Guy 
Carle  ton,  fC*B.  &c.  dated  New-York,  June 
20,1-83.  /?>? 

“  My  Lord, 

“1  transmit,  for  your  lordfhi p’s  informati¬ 
on,  a  e  :py  of  ccloncl  Deveaux's  letter,  convey¬ 
ing  an  account  of  the  recapture  of  the  Bahama 
Jflands,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  capitula¬ 
tion.  I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip\  molt  obe¬ 
dient,  and  moil  humble  fervan', 

GUY  CARLETON.” 


Right  Hon.'  Lord  North* 


Sir 


Ixtradi  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Devdaux  to 

Guy  Carleton,  dated  New-Providciicc,  Jane 

6.  17^3- 

“  1  hare  the  pleafure  to  inform  your  Excel¬ 
lency,  that  on  the  firft  of  April  laft,  not  having 
heard  that  peace  was  concluded,  I  formed  from 
St.  Auguftine  an  expedition  againll  New-Pro- 
vidence,  to  reftore  its  iiihabitants,  with  thoi'e 
of  the  adjacent  iflands,  to  chc  bleifings  of  a 
free  government.  1  undertook  this  expedition 
at  my  own  expence,  and  embarked  my  meri, 
which  did  not  exceed  fixty-five,  and  ('ailed  for 
W  ••rbour-Ifland,  where  I  recruited  for  four  or 
fi  e  days  ;  from  thence  I  fet  fail  for  my  objetb, 
which  was  the  eaftern  fort  on  the  iflandof  Pro¬ 
vidence,  and  which  I  carried  about  day-light, 
with  three  of  their  formidable  galiies  on'  the 
J4th.  I  immediately  fummoned  the  grand 
tortrefs  to  furrendcr,  which  was  about  a  mile 
from  the  fort  I  had  taken  )  his  excellency  the 
governor  evaded  the  purport  of  my  flag,  by 
giving  me  fome  trifling  informations,  which  I 
took  in  t’'eir  true  light.  On  the  16th  I  took 


pafibflion  of  tw.>  commanding  hill:,  and  erec¬ 
ted  a  battery  on  each  of  them  of  twelve  poun¬ 
ders.  At  day-light  on  the  1 8th,  my  batteries 
being  complete,  the  Englifli  colours  were  h.yfteJ 
on  each  of  thdm,  which  were  v/thlri  nu-fkdt- 
fh  it  of  their  grand  fortrefs.  His  excellency 
finding  his  (hot  and  (hells  of  no  effeft,  the  >ght 
proper  to  capitulate,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  in- 
clofed  articles.  My  force  never,  at  any  time, 
confided  of  more  than  22o  men,  and  not  above 
j  50  of  them  had  tnulkets,  not  having  had  it  in 
my  power  to  procure  them  at  St.  Auguft.ne. 

“  I  took  on  this  occafion  one  fort,  conli ding 


•f  1  3  pieces  of  cannnn,  three  galiies  carrying 
24  pounders,  and  a.b»ut  50  mi n. 

“  His  excellency  furrendered  four  batteries 
with  about  •jo  pieces  of  cannon,  and  four  large 
galiies  (brigs  and  fnov.s)  which  1  have  fent  to 
the  Havanniwith  the  troops  as  flags ;  I  there¬ 
fore  (land  in  heed  of  your  excellency’s  advice 
and  diredtions  in  my  prefent  fituation,  and  ihall 
be  exceedingly  happ^  to  receive  them  as  foot* 
as  poflible. 

“  I  hal  letters  written  for  your  excellency  ori 
tlii ;  occafion  iince  the  middle  of  Lift  month  J 
but  the  veficl  by  which  the/  were  to  have  beei\' 
conveyed  went  off  and  left  them,  fherefore  hop^ 
your  excellency  v/ill  not  think  it  my  neglecb  ia 
notheving  the  accounts  before  this". 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  excellency's 
mold  obedient,  arid  very  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  A.  DEVEAtfX." 

Colonel  and  commanding  Royal  fo refers, 
Neifr-ProviddnC'4, 

June  6,  ,78-3.  k  '  ^ 


A  Circular  Letter  from  his  Excellency  George  Waffiington,  Commander  in  Chief 


1.01 


of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


(CIRCULAR.) 
Head-Quarters,  Newburgh,  June  18, 1783. 
S  I  R, 

rT~,HE  great  objefl  for  which  I  had  the 
JL  honour  to  hold  an  appointment  in 
the  fervice  of  my  country,  being  accom- 
plifhed,  I  am  now  preparing  to  refign  it 
into  the  hands  of  Congrels,  and  return  to 
that  domeflic  retirement,  which,  it  is 
well  known,  I  left  with  the  greateft  re¬ 
luctance  a  retirement  for  which  I 
have  never  ceafeJ  to  figh  through  a  long 
and  painful  abfencc,  in  which  (remote 
from  the  nojfe  and  trouble  of  the  world) 
I  meditate  to  pal's  the  remainder  of  life, 
in  a  (late  of  undillurbed  repole  ;  but, 
before  I  carry  this  refolution  into  effeft, 
1  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
make  this  my  lad  official  communication, 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  events 
which  heaven  has  been  pleafed  to  pro¬ 
duce  in  our  favour,  to  offer  my  len- 
timents  refpefling  fome  important  fubjefts 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately  con- 
ne&ed  with  the  tranquillity  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  my  leave  of  vonr  Excel¬ 
lency  as  a  public  character,  and  to  give 
my  final  bleffing  to  that  country,  in 
whofe  fervice  I  have  fpent  the  prime  of 
my  life  ;  for  whofe  fake  I  have  confumed 
lo  many  anxious  days  and  watchful  nights, 
and  whole  bappinefs,  being  extrcmly  dear 
to  me,  will  always  conftitute  no  iriconC- 
derabie  part  of  my  own. 

Impreffed  with  the  livelieft  fenfibility 
on  this  piealing  occafion,  1  will  claim  the 
indulgence  of  dilating  the  more  copioufly 
on  the  fubje&  of  our  mutual  felicitation. 
When  we  conlider  the  magnitude  of  die 
prize  we  contended  for,  the  doubtful  na¬ 
ture  of  the  contelf,  and  the  favourable 
ir.auner  in  which  it  has  terminated  ;  we 
Dull  find  the  greateft  poffible  rcafon  for 
gratitude  and  rejoicing ;  this  is  a  dieme 
that  will  afford  infinite  delight  to  every 
benevolent  and  liberal  mind,  whether  the 
event  in  contemplation  be  conlidered  as 
the  fource  of  prefent  enjoyment,  or  the 
arent  of  future  happinels  ;  and  we  {hall 
ave  equal  occafion  to  felicitate  ourfelves 
oathe  lot  which provideuce  hasaffigned us, 


whether  we  view  it  in  a  natural,  or  a  po¬ 
litical,  or  moral  point  of  light. 

The  citizens  of  America  placed.in  the 
moft  enviable  condition,  as  the  foie  lords 
and  proprietors  of  a  vail  traft  of  con¬ 
tinent,  comprehending  all  the  various  foils 
and  climates  of  the  world,  and  abound¬ 
ing  with  all  the  neceffaties  and  conveniences 
of  life,  and  now  by  the  late  fatisfaftory 
pacification,  acknowledged  to  be  poffeffed 
of  abfolute  freedom  and  independency; 
they  are  from  this  period  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  aftors  on  a  moft  confpicuous 
theatre,  which  feeins  to  be  peculiarly  de- 
fignated  by  providence  for  the  difplay  of 
human  greatnefs  and  felicity:  here  they 
are  not  only  furrounded  with  every  thing 
that  can  contribute  to  the  completion  of 
private  and  domeflic  enjoyment,  but  hea¬ 
ven  has  ciowned  ail  its  other  bleffings  by 
giving  a  furer  opportunity  for  political 
bappinefs,  than  any  other  nation  has  ever 
been  favoured  with.  Nothing  can  illuf- 
trate  thefe  oblervations  more  forcibly  than 
a  recolleflion  of  the  happy  conjunfture 
of  times  and  circumstances,  under  which 
our  republic  affumed  its  rank  among  the 
nations. — The  foundation  of  our  empire 
was  not  laid  in  the  gloomy  age  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  fuperftition,  but  at  an  epocha 
when  the  rights  of  mankind  were  better 
underiiood  and  more  clearly  defined,  than 
at  any  former  period  :  reiearches  of  the 
human  mind  after  foetal  happinefs  have 
been  carried  to  a  great  extent :  the  trea- 
fures  of  knowledge  acquired  bv  the  la¬ 
bours  of  pliilofophers,  fagesand  legifiators, 
through  a  long  fucceflion  of  years,  are  laid 
open  for  ufe,  and  their  collefled  wifdom 
may  be  happily  applied  in  the  eflabhib- 
ment  of  our  forms  of  government :  the 
free  cultivation  of  letters,  the  unbound¬ 
ed  extenfion  of  commerce,  the  piogreffive 
refinement  of  manners,  the  growing  li¬ 
berality  of  fentiment,  and,  above  all,  the 
ure  and  benign  light  of  revelation,  have 
ad  a  meliorating  influence  on  mankind, 
and  encreafed  the  bleffings  of  fociety. 
At  this  aufpicious  period  the  United 
States  came  into  exiflence  as  a  nation, 
and  if  their  citizens  ffiould  not  be  com¬ 
pletely  free  and  happy,  the  fault  will  be 
entirely  their  owa. 

Such. 


r 


■A 


. 


FOR  A  U 

Such  is  our  fituation,  and  fuch  are  our 
profpe&s ;  but  notwithftanding  the  cup 
of  bleffing  is  thus  reached  out  to  us, 
notwithltanding  happinefs  is  ours,  if  we 
have  a  difpofition  to  feize  the  occafion, 
and  make  it  our  own  j  yet  it  appears  to 
me,  there  is  an  option  {till  left  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  whether  they 
will  be  refpeftable  and  profperous,  or 
contemptible  and  miferable  as  a  nation; 
this  is  the  time  of  their  political  proba¬ 
tion  ;  this  is  the  moment,  when  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  world  are  turned  upon  them ; 
this  is  the  moment  to  eftabhlh  or  ruin 
their  national  charafters  for  ever  ;  this  is  the 
favourable  moment  to  give  fuch  a  tone  to 
the  federalgovernment,  as  will  enable  it  to 
anfwer  the  ends  of  its  inftitution;  or 
this  may  be  the  ill-fated  moment  for  re¬ 
laxing  the;  powers  of  the  union,  annihilat¬ 
ing  the  cement  of  the  confederation,  and 
expofing  us  to  become  the  fport  of  Euro¬ 
pean  politics,  which  would  play  one  Hate 
againlt  another,  to  prevent  their  growing 
importance,  and  to  ferve  their  own  in- 
terefted  purpofes.  For,  according  to  the 
fyftem  of  policy  the  hates  ihall  adopt  at 
this  moment,  they  will  lland  or  fall 
and,  by  their  confirmation  or  lapfe,  it 
is  yet  to  be  decided,  whether  the  revo¬ 
lution  mull  ultimately  be  confidered  as 
a  bleffing  or  a  curie  ; — a  bleffing  or  a 
curfe,  not  to  the  prefen t  age  alone,  for 
with  our  fate  will  the  dettiny  of  unborn 
millions  be  involved. 

With  this  conviction  of  the  importance 
of  the  prefent  crifis,  filence  in  me  wouid 
be  a  crime  ;  I  will  therefore  fpeak 
to  your  excellencv  the  language  of  free¬ 
dom  and  of  fincerity,  without  difguii'e. 
I  am  aware,  however,  thofc  who  differ 
-  from  me  in  political  fentiments  may, 
perhaps,  remaik,  I  am  ftepptng  out  of 
the  proper  line  of  my  duty  ;  and  they 
may  poflibly  aferibe  to  arrogance  or  olten- 
tation,  what  I  know  is  alone  the  refult 
of  the  pureft  intention  ;  but  the  rectitude 
of  my  own  heart,  which  dtfdains  fuch 
unworthy  motives ;  the  part  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  aCted  m  life,  the  determination  I 
have  formed  of  not  taking  any  (hare  in 
public  buftnefs  hereafter  ;  the  ardent  de¬ 
fire  1  feel  and  {hall  continue  to  manifeft, 
of  quietly  enjoying  in  private  life,  after 
all  the  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of  a  wife 
and  liberal  government,  will  I  flatter  my- 
fclf,  fooner  or'latter,  convince  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  that  I  could  have  no  finiller 
spews  in-delivering  with  fo  little  referve, 
the  opinions  contained  in  this  addreis. 
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There  are  four  things  which  I  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  are  efl’ential  to  the  well¬ 
being,  I  may  even  venture  to  fay,  to 
the  exiftence  of  the  United  States  as  an 
independent  power. 

ill.  An  indilfoluble  union  of  the  dates 
under  one  federal  head. 

2dly.  A  facred  regard  to  public  juflice, 

3d]y.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace 
cftablifliment.  And, 

4thly.  The  prevalence  of  that  pacific 
and  friendly  difpofition  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  United  States,  which  will  in¬ 
duce  them  to  forget  their  local  prejudices 
and  policies,  to  make  thofe  mutual  con- 
ceflions  which  are  requifite  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  profperity,  and,  in  foine  inftances, 
to  facrifice  their  individual  advantages  to 
the  intereft  of  the  community. 

Thefe  are  the  pillars  on  which  the  glo¬ 
rious  fabric  of  our  independency  and  na¬ 
tional  charafler  rriuft  be  fupported. — Li¬ 
berty  is  the  bafis — and  whoever  would 
dare  to  fap  the  foundation  or  overturn 
the  ftru&ure,  under  yffiatever  fpecious  pre¬ 
texts  be  may  attempt  it, will  meritthe  bitter- 
eft  execration,  and  the  fevereft  punilhmenf, 
which  can  be  inflifted  by  his  injured 
country. 

On  the  three  firft  articles  I  will  make 
a  few  obfervations  ;  leaving  the  laft  to 
the  good  fenfe,  and  lerious  confideratiou 
of  tbofe  immediately  concerned. 

Under  the  firft  head,  although  it  may 
not  be  neceilury  or  proper  for  me  in  tins 
place  to  enter  into  a  particular  difquifi- 
tion  of  the  principles  of  the  union,  and 
to  take  up  the  great  queftion  which  has 
been  frequently  agitated,  whether  it  be 
expedient  and  requifite  for  the  {fates  to 
delegate  a  larger  proportion  of  power  to 
Congrefs,  or  not ;  yet  it  will  be  a  part 
of  my  duty,  and  that  of  every  true  pa¬ 
triot  to  aflert,  without  referve,  and  to 
fift  upon  the  following  propofitions.--— 
That  unlefs  the  dates  will  fuffer  Congrefs 
to  exeicife  thofe  prerogatives  they  are 
undoubtedly  inverted  with  by  the  confti- 
tution,  every  tiling  muft  very  rapidly 
tend  to  anarchy  and  cor.fufion.  That  it 
15  mdifpenfible  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
individual  {fates,  that  there  rtiould  be 
lodged,  fomewhere,  a  fupreme  power  to 
regulate  and  govern  the  general  concerns 
of  the  confederated  republic,  without 
which  the  union  cannot  be  of  long  du¬ 
ration. 

That  there  muft  be  a  faithful  and 
pointed  compliance  on  the  part  of  every 
lfate  with  the  fate  propofals  and  demands 
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of  Congrefs,  or  the  rnoft  fatal  confe- 

quenccs  will  enjue. - That  whatever 

meafures  have  a  tendency  to  diflolve 
the  union,  or  contribute  to  violate  or 
lcflen  the  fovereign  authority,  ought  to 
be  confidercd  as  hoflile  to  the  liberty  and 
independency  of  America,  and  the  au¬ 
thors  of  them  treated  accordingly.— And 
lallly,  that  unlcfs  wc  can  be  enabled  by 
the  concurrence  of  the  Dates  to  partici¬ 
pate  of  the  fruits  of  the  revolution,  and 
enjoy  the  cflcntial  benefits  of  civil  foci- 
eiy,  under  a  form  of  government  fo  free 
and  uncorrupted,  fo  happilyguardedagainft 
the  danger  of  opprelfion,  as  has  been  de- 
vifed  and  adopted  by  tbe  articles  of  con¬ 
federation,  it  will  be  a  fubjefk  of  regret, 
that  fo  much  blood  and  trealure  have  been 
lavifhcd  for  no  purpofe  ;  that  fo  many 
fufferings  have  been  encountered  without 
a  compenfation,  and  that  fo  many  facri- 
ficcs  have  been  made  in  vain.  Many 
other  confidcrations  might  here  be  adduc¬ 
ed  to  prove,  that  without  an  entire  con¬ 
formity  to  the  fpirit  of  the  union,  we 
cannot  cxifl  as  an  independent  power. 
It  will  be  fullicient  for  my  purpofe  to 
mention  but  one  or  two,  which  feem  to 
me  of  the  greatefl  importance.  It  is  on¬ 
ly  in  our  united  charadter,  as  an  empire, 
that  our  independence  is  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  our  power  can  be  regarded, 
or  our  credit  fupported  among  foreign 
nations.  The  treaties  of  the  European 
powers,  with  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  will  have  no  validity  on  a  dilfolu- 
tion  of  the  union.  We  (hall  be  left 
nearly  in  a  Hate  of  nature,  or  we  may 
find  by  our  own  unhappy  experience, 
that  there  is  a  natural  and  neccllary  pro- 
grU'ion  from  the  extreme  of  anarchy  to 
the  extreme  of  tyranny ;  and  that  ar¬ 
bitrary  power  is  molt  cafily  eftablifhejl 
on  the  ruins  of  liberty  abufed  to  licen- 
tioufnefs. 

As  to  the  fccond  article,  which  refpcfls 
tbe  performance  of  public  juftice,  C011- 
grefs  have  in  their  late  addrefs  to  the 
United  States,  almofl  exhanfted  the  fub- 
jc£t  ;  they  have  explained  their  ideas 
fo  fully,  and  have  enforced  the  obliga¬ 
tions  the  States  arc  under  to  render  com¬ 
plete  juftice  to  all  the  public  creditors, 
with  lo  much  dignity  and  energy,  that, 
in  my  opinion,  no  real  friend  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  independency  of  America  can 
hefitate  a  bugle  moment  rcfpecling  the 
propriety  of  complying  with  the  jutl  and 
honourable  meafures  propofed ;  if  their 
arguments  do  not  produce  conviction, 
I  know  of  nothing  that  will  have  greater 
influence,  elpecially  when  we  recollett 


that  tbe  fyffem  referred  to,  being  tbe 
rcfult  of  the  colleffed  wifdom  of  the 
continent,  mud  be  eficemed,  if  not 
pcrfeft,  certainly  the  lead  objeftionable 
of  any  that  could  be  devifed  ;  and  that 
if  it  (hall  not  be  carried  into  immediate 
execution,  a  national  bankrupey,  with  all 
its  deplorable  corrfequences,  will  take 
place  before  any  different  plan  can  poffi- 
bly  be  propofed  or  adopted  ;  fo  prefilng 
are  the  preJcnt  circumftances,  aad  fuch  is 
the  alternative  now  offered  to  the  States. 

The  ability  of  the  country  to  difeharge 
the  debts,  which  have  been  incurred  in 
irs  defence,  is  not  to  be  doubted  :  an 
inclination,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  not  be 
wanting;  the  path  of  our  duty  is  plain 
before  us :  honefty  will  be  found,  on  every 
experiment  to  be  the  belt  and  only  true 
policy.  Let  us  then,  as  a  nation,  be  jufl;  • 
let  us  fulfil  the  public  contrafls  which 
Congrefs  had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  make 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
with  the  lame  good  faiih  we  fuppofe 
ourfelves  bound  to  perform  our  private 
engagements.  In  the  mean  time  let  an 
attention  to  tbe  cbearful  performance  of 
their  proper  bufinefs,  as  individuals,  and 
as  members  of  fociety,  be  carneftly  in¬ 
culcated  on  the  citizens  of  America ; 
then  will  they  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
government  and  be  happy  under  its  pro- 
teflion.  Every  one  will  reap  the  fruit 
of  his  labours  :  every  one  will  enjoy  his 
own  acqdifitions,  without  molellation  and 
without  danger. 

In  this  ftate  of  abfolute  freedom  and 
perfeft  fecuriiv,  who  will  grudge  to  yield 
a  very  little  of  his  property  to  fupport 
the  common  interefts  of  fociety,  and  en- 
furc  the  protection  of  government  ?  who 
does  not  remember  the  frequent  decla¬ 
rations  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
that  we  fhould  be  completely  fatislied, 
if  at  the  expcnce  of  one  half,  wc  could 
defend  the  remainder  of  our  poffelfions  ? 
where  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who  wifhes 
to  remain  indebted  for  the  defence  of 
his  own  perfon  and  property  to  the  exer¬ 
tions,  the  bravery  and  tbe  blood  of  others, 
without  making  one  generous  effort  to 
repay  the  debt  of  honour  and  gratitude  ? 
in  what  part  of  the  continent  fliall  we 
find  any  man  or  body  of  men,  who  would 
not  blufli  to  (land  up  and  propofe  mea¬ 
fures.  purpofely  calculated  to  rob  ihe  foldi- 
er  of  his  -flipend,  and  the  public  creditor  of 
his  due  ?  and  were  it  poltible  fuch  a  fla¬ 
grant  inftanre  of  injuftiee  could  ever  hap¬ 
pen,  would  it  not  excite  the  general  indigna¬ 
tion,  and  tend  to  bring  down,  upon  the 
authors  _of  fuch  meafures,  the  aggravated 

veil- 
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vengeance  of  heaven  P  If  after  all,  a  fpi-  fered  by  Congrefs,  at  a  time  when  they 
rit  of  difunion  or  a  temper  of  obftinacy  had  nothing  elfe  to  give  to  the  officers  of 
and  perverfenefs  fhould  manifeft  itfelf  in  the  army,  for  fervices  then  to  be  performed: 
any  of  the  States  ;  if  fuch  an  ungracious  dif-  it  was  the  only  means  to  prevent  a  total 
pofition  fhould  attempt  to  fruftrateall  the  dereliftion  to  the  fervice:  it  was  apart  of 
happy  effefls  that  might  be  expefted  to  flow  their  hire  :  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay,  it 
from  the  union  ;  if  there  fhould  be  a  re-  was  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  of  your 
fufal  to  comply  with  requifitions  for  funds  independency;  it  is  therefore  more  than 
to  difeharge  the  annual  intereft  of  the  a  common  debt,  it  is  a  debt  of  honour  ; 
public  debts,  and  if  that  refufal  fhould  it  can  never  be  confidered  as  a  penfion, 
revive  again  all  thofe  jealoufies  and  pro-  or  gratuity,  nor  cancelled  until  it  is  fair- 
duce  all  thofe  evils  which  are  now  hap-  ly  difeharged. 

pily  removed;  Congrefs,  who  have  in  With  regard  to  the  diftinftion  between 
all  their  tranfa&ions  fhewn  a  great  degree  officers  and  foldiers,  it  is  fufficient  that 
of  magnanimity  andjuftice,  will  ftandjufti-  the  uniform  experience  of  every  nation 
fied  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man  !  and  of  the  world,  combined  with  our  own, 
that  State  alone,  which  puts  itfelf  in  proves  the  utility  and  propriety  of  the 
oppofttion  to  the  aggregate  wildom  of  the  dilcrimination.  Rewards  in  proportion 
continent,  and  follows  fuch  miftaken  and  to  the  aids  the  public  draws  from  them, 
jiernicious  councils,  will  be  refnonfible  are  unqueftionable  due  to  all  its  fervants. 
for  all  the  confequences.  '  In  fome  lines,  the  foldiers  have  perhaps 

For  my  own  part,  confcious  of  having  generally  had  as  ample  compenfation  for 
afted,  while  a  Servant  of  the  public,  in  their  lei  vices,  by  the  large  bounties  which 
the  manner  I  conceived  bell  fuited  to  have  been  paid  to  them,  as  their  officers 
promote  the  real  intereft  of  my  country  ;  will  receive  in  the  propofed  commutati- 
having,  in  confequence  of  my  fixed  be-  on  ;  in  others,  if,  befides  the  donation  of 
lief,  in  fome  meafure,  pledged  myfelf  land,  the  payment  of  arrearages  of  cloth- 
to  the  army,  that  their  country  would  ing  and  wages,  (in  which  articles  all  the 
finally  do  them  complete  and  ample  juf-  component  parts  of  the  army  muft  be 
tice,  and  not  wifhing  to  conceal  any  in-  put  upon  the  fame  footing)  we  take  into 
fiance  of  my  official  conduft  from  the  the  eftimate,  the  bounties  many  of  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  I  have  thought  pro-  foldiers  have  received,  and  the  gratuity 
per  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency  the  of  one  year’s  full  pay,  which  is  promifed 
inclofed  collefclion  of  papers  relative  to  to  all,  poffibly  their  fituation  (every  cir- 
the  half-pay  and  commutation  granted  by  cumftance  beingduly  confidered)  will  not  be 
Congrefs  to  the  officers  of  the  army;  deemed  lefs  eligible  than  that  of  the  offi- 
from  thefe  communications,  mv  decided  cers.  Should  a  further  reward,  however, 
fentiments  will  be  clearly  comprehended,  be  judged  equitable,  I  will  venture  to 
together  with  the  conclufive  reafons,  aflert,  no  man  will  enjoy  greater  fatisfac- 
which  induced  me,  at  an  early  period,  to  tion  than  myfelf  in  feeing  an  exemption 
recommend  the  adoption  of  this  meafure  from  taxes  for  a  limited  time  (which  has 
in  the  moll  earned  and  ferious  manner,  been  petitioned  for  in  fome  inftances) 
As  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs,  the  ar-  or  any  other  adequate  immunity  or  com- 
my,  and  myfelf  are  open  to  all,  and  con-  penfation  granted  to  the  brave  defenders 
tain,,  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  informa-  of  their  country’s  caufe  :  but  neither  the 
tion  to  remove  the  prejudices  and  errors  adoption  or  rejeftion  of  this  propolition 
which  may  have  been  entertained  by  any,  will  in  any  manner  afteft  much  lefs  militate 
I  think  it  unnecelfary  to  fay  any  thing  againft  the  aft  of  Congrefs,  by  which  they 
more,  than  juit  to  obferve,  that  the  re-  have  offered  five  years  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the 
folutions  of  Congrefs,  now  alluded  to,  half  pay  for  life,  which  had  been  before 
are  as  undoubtedly  and  abfolutcly  bind-  promifed  to  the  officers  of  the  army, 
ing  upon  the  united  States,  as  the  moft  Before  1  conclude  the  fubjeft  of  public 
fo1  emu  acts  of  confederation  or  legifla-  jullice,  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the 
tion.  *  obligations  this  country  is  under  to  that 

As  to  the  idea,  which,  I  am  informed,  meritorious  clafs  of  veterans,  the  r.on- 
has,  in  fome  inftances  prevailed,  that  the  commiffioned  officers  and  privates,  who 
half-pay  and  commutation  are  to  be  re-  have  been  difeharged  for  inability,  in 
garded  merely  in  the  odious  light  of  a  confequence  of  the  refolution  of  Con- 
penfion,  it  ought  to  be  exploded  for  ever  :  grefs,  of  the  23d  of  April,  1782,  on 
That  provifion  Ihould  be  viewed,  as  it  an  annual  penfion  for  life:  their  pecu- 
jeally  was,  a  reafonable  compenfation  of-  liar  fufterings,  their  Angular  merits  and 

claims 
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claims  to  that  provifion  need  only  to  be 
known,  to  intereft  the  feelings  of  huma¬ 
nity  in  their  behalf:  nothing  but  a  punc¬ 
tual  payment  of  their  annual  allowance 
can  refcue  them  from  the  moft  compli¬ 
cated  mifery;  and  nothing  could  be  a 
more  melancholy  and  diftrcffing  fight, 
than  to  behold  thofe  who  have  filed  their 
blood,  or  loft  their  limbs  in  the  fervice 
©f  their  country,  without  a  {.belter,  with¬ 
out  a  friend,  and  without  the  means  of 
obtaining  any  of  the  comforts  or  necefia- 
riesof  life,  compelled  to  beg  their  daily 
bread  from  door  to  door.  Suffer  me  to 
recommend  thofe  of  this  defeription,  be¬ 
longing  to  your  State,  to  the  warmed  pa¬ 
tronage  of  your  Excellency  and  your  le- 
gifiature. 

It  is  neceffarv  to  fay  but  a  few  words 
on  the  third  topic  which  was  propofed, 
and  which  regards  particularly  the  defence 
©f  the  Republic.  As  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  Congrefs  will  recommend  a 
proper  peace  efiablifiimcnt  for  the  United 
fiates,  in  which  a  due  attention  will  be 
paid  to  the  importance  of  placing  the 
militia  of  the  union  upon  a  regular  and 
refpeflive  footing;  if  this  {hould  be  the 
cafe,  I  would  beg  leave  to  urge  the  great 
advantage  of  it  in  the  firongeft  terms. 

The  militia  of  this  country  mull  be 
eonfidcred  as  the  palladium  of  our  fecu- 
rityi  and  the  firft  effeflual  refort  in  cafe 
of  hoflility  :  it  is  efieritial,  therefore,  that 
the  fame  fyftem  {hould  pervade  the 
whole  ;  that  the  formation  and  difei- 
pline  of  the  militia  of  the  Continent 
{hould  be  abfolutely  uniform  ;  and  that 
the  fame  fort  of  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  military  apparatus  fhould  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  ever)-  part  of  the  United  States. 
No  one  who  lias  not  learned  it  from  ex¬ 
perience,  can  conceive  the  difficulty,  ex¬ 
pence,  and  confufion,  which  refuh  from 
a  contrary  fyftem,  or  the  vague  arrange¬ 
ments  which  have  hitherto  prevailed. 

If,  in  treating  of  political  points,  a 
greater  latitude  than  ufual  has  been  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  this  addrefs,  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  crifis,  and  the  magnitude 
of  the  objeels  in  difeufiion,  mud  be  my 
apology:  it  is,  however,  neither  my  wifh 
nor  cxpeflation,  that  the  preceding  ob- 
fervations  {hould  claim  any  regard,  except 
fo  far  as  thev  fliall  appear  to  be  dictated 
by  a  good  intention  ;  confonant  to  the 
immutable  rule  of  ju (lice ;  calculated  to 
produce  a  liberal  fyftem  of  policy,  and 
founded  oil  whatever  experience  may  have 
been  acquired  by  a  long  and  clofe  atten¬ 
tion  to  public  bufinefs.  Here  I  might 
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fpeak  with  more  confidence,  from  my 
a£lual  obfervations  ;  and,  if  it  would  not 
fwell  this  letter  (already  too  prolix)  be¬ 
yond  the  bounds  I  had  preferibed  myfelf, 

I  could  demonflrate  to  every  mind,  open 
to  conviction,  that  in  lefs  time,  and  with 
much  Ids  expence  than  has  been  incur¬ 
red,  the  war  might  have  been  brought 
to  the  fame  happy  conclufton,  if  the  re- 
fources  of  the  Continent  cpuld  have  been 
properly  called  forth  :  that  the  diftrefles 
and  diiappointments  which  have  very  of¬ 
ten  occurred,  have,  in  too  many  inftances, 
refulted  more  from  a  want  of  energy 
in  the  Continental  government,  than  a  de¬ 
ficiency  of  meansin  the  particular  States j 
that  the  inefficacy  of  meafures,  arifing 
from  the  want  of  an  adequate  authority 
in  the  fupreme  power,  from  a  partial  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  requifitions  of  Congrefs 
in  fome  of  the  States,  and  from  a  failure 
of  punftuality  in  others,  while  they  tend¬ 
ed  to  damp  the  zeal  of  thofe  which  were 
more  willing  to  exert  themfelves,  ferved 
alfo  to  accumulate  the  cxpences  of  the 
war,  and  to  fruftrate  the  bed  concerted 
plans;  and  that  the  difeouragement  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  complicated  difficulties 
and  embarraffinents,  in  which  our  affairs 
were  by  this  means  involved,  would  have 
long  ago  produced  the  diftolution  of  any 
army  lefs  patient,  lefs  virtuous,  and 
lefs  perfevering,  than  that  1  have  had 

the  honour  to  command. - But  while 

1  mention  thofe  things  which  are  noto¬ 
rious  fa£Is,  as  the  detefts  of  ouryjfederal 
Conflitution,  particularly  in  the  prolecu- 
tion  of  a  war,  I  beg  it  may  be  under¬ 
flood,  that  as  I  have  ever  taken  a  pleafure 
in  gratefully  acknowledging  the  affiftance 
and  fupport  I  have  derived  from  every 
clafs  of  citizens ;  fo  {hall  I  always  be 
happy  to  do  juftice  to  the  unparil- 
lelled  exertions  of  the  individual  States, 
on  many  intcrcfting  occafions. 

I  have  thus  freely  difclofed  what  I 
wiffied  to  make  known  before  I  furrcn- 
dered  up  my  public  truft  to  thofe  who 
committed  it  to  me  :  the  talk  is  now  ac- 
compliftied;  1  now  bid  adieu  to  your 
Excellency,  as  the  ChiefMagiftrate  of  your 
State  ;  at  the  fame  time  I  bid  a  laft  farewell 
to  the  cares  of  office,  and  all  the  employ¬ 
ments  of  public  life* 

It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  final  and 
only  requeft,  that  your  Excellency  will 
communicate  thefe  fentiments  to  your 
Legiflature,  at  their  next  meeting:  and 
that  they  may  be  confidered  as  the  legacy 
of  one  who  has  ardently  wiflied,  on  all 
occafions,  to  be  afeful  to  his  country, 
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#a«i  who,  even  in  the  {hade  of  retire¬ 
ment,  will  not  fail  to  implore  the  divine 
lienediftion  upon  it. 

I  now  make  it  my  earned  prayer,  that 
God  would  have  you,  and  the  Irate  over 
■which  you  prefide,  in  his  holy  protecti¬ 
on  ;  that  he  would  incline  the  hearts 
of  the  citizens  to  cultivate  a  fpirit  of 
fubordination  and  obedience  to  govern¬ 
ment;  to  entertain  a  brotherly  affeftiou 
and  love  for  one  another,  for  their  fel¬ 
low-citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large  j 
and,  particularly  for  their  brethren  who 
have  ferVed  in  the  field  ;  and,  finally, 
that  he  would  mod  gracioufiy  be  pleafed 
to  difpofe  us  all  to  do  judice,  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  demean  ourfelves  with 
that  charity,  humility,  and  pacific  tem¬ 
per  of  mind,  which  were  the  charafterif- 
tics  of  the  Divine  Author  of  our  blelfed 
religion ;  without  ah  humble  imitation 
of  whofe  example,  in  thefe  things,  we 
can  never  hope  to  be  a  happy  nation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  much 
edeem  and  refpeft,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency’s  mod  obedient, 
and  mod  humble  Servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excellency  William  Greene,  Efq; 
Governoroft.be  State  of  Rhode-llland. 

THE  public  have  heard  of  the  tumult 
in  Philadelphia  by  the  military  ofthe  Penn- 
l'ylvania  line,  and  which  has  been  aferib- 
ed,  as  illual,  to  the  underhand  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  Britilh  Minidry  ;  but  they 
have  not  feen  the  meafuie  of  the  Con- 
refs  which  led  to  the  infurreftion. 
'he  following  is  a  narrative  of  the  tran- 
faftion. 

Juli  at  the  moment  when  Congrefs  had 
given  their  lanftion  to  the  Aft  of  Com¬ 
mutation,  intelligence  arrived  that  the 
Proviiional  articles  of  Peace  were  fign- 
ed ;  but  the  arrival  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty  being  delayed  beyond  the  gene¬ 
ral  expeftation,  and  it  being  found  ne- 
deffary  to  diininifh  the  public  expedi- 
tures,  Congrefs  thought  proper  to  pals 
the  following  refoiution : 

By  the  UNITED  STATES  in  CON- 
GRESa  atTembled,  May  26th,  1783. 

On  motion, 

Refolved,  That  the  Commander  in 
Chief  be  indrufted  to  grant  furloughs 
to  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  fol- 
tiiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States 
«nlidrd  to  ferve  du'ing  the  war,  who 
Eu  p op.  Mac, 
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{hall  be  difeharged  as  fooii  as  4he  Defi* 
nitive  Treaty  of  Peace  is  concluded,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  proportionable  number  of 
commiffioned  officers  of  the  different 
grades :  and  that  the  fecretary  at  War 
and  Commander  in  Chief  take  the  pro¬ 
per  meafures  for  condufting  thofe  troops 
to  their  refpeftive  homes,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may  be  mod  convenient  to 
tbemfelves,  and  to  the  States  through 
which  they  may  pafs;  and  that  the  men 
thus  furloughed  be  allowed  to  take  theif 
arms  with  them. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 

Upon  the  promulgation  of  this  refolution* 
the  fubfequent  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief :  and  to 
which  Gen.  Waffiington  refers  in  the 
foregoing  circular  letter, 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  difficult  for  us  to  exprefs  th* 
regret  we  feel  at  being  obliged,  again  to 
f olicit  your  excellency’s  attention  and 
patronage.  Next  to  the  anguilh  which 
the  prolpeft  of  our  own  wretchednefs  ex* 
cites  in  our  breads,  is  the  pain  whidh 
arifes  from  a  knowledgeof  your  anxiety  on 
account  of  thofe  men  who  have  been  the 
fharers  of  your  fortunes,  and  have  had 
the  honour  of  being  your  companions 
through  the  viciditudes  of  the  war.  Nor¬ 
thing,  therefor®,  but  neceffity,  could  in¬ 
duce  us  to  a  reprefentation  which  we 
know  mud  give  you  concern. 

Your  excellency  has  fo  intimate  h 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  army, 
as  to  render  a  particular  delineation  un- 
neceflary.  As  you  have  been  a  witnefs 
of  our  fufferings  during  a  war  uncom¬ 
mon  in  its  nature,  and  unparalleled  inmany 
circumdances  attending  it,  fo  you  are  now* 
Sir,  no  lefs  a  witnefs  of  the  unequal  bur¬ 
then  which  has  lallen  upon  us,  from  the 
want  of  that  provifion,  to  which,  from 
our  affiduous  and  unremitting  ferVices,  we 
conceive,  we  are  entitled. - Having  re¬ 

cently  expreffed  our  fenfe  of  what  was  due 
to  our  didrefs— having  repeated  from  your 
Excellency  the  confidence  we  had,  that 
our  accounts  would  be  liquidated,  the  ba¬ 
lances  afeertained,  and  adequate  funds  pro¬ 
vided  for  payment,  previous  to  our  being 
difperfed  or  dilbanded — having  feen,  with 
pleafure,  the  approbation  which  Congrefs 
gave  our  teliance  —  it  is  with  a  mixture  of 
adonilhment  and  chagrin  that  we  view  the 
late  refolve  of  Congrefs,  by  which  the  foi* 
diers  for  the  war,  and  a  propo  'ionate  num¬ 
ber  of  officers,  are  to  be  lurloughed  with¬ 
out  any  one  of  thofe  important  objefts 
G  being 
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being  accompli ffied  ;  and  fo  complete  the 
ccne  of  woe,  are  to  be  compelled  to 
cave  the  army  without  the  means  of 
detiaying  the  debts  we  have  neceffarily 
incurred  m  the  courfe  of  fcrvice,  or 
even  of  gratifying  thofe  menials  in  the 
putacc  which  is  their  due  ;  much  lefs 
to  carry  with  us  that  fupport  and  com¬ 
fort  to  our  families,  of  which,  from  our 
long  military  fervices,  they  have  been  de¬ 
prived.  No  lefs  expofed,  then,  to  the 
lhlults  of  the  meaneft  followers  of  the 
army,  than  to  the  arrefls  of  the  fiicriff; 
deprived  of  the  ability  to  affifi  our  fami¬ 
lies,  and  without  an  evidence  that  anv 
thing  is  due  to  us  for  our  fervices  ;  and 
confequently,  without  the  lead  profpcCl 
of  obtaining  credit  even  for  a  temporary 
fubftftence  until  we  can  get  into  bufincls 
— to  what  quarter  can  we  look  ?  We 
take  the  liberty  to  fay,  Sir,  only  to  your 
Excellency.  And,  from  the  ftneerity  of 
cur  hearts,  we  do  it,  no  lets  from  a  per- 
fuafion  of  the  efficiency  of  your  further 
efforts  in  our  favour,  than  from  the  kind 
allurances  you  have  been  pleafed  to  give 
us  of  your  lupport. 

To  your  Excellency  then  we  make  our 
appeal,  and  in  the  mod  folemn  manner; 
from  that  abhorrcnceof  oppreffion  and  in- 
juftice  which  fird  unfheathed  our  fwords; 
from  the  remembrance  of  the  common 
dangers  though  which  we  have  pafTed  ; 
and  from  the  rccolleflion  of  thofe  aflo- 
nilhing  events  which  have  been  effected 
by  our  united  efforts,  permit  us  to  fo- 
ltcit  your  further  aid  ;  and  to  entreat, 
that  the  order  of  the  2d  iuftant,  founded 
on  the  aft  of  Congrefs  of  tlie  26th  of 
May  lad,  may  be  fufpended  or  varied  in 
its  operation,  fo  far,  that  no  officer  or 
lbldier  be  obliged  to  receive  a  furlough, 
until  that  honourable  body  can  be  apprif- 
cd  of  the  wretched  li fetation  into  which 
the  army  mud  be  plunged,  bv  a  conformity 
to  it  ;  and  yot>r  Excellency  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  prevail  on  Congrefs — nay,  that, 
on  the  principles  of  common  judicc,  you 
will  infift  that  neither  officer  nor  foldier 
be  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  until  a 
liquidation  of  accounts  can  be  effected, 
till  the  balances  are  afcertariicd,  certifi¬ 
cates  for  the  fums  due  given,  including 
the  commutation  of  half-pav  to  the  offi¬ 
cers,  and  the  gratuity  of  eight  dollars  to 
the  foldiers,  and  till  a  fupply  of  money 
can  be  furnilhed  fufficie'nt  10  cariy  us 
from  the  field  of  glory  with  honour  to 
•uylclves  and  credit  to  our  country.  We 
ffill  wiffi  to  believe,  that  our  country,  to 
which- wc  have  been  fo  long  devoted, 
will  never  look  with  indifferci.ee  011  the 
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dtftreffes  of  thofe  of  her  fons,  who  haw# 
fo  eflentiaily  contributed  to  the  edabhih. 
mem  of  freedom,  the  fecurity  of  proper¬ 
ty,  and  the  rearing  of  an  empire. 

In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Generals 
and  Officers  commanding  regiments  and 
corps  in  the  cantonment  on  Hudfou's  ri¬ 
ver, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  higheff  refpefl, 
Your  Excellency’s  moll  obedient  fervant, 

June  5,  1783.  W.  HEATH, 

Major-General,  Prefiaent. 

To  the  foregoing  addrefs  General  Wafh- 
ington  was  pleafed  to  return  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfwer,  viz. 

Head  Quarters,  6th  June  1783. 

S  I  IJ, 

BEFORE  I  make  a  reply  to  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Generals  and 
Officers  commanding  the  regiments  and 
corns  of  this  army,  prefented  by  your- 
felf  yefterday,  I  entreat,  that  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  will  accept  my  warmeii:  acknow¬ 
ledgment  for  the  confidence  they  have  been 
pleafed  to  repofe  in  me  ;  they  may  be 
alfured  it  fhall  never  be  abufed  :  and  I 
bfg  they  will  be  perfuaded,  that  as  no 
man  can  poffibly  be  better  acquainted  than 
1  am  with  the  paft  merits  and  fervices  of 
the  army,  fo  no  one  can  poffibly  be  mof« 
ftrongly  impreffed  with  their  pro  fen  t  in¬ 
eligible  iituation,  feel  a  keener  fenfibility 
at  their  diflreffes,  or  more  ardently  defire 
to  alleviate  or  remove  them — but  it  would 
be  nnneccffary,  perhaps  to  cuter  into  a 
detail  of  what  1  have  done,  and  what  I 
am  fiill  attempting  to  do,  in  order  to  af-. 
(ill  in  the  accompliOiment  of  this  inter- 
effing  purpofe — let  it  be  fufiicient  to  ob- 
ferve,  i  do  not  yet  defpair  of  luccefs  ;  for 
I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  States 
cannot  without  involving  themfelves  in 
national  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  refufe  to 
comply  with  the  requifitions  of  Congrefs: 
who  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  have  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  obtain  am¬ 
ple  and  complete  juffice  for  the  army, 
and  whole  great  object  in  the  prefeut 
tncafure  undoubtedly  was,  by  a  reduction 
of  expence  to  enable  the  financier  to 
make  the  tbree  months  payment  to  the 
army,  which  on  all  hands  has  been  agreed 
to  be  abfolutely  and  indilpenfibly  nticei* 
fary.  To  explain  this  matter,  1  beg  leave 
to  infert  an  cxtraCi  of  a  letter  from  the 
Superintcndant  of  Finance,  dated  the  2yth 
ultimo. 

“  It  is  now  above  a  month  fince  tha 
Committee  conferred  with  me  on  that 

fubjeit. 
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fufejcft,  and  I  theft  told  them  that  no  pay¬ 
ment  could  be  made  to  the  army,  but  by 
means  of  a  paper  anticipation  ;  and  un- 
lefs  our  expenditures  were  immediately 
and  confiderably  reduced,  even  that  could 
not  be  clone.  Our  expenditures  have  nc- 
vcrthelefs  been  continued,  and  our  reve¬ 
nues  lefien  ;  the  States  growing  daily  more 
and  more  femifs  in  their  colleftions.  The 
confequence  is,  that  I  cannot  make  pay¬ 
ment  in  the  manner  firft  intended. 
The  notes  iiTued  for  that  purpofe  would 
have  been  payable  at  two,  four,  and 
fix  months  from  the  date,  but  at  pre- 
fent  they  will  be  at  lix  months,  and  even 
that  will  foon  become  imprafticable,  un- 
lels  our  expencesbe  immediately  curtailed. 

“  I  Ihall  caufe  fucli  notes  to  be  i (Tiled 
for  three  months  pay  to  the  army;  and  I 
mutt  intreat,  Sir,  that  every  influence  be 
u(ed  with  the  States  to  abforb  them  to- 
geilver  with  my  other  engagements  by 
taxation.” 

Thaedaysago  a  meflenger  was  difpatch- 
ed  by  me  to  urge  die  neceffity  of  forward¬ 
ing  thefe  notes  with  the  greatest  poiiible 
expedition. 

Under  this  (late  of  circumflances  I  need 
fcarcelv  add  that  the  expence  of  every  day 
in  feeding  the  whole  army  will  increafe 
very  conliderablv  the  inability  ol  the  pub¬ 
lic  to  difehargethe  debts  already  incurred, 
at  lead  for  a  contiderable  time  to  come. 

Although  the  officers  of  the  army  very 
well  know  my  official  fituation,  that  I  am 
only  a  fervant  of  the  public,  and  that  it  is 
not  for  me  to  difpenfe  with  orders,  which 
it  is  my  duty  to  carry  into  execution-— yet 
as  furloughs  in  all  Cervices  are  coufidered 
as  a  matter  of  indulgence  and  not  of  com¬ 
pulsion  ;  as  Congrefs,  I  am  perfuaded, 
entertain  the  belt  difpofition  toward  the 
army,  and  as  I  apprehend,  in  a  very  fliort 
time,  the  two  principal  articles  of  com¬ 
plaint  will  be  removed — until  the  further 
pieafure  of  Congrefs,  can  be  known,  I 
ffiall  not  hefitate  to  comply  with  the  willies 
of  the  army,  under  thefe  refervations  only, 
that  officers  fufficicnt  to  conduft  the  men 
who  chufe  to  receive  furloughs  at  this 
time,  will  give  in  their  names  by  twelve 
o’clock  to-morrow  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  their  regiments,  that  on  a  re¬ 
port  to  the  Adjutant-General  an  equal 
number  of  men  engaged  for  three  years 
may  be  furloughed,  which  will  make  the 
laving  of  expellees  exactly  the  fame  to 
the  public. 

I  cannot  but  hope  the  notes  will  Toon 
arrive,  and  that  the  feltlement  of  ac- 


IO7 

counts  may  be  complcated  fey  the  affifl- 
ance  ef  the  Paymalters  in  a  very  few 
days.  In  the  mean  time  I  (hall  have  the 
honour  of  laying  tue  fentiments  of  the 
Generals  and  Officers  commanding  regi¬ 
ments  and  corps  before  tongrefs.  They 
are  exprefled  in  fuch  a  decent,  candid 
and  affdding  manner,  that  I  am  certain 
every  mark  of  attention  will  be  paid  w 
them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  very  great  efleenv, 

S  1  R, 

Your  mod. obedient  fervant. 
Major-General  Heath. 

The  two  preceeding  papers  were  enclofeal 
in  the  following  letter  to  his  Excellen¬ 
cy  thePrefidcnt  of  Congrefs. 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh, 
SIR,  June  7th,  1783. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  indole  to 
your  Excellency  the  copy  of  an  addrefs 
to  nie,  from  the  Generals  and  Officers 
commanding  regiments  and  corps,  toge¬ 
ther  with  my  anfwer  to  it.  Thefe  in- 
clofures  will  explain  the  diftrefles  which 
re llil ted  from  the  meafures  now  car¬ 
rying  into  execuiion  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  of  the  26th  of  May,  but 
the  fenfibility  occalioned  bv a  parting  feene 
under  fuch  peculiar  circumflances  wiil  not 
admit  of  defeription. 

The  two  fttbje&s  of  complaint  with  the 
army  appear  to  be,  the  delay  ®f  the  three 
months  payment  which  had  been  expect¬ 
ed,  and  the  want  of  a  fettlemenf  of  ac¬ 
counts.  I  have  thought  mvfelf  authoriz¬ 
ed  to  allure  them,  Congrefs  had  and  would 
attend  particularly  to  their  grievances, 
and  have  made  fovne  little  variations  re- 
fpetling  furloughs,  from  what  was  at  fir  It 
propofed-  'The  Secretary  at  War  will  be 
able  to  explain  the  reafon  and  propriety 
of  this  alteration. 

While  I  confider  it  a  tribute  of  juflice 
on  this  occalion  to  mention  the  temperate 
and  orderly  behaviour  of  the  whole  army, 
and  particularly  the  accommodating  fpirrt 
of  the  officers  in  arranging  themfelves  to 
the  command  of  the  batallions  which 
will  be  compofed  of  the  three  year’s  men  ; 
permit  me  to  recall  to  mind  all  their 
former  fulferings  and- merits,  and  to 
recommend  their  reafonable  requells  to 
the  early  and  favourable  notice  of  Con- 
grefs.  " 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  * 

O  %  Fo» 
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Account  of  the  Commencement  held  at  the  University  in  Philadelphia, 
.  on  July  4,  1783,  being  the  Anniverfary  of  American  Independency. 


ABOUT  ten  o’clock  lhe  Hon.Tmf. 

tees,  attended  by  the  Faculty  and 
Graduates  in  their  robes,  went  in  procefli- 
on  from  the  apparatus  chamber  into  the 
jpublie  hall,  and  took  their  feats  : 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ewing,  Provolt,  open¬ 
ed  the  bufntefs  of  the  day  with  prayer. 
The  cxercifcs  were  then  conducted  in  the 
order  following : 

A  Latin  Salutatory  Oration,  touching 
•n  a  variety  of  intcreilirig  topics  ;  par* 
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ticularly  the  baneful  influence  of  luxu¬ 
ry,  with  regard  to  national  principles 
and  manners.  By  Mr.  James  Snod- 
grafs. 

An  Oration,  {Fetching  the  plan  of  li- 
teranire,  chilli c  and  philol'ophical,  obfer* 
verl  in  this  inllitution,  and  noticing  the-fpe* 
cial  provilion  made  or  attaining  a  mafter- 
ly  correCtnefs  and  addiefs  in  oui  vernacular 
tongue,  by  Mr.  Stephen S) kes. 

An  Oration,  ftewir-o  the  eflentiaj 

con- 
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connexion  between  the  exterior  figure 
of  man,  and  his  fufcepti bility  of  im¬ 
provement  in  arts  and  fciences,  by  Mr. 

— —  Morris. 

A  Forenfic  Deputation  on  Duelling. 
MefTrs.  Eph.  Ramfey,  and  jofeph  Tho¬ 
mas,  maintained  the  lawfulnefs  and  ex¬ 
pediency  of  the  praftice;  MefTrs.  C. 
Bartram  and  N.  Greer  maintained 'the 
negative.  The  arguments  were  acute,  and 
judicioufly  arranged  on  each  fide.  The 
Provolt’s  decifion  was  direbl  and  full  a- 
gainfl  this  Gothic  phrenfy. 

An  Oration  on  the  nature  of  Govern¬ 
ment  :  illuftrating  the  diflinguifliing  ex¬ 
cellencies  of  the  democratic  form;  with 
obfervations  immediately  refpefting  the 
United  States,  by  Mr  Ifaac  Briggs. 

An  Oration  upon  American  affairs, 
embellifhed  with  remarks  immediately 
refpefting  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  and 
the  generofity  of  France  in  the  ever 
memorable  alliance ;  by  Mr.  Richard 
Footman. 

An  Oration,  containing  humourous 
playful  inflrittures  upon  Tome  apprehend¬ 
ed  barbarifms  of  grammatical  and  phy- 
fical  erudition,  by  Mr.  John  Chew 
Thomas. 

Degrees  were  then  conferred  : 

That  of  Bachelor  in  the  Arts  on  the 
foil  owing  gentlemen,  viz. 

MefTrs.  George  Bartram,  *Ifaac  Briggs, 
Richard  Footman,  Nathaniel  Greer,  An¬ 
thony  Morris,  Ephraim  Ramfey,  James 
Sncdgrafs,  Stephen  Sykes,  Jofeph  Tho¬ 
mas,  and  John  Chew  Thomas. 

The  Degree  of  Bachelor  in  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  MefTrs.  Solomon  Beik- 
head,  John  Morris,  John  Watfon,  Tho- 
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mas  Waring,  of  Charles  Town,  SoufUr 
Carolina. 

The  Degree  of  Mafler  of  Arts  was 
conferred  on  MefTrs.  Erafmus  Kelly,  Johrs 
Caldwell,  John  Bleakley,  Samuel  Sit- 
greaves,  James  Gray,  Jofeph  Rufh,  Peter- 
Chevalier,  Benjamin  Morris. 

The  Degree  of  Doflor  of  Phyfic  was 
conferred  on  Dr.  Hugh  Shielde,  he  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  fame  Degree  before  at 
Edinburgh. 

The  Degree  of  Doftor  of  Divinity  was 
conferred  on  the  Reverend  Samuel  Ma* 
gaw,  Vice-Provolt,  and  on  the  Reve¬ 
rend  John  Chriflopher  Kunzie,  Pro- 
feffors  of  Hebrew  and  Philology  in  the 
Univerfity. 

The  Faculty  and  Truflees,  deftrous 
of  fhewing  every  mark  of  diltinflion  to 
the  illuflrious  man  to  whom  America  is 
exceedingly  indebted,  conferred  upon  his 
excellency  General  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  Efq;  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  American  army,  the  Degree  of  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Laws. 

The  Valedidtory  Oration  was  then  deli¬ 
vered  by  Mr.  William  Stewart  :  it  had 
been  handfomely  prepared  -  various,  feri- 
timental,  delicate,  patnetic,  and  the  Speak¬ 
er  did  it  juflice. 

A  folemn  Charge,  fuited  to  bring 
home  with  a  collected  power,  philofophy 
and  virtue,  to  the  bofoms  and  bufinefs 
of  the  young  gentlemen,  was  given  by 
the  Provofi. 

The  Vice  Provofi  concluded  with  a 
prayer. 

A  band  of  mufic  playing  at  pro¬ 
per  intervals,  improved  the  general  erw 
tertainment. 
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Original  Letter  of  the  late  General  Washington. 
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IImtf.d  States  Navy. — The  Repub- T 
fjfcau  navy,  at  present,  consists  of  the^ 
'following  frigates  : — Constitution,  44,-' 
Captain  Hull ;  United  States,  44,  Cap-^ 
taid  Decatur  ;  President,  44,  Commo¬ 
dore  Pledgers  Chesapeake,  36  5  New 
York,  36  ;  Constellation,  36,  Captain 
Bainbridge;  Congress, 36, CaptainSmith  5 
Boston,  J2  ;  Essex,  32,  Captain  Porter  ; 
Macedon  an  (late  British),  38  ;  the  John 
Adams  corvette;  Hornet  sloop,  of  16 
guns;  Syren,  Argus,  and  Oneida  brigs, 
of  16  guns;  Vixen,  Enterprise,  ard  v  i¬ 
per  schooners,  of  12  guns;  170  gun¬ 


boats,  s'ationed 
the  Vengeance, 
Spitfire  bombs. 


at  New  Orleans;  and 
AEtna,  Vesuvius,  and 


To  the  Editor  of  the  European  Magazine. 

SIB,  1,0  \ 

fXlHE  following  original  Letter,  now 
A  in  my  possession,  was  written  by 
the  late  General  Washington,  shortly 
after  the  termination  of  the  American 
war,  and  but  a  few  days  previous  to  his 
disbanding  the  army  he  had,  during  so 
many  years,  so  honourably  commanded  ; 
which  1  have  no  doubt  will  be  very 
acceptable  to  many  of  your  readers. 

N.  D. 


Princeton  in  the  Stale  of  New 
sir,  J ersey  3Gih  Oct.  1783. 

1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  du¬ 
plicate  of  your  favor  of  the  31st  of  May 
—the  original  is  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

1  am  not  yet  returned  to  Virga,  after 
aji  absence  of  almost  nine  years  from  my 
Estate. — When  I  get  there,  and  can  have 
time  to  examine  into  the  situation  of  my 
affairs,  1  shall  not  want  a  disposition  to 
do  compleat  and  ample  justice  in  the 
settlement,  and  payment  of  all  my  acc,(l. 
— In  the  meantime,  I  cannot  avoid  com¬ 


plaining  of  the  treatm.  I  have  met  with 
from  your  House  in  misleading  me,  as 
to  the  mode  of  transferring  the  Bank 
Stock. — Ten  years  ago,  or  more,  when 
it  was  my  desire  to  do  this,  &  you  were 
called  upon  to  point  out  the  form,  I  was 
run  to  considerable  expence,  and  put  to 
much  trouble,  to  follow  your  directions  ; 
—  after  fulfilling  which,  I  was  told  that, 
that  mode  would  not  do, — and  another 
was  suggested  ;  but  the  troubles  com¬ 
mencing,  &  my  leaving  Virginia,  pre¬ 
vented  the  execution  of  the  second.— 
I  speak  now  from  memory,  but  believe 
I  have  not  misrecited  facts. 

As  it  now  is,  as  it  then  was,  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  apply  this  money  towards  pay¬ 
ment  oftlie  Balle  1  owed  your  House,  I 
would  beg  of  you  to  take  out  such 
powers  for  the  transfer,  &  give  me  such 
precise  directions  for  the  execution,  a9 
will  admit  of  no  doubt,  or  delay. — • 
As  the  money  will  be  for  your  own 
benefit,  by  its  being  applied  to  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  your  House,  I  wish  you  to  have 
the  negotiating  of  the  matter. — The 
Letter  of  Administration,  Power  of 
Attorney,  or  by  whatever  other  name 
called,  may  be  made  out  in  your  name, 
accordingly. 

The  Accts  Curr4  alluded  to  in  your 
letter,  not  having  yet  got  to  hand, 
I  cannot  speak  to  the  contents. — To 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  your  House 
was  indebted  to  the  deceased  Mr  Custis 
when  I  left  Virginia  in  May  1775. — 
What  may  have  happened  since,  1  know 
not — the  year  following  he  took  charge 
of  his  own  Estate,  I  cannot  he  respon¬ 
sible  therefore  for  what  may  have  hap¬ 
pened  afterwards. 

I  have  raised  no  Tobacco  for  several 
years  on  my  Estate; — whether  1  shall 
ever  reLurn  to  the  growth  of  it  again, 
must  depend  upon  circumstances,  and 
the  price  it  is  likely  to  bear;  of  which  I 
can  form  no  judgment  at  this  time,  or 
till  I  get  back  lo  Virginia,  which  will  be, 
1  expect,  so  soon  as  the  British  Forces 
shall  have  evacuaied  New  York.— I 
condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  your 
Partners,  Messrs  Cary  and  Moory,  at 
the  sametime  that  I  congratulate  you 
on  the  happy  termination  of  the  War, 
and  restoration  ol  Peace. 

1  am  Sir 

Ar  most  obed4  Serv4 


The  DEFINITIVE  TREATY  between  Grea  t-B  it  i  t  a  i  kt  and  the 


Unite!)  States  of  A  m  e  r  i 

September,  1783. 

I11  the  Name  of  the  Mod  Hoty  and  Undivided 
Trinity. 

T  having  pleafed  the  Divine  Providence  to 
difpofe  the  hearts  of  the  Moll  Serene  and 
Mold  Potent  Prince  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God  King  of  Great-Eritain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Duke  of 
JSrunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  Arch-Treafuier 
and  Prince  Eleftor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Em¬ 
pire,  &c.  and  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  fo:get  all  paft  mifunaerftandings  and  differ¬ 
ences  that  have  unhappily  interrupted  the  good 
eorrefpondence  and  friendship  which  they  mu- 
tuaily  wilh  to  l-eftore,  and  to  eftablilh  fuch  a 
beneficial  and  fatisfaftory  intercourfe  between 
the  two  countries,  upon  the  ground  of  recipro¬ 
cal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience,  as  may 
promote  and  feciue  to  both  perpetual  peace 
and  harmony  ;  and  having,  for  this  defirabie 
end,  already  laid  tlx  foundation  of  peace  and 
reconciliation,  by  the  Provifional  Articles 
Figned  at  Paris  on  the  50th  of  November  1782, 
bv  the  Commillioners  empowered  on  each  part, 
which  articles  were  agreed  to  be  inferted  in, 
and  to  conftitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propoled 
to  be  concluded  between  the  crown  of  Great- 
Eritain  and  the  faid  United  State?,  but  which 
treaty  W2s  not  to  be  concluded  until  terms  of 
peace  fhould  be  agreed  upon  between  Grcnt- 
Britain  and  France,  and  his  Britannic  Majefty 
£:  -eld  be  re3  \ to  conclude  fuch  treaty  accord- 
I  'fy;  and  ti.e  treaty  between  Great-Brirain 
a  1  France  having  finco  been  concluded,  his 
I>"  tanr.ic  Majcfty  and  the  United  States  of 
A  meric  ;,  ir.  c  :d  r  to  carry  irto  full  effeT  the 
•  ifional  A  tides  above-mentioned,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tenor  thereof,  have  conftituted  and 
a:  pointed,  t.-.at  if  to  fay,  hTs  FritanVic  Majefty 
or  his  p.ot,  Darid  Hartley.  Efq;  Member  of 
r  e  Pa;  liarren:  of  G  rear- Britain,  and  the  faid 
United  States  on  their  part,  J  hn  Adam?,  Efq; 
late  a  Commifiiencf  of  the  United  States  of 
America  nt  the  Court  of  VerfitiMes,  late  Dele¬ 
gate  in  Corigrcf;  from  the  State  of  Maflfcchd- 
frtt.s,  and  Chief  Juftice  of  the  faid  State,  and 
A! i aider  Plenipotentiary  of  the  fjid  Uniced 
Eta  es  to  their  High  Mightinefus  the  States- 
S  at  of  the  United  Netherlands  ;  Behja- 
'"'n  l  .ni  l  n,  El'll;  late  Delegate  in  Congrcfs 
Eon  *he  State  ef  Frrnylv'S.ma,  Profider.t  of 


C  A,  figned  at  Fans,  the  3d  Day  of 


the  Convention  of  the  faid  State,  and  Mlnif- 
ter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of 
America  at  the  Court  of  Verfailles  ;  and  John 
Jay,  Efq;  late  Prefident  of  Congrels,  and  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  State  of  New-York,  and  Minif- 
ter-Plenipotentiary  from  the  laid  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  to  be  the  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  for  the  concluding  and  figning  the  pre- 
fent  Definitive  Treaty  ;  who,  after  having  re¬ 
ciprocally  communicated  their  refpe&ive  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed  the 
following  Articles : 

Art.  I.  His  Britannic  Majefty  acknowledges 
the  faid  United  States,  viz.  New  Hampftiire, 
Mafiachuletts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Provi¬ 
dence  Plantations,  Connedlicut,  Ncw-York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfyivania,  Delaware,  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia,  North-C  irolina,  South-Caro- 
lina,  and  Georgia,  to  he  free  Sovereigns  and  in¬ 
dependent  States ;  that  he  treats  with  them  as 
fucK,  and  for  nimfclf,  his  heirs,  and  fa:  .  :T  .  , 
relinquifiies  all  claims  to  the  government,  pro 
priety,  and  territorial  rights  of  the  fame,  and 
eiery  part  thereof. 

Art.  II.  And  that  all  difputes  which  might 
arife  in  future  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  faid  ETnited  States  may  be  prevented,  it 
is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  following 
are  and  (hall  be  their  boundaries,  viz.  From 
the  north-weft  angle  nf  Nova-Scotia,  viz. 
That  angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn 
due  north  from  the  fource  of  St.  Croix  River  to 
the  Highlands,  along  the  faid  Highlands,  which 
divide  thofe  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  which  fall 
into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  north-weftern- 
moft  head  of  Connedficut-river  ;  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude  ;  from  thence  by  a  line 
due  weft  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  ltrikes  the 
river  Irriquois  orCaatraquy  ;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  the  faid  river  into  Lake  Ontario, 
through  the  middle  rf  faid  lake,  until  it  ftrikes 
the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake 
and  Lake  Erie;  thence  along  the  middle  of 
faid  communication  into  Lake  Erie,  through 
thp  middle  of  faid  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the 
water  communication  between  that  lake  and 
Lake  Huron  ;  thence  through  the  middle  of 
laid  lake  to  the  water  communication  between 

that 
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#iat  lake  and  Lake  Superior ;  thence  through 
Lake  Superior  northward  of  the  Kies  Royal 
and  Phclipeaux  to  the  Long  Lake  ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  faid  Long  Lake,  and 
the  water  communication  between  it  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  faid  Lake  of  the 
Woods ;  thence  through  the  faid  lake  to  the 
moft  north  wefiern  point  thereof,  and  from 
thence,  on  a  due  weft  courfe,  to  the  River  Mif- 
Cftippi  ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  faid  River  Miftillippi,  until  it  fhall 
interfeft  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  thirty-firfb 
degree  of  north  latitude.  South,  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  due  eaft  from  the  determination  of  the  line 
lall  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one 
degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of 
the  River  Apalachichola,  or  Catahouche  ; 
thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junttion 
with  the  Flint  River ;  thence  ftraint  to  the 
head  of  St.  Mary’s  River;  and  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary’s  River  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  ;  eaft,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  River  St.  Croix,  from 
its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  fource, 
and  from  its  fource  direftly  north,  to  the  afore- 
faid  Highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  from  thofe  which 
fall  into  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  comprehend¬ 
ing  all  iflands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any 
part  of  the  fhores  of  the  United  States,  and 
lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from 
the  points  where  the  aforefaid  boundaries  be¬ 
tween  Nova-Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Eaft- 
Florida  on  the  other,  fhall  refpeftively  touch 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  ex¬ 
cepting  fuch  iflands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore 
have  been,  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
vince  of  Nova-Scotia. 

Art.  HI.  It  is  agreed  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  fhall  continue  to  enjoy  unmo- 
lefted  the  right  to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on  the 
Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the  other  Banks  of 
Newfoundland,  alio  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lau¬ 
rence,  and  all  other  places  in  the  fea,  where 
the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  ufed  at  any 
time  heretofore  to  fifh.  And  alfo  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  United  States  fhall  have  liberty 
to  take  fifh  of  every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Newfoundland  as  Britilh  fifhermen 
fh.ll  ufe,  (but  not  to  dry  or  cure  the  fame  on 
that  illand)  and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and 
creeks,  of  all  others  of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s 
dominions  in  America  ;  and  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fifhermen  fhall  have  liberty  to  dry  and 
cure  fiih  in  anyot  the  unfettled  bays,  harbours, 
and  creeks  of  Nova-Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands, 
and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  fame  fhall  remain 
unlettled  ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame  or  either  of 
them  fhall  be  fettled,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  laid  fifhermen  to  dry  or  cure  filh  at  fuch 
fettlement,  without  a  previous  agreement  for 
that  purpofe  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors 
or  poiieiiors  of  the  ground. 

Art.  I/.  It  is  agreed  that  the  creditors  on 
either  fide  fhall  meet  with  no  lawful  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  recovery  of  the  fpll  value,  in 


M  B  E  R,  1733*  3S3 

fteriing  money,  of  all  leua  fde  debts  hereto¬ 
fore  contrafted. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed  that  Congrefs  fhall 
earneltly  recommend  it  to  the  Legiflatures  of 
the  rel'peclive  States,  to  provide  for  the  retd- 
tution  of  all  eftates,  rights,  and  properties, 
which  have  been  confifcated,  belonging  to  real 
Britifh Subjects  ;  and  alfo  of  the  eftates,  rights, 
and  properties  of  perlons  refident  in  diftriCts  in 
the  polieliion  of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  and  who 
have  not  borne  arms  againft  the  faid  United 
States ;  and  that  perfons  of  any  other  deferip- 
tion  fhall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or 
parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United  States, 
and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolefi- 
ed  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reftitutioa 
of  fuch  of  their  efta.es,  rights,  and  properties, 
as  may  have  been  confifcated  ;  and  that  Con¬ 
grefs  fhall  alfo  earneftly  recommend  to  the 
feveral  States  a  re-confideration  and  revifion  of 
all  acls  or  laws  regarding  the  premifes,  fo  as 
to  render  the  faid  laws  or  afts  perfectly  con- 
fiftent  not  only  with  ju  lice  and  equity,  but 
with  that  fpirit  of  c  nciliation,  which,  on  the 
return  of  the  bleflings  of  peace,  fhould  univer- 
fally  prevail :  And  that  Congrefs  fhall  aifa 
earneltly  recommend  to  the  feveral  States, 
that  the  eftates,  rights,  and  properties  of  luch 
laft-mentioned  perfons  lhall  be  reftored  to  them, 
they  refunding  to  any  perfons  who  may  be  now 
in  pofleffion  the  bona  fde  price  (where  any  has 
been  given)  which  fuch  perlons  may  have  paid 
on  purchafing  any  of  che  faid  lands,  rights,  or 
properties  fuice  the  confifcation. 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  perfons  who  have 
any  intereft  in  confifcated  lands,  e  ther  by  debts, 
marriage-fettlements,  or  otherwile,  fhall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  prolecutioa 
of  their  juft  rights. 

Art.  VI-  That  there  fhall  he  co  future  eon- 
fife  a  tions  made,  nor  any  profecutions  commenced 
againft  any  perfon  or  perfons,  for,  or  by  reafoa 
of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken 
in  the  prefent  war ;  and  that  no  perfon  fhall,  oa 
that  account,  fuller  any  future  lof.  or  damage, 
either  in  perfon,  liberty,  or  property  ;  and 
that  thofe  who  may  be  In  confinement  on  fuch 
charges,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  in  America,  fhall  be  immediately  fet  at 
liberty,  and  the  profecutions  fo  commenced  be 
difeontinued. 

VII.  There  fhall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual 
peace  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
faid  States,  and  between  the  fubjefts  of  the 
one,  and  the  citizens  of  the  other;  wherefore 
all  hoftilities  both  by  fea  and  land  lhall,  from 
henceforth,  ceafe;  all  prisoners  on  both  fides 
lhall  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britannick  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhall,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  with¬ 
out  caufing  any  defttudbion,  or  carrying  away 
any  Negroes,  or  other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw' all  his  armies,  garrifyns, 
and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  S.ate*,  and 
from  every  poft,  place,  and  harbour  within  ti.e 
fame,  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American 
artillery  thac  may  be  therein;  and  fhall  ail* 
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order  and  caufe  all  archives,  records,  deeds, 
and  papers  belonging  to  any  of  the  faid  States, 
or  their  citizen?,  which  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his 
Officers,  to  be  forthwith  reftored,  and  delivered 
to  the  propci-  States  and  peifons  to  whom  they 
belong-. 

Art.  VIII.  The  navigation  of  the  river 
Miffifficpi,  from  i'c  fource  to  the  ocean,  ihall 
for  ever  remain  free  and  cyan  to  the  fubjedk  of 
Great-Britain,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 

States. 

Art.  IX.  In  cafe  .it  ffiould  fo  happen  that 
any  place  Qr  territory  b  longing  to  Great-Brir 
tain,  or  to  the  United  StltM,  fhould  have  been 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the 
ether,  before  the  arrival  of  the  faid  provifinnal 
articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed  that  the  fame 
Ihall  be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and  without 
requiring  any  compenfatien. 

Art.  X.  The  loicmn  ratifications  of  the  pre- 
fent  treaty,  expedited  in  good  and  due  form, 
foil!  be  exchanged  between  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or  fooner,  if 
poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the 
lignature  of  the  prefent  treaty.  In  witnefs 
whereof  we  the  underfigned,  their  Minifters 
Plenipotentiary,  have  in  their  name,  and  in 
virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our  hands 
the  prefent  definitive  treaty,  and  cauted  the 
teak  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Paris,  tills  qd  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1783. 

(L.  S.)  John  Adams. 
(L.S.)  David  Hartley. 

(L.  S.)  B.  Franklin, 
(L.  S.)  John  Jay. 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  Duke  of  Bzunfwick  and 
Lunenburg,  Arch-Treafurcrand  Prince  Elettor 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  &c.  To  all  to 
whom-thefe  Prefents  Ihall  come,  Greeting  : 

W  hereas,  for  the  perfecting  and  eftablifhing 
the  peace,  fiicndlhip,  and  good  underftauding, 
fo  happily  commenced  by  the  Provifional  Arti. 
cles  figned  at  Paris  the  thirtieth  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft,  by  the  commiffioners  of  us  and  our 
good  friends  the  United  States  of  America, 
viz.  .New  - Hamplhire,  Maflachufetts  -Bay, 
Rhode-Ifiand,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Pennfyivania,  the  three  I.ower  Coun¬ 
ties  on  Delawaie,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in 
North-America,  and  for  opening,  promoting 
and  rendering  perpetual  the  mutual  intercourfe 
of  trade  and  commerce  between  our  kingdoms 
and.  the  dominions  of  the  faid  United  States, 
we  have  thought  proper  to  inveft  fosne  fit  per- 
fon  with  full  powers  on  our  part  to  meet  and 
confer  with  the  minifters  of 'the  faid  United 
States,  now  redding  at  Paris,  duly  authorized 
for  the  accompiiihing  of  fuch  laudable  and 
falutary  puipofes.  Now  know  ye  that  we,  re- 
poling  fpeciat  truft  and  confidence  in  the  wif- 
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dom,  loyalty,  diligence,  and  cireumfpedtK'il 
of  our  trulty  and  well-beloved  David  Hartley, 
Efq;  (on  whom,  we  have  therefore  conferred 
the  rank  of  our  minifter  plenipotentiary)  have 
nominated,  coriftituted,  and  appointed,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  do  nominate,  conftitute  an^ 
appoint  him  our  true,  certain,  and  undoubted 
coramiffioner,  procurator,  and  plenipotentiary, 
giving  and  granting  to  him  all  and  all  manner 
of  faculty,  power,  and  authority,  togethe? 
with  general  as  well  as  fpecia)  order  (fo  as  the 
general  do  not  derogate  from  the  fpecial,  nor 
on  the  contrary)  for  us  and  in  our  name,  to 
meet,  confer,  treat  and  conclude  with  the  mi¬ 
nifter  or  minifters  furnilhed  with  fufficient 
powers  on  the  part  of  our  faid  good  friends  the 
United  States  of  America,  of  and  concerning 
all  fuch  matters  and  things  as  may  be  requifitc 
and  ncceflary  for  accompiiihing  and  completing 
the  feveral  ends  and  purpofes  herein  befor*- 
mentioned;  and  alfo  for  us  and  in  our  name 
to  fign  fuch  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or 
conventions,  or  other  inftruments  whatfoever, 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  In  the  prenrifes;  dnd 
mutually  to  deliver  and  receive  the  fame  in  ex¬ 
change,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  fuch  other 
adds,  matters,  and  things,  as  may  be  any  ways 
proper  and  conducive  to  the  purpofes  above- 
mentioned,  in  as  full  and  ample  form  and 
manner,  and  with  the  like  validity  and  eifedt, 
as  weourfelf,  if  we  were  prefent,  could  do  and 
perform  the  fame ;  engaging  and  promifing, 
on  our  royal  word,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify, 
and  confirm,  in  the  moft  cffedtunl  manner,  all 
fuch  adts,  matters,  and  things,  as  ihall  be  fo 
tranfadled  and  concluded  by  ouraforefaid  com- 
miffioncr,  procurator,  and  plenipotentiary,  and 
that  we  will  never  fuffer  any  perfon  to  violate 
the  fame  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  adt 
contrary  thereto.  In  teftimony  and  confirma¬ 
tion  of  all  which,  vee  have  caufcd  our  Great 
Seal  of  Great-Britain  to  be  affixed  to  thefe 
prefents,  figned  with  our  royal  hand. 

Given  at  our  Palace  at  St.  James’s,  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  our  reign. 

I  David  Hartley,  the  minifter  above-named, 
certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  my 
original  commiffion,  delivered  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  minifters  this  19th  day  of  May,  1783. 

(Signed)  David  Hartley. 

The  United  States  of  America  in 
Con  cress  affembled, 

To  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  Ihall  come  fend 
greeting. 

WHEREAS  thefe  United  States,  from  a 
lincere  defire  of  putting  an  end  to  the  hoftilities 
between  his  Moft  Chriftian  M'ajefty  and  thefe 
United  States  on  the  one  part,  and  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty  on  the  other,  and  of  terminating 
the  fame  by  a  peace  founded  on  fuch  folid  and 
equitable  principles  as  reafonably  to  promife  a 
permanency  of  the  bleffings  of  tranquility,  did 
heretofore  appoint  the  Hon.  John  Adams,  late 
a  eommillioner  of  the  United  itates  of  Ame- 
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sjca  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  late  Delegate  in 
Congrefs  from  the  ..tate  of  Maffachufetts,  and 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  faid  State,  thtlr  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary,  with  full  powers  general  and 
fpecial  to  aft  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat, 
agree,  and  conclude  with  the  Ambafladors  or 
Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Moll  Chriltian  Ma- 
jelly,  and  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  thofe 
of  any  other  Princes  or  States  whom  it  might 
concern,  relating  to  the  le-eftablilhment  of 
peace  and  friendlhip ;  and  whereas  the  flames 
of  war  have  fince  that  time  been  extended,  and 
other  nations  and  States  are  involved  therein  : 
Now  know  ye,  that  we  ftill  continuing  earnelt- 
ly  defirous,  as  far  as  depends  upon  us,  to  p  it 
a  flop  to  the  eft'ufion  of  blond,  and  to  convince 
the  powers  of  Europe,  that  we  with  for  no¬ 
thing  more  ardently  than  to  terminate  the  war 
by  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  have  thought 
proper  to  renew  the  powers  formerly  given  to 
the  faid  John  Adams,  and  to  join  four  other 
perfons  in  commiflion  with  him ;  and  having 
full  confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and 
ability  of  the  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin, 
our  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  and  the  hon.  John  Jay,  late  Prefi- 
dent  of  Congrefs,  and  .Chief-Juftice  of  the 
State  of  New-York,  and  our  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  the 
hon.  Henry  Laurens,  formerly  Prefidcnt  of 
Congrefs,  and  commiflionated  and  lent  as  our 
agent  to  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries,  -and-  the  hon.  Thomas  Jcflerfon, 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
have  nominated,  conftituted,  and  appointed, 
and  by  thefe  prelents  do  nominate,  conftitute, 
and  appoint  the  faid  Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Jay,  Henry  Laurens,  and  Thomas 
Jefferfon,  in  addition  to  the  faid  John  A- 
dams,  giving  and  granting  to  them,  the  faid 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay, 
Henry  Laurens,  and  Thomas  Jeft'erlbn,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  or  of  fuch  of  them  as  may 
aflemble,  er,  in  cafe  of  the  death,  abfence, 
indifpofltion,  or  other  impediment  of  the  o- 
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thers,  to  any  one  of  them,  full  power  and  au¬ 
thority,  general  and  fpecial,  conjunftly  and 
feparately,  and  general  and  fpecial  command, 
to  repair  to  fuch  place  as  may  be  fixed  Upon 
for  opening  negociatbns  for  peace,  and  there, 
for  us,  and  in  our  name,  to  confer,  treat,  a- 
gree,  and  conclude  with  the  Ambafladors, 
Commifikners  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Princes 
and  States  whom  it  may  concern,  veiled  with 
equal  powers  relating  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
peace ;  and  whatfoever  fhall  be  agreed  and  con¬ 
cluded,  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  fign  j  and 
thereupon  make  a  treaty  or  treaties,  and  to 
tranfaft  every  thing  that  may  be  neceflary  for 
compleating,  fecuring,  and  ftrengthening  the 
great  work  of  pacification,  in  as  ample  form, 
and  with  the  fame  efteft,  as  if  we  wereperfon- 
ally  prefent  and  afted  therein,  hereby  promif- 
ing  in  good  faith  that  we  will  accept,  ratify, 
fulfil,  and  execute  whatever  lhall  be  agreed, 
concluded,  and  figned  by  our  faid  Miniftcrs 
Plenipotentiary,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of 
fuch  of  them  as  may  aflemble,  or  in  cafe  of 
the  death,  abfence,  Indifpofltion,  or  other  im¬ 
pediment  of  the  others,  by  any  one  of  them  5 
and  that  we'Vvill  never  aft  nor  fuft’er  any  perfon 
to  aft  contrary  to  the  fame  in  whole  or  in  any 
part.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe 
prelents  to  be  figned  by  our  Preiident,  and  feal- 
'ed  with  his  feal. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  in  the  fifth 
year  of  our  independence,  by  the  United  States 
in  Congrefs  afiembled. 

(Signed)  Sam.  Huntington,  Prefident. 

Cha.  Thomson,  Secretarj. 

We  certify  the  foregoing  copies  of  file  refnec- 
tive  full  powers  to  be  authentic.  Paris,  Sept.  3, 
17S3. 

(Signed)  George  Hammond,  Secretary 
to  the  Britifli  Commiflion. 

W.  T.  Fr  an  u  in,  Secretary  te 
the  American  Commiflion. 
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The  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  mold  remarkable  Events  of  the  War,  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  American  Colonies,  which  at  length  terminated  ini 
their  Emancipation,  and  the  Eiiablifhment  of  the  United  States  of  Amf- 
RtCA,  to  which  is  annexed,  an  exaft  Table  offthe  Dirtances  of  the  principal 
Towns,  and  the  Routs  of  the  Armies  during  the  unhappy  Cornell ;  and  etn- 
bellilhed  with  an  accurate  Map  of  the  Country  of  the  United  States. 


UNDER  the  adminiftration  of  Mr. 

George  Grenville,  as  firrt  Lord  of 
the  Treafurv,  an  aft  palfed  March  2a, 
176^  for  laying  a  damp-duty  in  the*Bricilh 
colonies  of  North  America,  and  fome 
other  injudicious  regulations  were  made 
under  pretence  of  preventing  fmuggling, 
but  which  in  effeft  fo  cramped  the  trade 
of  the  colonies,  as  to  be  prejudicial  both 
to  them  and  to  the  mother  country. 
When  this  aft  reached  the  colonies  it 
was  treated  with  every  mark  of  contempt, 
and  all  ranks  engaged  in  oppofition  to  it, 
aliening  by  their  General  AiTemblies  that 
they  only,  with  the  king  or  his  (ubflitute, 
had  [the  right  to  lay  taxes  and  impolitions 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies,  all 
attempts  to  invert  fuch  power  in  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  being  illegal,  unconlli- 
tutional  and  unjuft,  and  had  the  tendency 
to  deftroy  Britilh  as  well  as  American 
Freedom. 

Many  perfons  who  went  from  England, 
With  commiflions  to  aft  as  rtrftributors  of 
the  damps,  were  alfo  compelled  publicly' 
to  renounce  their  employ.  Several  afts 
of  violence  were  commit'ed,  with  a  view 
of  preventing  the  executing  of  the  rtamp- 
aft,  and  alTociations  were  all©  formed  in 
the  different  colonies,  whereby  ihe  people 
bound  themfelves  not  to  import  or  pur- 
chafe  any  Britilh  manufactures,  till  that 
aft  fhoiild  be  repealed.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  different  colonies  alio  eftablifhed 
committees  from  every  colony  to  corref- 
pond  wiih  each  other,  concerning  the 
general  affairs  of  the  whole,  and  even  ap¬ 
pointed  deputies  from  tbefe  committees 
to  meet  in  congrefs  at  New  York.  They 
affembied  together  in  that  city,  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1765,  and  this  was  the  firlt  congrefs 
held  on  the  American  continent. 

Alter  the  repeal  of  the  damp-aft,  which 
was  received  with  great  joy  in  America, 
all  things  became  quiet  there  ;  bur  unhap¬ 
pily  new  attempts  were  made  to  tax  them 
in  the  Britilh  parliament  :  an  aft  was  puf¬ 
fed  laying  certain  duties  on  paper,  glafs, 
tea,  & c.  imported  into  America,  to  be 
paid  by  the  colonics  for  the  purpole  of 
railing  a  revenue  to  the  government. 
About  two  years  after,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  repeal  thefe  duties,  excepting 
that  on  tea  ;  but  as  it  was  not  the  amount 
EuRor,  Mao. 


of  the  duties,  but  the  right  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  impofe  taxes  ini 
America,  which  was  the  fubjeft  of  dif- 
puie,  the  repealing  the  other  duties 
anfwered  no  purpofe  while  that  on  tea  re¬ 
mained  ;  which  accordingly  became  a  frelh 
fubjeft  of  conted  between  the  mother- 
country  and  the  colonies.  Other  laws 
had  alio  been  parted  in  England,  particu¬ 
larly  one  relative  to  quartering  troops  in 
the  colonies,  and  another  for  fufpending 
the  legiflative  power  ot  the  affembly  of 
New  York,  which  gave  great  umbrage  in 
America.  Another  fcheme  was  alfo  adopt¬ 
ed,  of  appointing  the  governors  and  judges 
in  the  colonies  to  be  paid  by  the  crown, 
and  not  by  the  provincial  affemblies,  as 
heretofore. 

In  order  to  induce  the  Ead  India  com¬ 
pany  to  become  indrutnental  in  enforce- 
ing  the  tea-duty  in  America,  an  act  was 
palfed,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to 
export  their  teas,  duty-free,  to  all  places 
whatfoever.  Several  fhips  were  accord¬ 
ingly  freighted  with  teas  for  the  different 
colonies  by  the  company,  which  alto  ap¬ 
pointed  agents  there  for  the  dil'pofal  of 
that  commodity.  It  was  eafily  compre¬ 
hended,  that  if  the  tea  was  oncek landed, 
and  in  the  cudody  of  the  confignees,’  no 
alTociations,  nor  other  meafures,  Would 
be  diffident  to  pi  event  its  Tale  and  con- 
fumption  :  and  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed, 
they  laid,  that  when  taxation  was  eda- 
bliffied  in  one' indance,  it.  would  redrain 
itfelf  in  others.  Thefe  ideas  being  gene¬ 
rally  prevalent  in  America,  it  was  relolved 
by  the  colonifts  to  prevent  the  landing- of 
the  tea-cargoes  amongrt  them,  at  whatever 
hazard.  Accordingly  three  drips  laden 
with  tea  having  arrived  in  the  port  of 
Borton  in  December  1773,  a  number  of 
armed  men,  under  the  difguife  of  Mo¬ 
hawk  Indians,  boarded  thefe  drips,  and 
in  a  few  hours  dilcbarged  their  whole 
cargoes  of  tea  into  the  fea,  without  doing 
any  other  damage,  or  offering  any  injury 
to  the  captains  or  crews.  In  general  the 
cominidioners  for  the  fale  of  that  com¬ 
modity  were  obliged  to  relmquiffi  their 
employments,  and  the  maders  of  the  tea 
veffcls,  from  an  appreheiffion  of  danger, 
returned  again  to  England  with  their  car¬ 
goes.  At  New  Yo.k,  indeed,  the  tea  was 
U  U  landed 
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landed  under  the  cannon  of  a  man  of  war. 
But  the  per  ferns  in  the  fervice  of  govern¬ 
ment  there  were  obliged  to  confent  to 
ii,  being  locked  up  from  ufe.  And  in 
South  Carolina  fonte  was  thrown  into  the 
river,  as  at  Boflon. 

Thefe  proceedings  excited  fo  much  in¬ 
dignation,  that  on  the  3 r It  ofMarch  1774, 
an  aft  was  paffed  for  removing  the  cuflom- 
houle  officers  from  the  town  of  Boflon, 
and  fhutting  up  the  port.  Another  aft 
was  Toon  after  paffed  ‘  for  better  regulat- 
ing  the  government  in  the  province  of 
Maffachufel’s  Bay.’  Another  aft  was  alfo 
paffed,  empowering  the  governor  of  Maf- 
iachufets  bay  to  fend  perfons  accufcd  of 
crimes  there,  to  be  tried  in  England  for 
fuch  offences. 

The  meafuresof  government  refpefting 
America  had  fo  univerfally  exafptrated 
rhe  colonills,  that  provincial  or  town- 
meetings  were  held  in  every  part  of  the 
continent,  wherein  they  avowed  their  in¬ 
tentions  of  oppofing,  in  the  moll  vigorous 
manner,  the  mcafures  of  adminiflration. 
Agreements  were  entered  into  in  the 
different  colonics,  whereby  the  fuhfcrib- 
ers  bound  themfclvcs  in  the  riiofl  folemn 
manner,  ami  in  the  pretence  of  God,  to 
iufpend  all  commercial  intercourfe  with 
Great  Britain,  from  the  lad  clay  of  the 
month  of  Augull,  1774,  until  the  Bofton- 
ort-bill,  and  the  other  late  obnoxious 
iws  were  repealed,  and  the  colony  of 
Mallachufet’s  Bay  fully  rcllorcd  to  iis 
chartered  rights.  Other  tranfuftions  fuc- 
ceeded  ;  and  the  flame  continued  to  in- 
creafe  and  extend  in  America,  till  at 
length  twelve  of  the  colonies,  including 
that  whole  extent  of  country  which 
fl retches  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia, 
had  appointed  deputies  to  attend  a  Gene¬ 
ra!  Congrefs,  which  w^s  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia,  and  opened  the  jth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1775.  They  met  accordingly, 
and  the  delegates  reprefented  the  leveral 
Englilh  colonies  of  New  Hainpfhire,  Maf- 
fachu let’s  Bay,  Rhode  llland  and  Provi¬ 
dence  plantations,  COnncfticut,  New- 
York,  Ncw-Jerfey,  Pcnnfylvania,  the 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Ca- 
rolina.  They  entered  into  an  affocialion, 
in  which  they  bound  themfelves  and  their 
condiments,  not  to  import  into  Britifh 
America,  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
any  goods,  wares,  or  inerchandife  wltat- 
foever,  from  the  firft  day  of  December 


following;  nor  to  import  any  Eafl-Incha 
tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  ;  nor  to 
export  anv  merchandize  or  commodity 
whatfoever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or 
the  Wed-Indies,  from  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1775,  unlefs  the  aft  for  Hopping 
the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour  of 
Bofton,  that  for  altering  the  charter  and 
government  of  the  province  of  Mafl'a- 
chufet’s  Bay,  the  afts  by  which  duties 
were  iinpofed  on  any  commodities  im¬ 
ported  into  America,  and  fome  other 
afts,  which  they  enumerated,  were 
repealed.  They  avowed  their  allegiance 
to  his  Majedy,  and  their  affeftion  and  re¬ 
gard  for  their  fellow  fubjefts  in  Great 
Britain,  but  aderted  the  neceflity  of  their 
adopting  fuch  tneafurcs  as  were  calculated 
to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances 
which  they  laboured  under  ;  and  which,  ' 
they  faid,  threatened  ddlruftion  to  the 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  colonies,  all  which  they 
let  forth  in  a  petition  to  the  throne, 
which  was  treated  with  contempt. 

The  inhabitants  of  die  American  co¬ 
lonies  began  then  to  prepare  for  all 
events  ;  and  accordingly  trairied  and  excr- 
rifed  their  militia  with  great  induftry  ; 
and  when  advice  was  received  of  a  pro¬ 
clamation  which  was  iflued  in  England, 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition  to  America,  mcafures  were 
immediately  taken  to  fupply  the  defeft. 

In  order  to  render  themfelves  as  indepen¬ 
dent  as  pollible  of  foreigners,  for  the  fup¬ 
ply  of  thofe  articles,  mills  were  erefted, 
and  manufaftories  formed,  both  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  and  Virginia,  for  the  making 
of  gunpowder  ;  and  encouragement  was 
given  iu  all  the  colonies,  for  the  fabrica¬ 
tion  of  arms  of  every  kind. 

It  was  on  the  19th  of  April,  177,5, 
that  the  fir  It  blood  was  drawn  in  this 
unhappy  civil  war,  in  the  aftion  at  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Concord,  in  New  England'*', 
occafioned  by  General  Gage  having  fent 
a  body  of  troops  to  deftroy  fome  Ameri¬ 
can  military  flores  at  Concord.  In  this 
expedition  the  king’s  troops  fucceeded  in 
their  delign,  hut  C5  of  them  were  killed, 
iyo  wounded,  and  about  20  taken  pri- 
loners.  Immediately  after,  numerous  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  American  militia  iuvtrflcd  the 
town  of  Boflon,  in  which  General  Gage, 
and  his  troops  were.  In  all  the  colonies 
they  prepared  for  war  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch  ;  and  a  Hop  was  alrnofl  every 


*  For  the  exaft  didance  of  the  routs  of  the  armies  in  the  different  countries,  fee 
the  table  at  the  conclufiou  of  this  account. 
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where  put  to  the  exportation  of  provi- 
fions.  The  continental  congrefs  met  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  loth  of  May,  and 
foon  adopted  fuch  meaftires  as  confirmed 
the  people  in  their  refoiutions  to  oppole 
the  Briiifli  government  to  the  utmoft. 
Among  their  firff  atls  were  refoiutions 
for  the  railing  an  army,  and  the  eltablifh- 
ment  of  a  large  paper  curremy  for  its 
payment.  They  adorned  the  appellation 
of  ‘  the  United  Colonies  of  America,’ 
who  were  lecurities  for  realifing  the  no¬ 
minal  value  of  this  currency.  They  alfo 
flriclly  prohibited  the  fupplying  the  Bri- 
tifh  fifheries  with  any  kind  of  provifions  ; 
and  to  render  this  order  the  more  effec¬ 
tual,  flopt  all  exportation  to  thofe  colo¬ 
nics,  iflands,  and  places,  which  (till  re¬ 
tained  their  obedience. 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  relate 
all  the  particulars  of  this  fatal  war.  We 
can  only  mention  fome  of  the  mofl  im¬ 
portant  tranfaclions.  On  the  17th  of 
June,  1775,  a  bloody  aeiion  happened 
at  Bunker’s-hill,  near  Boflon,  between 
the  royal  troops  and  the  Americans,  in 
which  the  former  had  at  laff  the  advan¬ 
tage  ;  but  the  Americans  difplayed  great 
intrepidity  ;  and  of  the  king’s  troops,  s>y.6' 
were  killed,  and  more  than  800  wound¬ 
ed,  including  many  officers.  About  this 
time  the  congrefs  appointed  Ceorge  Wafh- 
ington,  Efq  ;  a  gentleman  of  large  for¬ 
tune  m  Virginia,  of  great  military  talents, 
and  who  had  acquired  conliderable  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  command  of  different  bodies 
of  provincials  during  the  lall  war,  to  be 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all 
the  American  forces.  They  alfo  publifh- 
ed  a  declaration,  in  which  they  filed 
themfelves  ‘  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
United  Colonies  of  North  America,’  and 
alligned  their  reafons  for  taking  up  arms. 
It  was  written  in  a  very  animated  flrain, 
and  contained  the  following  paifage  :  4  In 
our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the 
freedom  that  is  our  birth-right,  and  which 
we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of 
it;  for  the  protcftion  of  our  property,  ac¬ 
quired  folely  by  the  induftry  of  our  fore¬ 
fathers  and  ourlelves  ;  againit  violence  ac¬ 
tually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms. 
We  fhall  lav  them  down  when  hoftili ties 
fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggrelfors, 
and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed 
fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before.’  A 
fecond  petition  to  the  king  was  alfo  vot¬ 
ed  by  the  congrefs,  in  which  they  earneff- 
Iv  folicited  his  majeffy  10  put  a  flc'p  to 
the  unhappy  conteil  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies.  This  petition 
was  afterwards  prelented  by  Mr.  Penn, 
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late  governor,  and  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  Pennlvlvama,  through  the  hands  of  Lord 
Dartmouth,  Lcretary  of  fiate  for  the 
Ameiican  department;  but  Mr.  Penn 
was  foon  after  informed,  that  no  anfwer 
would  be  given  to  it.  The  refufal  of  the 
king  to  give  any  anfwer  to  this  petition, 
to  a  petition  from  nearly  three  millions 
of  people,  contributed  exceedingly  to¬ 
wards  farther  exalperating  the  minds  of 
the  Americans. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1766,  the  town 
cfBollon  was  evacuated  by  theking’stroops. 
On  the  4th  of  July  following,  the  con¬ 
grefs  publidied  a  folcnin  declaration,  in 
which  they  alligned  their  reafons  for  with¬ 
drawing  tlicir  allegiance  from  the  king 
of  Great  Britain.  In  the  name,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Colonies,  they  declared  that  they 
then  were,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 

4  Free  and  Independent  States:  that  they 
were  ablolved  from  all  allegiance  to  fhe 
Bntilh  crown,  and  that  all  political  con¬ 
nection  between  them  and  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  was  totally  djffoived  ; 
and  alfo  that,  as  free  and  independent 
ffates,  they  had  full  power  to  levy  war, 
conclude  peace,  comratf  alliances,  efta- 
blifh  commerce,  and  do  all  other  afls 
and  things,  which  independent  flates  may 
of  right  do.’  They  likewile  publifbed  ar¬ 
ticles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
between  the  United  Colonies,  in  which 
they  alfumcd  the  title  of  “The  United 
States  of  America,”  and  by  which  each 
of  the  colonics  contracled  a  reciprocal 
treaty  of  alliance  and  fnendfhip  for  their 
common  defence,  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  liberties,  and  for  their  general  and 
mutual  advantage  ;  obliging  themfelves 
to  aihff  each  other  r.gainft  all  violence 
that  might  threaten  all,  or  any  one  of 
them,  and  to  repel,  in  common,  all  the 
aitacks  that  might  be  levelled  againft  all, 
or  any  one  of  them,  on  account  of  reli¬ 
gion,  fovereigntv,  commerce,  or  under 
any  other  pretext  whatfoever.  Each  of 
the  colonies  relerved  to  themfelves  alone 
tire  exclufive  right  of  regulating  iheir 
internal  government,  and  of  framing 
laws  in  all  matters  not  included  in 
the  articles  of  confederation,  which  may 
be  feen  in  the  Remembrancer,  pnblifhed 
by  Mr.  Debretr  of  Piccadilly. 

In  Augult  this  year,  the  Americans 
were  driven  from  Long  Ifland,  New-Yoik, 
with  great  lofs,  and  great  numbers  of 
them  were  taken  piiloners  ;  and  the  city 
of  New  York  was  afterwards  taken  pollef- 
fion  of  by  the  king’s  troops,  which  were 
then  commanded  by  Sir  William  Howe. 

U  u  2  "  Th« 
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The  royal  army  alfo  obtained  fome  other 
confiderable  advantages  over  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  ;  but  notwithftanding  this,  very  little 
progrefs  was  made  in  their  fubjugation. 
Genoal  Walhingiqn  Hill  commanded  a 
large  army  :  and  though  be  catttioufly 
avoided  coining  to  a  general  engagement, 
bpng  unwilling  to  rilk  the  caule  ol  the 
Americans  on  the  event  of  a  ftngle  battle, 
he  found  means  cffeftually  to  prevent  the 
Brittfh  army  from  obtaining  any  great 
footing  in  the  country.  He  occupied  the 
jnoft  advantageous  heights  and  polls,  and  en¬ 
trenched  his  army  with  great  military  hull. 
However  on  ihe  8th  of  December  General 
Clinton  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  obtained 
polTeflionot  Rhode-lfiand  ;  and  incurfions 
Were  alfo  made  by  the  Britifh  troops  into 
the  Jcrfies.  But  in  the  night  of  the  2,5th 
of  December,  General  Washington,  with 
a  detachment  of  Ins  army,  eroded  the 
river  Delaware,  in  the  iiiidfl  of  fnow, 
florins,  and  ice,  and  furprifed  a  brigade  of 
the  Heiiian  tioops,  in  ihe  pay  of  Great 
Britain.  He  took  npwai ds  of  nine  hun¬ 
dred  of  them  priloners,  with  whom 
he  repaffed  lire  Delaware;  having  alfo 
taken  ihree  ftandards,  fix  pieces  ot  brafs 
cannon,  and  near  3000  iland  of  arms. 
Ihe  America:^  had  alfo  fitted  out  a  great 
namber  of  privateers,  which  took  many 
iinglilii  prizes;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
i)ot  a  few  ef  the  Ameiican  vefiels  fell 


into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  hut  they 
were  generally  much  lefs  valuable. 

In  the  month  of  September  1777,  two 
a£lions  of  lome  importance  happened  be¬ 
tween  the  armies  of  General  Howe  and 
General  Wafhington,  in  both  of  which 
the  former  had  the  advantage  ;  and  foon 
after  the  city  of  Philadelphia  furrendertd 
to  the  king’s  troops.  But  an  expedition, 
that  had  for  fome  time  been  concerted, 
of  invading  the  revolted  colonies  by  the 
way  of  Canada,  proved  extremely  un- 
fuccefsful.  I  he  command  of  this  expe¬ 
dition  had  been  given  to  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne,  a  very  gallant  and'expe- 
nenccd  officer.  He  fet  out  from  Quebec 
with  an  army  of  near  10,000  men,  and 
an  extraordinary  fine  train  of  artillery, 
and  was  joined  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
the  Indians.  For  fome  time  he  drove  the 
Americans  before  him,  and  made  bim- 
lelf  mailer  of  Ticonderoga ;  bht  at  length 
he  encountered  fuch  difficulties,  and  was 
fa  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the  Americans 
under  Gates  and  Arnold,  that  after  two 
fevere  actions,  fin  which  great  numbers 
fell,  and  in  which  Arnold  difplayed  un¬ 
common  bravery,  general  Burgoyne  and 
his  whole  army  were  obliged  to  furren- 
/der  themftlves  to  the  Americans,  by 
convention,  on  the  17th  of  Otlober  this 
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The  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  molt  remarkabl 
Britain  and  her  American  Col< 
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rT['1  H  E  parliament  and  people  of  Great- 
JL  Britain  now  began  to  be  in  general 
alarmed  at  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war:  and  in  June  1778,  the  Earl 
ofCarlifle,  William  Eden,  Efq.  and  George 
Johnltone,  Efq.  arrrived  at  Philadelphia, 
as  commi (boners  from  his  majefly,  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  difputes  between  the  mother-coun¬ 
try  and  the  colonies.  They  were  inverted 
with  certain  powers  for  this  purports  by 
atrt  of  parliament.  But  it  was  now  too 
late  :  the  terms,  which,  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  conteft,  would  have  bee*  accepted 
with  gratitude,  were  now  rejefted  with 
difdain.  The  congrefs  refufed  to  enter 
into  any  treaty  with  the  Britilh  commif- 
fioners,  if  the  independency  of'the  United 
States  of  America  was  not  previoufly  ac¬ 
knowledged,  or  the  Britifh  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies  withdrawn  from  America.  Neither 
of  thefe  requifitions  being  complied  with, 
the  war  continued  to  be  earned  on  with 
mutual  animofity.  On  January  30,  1778, 
a  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded  at  Paris 
between  the  French  king  and  the  Thir¬ 
teen  United  American  colonies,  in  which 

*  Jofephus  Antiq. 


Events  of  the  War,  between  Great 
n  ie  5,  &c.  continued  from  p.  340. 

their  independence  was  acknowledged  by 
the  court  of  France.  But  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  Georgia  was  invaded  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops,  the  town  of  Savannah  taken, 
and  the  whole  province  at  length  com¬ 
pletely  reduced. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1780,  Sir  Henry 
Cli  nton,  who  had  now  the  chief  command 
of  the  Britifli  troops  in  America,  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Charles-Town,  South- 
Carolina  ;  and  on  the  16th  of  Auguft  Earl 
Cornwallis  obtained  a  very  rtgnal  viftory 
over  General  Gates,  in  which  about  a 
thoufand  American  prifoners  were  taken, 
befides  feven  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  a 
number  of  colours,  and  their  ammunition 
waggons.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarletotr 
alfo  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  feve- 
ral  (kirmilhes  with  the  Americans,  and 
obtained  fome  conrtderable  advantages  over 
them.  But  on  the  10th  of  July,  Motif. 
Ternay,  with  a  fleet  confllling  of  feven 
(hips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  and  a 
large  body  of  French  troops,  commanded 
by  the  Count  de  Rochambcau,  arrived  at 
Rliode  Kland,  and  landed  6000  men  there. 

iool*  II.  Chap.  XV. 

The 


422  THE  EUROPEA: 

The  American  inhabitants  congratulated 
the  French  general  upon  his  arrival ;  and 
he  allured  them,  that  the  king,  his  mailer, 
had  fent  him  to  the  aflillance  of  his  good 
and  faithful  allies,  the  United  States  of 
America;  and  that  the  French  troops 
■were  to  aft  under  the  orders  of  General 
Wafhington,  and  would  live  with  the 
Americans  as  their  brethren.  Soon  after 
General  Arnold  deferred  the  fervice  of 
the  congrefs,  and  made  his  efcape  toNew- 
York  ;  he  was  made  a  brigadier-general 
in  the  royal  fervice  ;  but  Major  Andre, 
adjutant-general  to  the  Britilh  army,  who 
had  carried  on  a  clandef.ine  correfpon- 
dence  with  Arnold,  and*\vho  was  taken 
difguifed  within  the  American  lines,  was 
hanged  as  a  fpy,  by  the  fentence  of  a 
court-martial,  at  Tappan,  in  the  province 
of  New-York ;  though  his  fate  was  much 
regretted  on  account  of  his  many  amiable 
qualities. 

In  1781  Earl  Cornwallis  obtained  a  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Americans  under  General 
Green,  at  Guildford,  in  North-Carolina  ; 
hut  it  was  a  bard  fought  battle,  and  the 
lofs  on  both  tides  confiderable. 

The  Britilh  troops  underwent  great 
hardfhips  in  the  couife  of  this  campaign, 
and  their  difficulties  continued  to  m- 
creafe  ;  fo  that  the  fituation  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  who  had  marched  into  Virginia, 
became  at  length  extremely  critical.  On 
the  5th  of  September,  an  aftion  happened 
between  the  Britilh  and  French  fleets, 
which  terminated  fo  little  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  former,  that  Admiral  Graves 
retired  to  New-York,  and  the  French  were 
left  mailers  of  the  navigation  of  the  Che- 
fapeak.  In  the  mean  time,  the  moll  effec¬ 
tual  meafures  were  adopted  by  General 
Wafhington  for  furrounding  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  army;  a  large  body  of  French 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Count  Ko- 
chambeau,  with  a  very  confiderable  train 
of  artillery,  affifted  in  the  enterprise ; 
and  on  the  19th  of  Oftober,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  furrendered  himfelf,  and  his  whole 
army,  by  capitulation,  prifoners  to  the 
combined  armies  of  America  and  France, 
Tinder  the  command  of  General  Walhing- 
ton.  No  event  of  this  unhappy  war  fo 
much  contributed  to  produce  in  men’s 
minds  aconviftion,  that  the  American  co¬ 
lonies  could  not  be  conquered  by  the  arms 
of  Great-Britain,  as  the  furrender  of  this 
fecond  Britilh  army. 

On  the  lit  of  March,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  addrefled  the  king,  requelling 
his  majefly  to  put  an  end  to  the  American 
war.  And  a  treaty  of  peace  being  fet  on 
foot,  the  provifional  articles  were  figned 


*  MAGAZINE, 

on  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  bv  the 
commiffioner  of  his  Britannic  majefly  at 
Paris,  and  the  commiffioners  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  which  the  thirteen 
provinces  were  acknowledged  by  his  ma- 
jelfy  to  be  free,  fovereign,  and  indepen¬ 
dent  dates,  which  were  ratified  by  the 
Definitive  Treaty.  Thus  ended  a  con- 
tell,  in  which  Great-Britain  loll  thegpeatell 
part  of  her  American  colonies,  and  many 
tboufand  valuable  lives,  and  in  which  Ihe 
had  expended  nearly  one  hundred  millions 
of  money. 

We  Iball  here  fubjoin  fome  roads  that 
lead  through  its  whole  extent;  fixing  the 
center  at  Charles  Town,  South-Carolina  : 
the  firfl  feven  proceed  fouth  to  St.  Au- 
gufline  and  Penfacola;  and  the  latter 
north  to  Bollon  and  Quebec ;  in  all  2226 
miles. 

•  qf  /  "  _ 

Miles 


I.  To  Beaufort,  Port-Royal. 


Afliley  ferry 

10 

Stone-bridge 

6 

16 

Ponpon-bridge  r 

J9 

35 

Alhepoo-bridge 

7 

42 

Combahee-bridge 

lx 

53 

Roupell’s  ferry 

9 

62 

Beaufort 

12 

74 

II.  To  Fort-Augulfa. 

Dorchefler 

■  *9 

Smith’s  ferry 

16 

35 

Red  Bank 

15 

50 

Kelly’s  Cowpen 

12 

62 

Colfon’s  Old  Place 

10 

72 

Turkey  Creek 

35 

107 

New  Wihdfor  [•» 

4° 

M7 

Fort-Augulla  -  - 

4 

151 

III.  To  Purryfburgh. 

Combahee-bridge  (I.) 

53 

Coofaha’tchee 

16 

69 

Quinch’s  Plantation 

18 

87 

Purryfburgh 

10 

97 

IV.  To  Savannah  in  Georgia, 

and 

St. 

Augulline  in  Ealt-Florida. 

Coofahatchee  (III.) 

% 

Purrylburgh,  new  road 

25 

94 

Savannah,  by  water 

24 

118 

Fort  Barrington 

60 

178 

St.  Augulline 

115  293 

V.  To  Sunbury  in  Georgia. 
Savannah  (IV.)  -  -  118 

Sunbury  -  -  40  158 

VI.  To  Savannah  and  Frederica  in  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  St.  Augulline,  by  water,  inland. 
Wappoo  -  5 

New 


New  Cut 

Boone’s  Point  • 

Watt’s  Cut 
Mufketo  Creek 
Bower’s  Point 
Otter  If! and 
Eeaufort 
Archie’s  Creek 
Over  Port-Royal  Sound 
1'hrough  Skull  Creek 
Hilton  Head 

Over  Tybee  Sound  to  Cockfpur 

Savannah 

Atiguftine  Creek 

Skiddaway  Point 

The  Narrows 

Hangman’s  Point 

St.  Catharine’s  Sound 

Acrofs  the  Sound 

Sappelo  Sound 

Doughboy  Ifland  - 

Frederica 

Jekyl 

Cumberland 
St.  Mary’s  River 
Naflau  River 
St.  John’s  River 
St.  Augulline 


E  C  E  M  B  E  R,  1783. 

1  _ 

Miles 

14  19  Chickefaw  Camp 

4Z3 

Miles 
16  243 

19 

32 

Hencoop 

• 

13  256 

13 

45 

Brodie’s 

8  264 

3 

48 

Beaver  Dams 

- 

li  275 

9 

57 

Eighteen-mile  Branch 

- 

12  287 

6 

63 

Twelve-mile  River 

- 

6  293 

20 

83 

Fort  Prince  George 

• 

12  305 

9 

92 

Highwafley 

• 

80  385 

5 

97 

Tecotey 

* 

*2  397 

3 

too 

Beaver  Dams 

• 

8  405 

9 

109 

Top  of  Chefnut-Hill 

• 

3  408 

5 

114 

Great  Telliquo 

'22  430 

9 

1 23 

Chotte,  Mother  Town 

• 

l8  448 

5 

128 

Tomawtley 

- 

5  453 

8 

136 

Fort  Loudoun,  or  Tulkeeguey 

2  455 

5 

12 

14 

14J 

J53 

167 

IX.  To  Orangeburgh. 
Dorchefter 

10 

4 

171 

Noel’s 

- 

3°  49 

14 

185 

Young’s 

• 

18  67 

H 

1 99 

Orangeburgh 

- 

9 

so  219 
9  228 
10  238 
£0  258 
10  268 
8  276 
40  316 


VII.  To  the  Creek  Country,  Mobille, 
Penfacola,  & c. 

Fort-Augufta  (II.) 

Ogechee  River  «  -  70 

Okonee  River  -  -  40 

Okmulgee  River  *  -  35 

Flint  River  -  ”35 


X.  To  Fort  Prince  George,  &c. 
Orangeburgh  (IX.) 

Edilto  -  -  18 

Shipes’s  -  "33 

Ninety-Six  -  -  24 

Fort  Prince  George  (VIII.)  96 

Fort  Loudoun  (VIII.)  -  50 


7S 

127 

151 

247 

397 


151 

221 

261 

296 

331 


Chattahoochey,  or  Coweta  River  70  401 
Talaflee,  Indian  town  -  75 

Mokulaflce,  ditto  -  -  20 

Albania  -  -  6 

Mobille  -  -  180 

Penfacola,  by  water  -  70 


476 
496 
502 
682 
75  2 


XI.  To  George-town,  Winyaw,  and 
thence  to  Bolton  in  New-England,  in¬ 
cluding  North-Carolina,  Virginia,  Mary¬ 
land,  Peunfylvania,  New-Jerfey,  New- 
York,  &c.  &c.  being  the  road  ul'ed  by 
gentlemen  who  make  the  tour  of  the 
continent. 

Hobeaw 


VIII.  To  Congarees,  Ninety-Six,  Fort 
Prince  George,  and  Fort  Loudoun,  in 
the  Cherokee  country. 

Goofe  Creek 

Monck’s  Corner  -  -  16 

Markie’s  <  -  -  16 

Eutaw  Spring  -  -  14 

Serjeant  Campbell’s  -  15 

Berwick’s  -  -  1 1 

Whiteford’s  -  -  11 

Beaver  Creek  -  -  16 

Congarees  -  *  18 

Twelve-mile  Creek  -  12 

Hayes’s  -  -11 

Saluda  River  -  -  17 

Saluda  Oldiown  -  -  18 

Ninety-Six  -  .  18 

Plumb  Branch  •  »  18 


16 

32 

48 

62 

77 

88 

99 

!15 

*83 

H5 

156 

*73 

191 

209 

227 


Remington’s 
Baldwin’s 
Withers’s 

South  Branch  Santee  River 
North  Branch  ditto 
Georgetown,  a  ferry 
Pike’s 
Lewis’s 
Boundary-houfe 

[North-Carolina.] 
Bell’s  at  Lockwood’ s-folly  bridge 
Brunfwick 

Egan’s  on  Cape-Fear  River 
Wilmington,  two  ferries 
Collier’s 
Sage’s 

Snead’s  ferry,  New  River 
Simmons’s 

Warburton’s  ■  - 
Orm’s  feriy,  Trent  River 
Newbern 

Kemp’s  ferry,  Ncufe  River 


9 

3 

*7 

M 

z 

12 

32 

*9 

11 


3 

12 

*5 

32 

46 

48 

60 

92 

m 

122 


144 
166 
180 
182 
197 
2 10 
223 
14  237 

12  249 

13  262 
J3  275 

8f 
John- 


2 

J5 

J3 

*3 
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Miles 

Miles 

Johnflon’s 

7  292 

Stamford 

6  948 

Salter’s  ferry,  Tar  River 

21  313 

Norwalk 

. 

10  958 

Brown’s 

1 7  330 

Fairfield 

- 

12  970 

1  aylor’s  - 

15  345 

Stratford 

- 

8  978 

-  Dixon’s 

22  367 

Milford 

- 

4  98z 

Halifax,  on  Roanoke  River 

l8  385 

Newhaven 

m 

10  992 

Stanton’s 

11  396 

North-haven 

• 

7  999 

Wallinford 

_ 

6  1005 

[Virginia.] 

Merriden 

_ 

7  1012 

Rowell’s 

7  403 

Great  Swamp 

9  1021 

Hickford,  New  Inn 

10  413 

Weathers  field 

7  1028 

Hall’s  ordinary 

2,5  438 

Hartford 

-  . 

3  i°3» 

Peterfburgh,  Wild’s 

20  458 

Windfor 

8  1039 

Bermuda  Hundred 

14  472 

Enfield 

_ 

8  1047 

Charles’s  City  Court-houfe,  a  fer- 

Springfield 

- 

10  1057 

ry  over  James’s  River 

1o  *x°5 

Kingfton 

• 

14  1071 

Larton’s  ferry  at  Chicahomony 

15  5°° 

Weitern 

- 

9  1080 

Williamfburg 

12  512 

Brookfield 

6  1086 

Doncaflle’s 

16  528 

Leicefler 

14  1100 

Ruffian’s  ferry 

13  54 1 

Worccfler 

• 

6  1106 

King  William’s  Court-houfe 

12  553 

Sbrewlbury 

6  1112 

Tod’s  bridge 

12  5^5 

Marlborough 

- 

10  1122 

Snead’s  ordinary 

20  585 

Sunburv 

• 

12  1134 

Port-Royal,  on  Rappahannock  K. 

12  ,597 

Waterlioufe 

- 

.9  1143 

Hoe’s  ferry 

18  O15 

Boflon 

- 

9  1  *52 

[Maryland.] 

XII.  To  Newport,  Rhode-Ifiand. 

Laidler’s,  over  Potowmack  River 

3  618 

Bofton  (XI.) 

• 

1 1,51 

Poit-Tobaczo 

14  632 

Dedham 

• 

14  1166 

Pifcataqua 

16  648 

Wrentham 

- 

13  1 179 

Upper  Marlborough 

16  664 

Rehoboth 

- 

17  1196 

Annapolis,  two  ferries 

2«  686 

Portfmouth 

- 

17  1213 

Rockhall,  by  water 

25  7n 

Newport 

- 

9  1222 

Newton,  on  Chefler  River 

14  725 

Saffiafras  ferry,  called  Georgetown 

XIII.  Another  Road  to  Newport. 

and  Fredericktown 

IO  741 

Wrentham  (XII.) 

• 

11 79 

Head  of  Bohemia  River 

6  747 

Providence 

• 

20  II99 

Newport,  by  water 

- 

30  122Q 

[Pennfylvania.] 

Bird’s  - 

12  7-59 

XIV.  To  Quebec. 

Wilmington 

eo  779 

Ncw-York  (XI.) 

- 

9<>5 

Clielter  -  * 

13  792 

Kingfbridge 

- 

’5  92d 

Philadelphia 

15  8o7 

Concklin’s 

- 

22  942 

"  Frankfort  / 

8  815 

Croton’s  River 

- 

1 2  9.54 

Brilfol 

12  827 

Peck’s  Hill 

. 

10  964 

Rogers  in  the  Highlands 

9  973 

[New-Jeifey.] 

Fiffilkills 

- 

n  984 

Trenton,  a  ferry  r 

10  837 

Poughkeepfie 

- 

14  988 

Princeton 

12  849 

Stralburgh 

- 

11  1009 

Brunfwick,  a  ferry 

17  866 

Schermerhorn’s 

- 

16  1025 

Woodbridge 

11  877 

Livingflon’s  manor 

- 

14  1039 

Llizabeth-Town 

10  887 

Claverack 

- 

7  1046 

Newark 

8  895 

Kinderhook 

n 

14  1060 

Powles-Hook 

8  903 

Half-way  houle 

• 

30  3070 

Ncw-York,  a  ferry  over  Hud- 

Albany 

- 

10  1080 

/  Ton’s  River 

2  905 

Saratoga 

- 

36  ’ 1 1 6 

Kinglbridge 

*4  9'9 

Fort  Edward 

- 

20  .136 

New  Rochelle  * 

IO  QgQ 

Lake  George 

- 

14  150 

Rye 

7  $36 

Ticonderoga,  by  water 

3c  ; 1 80 

Crown  Point 

- 

1  5.5 

[Ncw-England.] 

Fort  Chamble,  by  water 

*  » 

81  ..*83 

Horfcneck 

6  942 

L  nrc 
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42; 

x/  7 

Miles 

Miles 

Laprairc 

15  1298 

Ncw-York 

-  230,000 

Montreal 

6  1304 

Ncw-Jerfey 

140,000 

Trois  Rivieres 

80  J384 

Pennfylvania 

320,000 

Quebec 

y°  H7 4 

Maryland 

300,000 

Virginia 

670,000 

A  recent  Enumeration  of  the  I 

11  habitants, 

North-Carolina 

350,00* 

publiflied  in  1775,  ftales  t,|ie 

Numbers 

South- Carolina 

200,000 

of  the  different  Provinces  as 

iollows. 

Georgia  and  f  lorida 

50,000 

Maffachufets 

350,000 

Canada  and  Labradctf 

150,000 

New  Hamplhire 

1  20,000 

Nova  Scotia 

60,000 

Rhode  Bland 

50,000 

Connefticut 

180,000 

Total  3,070,000 

The  previous  Circumftances  and  Revolt  of  the  Ten  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  from  the  Houfc 
of  David,  and  the  late  Dilmemberment  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  compared. 


TH  E  character  of  David,  and  that  of 
our  feeond  George,  were  compared 
together  by  a  diffenung  divine,  on  the 
death  of  his  late  majefty,in  a  pamphlet  which 
made  fomenoile  at  that  time,  not  fomuch 
by  any  merit  of  its  own,  but  by  its  excit¬ 
ing  the  wit  of  others.  But  whatever  like- 
ncl's  or  difference  there  might  have  been 
in  the  moral  characters  of  the  Hebrew 
and  Englilh  kings,  (which  was  the  fubject 
then  agitated  with  much  imprudence  and 
profane  mifreprefentation  on  the  one  fide, 
and  tnucii  pious  foolifhnefs  on  the  other,) 
in  the  political  date  in  which  thefe  mo- 
narchs  left  their  kingdoms,  and  in  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  their  fucceffors,  there  is  a  flrong 
referrlblance.  David,  after  fupprefTing  a 
formidable  rebellion,  left  bis  kingdom 
happy  and  victorious  over  all  foreign  and 
deuieltic  enemies.  Such  was  exactly  the  hap¬ 
py  fate  of  George  the  Second.  David  v.is 
luccecdcd  by  a  molt  magnificent  and  wife 
prince,  who  was  a  poet,  philofopher,  and 
the  example  and  patron  of  architecture, 
mufic,  and  all  the  fine  arts.  Now' though 
we  do  not  ver  know  for  certain  that  the 
fucceffor  of  our  late  George  is  either  poet 
or  philofopher,  we  know  that  he  has  a 
molt  accomplillied  talte  for  the  fine  arts  j 
arid  though  he  has  not  yet  rivalled  either 
the  palace  of  Lebanon,  or  the  temple  of 
Jerufalein,  built  bv  Solomon,  it  is  not  lor 
want  of  good  will,  for  he  is  the  munifi¬ 
cent  protector  and  friend  of  the  arts,  from 
the  fublime  refearches  and  improvements 
of  the  “  Knight  of  the  polar  Star,”  down 
to  the  fnuff-boxes  and  caudle-lnuffs  of 
Pinches  .  Again,  Solomon  was  the  great 
patron  of  navigation,  and  fent  (hips  to  the 
Indian  Teas,  to  bring  home  apes  and  pea¬ 
cocks  ;  (fee  2  Chron.  ix.  21.)  foourfove- 
rcigu  lent  to  the  South  Seas  to  bring 
home  cockle-fhells,  and  dried  leaves  of 
weeds,  of  equal  value.  Solomon  greatly 
ewgnded  his  dominions,  made  fea-ports  in 
EuRor.  Mac. 


the  land  of  Edom,  on  the  ftiore  of  the 
Red  Sea,  and  all  the  neighbouring  kings 
of  Arabia  and  Syria  became  his  tributa¬ 
ries.  Here  indeed  the  parallel  docs  not 
hold,  but  in  every  other  circumftance  of 
the  riches  and  profperity  of  the  people 
under  Solomon,  the  refemblance  is  link¬ 
ing.  Solomon  built  and  repaired  many 
cities,  and  filled  them  with  chariots  and 
horfemen,  (fee  2  Chron.  viii.)  and  filver 
became  fo  plenty  in  Jeiufalem,  after  he 
had  opened  a  trade  to  Ophir,  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  that  it  was  nothing  accounted  of, 
in  the  days  of  Solomon.  In  like  manner 
all  our  cities  have  been  repaired  and  im¬ 
proved  fince  the  days  of  our  George  tire 
Second,  and  our  nabobs  have  brought  fuch 
quantities  of  gold  from  the  Eafl-Indies, 
that  filver  is  as  little  ellcemed  bv  them,  as 
it  was  by  Solomon’s  fervants.  But  after 
all  this  iplendid  profperity,  the  fubjecls 
of  Solomon  began  to  complain  of  the 
heavy  taxes  which  were  reqnifire  to  fup- 
port  all  the  chariots  ami  equipage  of  the 
magnificent  monarch.  In  like  manner, 
amidfl  all  our  fplendid  profperity,  we  be¬ 
gan  to  complain  loudly  of  our  taxes,  and 
the  magnificent  lift  of  penfioners  and  idle 
place-men.  When  Saul  was  anointed 
king  of  Ifrael,  that  people  were  no  better 
than  a  parcel  of  unconnected  herds  of 
gypfies,  without  any  regular  government 
or  commerce,  and  an  ealy  prey  to  every 
band  of  roving  Phili (lines  that  pleafed  to 
invade  them.  But  under  the  houfe  of 
David  they  became  a  regular  government, 
and  mighty  people,  and  Solomon  poured 
upon  them  all  the  bleilings  of  a  prolperous 
commerce.  In  like  manner,  before  the 
boufe  of  Brunfwick  afeended  the  throne 
of  Great-Britain,  our  American  brethren 
were  in  little  better  plight  than  the  He¬ 
brews  in  Saul’s  days,  and  the  Outlaws, 
the  Chcrokees,  &c.  played  the  Philiftines 
upon  them  tpofl  fadlv.  But  under  tb-e 
fl  h  ll  Touf* 
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houfe  of  Brunfwick  they  became  a  great 
and  commercial  people,  like  the  Jews  un¬ 
der  Solomon.  But  now  we  come  to  dome 
deviations  in  our  parallel  Solomon  turned 
a  grofs  idolater,  and  the  Lord  denounced 
vengeance  againft  him,  and  told  him  by  a 
prophet,  that  he  would  rend  ten  tribes 
from  the  kingdom  of  his  fon;  but  that  it 
fhould  not  be  in  his  time;  neverthelefs 
he  raifed  up  againft  him  certain  of  his  own 
fervants,  and  Hadad  the  Edomite,  and 
Jeroboam  the  fon  of  Nebat,  who  caufed 
Ifrael  to  fin,  who  became  thorns  in  his 
fide,  and  troubled  his  reign.  In  like  man¬ 
ner  the  devil  raifed  up  John  W — s,  Ed¬ 
mund.  B — e,  Charles  F — x,  and  others 
who  troubled  the  reign  of  the  Britilh 
Solomon.  But  as  this  modern  was  not 
guilty  himfclf  of  idolatry,  it  being  only 
his  people  who  wordiippcd  Mammon  and 
the  foul  fiend  Belial,  yclept  guilty  Plea¬ 
sure,  his  reign  was  continued  for  the  good 
of  thofe  of  his  people  who  repented  of 
their  ways.  For  the  Hebrew  Solomon 
fays,  “  woe  to  the  land  whofe  princes  are 
drunken  with  wine,  who  drink  ftrong 
drink  in  the  morning  !”  and  again  he  con- 
fefleth  that  he  knew  not  “  whether  a  wile 
man  or  a  fool  was  to  fuccced  him.”  So 
mod  probably  it  is  happy  lor  us  that  here, 
viz.  in  the  death  of  Solomon,  before  the 
difmcmberment  of  the  kingdom,  the  pa¬ 
rallel  does  not  hold.  Yet  in  other  points, 
there  is  a  rcfcmhlance ;  for  when  the 
profperous  Ifraelites  complained  of  the 
weight  of  the  taxes,  Rehoboam,  the  fon 
of  Solomon,  confulted  the  young  men 
who  had  been  brought  up  with  himfelf, 
and  had  not  flood  before  his  father,  and 
they  perfuaded  him  to  tell  them,  that  his 
little  finger  fhould  be  heavier  than  his 
father’s  loins,  and  that  his  father  had 
fcourged  them  with  whips,  but  he  would 
feourge  them  with  fcorpions.  In  like 
manner,  Mindcn,  who  could  not  fland  be¬ 
fore  the  fecond  George,  and  Boreas,  and 
other  novices,  advifed  to  tell  the  profper¬ 
ous  Americans  a  tale  of  the  fame  kind. 
And  the  event  was  exactly  the  fame.  The 
Ifraelites  of  the  ten  tribes,  and  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  both  declared  themfelves  indepen¬ 
dent.  The  one  laid,  what  have  we  to  do 
with  Jerufalem,  or  the  houfe  of  David, 
notwithfianding  all  the  favours  that  houfe 
had  done  them  ?  And  the  other  laid,  wliat 
have  we  to  do  with  Grcat-Britain,  or  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick,  notwithfianding  all 
♦he  benefits  they  had  received  from  both  ? 


Rehoboam  then  rai  fed  a  mighty  hoft,  which 
in  every  human  probability  would  hav« 
crufherd  the  revolters  m  a  few  days  time. 
But  a  prophet  came,  and  forbade  the  fon 
of  Solomon  to  fight,  for  that  the  revolt 
was  of  the  Lord.  In  like  manner  immenfe 
preparations  were  made  tocrufli  the  Ame¬ 
rican  revolt,  more  than  fufficient,  in  all 
human  wifdom,  to  do  the  bufmefs,  had  it 
been  done  brifkly  at  firft.  But  our  fiatef- 
men,  our  Admiral  Lee-fhores,  General 
Spades,  and  others,  would  no  more  fight 
at  fomc  times,  or  do  any  thing  decifive  at 
other  times,  than  if  they  had  been  forbid¬ 
den  by  a  prophet,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  Rehoboam  then  fent  Hadoram, 
his  tax-gatherer,  to  the  ten  tribes,  and  the 
revolters  ftoned  him  to  death.  In  like 
manner  our  fovereign  fent  tax-gatherers, 
and  the  Americans  tarred  arid  feathered 
them.  Now  as  Jeroboam,  the  Hebrew 
Waftiington,  fet  up  two  golden  calves  for 
the  revolters  to  w'orlliip,  left  they  fhould 
return  to  the  appointed  worfhip  at  Jcru- 
falcm,  and  fo  cleave  again  to  the  houfe  of 
David  ;  fo  Wafhingtonand  Congrefs,  thefe 
American  Jeroboams,  have  countenanced 
and  protected  the  golden  calves  of  popilh 
idolatry,  and  have  faid  unto  their  people, 
“  Thefe  are  the  Gods  that  brought  you 
out  of  Britilh  bondage,  fall  down  and 
worfhip  them,”  left  their  people  fhould 
return  again  to  their  former  affeflion  for 
England.  Now,  though  the  parallel  at 
prefont  goes  no  farther,  it  may  be  rcafon- 
ablv  prefumed,  that  as  the  Lord  punifhed 
Jeroboam  for  caufing  Ifrael  to  fin,  fo  thofe 
modern  Jeroboams,  who  have  caufed  Ame¬ 
rica  to  fin,  will  likewife  be  punifhed. 
Arid  as  the  houfe  of  David  flourifhcd  long 
on  the  throne  of  JerufaUm,  while  the 
kings  of  the  revolted  tribes  were  cutting 
one  another’s  throats,  and  new  families 
every  now  and  then  afeending  the  throne 
of  Samaria,  til!  their  kingdom  was  abo- 
lifhed  from  the  face  of  the  earth  :  So  it 
is  very  likely,  inhuman  probability,  that 
Orange  inflaLility,  didentions,  and  cutting 
of  throats,  will  take  place  in  America, 
till  fome  new  foreign  power,  over- run, 
and  new  people  that  country,  as  the  king 
of  Affyria  did  that  of  the  ten  tribes,  while 
the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  fhall  reign  many 
ages,  profperous  and  great  on  the  throne 
of  Old  England,  and  their  people  perceive 
no  reafon  to  lament  their  feparation  from 
the  turbulent  and  all-grafping  fpirit  of 
their  American  brethren. 


O.i 


The  Alexander,  an  American  fli’p,  is  ar- 
yired  in  theT<Kev  from  New- York,  by  which  . 
there  are  accounts  of  frdh  dnturbances  having 
happened  at  Philadelphia,,  which  the  civil  power 
jfot  being  able  to  quell,  General  Washington 
had  been  fent  for,  _and  it  was  expedfed  would 
fhortly  fet  out  for  that  dace.  The.  Congrqls 
xontinued  at  Prince-Town,  Lilt  there  are  dif- 
fantions  in  that  body,  from  which  much  ill  is 
augured.  The  forfeited  eftaies  in  New- York 
•have  been  put  up  to  bale,  but  there  ape  no  pur¬ 
chasers  found;  pot^b  much  from  the  want  of 
money,  as  that  th?  itateof  the  Icgiflcdve  power 
#f  the  United  Srat.es  is  fuch,  as  to  give  alarm¬ 
ing  fymptoms  that  forne  other  changes  will 
take  dace  on  that  continent,  which  renders 
ttoperty  of  very  precarious  temue.  iv 

2C.  Advices  from  Artier  c  >  inform,  that 
the  i  t  hellion  in  the  .  State  of  Malta rhulett’s 
Bay  is  by  no  means  txnnguifhed,  but  that  the 
infurgeuts  are  daily  receiving  additional 
lU'cng'ft  by  the  junction  of  a  number  of  dif- 
n,  reeled  perfous  belonging  to  the, neighbouring 
States.  Several  towns  m  Vermont,  which  !:e 
near  the  line  of  MalTachuiett’s  Bay,  offered  an 
afylum  and  protedtion  to  the  rebels,  vvlio  ave 
ail-fnbhd  there  in  large  bodies,  and  threaten 
to  burn  and  deffroy  the  property  of  the  friends 
to  government,  as  loon  as  they  are  in  fufficient  • 
force  to  take  the  field.  17$^/"  2-t-o 
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ACCOUNTS  received  from  Wilmington, 
Virginia,  dated  June  the  7th,  fay,  “  The 
S^ite  of  Virginia  lately  patted  an  aft  to 
pielent  to  General  Wafhington  fifty  {hares 
in  the  new  company  eltabliihed  for  making 
the  rivers  James  and  Potowm.ick  navigable, 
notice  of  which  aft  was  given  him  by  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State.  The 
General  has  returned  an  anfwer,  in  which, 
after  ex pr effing  his  gratitude  for  this  mark 
of  the  efteem  in  whicti  his  countrymen  hold 
his  exertions  for  their  fervice,  he  abfolutely 
rcfules  the  prolFered  prefent.  The  conclud¬ 
ing  paragraph  fhews  a  noble  difinterclted- 
nefs:  II  %  (9 

‘  Wnen,’  fays  the  General,  <  I  was  for 
‘  the  firft  time  called  to  the  llation  which 
4  the  United  States  honoured  me  with,  dur- 
4  ing  the  war  we  maintained  for  our  liberty, 

4  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  join,  to  the  juft 
4  diftiutt  I  entertained  of  my  own  abilities, 
‘  the  firm  refolution  ot  never  accepting  any 
*  pecuniary  reward,  i  have  invariably  con- 
4  formt  d  to  this  refolution  ;  and  even  lhould 
•  I  now  be  tempted  to  break  it,  I  do  not 
4  think  myfclf  at  liberty.  1  therefore  repeat 
4  my  thanks  to  the  lcgiflative  body  for  their 
4  generous  and  favourable  fentiments  with 
*  regard  to  me  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
4  I  entreat  they  will  be  perfuaded,  that  I 
4  ftrall  always  preferve  the  moll  lively  gra- 
4  titude  for  this  lignal  mark  of  their  good- 
4  nefs,  I  make  it  my  humble  requeft,  that 
4  they  will  not  he  difpleafed  witli  my  refulal 
4  of  the  emoluments  offered  me  ;  but  if 
‘  thc  Ceneral  Affembly  lhould  think  pro- 
‘  P'r  10  permit  me  to  apply  that  fund  to  a 
public  ule,  I  would  ltudy  to  appropriate 
4  it  to  fuch  nhjefts  as  lhould  appear  belt  to 
4  anfwer  its  wile  and  pairiotic  views.’ 


Nov.  30. 

TJ  IS  Majefty’s  {hip  Pegafus,  commanded  by 
his  R.  H.  Prince  William  Henry,  is  faf@ 
arrived  at  Halifax,  Nova -Scotia ;  where  his 
Royal  Highnefs  was .  welcomed  on  fhore  by 
Major-General  Campbell,  and  Governor  Parr, 
and  received  the  congratulations  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  inhabitants ;  and  a  general  illumina¬ 
tion  took  place  in  the  evening,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  his  Royal  Highnefs’s  requeft,  that 
all  military  form  and  etiquette,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  his  princely  dignity,  fhould  be  laid 
afide,  and  himfelf  confidered  merely  as  a  na¬ 
val  commander. 

At  Worcefter,  a  town  in  Maffachufet  Pro¬ 
vince,  New  England,  about  30  miles  from 
Eofton,  a  mob  of  1 500  people  furrounded 
the  conrt-houfe,  where  the  Judges  fit  for  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  At  twelve  o’clock, 
when  the  Judges  of  the  court,  preceded  by  the 
High-Sheriff,  approached  the  court-houfe, 
they  were  flopped  at  the  door  by  points 
of  bayonets, —in  confequence  of  which  they 
alTembled  at  a  tavern,  and  were  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  adjourningyfef  die.  The  mob  then 
held  a  convention,  iw  which  they  paffed  a  vote 
that  the  fenate,  the  courts  of  common  pleas, 
feffions,  and  judges,  were  grievances,  and 
common  nuifances,  as  well  as  expenfive  and 
unneceffary. 

Tne  American  newfpapers  reprefent  that 
country  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufwn. 
The  affembly  of  Rhode  ifland  had  paffed  a 
law  to  inflift  the  penalty  of  100L  on  per- 
fons  refufing  to  accept  their  paper  money,  or 
even  uttering  any  expreflions  tending  to  de¬ 
preciate  it.  The  country  people,  by  whom 
the  towns  were  formerly  fupplied  with  pro- 
viilyos,  have  determined  no  longer  to  fiequenc 
the  markets ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  other  places  in  Rhode  ifland,  are 
reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  the 
neceffaries  of  life. 
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Philadelphia,  Jan.  20.  The  io&t^houfe 
in  Plymouth,  ill  the  county  of  Grafton, 
MalLrchufeits,  was,  on  the  evening  of  the 
5th  inllant,  entirely  conlumcd  by  fire.  The 
fire  had  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch,  before  it 
was  difeovered,  as  rendered  every  effort  to 
extingmlh  it  abortive.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  purpofely  fet  on  fire. 

Ycltcrday’s  foutiiern  poll  brought  us  the 
following  relation  of  the  melancholy  event 
which  happened  in  Ifichmond  on  the  7th 
inltant,  and  ot  which  we  have  hitherto  been 
only  able  to  give  the  public  an  imperfect 
account.  At  lour  on  Monday  morning  lalfc 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city  were  alarmed  by 
a  fire,  which  broke  oul  at  an  uninhabited 
houfc  near  Mr.  Anderfon’s  tavern.  The  wind 
being  up,  and  the  houle  old  and  dry,  this 
tui bulcut  element  quickly  fprtad  its  flrmes 
around,  communicating  to  hnufes  in  liree 
d  1  redlior.s,  which  threw  all  into  coi  fulion. 
By  aftive  exertions,  Byrd’s  tobacco  ware- 
home  was  many  times  extinguilhed  ;  but  at 
laft,  the  number  of  fury  coals  which  lell, 
put  an  end  to  every  attempt  ;  it  was  burnt 
with  about  200  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  16 
were  laved.  When  the  warehouie  was 
burning,  the  fire  was  at  its  height,  and  the 
Icene  truly  melancholy,  raging  with  uncon- 
tiouled  fury;  after  thiee  hours  violence,  ar.fl 
deitroying  a  fquare  of  the  principal  houfes 
and  (lores,  it  abated.  Front  3  fcugh  efli, 
tunic  lire  left  exceeds  lODj'.yOl. 


PARTICULARS  relative  to  the  NATURE  and  CUSTOMS  of  the  INDIANS  of 
NORTH  -  AMERICA.  By  Mr.  Richarb  M’Causland,  Surgeon  to  the  King’s  op 
Eighth  Regiment  of  Foot,  fi  &  '  '  V?'*  J ' 

[From  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  VoI.  LXXVI.  Parti,  juft  publifhed.] 


1 T  has  been  advanced  by  feveral  travellers 
and  hiftorians,  that  the  Indians  of  America 
differed  from  other  males  of  the  human 
fpecies  in  the  want  of  one  very  charatfteriftic 
mark  of  the  lex,  to  wit,  a  beard.  Fiom 
this  general  obfervation  the  Efquimaux 
have  been  excepted  ;  and  hence  it  has  been 
fuppofed,  that  they  had  an  origin  different 
from  that  of  the  other  natives  of  America. 
Inferences  have  alfo  been  drawn,  not  only 
with  refpedt  to  the  origin,  but  even  relative 
to  the  conformation  of  Indians,  as  if  this 
was  in  its  nature  more  impelled!  than  that  of 
the  reft  of  mankind. 

It  appears  fomewhat  Singular  that  authors, 
in  deducing  the  origin  both  of  the  Efqui- 
maux  and  of  the  other  Indians  of  America 
from  the  old  world,  fhould  never  have  ex¬ 
plained  to  us  how  the  former  came  to  retain 
their  beards,  and  the  latter  to  lay  them  afide. 
To  afeertain  the  authenticity  of  this  point 
may  perhaps  prove  of  little  real  utility  to 
mankind ;  but  the  Angularity  of  the  fadl 
certainly  claims  the  attention  of  the  curious : 
ami  as  it  is  impoffible  to  fix  any  limits  to 
the  inferences  which  may  at  one  time  or 
another  be  drawn  from  alledged  fadts,  it 
maft  always  be  of  confequence  to  enquire 


into  the  authenticity  of  thofe  fades,  how 
little  interefting  they  may  at  prefent  ap¬ 
pear. 

I  will  not  at  prefent  take  upon  me  to  fay 
that  there  are  not  nations  in  America  defti- 
tute  of  beards ;  but  ten  years  refidence  at 
Niagara,  in  the  midft  of  the  Six-Nations 
(with  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  other 
nations  of  Indians)  has  convinced  me,  that 
they  do  not  differ  from  the  reft  of  men,  in 
this  particular,  more  than  one  European  dif¬ 
fers  from  another  :  and  as  this  imperfedlion 
has  been  attributed  to  the  Indians  of  North- 
America,  equally  with  thofe  of  the  reft  of 
the  Continent,  I  am  much  inclined  to  think, 
that  this  affertion  is  as  void  of  foundation  in 
one  region  as  it  is  in  the  other. 

All  the  Indians  of  North-America  (except 
a  very  .fmall  number,  who,  from  living 
among  white  people,  have  adopted  their 
cuftoms)  pluck  out  the  hairs  of  the  beard  -; 
and  as  they  begin  this  from  its  firlt  appear¬ 
ance,  it  muft  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  to 
a  fuperficial  obferver  their  faces  will  feem 
fmooth  and  beardlefs.  As  further  proof 
that  they  have  beards,  wre  may  obferve, 
firft,  that  they  all  have  an  inftrurnent  for 
the  purpofe  of  plucking  them  out.  Se¬ 
condly, 
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condly,  that  when  they  negledf  this  for  any 
lime,  federal  hairs  fprout  up,  and  are  feen 
upon  the  chin  and  face.  Thirdly,  that  ma¬ 
ny  Indians  allow  tufts  of  hair  to  grow  upon 
'their  chins  or  upper  lips,  refembling  ibofe 
we  fee  in  different  nations  of  the  old  world. 
Fourthly,  that  feveral  of  the  Mohocks,  De¬ 
lawares,  and  others,  who  live  amongft 
white  people,  fometimes  lhave  with  razors, 
and  fometimes  pluck  their  beards  out. 
Thefe  are  fadts  which  are  notorious  amongft 
the  Army,  Indian -traders,  &c.  and  which 
are  never  doubted  in  that  part  of  the  world 
by  any  perfon  in  the  leaft  converfant  with 
Indians;  but  as  it  is  difficult  to tranfport  a 
matter  of  belief  from  one  country  to  ano¬ 
ther  diftant  one,  and  as  the  authors  who 
have  maintained  the  contrary  opinion  are  too 
refpedtable  to  be  doubted  upon  light  grounds, 

I  by  no  means  intend  to  reft  the  proofs  upon 
what  has  been  faid,  or  upon  my  fingle  af- 
fertion. 

I  have  provided  myfelf  with  two  authori¬ 
ties,  which  I  apprehend  may  in  this  cafe  be 
decifive.  One  is  Colonel  But ler,  Depu¬ 
ty  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  well 
known  in  the  late  American  war,  whofe 
great  and  extenfive  influence  amongft  the 
Six-Nations  could  not  have  been  acquired 
by  any  thing  lets  than  his  long  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  them  and  their  language. 
The  other  authority  is  that  of  Ti-iayenda- 
neca,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Captain  Joseph  Br  ant,  a  Mohock  Indian 
of  great  influence,  and  much  fpoken  of  in 
the  late  war.  He  was  in  England  in  1775, 
and  writes  and  fpeaks  the  Englilh  language 
with  tolerable  accuracy.  I  fihall  therefore 
.only  fubjoin  their  opinions  upon  this  matter, 
the  originals  of  which  I  have  under  their 
own  fignatures. 

Colonel  Butler’s. 

The  men  of  the  Six-Nation  Indians  have 
all  beards  naturally,  as  have  all  the  other 
nations  of  North- America  which  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing.  Several  of  the 
Mohocks  thave  -with  razors,  as  do  likewife 
many  of  the  Panees  who  are  kept  as  flaves 
by  the  Europeans,  But  in  general  the  In¬ 
dians  pluck  out  the  beard  by  the  roots  from 
its  earlieft  appearance  ;  and  as  their  faces  are 
therefore  fmooth,  it  has  been  fuppofed  that 
they  were  deftitute  of  beards.  1  am  even  of 
opinion,  that  if  the  Indians  were  to  pradtife 
(having  from  their  youth,  many  of  them 
would  have  as  ftrong  beards  as  Europeans. 

(Signed) 

JOHNt  BUTLER, 
Agent  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Niagara,  Apr.  12,  1784. 
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Captain  Brant’s. 

The  men  of  the  Six-Nations  have  all 
beards  by  nature  ;  as  have  likewife  all  other 
Indian  nations  of  North  America  which  I 
have  feen.  Some  Indians  allow  a  part  of 
the  beard  upon  the  chin  and  upper  lip  to 
grow,  and  a  few  of  the  Mohocks  (have  with 
razors  in  the  fame  manner  as  Europeans; 
but  the  generality  pluck  out  the  hairs  of  the 
beard  by  the  roots  as  foon  as  they  begin  to 
appear  ;  and  as  they  co'ntinue  this  pradlice 
all  their  lives,  they  appear  to  .have  no  beard, 
or  at  rnoft  only  a  few  ftraggling  hairs  which 
they  have  negledfed  to  pluck  out.  I  am 
however  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Indians  were 
to  fhave,  they  would  never  have  beards  al¬ 
together  fo  thick  as  the  Europeans ;  and  there 
arc  fome  to  be  met  with  who  have  adlually 
very  little  beard. 

(Signed) 

JOS.  BRANT  THAYENDANEGA. 
Niagara,  Apr.  19,  1783. 

Upon  this  fubjedl  1  (hall  only  further  ote- 
ferve,  that  it  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome, 
that  this  appearance  of  beard  on  Indians 
arifes  only  from  a  mixture  of  European 
blood  ;  and  that  an  Indian  of  pure  race  is 
intirely  deftitute  of  it.  But  the  nations  a- 
mongft  whom  this  circumftance  can  have 
any  influence,  bear  fo  fmall  a  proportion  to 
the  multitude  who  are  unaftedted  by  it,  that  it 
cannot  by  any  means  be  c«nfidered  as  the 
caule  ;  nor  is  it  looked  upon  as  fuch  either 
by  captain  Brant  or  colonel  Butler. 

I  I  fhall  here  fubjoin  a  few  particulars  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six -Nations, 
which,  as  they  feem  not  to  be  well  tinder- 
llood  even  in  America,  are  probably  ftill 
lefs  known  in  Europe.  My  authorities  up¬ 
on  this  fubjedl,  as  well  as  upon  the  former, 
are  the  Indian  captain  Brant  and  colonel 
Butler. 

Each  nation  is  divided  into  three  or  more 
tribes;  the  principal -of  which  are  called  the 
Turtle-tribe,  the  Wolf-tribe,  and  the  Bear- 
tribe. 

Each  tribe  has  two,  three,  or  more  chiefs, 
called  Sachems  ;  and  this  diftindlion  is  al¬ 
ways  hereditary  in  the  family,  but  defeends 
along  the  female  line:  for  inftance,  if  a 
chief  dies,  one  of  his  fifter’s  fens,  or  one  of 
his  own  brothers,  will  be  appointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  him.  Among  thefe  no  preference  is 
given  to  proximity  or  primogeniture ;  but 
the  Sachem,  during  his  life  time,  pitches  up¬ 
on  one  whom  he  fuppofes  to  have  mere  abi¬ 
lities  than  the  reft  ;  and  in  this  choice  he 
frequently,  though  not  always,  confuits  the 
principal  men  of  Che  tribe.  If  die  fucceffor 

happens 


I 


400 


THE  EUROPEAN  MAGAZINE, 


happens  to  be  a  child,  the  offices  of  the  po 
are  performed  by  fome  of  his  friends  until  he 
is  of  fufficjent  age  to  aft  himfelf. 

Each  of  thefe  pofts  of  Sachem  has  a  name 
peculiar  to  it,  and  which  never  changes,  as 
it  is  always  adopted  by  the  fucceffors ;  nor 
does  the  order  of  precedency  of  each  of  thefe 
names  or  titles  ever  vary.  Neverthelefs,  any 
Sachem,  by  abilities  and  aftivity,  may  ac¬ 
quire  greater  power  and  influence  in  the  na¬ 
tion  than  thofe  who  rank  before  him  in 
point  of  precedency  :  but  this  is  merely  tem¬ 
porary,  and  dies  with  him. 

Each  tribe  has  one  or  two  chief  warriors, 
whofe  dignity  is  alfo  heieditary,  and  has  a 
peculiar  name  attached  to  it. 

Thefe  are  the  only  titles  of  diftinftion 
which  are  fixed  and  permanent  in  the  na¬ 
tion  ;  for  although  any  Indian  may  by  fu- 
perior  talents,  either  as  counfellor  or  as  a 
warrior,  acquire  influence  in  the  nation,  yet 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  tranfmit  this  to  his 
family. 

The  Indians  have  alfo  their  Great  Women 
as  well  as  their  Great  Men,  to  whofe  opinions 
they  pay  great  deference  ;  and  this  diftinc- 
tion  is  alfo  heredita, y  in  families.  They  do 
not  fit  in  council  with  the  Sachems,  but  have 
feparate  ones  of  their  own. 

When  war  is  declared,  the  Sachems  and 
great  Women  generally  give  up  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  public  affairs  into  the  hands  of  l.,e 
warriors.  It  may  however  fo  happen,  that 
a  Sachem  may  at  the  fame  time  be  alfo  a 
chief  warrior. 

Friendfhips  feem  to  have  been  inftituted 
with  a  view  towards  ftrengthening  the  union 


between  the  fevefsfl  nations  of  the  confede¬ 
racy  ;  and  hence  friends  are  called  the  fi- 
news  of  the  Six-Nations.  An  Indian  has 
therefore  generally  one  or  more  friends  in 
each  nation.  Bc-fides  the  attachment  which 
fubfifls  during  the  life-time  of  the  two 
friends,  whenever  one  of  them  happens  to 
be  killed,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  furvivor  to 
replace  him,  by  p relenting  to  his  family  either 
a  fcalp,  a  prifoner,  or  a  belt  confiding  of 
fome  thoufands  cf  wampum;  and  this  cere¬ 
mony  is  performed  by  every  friend  of  the  de- 
ceafed. 

The  pnrpofe  and  foundation  of  war  parties 
therefore  is,  in  general,  to  procure  a  pri¬ 
foner  or  fcalp  to  replace  the  friend  or  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  Indian  who  is  the  head  of  the 
party.  An  Indian  who  wifhes  to  replace  a 
friend  or  relation  piefents  a  belt  to  his  ac-, 
quaintance,  and  as  many  as  chufe  to  follow 
him  accept  this  belt,  and  become  his  party. 
After  this,  it  is  of  no  confequence  whether 
he  goes  on  the  expedition  or  remains  at 
home  (as  it  often  happens  that  he  is  a  child), 
he  is  ftill  confidered  as  the  head  of  the  party. 
The  belt  he  prefented  to  his  party  is  returns 
ed  fixed  to  the  fcalp  or  prifoner,  and  pafies 
along  with  them  to  the  friends  of  the  perfen 
he  replaces.  Hence  it  happens,  that  a  war 
party,  returning  with  more  fealps  or  pru 
loners  than  the  original  intention  of  the  par¬ 
ty  required,  will  often  give  one  of  the  fu- 
pernumerary  fealps  or  prifoners  to  another 
war  party  whom  they  meet  going  out  ;  up¬ 
on  which  this  party,  having  fulfilled  the 
purpofe  of  their  expedition,  will  fomet«me3 
return  without  going  to  war. 


For  august, 
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o  C  I  E  T  Y 


To  the  P  H 

Gentlemen,  t..j.  ^  „ 

TTTT-  c  11  ,  Leeds,  Aiceuft  j 

T  HE  fohovvmg  narrative  of  a  very  extraordinary  and  providential  el'cape 


tome  entertainment  to  ymir  readers,  and  therefore 


1787. 

.  .  will  probably  afford 

I  offer  it  to  you  for  infeition.  7’ha 


pamphlet  from  which  it  is  taken  was  written  and  publifhed  about  the  year  171  1  1  ■ 

my  opkiiou  at  leaft,  deferves  to  be  preferred  from  oblivion;  I  am  your  humble  Envam, 

P  I  D  E  L  1  o. 

NARRATIVE  of  the  SUFFERINGS,  P  R  ES  E  R  VAT  rnw 
VERANCE,  of  Captain  JOHN  DEAN 

H  A  M  Galley  ofLONfi  ON,  caft  away  on  B  O  O  N  -  IS  L  A  NT)  *  °  T  T  '  N  G* 
ENGLAND,  DECEMBER  ,7ID. 


near  N  E  W- 


THE  Nottingham  Galley,  of  and  from  Lon- 
don,  120  tons,  10  guns,  and  14  men, 
John  Dean  commander,  having  taken  in  cord¬ 
age  in  England,  and  butter  and  chtele,  &c. 
in  Ireland,  failed  for  Bolter.  in  New-England, 
the  25th  of  September  1710,  But  meeting 
with  contrary  winds  and  had  weather,  it  was 
the  beginning  of  December  when  firft  we 
made  land  to  the  eaftward  of  Pifcataqua,  and 
haling  foutbwardly  for  the  MafiachufetVbay, 
under  a  hard  gale  of  winil  at  north-eaft,  ac¬ 
companied  with  rain,  hail  and  fnow,  having 
no  observation  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  we 
on  the  eleventh  handed  all  our  fails’  except 
our  fore-fail,  and  main-top- fail  double-reeft, 
ordering  one  hand  forward  to  look  out.  Be¬ 
tween  eight  and  nine,  going  forward  myfelf, 
I  *avv  the  breakers  a  head,  whereupon  I  cal¬ 
led  out  to  put  the  helm  hard  a-lbrboard  • 
but  ere  the  fhip  could  wear,  we  (truck  upon 
the  eaft-end  of  the  rock  call  d  Boon  Ifland, 
four  leagues  tq  the  eaftward  of  Pifcataqua. 

The  fecond  or  third  fea  heaved  the  (hip  a- 
long-fide  of  it,  running  likewife  fo  very  high 
and  tlie  fhip  labouring  fo  exceffively,  that  we 
were  not  able  to  ftand  upon  deck;  and,  not- 
withftanding  it  was  not  above  thirty  or  forty 
yards,  yet  the  weather  was  fo  thick  and  dark 
we  could  not  fee  the  rock,  fo  that  we  were 
juftly  thrown  into  a  confternation,  at  the  fad 
profpeft  of  immediately  perifhing  in  the  fen.' 
I  piefei.tly  called  down  all  hands  to  the  cabin, 
where  we  continued  a  few  minutes,  e2rneftly 
fupplicating  mercy:  but  knowing  prayers 
without  endeavours  aie  vain,  I  ordered 
all  up  again  to  cut  the  malls  by  the  board; 
but  feyeral  funk  fo  under  racks  of  confidence 
that  they  were  not  able  to  ftir  :  however, 
we  uPon  aleck  cut  the  weathermoft  fhrouds, 
and  the  (hip  heeling  towards  the  rock,  tlie 
force  of  the  fea  foon  broke  the  mads,  fo  that 
they  fell  right  towards  the  fhore. 

One  of  tlie  men  went  out  on  the  bohfprit, 
and  returning,  told  me,  he  faw  fomething 
black  a-head,  and  would  adventure  to  get  on 
fhore,  accompanied  with  any  other  perfon  • 
upon  which  I  defined  feme  of  the  beft  fwim- 
mers  (my  mate  and  one  more)  to  go  w  th 
h!m,  and  if  they  recovered  the  rock,  to  give 
notice  by  their  calls,  and  diredt  us  to  the  moft 
lecure  place.  Remembering  fome  money  and 
papers  tljat  might  be  of  ufe,  alfo  ammunit.on, 
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P ’;ce  ,n  whicl1  they  were;  but  the  (hip 
u  ging,  her  decks  opening,  her  hack  broke, 
and  beams  giving  way,  f„  that  the  ftern  funk 
almoft  under  water,  I  was  obliged  to  haflen 
orward  to  prevent  immediate  perifhing,  and 
havuig  heard  nothing  of  the  men  gone  before, 
concluded  them  loft  ;  yet  notwithflandin-r,  I 
was  under  a  neceffity  to  make  the  fame  ad¬ 
venture  upon  thefore-mnft,  moving  gradually 
forward  betwixt  every  fea,  till  at  iaft'ouit- 
tnig  u,  I  caft  myfelf  with  ail  the  ftrength  I 
had  towards  the  rock,  and  it  being  dead  low 
water  and  the  rock  exceeding  flippery,  I  could 
get  no  hold,  but  tore  my  fingers,  hands,  and 
31  the  m<)ft  lamentable  manner,  every 
wafh  of  the  fea  fetching  me  off  again,  fo  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  peril  and  difficulty  that 
I  got  fafe  on  fhore  at  laft ;  the  reft  of  the  men 
running  the  fame  hazard,  yet  through  mercy 
we  all  e leaped  with  our  lives. 

After  endeavouring  to  dilcharge  the  falt- 
water,  and  creeping  a  little  way  up  the  rock  '  I 
heard  the  three  men  mentioned  before,  and  by 
ten  all  met  together  ;  where  with  joyful  hearts 
we  ret  in  ned  humble  1  hanks  to  Providence  for 
our  deliverance  from  fo  ,mm  nent  a  danger. 
V  e  then  endeavoured  to  gain  fheiter  to  the 
reward  of  the  rock,  but  found  it  fo  fmall  and 
lnconfiderable,  that  it  would  afford  none  (be . 
mg  but  about  an  hundred  yards  long,  and  fifty 
b.  oat,)  ;  and  fo  very  craggy,  that  we  could  not 
walk  to  keep  ourfeives  warm,  the  weather  ft.ll 
continuing  extreme  cold,  with  fnowand  rain. 

As  foon. as  day-light  appeared,  I  went  to¬ 
wards  the  place  where  we  came  on  fhore, 
notqueftlomng  but  we  fhould  meet  with  pro- 
vifions  enough  fiom  the  wreck  for  our  fup- 
port,  but  found  only  fome  pieces  of  the  malts 
and  yards,  amongft  fome  old  junk  and  cables 
congertd  together,  which  the  anchors  had 
prevented  from  being  carried  awav,  and  kept 
moving  about  the  rock  at  fome  diltance.— - 
art  o  Jie  fhip  s  ftore;>3  wich  fome  pieces  of 
plam<  and  timber,  old  fails,  canvas,  S-c.  drove 
.I01'.6’  *nit  notbing  to  eat,  except  fome 
Imall  pieces  of  cheefe  we  picked  up  f,0m  a- 
mong  tiie  rock-weed,  in  the  whole  to  the 
quantity  of  three  fmall  cheefes. 

\V  e  ufed  our  utmoft  endeavour  to  get  fire 
having  a  ft  cel  and  flint  with  us,  alfo  by  a  d,  ill 
with  a  very  fwife  mot. on  ;  but  having  nothing 
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but  what  had  been  long  water-foaked,  we 
could  not  effedt  it. 

At  night  vve  (towed  one  upon  another,  un¬ 
der  our  canvas,  in  the  bed  manner  poffible,  to 
keep  each  other  warm  ;  and  the  next  day,  the 
weather  a  little  clearing  and  inclining  to  (rod, 

1  went  out,  and  feeing  the  main-land,  knew 
where  we  were,  therefore  encouraged  my 
men  with  hopes  of  being  difeovered  by  fifh- 
ing-fhallops,  fee.  requiring  them  to  go  about, 
and  fetch  up  what  planks  they  could  get,  as 
alfo  carpenter!’  tools  and  do  res,  fee.  in  order 
to  build  a  tent  and  a  boat.  The  cook  then 
complaining  he  was  almoft  darved,  and  his 
countenance  difeovering  his  illnefs,  I  ordered 
him  to  remain  with  two  or  three  more  the 
frod  had  feized.  About  nnon  the  men  ac¬ 
quainted  me  that  he  was  dead,  fo  laid  him  in 
a  convenient  place  for  the  fea  to  carry  him 
away  ;  none  mentioning  eating  of  him,  though 
feveral  with  myftlf  afterwards  acknowledged 
they  had  thoughts  of  it. 

After  we  had  been  there  two  or  three  days, 
the  frod  being  very  fevere,  and  the  weather 
extreme  cold,  it  feized  mod  of  our  hands  and 
feet  to  fucH  a  degree,  as  to  take  away  the 
fenfe  of  feeling,  and  render  them  almod  ufe- 
lefs;  fo  benumbing  and  difcclouring  them  as 
gave  us  juft  reafon  to  fear  mortifications. — 
We  pulled  olT  our  (lides,  and  cut  ofF our  boots; 
but  in  getting  off  our  dockings,  many  whofe 
legs  were blidered,  pulled  off  Ikinand  all,  and 
fome  the  natls  of  their  toes :  we  wrapt  up 
our  legs  and  feet  as  warm  as  we  could  in  oak¬ 
um  and  canvas. 

Wc  now  began  to  build  our  tent  in  a  tri¬ 
angular  foim,  each  angle  about  eight  foot, 
covered  with  what  fails  and  old  canvas  came 
on  fhore,  having  juft  room  forall  to  lie  down 
each  on  one  fide,  fo  that  none  could  turn  except 
all  turned,  which  was  about  every  two  hours 
upon  notice  given.  We  alfo  fixed  a  daff  to  the 
top  of  our  tent,  upon  which  (as  often  as  wea¬ 
ther  would  permit)  we  hoided  a  piece  of 
cloth  in  the  form  of  a  flag,  in  order  to  difeo- 
ver  ourfelves  to  any  veffels  that  might  come 
near. 

We  began  now  to  build  our  boat  of  plank 
and  timber  belongingtothe  wreck  ;  our  tools 
the  blade  of  a  cuilafs  (made  into  a  faw  with 
our  knives),  a  hammer  and  a  caulking- mallet. 
5ome  nails  we  found  in  the  cliffs  of  the  rock, 
others  we  got  from  the  (heathing.  We  laid 
three  planks  flat  for  the  bottom,  and  two  up 
each  fide  fixed  to  (launchings,  and  let  into  the 
bottom  timbers  ;  with  two  (b«rt  pieces  at  each 
end,  alfo  one  breadth  of  new  Holland  -duck 
round  the  Tides,  to  keep  out  the  fpray  of  the 
f- ..  We  corked  ail  we  could  with  oakum 
drawn  from  the  old  junk,  and  in  other  places 
filled  up  the  diftances  with  long  pieces  of  can¬ 
vas.  all  whicli  vve  fecured  in  the  beft  manner 
jvaiiMe.  We  found -alfo  fume  (h.-et-lead  and 
pump-leather,  which  prwved  ofofe.  We 


fixed  a  fhort  mart  and  fquare  fail,  with  feveff 
paddles  to  row,  and  another  longer  to  fleer  ; 
but  our  carpenter,  who  now  fhould  have  been 
of  mod  ufe  to  us,  was  (by  reafon  of  illnefs), 
fcarce  able  to  afford  us  cither  afliftance  or  ad¬ 
vice,  and  all  the  reft  were  fo  benumbed  and 
feeble  as  not  able  to  ftir,  except  myfelf  and 
two  more  ;  alfo  the  weather  fo  extreme  cold, 
that  vve  could  feldnm  flay  out  of  the  tent  abm  s 
four  hours  in  the  day,  and  fome  days  do  no¬ 
thing  at  all. 

When  vve  had  been  there  about  a  week 
without  any  manner  of  provifions,  except  the 
eheefe  before-mentioned  and  fome  beef-bones, 
which  vve  eat,  (firft  beating  them  to  pieces), 
we  faw  three  boats  about  five  leagues  from 
us,  which  may  be  eafily  imagined  rejoiced  us 
not  a  little,  believing  our  deliverance  was  now 
come.  1  made  all  creep  out  of  the  tent,  and 
halloo  together  (fo  well  as  our  ftrength  would 
allow),  making  alfo  all  the  fignals  we  could  ; 
but  alas,  all  in  vain  !  they  neither  hearing  nor 
etherwife  difeovering  us :  however,  vve  recei¬ 
ved  no  fmall  encouragement  from  the  fight  of 
them,  they  coming  from  fouth-wefl.  and  the 
wind  at  norlh-eaft  when  we  were  caft  away, 
gave  us  reafon  to  conclude  our  diftrefs  might 
he  known,  by  the  vvreck  driving  on  fhore, 
and  to  prefume  they  were  come  out  in  fearcli 
of  us,  and  that  they  would  daily  do  fo  when 
the  weather  would  permit.  Thus  we  flat¬ 
tered  ourfelves  in  hopes  of  deliverance,  though 
in  vain. 

Juft  before  we  had  finifhed  our  boat,  Pro¬ 
vidence  fo  ordered  it,  that  the  carpenter's  ax 
was  caft  on  the  rock  to  us,  whereby  tvevvcie 
enabled  to  complete  our  work  ;  but  then  vve 
had  fcarce  ftrength  enough  to  get  her  into  the 
water. 

About  the  lift  (December)  the  boat  juft 
perfedled,  a  fine  day,  andthe  water  fmootlier 
than  I  had  ever  yet  feen  it  fincevve  came  there, 
we  confulted  who  fhould  attempt  getting  her 
off  fhore.  1  offered  myfelf  as  one  to  adventure, 
which  they  agreed  to,  becaufe  I  was  the  ftrong- 
eft,  and  therefore  fitted  to  undergo  the  ex¬ 
tremities  we  might  be  reduced  to.  My  mate 
alfo  offering  himfelf,  and  defiring  to  accom¬ 
pany  me,  I  was  allowed  him  with  my  bro¬ 
ther,  and  four  more  :  fo  committing  our 
enterprize  to  Divine  Providence,  all  that  were 
able  came  out,  and  with  much  difficulty  we 
got  our  poor  patched-up  boat  to  the  waier- 
fide.  The  furf  running  very  high,  we  were 
obliged  to  wade  very  deep  to  launch  her  y 
which  being  done,  and  myfelf  and  one  more 
got  into  her,  the  fwell  of  the  fea  heaved  her 
along  fhore,  andoverfet  herupon  us,  (where¬ 
by  vve  again  narrowly  efenped  drawning)  and 
ftaved  our  poor  boat  all  to  pieces,  totally  dif- 
appointing  our  enterprize,  and  deftroying  all 
our  Ivopes  at  once. 

And  what  ftill  heightened  our  affliiftions, 
and  ferved  to  aggravate  our  miferable 
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profne&s,  and  render  our  deliverance  lefs 
prafhcable,  we  loft  with  our  boat  both 
emr  ax  and  hammer,  which  would  have  been 
of  great  ufe  to  us,  if  we  fhould  hereafter  at¬ 
tempt  to  build  a  raft  :  yec  had  we  reafon  to 
admire  the  goodnefs  of  God,  in  over-ruling 
oor  difappointment,  for  our  fafety  ;  for  that 
afternoon,  the  wind  fpringing  up  it  blew  very 
hard,  fo  that  had  we  been  at  tea  in  that  imi- 
t.ition  of  a  boat,  in  all  probability  we  mnft 
have  perithed,  and  the  reft  left  behind  had  no 
hatter  fare,  becanfe  unable  to  helpthemfelves. 

We  were  now  reduced  to  the  moft  deplo¬ 
rable  and  mehncholy  circumftance  imagina¬ 
ble.  a! moft  everv  man  but  myfelf  weak  to 
an  extremity,  and  near  ftarved  with  hunger 
and  cold;  their  hands  and  feet  frozen  and 
mortified,  with  large  and  deep  ulcers  in  then- 
legs  (the  very  fmell  ofFenfive  to  thofe  of  us 
who  could  creep  into  the  air),  and  nothing  to* 
drefs  them  with,  but  a  piece  of  linoen  that 
was  cuft  on  fhure.  No  fire,  and  the  weather 
extremely  cold  ;  our  fmatl  ftock  of  cheefe 
fpent,  and  nothing  to  fupport  our  feeble  bo¬ 
dy's  but  rock-weed  and  a  few  muffels,  fcarce 
atid  difficult  to  get  (at  moft,  not  above  two 
•or  three  for  each  man  a  day)  ;  lo  that  we 
had  our  miferable  bodies  perifhiug,  and  our 
poor  difconfolate  fpirits  overpowered,  with 
the  deplorable  profpeft  of  ftarving,  without 
any  appearance  of  relief :  befides,  to  heighten 
(if  poifible)  the  aggravation,  we  had  reafon 
to  apprehend,  left  the  approaching  fpring- 
tide  (if  accompanied  with  high  winds)  fhould 
totally  overflow  us.  How  difmalfuch  a  cir- 
cumftance  mutt  be,  it  is  impoflible  to  exprefs; 
the  pinching  cold  and  hunger,  extremity  of 
wcaknefs  and  pain,  racks  and  horror  of  confid¬ 
ence  (to  many)  and  forefight  of  certain  and 
painful  (but  lingering)  death, without  any  (even 
the  moft  remote)  views  of  deliverance.  How 
heightened,  how  aggravated  !  is  fuch  mifery  1 
and  yet,  alas,  fuch  was  our  deplorable  cafe  ; 
juformich  that  the  greater  part  of  our  company 
were  ready  to  die  with  horror  and  defpair, 
without  the  lenft  hopes  of  efcaping. 

For  my  own  part,  I  did  my  utmoft  to  en¬ 
courage  myfelf,  and  exhort  the  reft  to  iruft 
in  God,  and  patiently  wait  for  his  falvation ; 
and  Providence,  a  little  to  alleviate  our  dif- 
trefs,  and  encourage  our  faith,  diredled  my 
mate  to  Itrike  down  a  feu-gull,  which  he 
joyfully  hrought  to  me,  and  I  equally  divi¬ 
ded  every  one  a  proportion  ;  and  (tho1  raw, 
and  fcarce  every  one  a  mouthful)  yet  we 
received  and  eat  it  thankfully. 

The  laft  method  of  fafety  we  could  poffi- 
biy  propofe,  was,  the  fixing  a  raft  that  might 
cv  ry  two  men  ;  which  was  mightily  urged 
by  one  of  onr  men,  a  Swede,  a  flout  brave 
f- 1 1  hut  had  fince  our  diftrefs  loft  both 
fle  ivvt  by  the  fruit :  he  frequently  impor- 
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tuned  me  to  attempt  our  deliverance  in  that 
way,  offering  himfelf  to  accompany  me,  or, 
if  I  refufed  him,  to  go  alone.  After  deli¬ 
berate  thoughts  and  confideration,  we  refolv- 
ed  upon  a  raft,  but  found  abundance  of  la¬ 
bour  and  difficulty  in  clearing  the  fore-yard 
(of  vv  hich  it  was  chiefly  to  be  made)  from 
the  junk,  by  reafon  our  working  hands  were 
fo  few  and  weak. 

That  done,  we  fplit  the  yard,  and  with 
the  two  parts  made  fide-pieces,  fixing  others, 
and  adding  fome  of  the  lighceft  plank  we 
could  get,  firft  fpiking  and  afterwards  feiz- 
ing  them  firm,  in  breadth  four  foot :  we 
likewife  fixed  a  mall,  and  of  two  hammocks 
that  were  drove  on  fhore  we  made  a  fail, 
with  a  paddle  for  each  man,  and  a  fpare  one 
in  cafe  of  neceffity.  This  difficulty  thus 
furmounted  and  brought  to  a  period,  he 
would  frequently  ask  me  whether  I  defign- 
ed  to  accompany  him,  giving  me  alfo  to  un- 
derftand  that  if  I  declined,  there  was  another 
ready  to  embrace  the  offer. 

About  this  time  we  favv  a  fail  come  out 
of  Pifcataqua  river,  about  leven  leagues  to 
the  weltward.  We  again  made  all  the  fig- 
nal  we  could,  but  the  wind  being  at  N. 
Weft,  and  the  fhip  (landing  to  the  Eaftward, 
was  prefently  out  of  fight,  without  ever  com¬ 
ing  near  11s,  which  proved  a  very  great  mor¬ 
tification  to  our  hopes  ;  but  the  next  day  be¬ 
ing  moderate,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  fmall 
breeze  right  on  fhore,  alfo  the  raft  whol¬ 
ly  finilhed,  the  two  men  were  very  felici¬ 
tous  to  have  it  launched,  and  tire  mate  as  ftre- 
nuoufly  oppofed  it,  on  account  it  was  fo  late 
(being  two  in  the  afternoon):  but  they  urg¬ 
ing  the  light  nights,  begged  of  me  to  have  ic 
done;  to  which  at  laft  1  agreed,  firft  com¬ 
mitting  theenterprize  to  God’s  blefling.  They 
both  got  upon  it,  and  the  fwell  rolling  very 
high,  foon  overfet  them,  as  it  dM  our  boat. 
The  Swede  not  minding  it  (warn  on  fhore,  but 
the  other  (being  no  fvvimmer)  continued 
fonre  time  under  water  ;  and  as  foon  as  he 
appeared,  I  caught  hold  of  him  and  faved 
him  ;  but  he  was  fo  difeouraged,  that  he  was 
afraid  to  make  a  fecond  attempt. 

I  defired  the  Swede  to  wait  a  more  favour¬ 
able  opportunity 5  but  he  continuing  refolute, 
begged  of  me  to  go  with  him,  or  help  him  to. 
turn  the  raft,  and  he  would  go  himfelf  alone. 

By  this  time  another  man  came  down  and 
offered  10  adventure  ;  fo  getting  upon  the 
raft  I  launched  them  off,  they  defiring  us  to 
go  to  prayers,  alfo  to  watch  what  became 
of  them.  I  did  fo,  and  by  fun-fet  judged  them 
half  way  to  the  main,  and  tint  they  might 
reach  the  fhore  by  two  in  the  morning  :  but 
I  fisppofe  they  fell  in  with  fome  breakers^ 
or  tbe  violence  of  the  lea  overfet  them,  and 
they  perifhed  ;  for  two  <Jays  after,  the  raf? 
T  i  was 
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was  found  on  Ihore,  and  one  man  dead  about 
a  mile  from  it,  with  a  paddle  fattened  to  his 
v.'nft  j  but  the  Swede,  who  was  fo  very  for¬ 
ward  to  adventure,  was  never  heard  of  more. 

We  upon  the  defolate  ifl md  not  knowing 
what  had  befallen  them,  waited  daily  for  de¬ 
liverance  ;  and  our  expeditions  were  the 
more  heightened  by  a  fmoke  we  faw  in  the 
woods,  two  days  after  (the  fignal  appointed 
if  .they  arrived  fafe);  which  continuing  every 
day,  and  being  willing  to  believe  it  made  on 
our  account,  though  we  faw  no  appearance 
o  any  thing  towards  our  relief,  yet  ue  fup- 
pofed  the  delay  was  occafioned  by  their  not 
being  able  to  procure  a  veffel  fo  foon  as  we 
defined  ;  and  this  hope,  under  God,  ferved  to 
bear  up  our  fpirits  and  fupport  us  much. 

But  (fill  our  great  want  was  provifions ; 
having  nothing  to  eat  but  rockweed  and  a 
very  few  mulfels  ;  and  the  fpring-tide  be  ng 
(thank  God)  fafely  over,  we  could  fcarce  get 
any  at  all.  1  have  gone  myfelf  (no  other 
perfon  being  able)  feveral  days  at  low  water, 
and  could  get  no  more  than  two  or  three  a- 
piece;  and  have  frequently  been  in  danger  of 
iofing  my  hands  and  arms  hy  putting  them  fo 
often  in  the  water,  which  when  got,  my 
Cornach  refufed,  and  rather  chofe  rockweed. 

At  our  firlt  coming  we  faw  feveral  fealsupon 
the  rock,  and  fuppofmg  they  might  harbour 
there  in  the  night,  l  walked  round  at  mid¬ 
night,  but  could  never  get  any  thing  :  we 
alfo  faw  a  great  many  fowls,  hut  they  per¬ 
ceiving  us  daily  there,  would  never  come  on 
the  rock  to  lodge,  fo  that  we  caught  none. 

This  difappointment  was  very  grievous, 
and  rtill  ferved  to  irritate  our  r.uferies;  but  it 
was  more  efpccially  airlifting  to  a  brother  I 
had  with  me,  and  another  young  gentleman, 
who  had  never  (either  of  them)  been  at  fea, 
nr  endured  any  feverides  before  ;  but  were 
qow  reduced  to  the  laft  extremities,  havin'* 
noalljltanfe  but  what  they  received  from  me. 

Part  of  1  green  hide  being  thrown  up  by 
the  tea,  (fattened  to  a  piece  of  the  main- 
yard)  the  men  importuned  me  to  bring  it 
to  the  tent,  winch  being  done  we  minced  it 
fmall  and  f wallowed  it  down. 

About  this  time,  I  fet  the  men  to  open 
junk,  and  with  the  rope-yarn  (when  the  wea¬ 
ther  would  permit)  I  thatched  the  tent  in  the 
beft  manner  my  (trength  wopld  allow,  that 
it  might  the  better  fhelter  us  from  extremi¬ 
ties  of  weather  :  and  it  proved  of  fo  much 
fervice  as  to  turn  twp  or  three  hours  rain, 
apd  prefer, ve  us  from  the  cold  pinching  winds. 
Winch  were  always  very  fev.cre  upon  us. 

About  tl,e  Utter  end  of  this  month  (viz. 
December)  wr  carpenter  (a  fat  man,  and 
naturally  of  a  dull,  heavy,  phlegmatick  con7 
fiitution  and  difpofition,  aged  about  foity- 
leven),  who  from  cur  (pit  coming  on  fnure 


had  been  always  very  ill,  and  !ott  the  rife 
of  his  feet,  complained  of  an  exceffive 
pain  in  his  hack,  and  ftifriiefs  in  his  neck, 
being  hkewife  almoft  choaked  with  phlegm 
(for  want  of  ftrength  to  difeharge  it),  fo  that 
to  our  apprehenfton  he  drew  near  his  end. 
VV.e  prayed  over  him,  and  ufed  our  utmoft 
endeavours  to  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  his 
laft  moments;  he  (hewed  himfelf  fenfible 
though  fpeeclilefs,  and  that  night  died.  We 
buffered  the  body  to  remain  with  11s  till  morn¬ 
ing,  when  I  defil  ed  thofe  who  were  beft  able 
to  remove  it  ;  creeping  out  myfelf,  to  fee  if 
Providence  had  yet  fent  us  any  thing  to  fatif- 
fy  our  extremely  craving  appetites:  befor* 
noon  returning,  and  not  feeing  the  dead  body 
without,  1  afked  why  they  had  not  removed 
it?  and  received  for  anluer,  they  were  not 
all  of  them  able  :  whereupon  fattening  a 
rope  to  the  body,  1  gave  the  utmoft  of  mv 
affiftance,  and  with  fome  difficulty  we  got  it 
out  of  the  tent.  But  the  fatigue  and  confi. 
deration  of  our  miferv  together  fo  overcame 
my  fpirits,  that  being  ready  to  faint  I  crept 
into  the  fent,  and  was  no  fooner  got  in  there, 
but  (as  the  iiigheft  addition  of  trouble)  the 
men  began  to  requeft  of  me  the  dead  body 
to  eat,  the  better  to  fupport  their  lives. 

This,  of  all  I  had  met  with,-  was  the  mod 
grievous  and  (hocking  to  me,  to  fee  myfelf 
and  company,  who  came  hither  laded  with 
provifions  but  three  weeks  before,  now  re¬ 
duced  to  fuch  a  deplorable  circumftance,  ns 
to  have  two  of  us  abfolutely  ftarved  to  death, 
other  two  we  knew  not  what  were  become 
of,  and  the  reft  of  us  at  the  laft  extremity, 
and  (though  ftill  living,  yet)  requiring  to  c  it 
the  dead  for  fupport. 

After  abundance  of  mature  thought  and 
confutation  about  the  lawfuluefs  or  finfulnefs 
on  the  one  hand,  and  abfolute  necellity  on 
the  other  ;  judgment,  confcience,  &c.  were 
obliged  to  fuhmi!  to  the  more  prevailing  ar¬ 
guments  of  our  craving  appetites  ;  fo  that  at 
laft  we  determined  to  fatisfy  our  hunger, 
and  fupport  our  feeble  bodies  with  the  carcafa’ 
in  potfeiTion  ;  firlt  ordering  his  (kin,  head, 
hands,  feet,  and  bowels  to  be  buried  in  the 
fea,  and  the  body  to  be  quartered  for  con- 
veniency  of  drying  and  cairiage,  to  which  I 
again  received  for  anfwer,  tlyat  they  were 
not  all  of  them  able,  but  entreated  I  would 
perform  it  for  them  ;  a  talk  very  grievous, 
and  not  readily  complied  with  ;  hut  their  in- 
cefTant  prayers  and  entreaties  at  laft  prevailed, 
qnd  bv  night  I  had  performed  my  labour. 

I  then  cm  part  of  the  fiefh  into  thin  (lice*, 
and  waffling  it  in  fait, water,  brought  it  to 
the  ter. t,  and  obliged  the  men  to  eat  rock¬ 
weed  along  with  it,  to  feive  inftead  of  bread. 

My  mate  and  two  others  refilled  to  eat 
any  that  night,  but  ne;.t  morning  complied', 

"  ‘  ’  '  end 


F  O  Pv  AUG 

12  *> 

and  earneftly  defined  to  partake  with  the 
reft. 

I  found  they  all  eat  in  abundance, and  with 
the  utmoft  greedinefs,  fo  that  l  was  conftrain- 
ed  to  carry  the  quarters  farther  from  the  tent, 
(quite  out  of  their  reach)  left  they  Ihould 
prejudice  themfelves  by  overmuch  eating,  as 
alio  expend  ourfmall  flock  too  loon. 

I  alfo  limited  each  man  to  an  equal  pro¬ 
portion,  that  none  might  quarrel,  or  entertain 
li  ml  thoughts  of  myl'elf,  or  one  another  ;  and 
1  was  the  more  obliged  to  tins  method,  he- 
caufe  I  found  (in  a  few  days)  their  very  natu* 
ral  difpofitions  changed,  and  that  affectionate, 
peaceable  temper  they  had  all  along  hitherto 
difeovered  totally  loft  j  their  eyes  flaring  and 
looking  wild,  their  count trances  fierce  and 
barbarous;  and  inftead  c'f  obeying  my  com¬ 
mands  (as  they  had  uhiverf.dly  and  readily 
done  before)  I  found  all  I  could  fay  (even 
prayers  and  entreaties)  vain  and  fnmlefs,  no¬ 
thing  now  being  to  be  heard  but  brntilh 
quarrels,  with  horiid  oaths  and  imprecations, 
inftead  of  that  quiet,  fuhmiflive,  fpirir  of 
prayer  and  application  vve  had  before  en¬ 
joyed. 

This,  together  with  the  difmal  profpixft 
of  futuie  want,  obliged  me  to  keep  a  Hr. eft 
wat  h  over  the  reft  of  ille  I)  .dy,  left  any  of 
.them  fhnuld  (if  able)  get  to  it,  and  this  being 
fpsnt  we  be  forced  to  feed  upon  the  living, 
which  we  muft  certainly  have  done,  had  we 
ftaid  a  few  days  longer. 

But  now  the  gondnefs  of  God  began  to 
appear,  and  make  provifion  for  our  delive¬ 
rance,  by  putting  it  in  the  hearts  of  the  good 
people  on  flvire,  where  our  raft  drove,  to 
come  out  in  fearch  of  us;  vvhch  they  d,d 
the  ad  of  January,  in  the  morning. 

Juft  as  I  was  creeping  our  of  the  tent,  T 
faw  a  fliallop  half  way  from  fhore,  (landing 
direftly  towards  ns,  which  may  be  eafily 
imagmed  was  life  from  the  dead.  How  gre..t 
our  joys  anJ  fatisfadtions  were,  at  the  prof- 
peel  of  fq  fpeedy  and  unexpected  deliverance, 
no  tongue  is  able  to  exprefs,  nor  thoughts  to 
conceive  ! 

Our  good  and  welcome  friends  came  to  an 
anchor  to  the  South- weft,  at  about  too  yards 
diftance  (the  fwell  not  fuffering  them  to 
come  nearer) ;  but  theiranchor  coming  home, 
obliged  them  to  ftand  off  till  about  noon, 
waiting  for  lmoother  water  upon  the  flood. 
Mean  time  our  paffions  were  differently 
moved  ;  our  expeditions  of  deliverance,  and 
fears  of  mifrarriage,  hutriedour  weak  and 
difordered  fp.rits  ttrangely. 

I  gave  them  an  account  of  our  miferies  in 
every  refpeeft,  except  Lhe  want  of  provifinns 
(which  I  did  not  rpention,  left  I  fho.ild  not 
get  them  on  Ihore,  for  fear  of  being  con 
ftrained  by  the  weather  io  tarry  with  us)  ; 
eaincftly  entreating  them  to  attempt  our  im 
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mediate  deliverance  ;  t/.‘  at  leaft  'if  polTible) 
to  furr  ifh  us  with  fire,  which  with  the  ut- 
tnoft  h  zard  and  difficulty  they  at  lalt  accom- 
p!  (bed,  hy  fending  a  fmall  canoe  with  one 
man,  who  with  abundance  of  labour  gut  oa 
fhore.  . 

After  helping  him  up  with  his  canoe,  and 
feeing  nothing  to  e.it,  1  alked  him  if  he  could 
give  us  fire.  He  anlwered  in  the  affirmative, 
but  was  fo  affrighted  (feeing  me  look  fo  ttua 
and  meagre)  that  he  could  hardly  at  fi:  ft  re¬ 
turn  nse  an  anfwer  :  but  recolleiftmg  himtelf, 
after  feveral  queftions  alked  on  but!  fiJes,  he 
went  with  me  to  the  tent,  where  lie  was  tur- 
prifed  to  fee  fo  many  of  us  in  fo  deplorable  a 
condition. 

Our  ffrfh  was  fo  wafted,  and  our  looks 
were  fo  ghaftly  and  frightful,  that  it  was  really 
a  yerydiftv.al  profpetft. 

With  tome  difficulty  we  made  a  fire,  de¬ 
termining  to  go  myfeif  with  the  mail  oil 
board,  and  after  to  fend  for  the  reft,  one  or 
two  at  a  time  ;  and  accordingly  we  both  got  in¬ 
to  the  canoe  :  but  the  fea  immediately  drove 
us  with  luch  violence  Jgaintt  the  rock,  that  it 
overfet  us  into  the  Water  ;  and  1  being  very 
weak,  it  was  a  great  while  before  I  could 
recover  myl'elf,  fo  that  I  had  again  a  very  nar¬ 
row  efcape  from  drowning. 

The  good  man  with  very  great  difficulty 
got  on  board  himfelf  without  me,  defigning 
to  return  the  next  day  with  better  conveni¬ 
ences,  if  the  weather  woulu  permit. 

It  was  a  very  uncomfortable  firht  to  fee 
our  worthy  friends  in  the  Ihallop  ftand  away 
fur  the  fhore  without  us.  hut  God,  who  or¬ 
ders  all  our  affairs  (.by  unfeen  movement*) 
for  the  heft,  had  doubtlefs  defign  of  prefer- 
vatiou  towards  us,  in  denying  us  that  appear¬ 
ance  of  prefent  deliverance;  for  that  night 
tie  wind  coming  about  to  South- Eaft,  blow¬ 
ing  hard  and  being  dark  weather,  out' good 
friends  loft  their  fh  tllop,  and  with  extreme 
difti  uity  faced  their  lives  ;  but,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  had  we  been  with  them,  we  muft 
have  peri'hed,  not  having  ftrength  fufiicient 
to  help  cur’.ehes. 

Immediately  after  their  getting  on  fhore, 
they  fent  an  exprels  to  PoUfmouth,  in  l'if- 
cataqua,  where  the  good  people  m  ule  no  de¬ 
lay  in  hnlbening  to  our  deliverance,  as  form  as 
t  it?  'weather  would  all  iw  ;  but  to  our  great 
furrow,  and  for  further  trial  of  our  patience, 
til"  next  day  continued  very  ftormy  ;  fotliit, 
though  we  doubted  not  but  the  people  oa 
fhore  knew  our  condition,  and  would  affift 
tiS  as  foon  as  polliblc,  vet  our  fi" fH  biting 
neir  (pent,  no  frelh  water,  nor  any  certain¬ 
ty  how  long  the  weather  might  continue 
tlnr,  rendered  our  circumstance  ftill  rr.iiera- 
bls,  though  much  advantaged  by  the  fire,  for 
now  we  could  both-  warm  ourleivcs  and 
broil  our  meat. 

The 
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The  next  day,  our  man  urging  me  vehe¬ 
mently  for  ft  Ih,  I  gave  them  a  little  more 
than  ufu.d,  but  not  to  their  fatisfadlion  ;  for 
thev  would  certainly  have  eat  up  the  whole 
at  o  'Ce,  had  I  not  carefully  watched  them, 
defining  to  (hare  the  reft  next  morning,  if 
the  weather  continiv  d  bad  :  hut  it  pjeafed 
God,  that  night  the  wind  abated,  and  early 
next  morning  a  fhajop  came  for  us,  with 
my  much-efteemetl  friends  Captain  Long 
and  Captain  Purvei ,  and  three  more  men, 
who  brought  ,i  larg-  canoe,  and  in  two  hours 
time  got  us  all  on  beard,  to  their  fatisfadlion, 
and  our  great  comfort,  being  forced  to  carry 
almoft  all  the  men  on  their  backs,  from  the 
ten'  to  ’he  canoe,  and  fetch  us  off  by  two  or 
three  at  a  time. 

When  we  fiift  came  on  board  the  (hallop, 
each  of  ns  eat  a  bit  of  bread  and  drank  a  cram 
of  r.;m,  and  moft  of  us  were  extremely  fea- 
fick;  but  after  we  had  cleanfed  oui  flo- 
maths,  and  tatted  warm  nourilhing  food, 
vvt  became  fo  exceedingly  hungry  and  rave- 
noii',  that  had  nt*  our  worthy  friends  diet¬ 
ed  us  (and  1  mitedthc  quantity  for  ahoo.t  two 
or  three  days)  we  fhmild  certainly  have  i. le¬ 
ft  royed  ourfelves  with  eating. 

We  had  alfo  (wo  other  velfcls  came  off  for 
our  aftiftance,  if  there  had  been  any  neceffity 
(fo  generous  and  charitable  were  the  good 
people  of  New- England  in  out  diftrefs);  but 
feeing  us  all  onboard,  the  fhallops  made  the 
belt  of  their  way  he. me  again. 


At  eight  at  night  ws  came  nr)  fhore, 
where  we  were  kindly  entertained,  myfelf 
and  another  at  a  private  houfe  (having  credit 
fuificienr  to  help  us),  all  the  reft  at  the  charge 
of  the  Government,  who  took  fuch  care  that 
the  poor  men  knew  not  the  leaft  want  of  any 
tlvng  their  necefttlics  c.died  for,  or  the  kind 
and  generous  gentlemen  could  furnifh  them 
with  (the  care,  lrulnltry,  and  generoflty  of 
m/  mucli-honctutdi  friends  John  Plaifted, 
Elq.  and  Captain  John  Wentworth,  in  ferv- 
ing  both  myfelf  and  tliefe  poor  men  being 
particularly  eminent),  providing  them  agood 
furgeon  and  nurfes  till  well,  bearing  the 
charge,  and  afterwards  allowing  each  man 
fufficient  cloathing  j  behaving  thcmfelves  on 
the  whole,  with  fo  much  freedom,  generofl¬ 
ty,  and  chriffan  temper,  as  was  no  fm.it! 
addition  to  their  other  Cervices,  and  rendered 
the  whole  worthy  both  of  admiration  and 
imitation  ;  and  like  wife  w*  of  the  laft  con- 
fequer.ee  to  the  poor  men  i»  their  diilrelTes. 

Two  days  after  we  came  on  thoie,  my  ap- 
pi  entice  loft  a  great  part  of  one  f  ot  ;  the  reft 
all  recovered  their  lirr.bs,  but  not  them  per¬ 
fect  ufe  ;  very  few  (befu'e  myfelf)  efcaping 
without  lofmg  the  benefit  of  fingers  or  toes. 
Sec.  though  thank  God  all  otherwife  in  per¬ 
fect  health  ;  fome  failing  one  way  and  fome 
another.  My  mate  and  two  or  three  more 
aie  now  in  England  at  the  publication 
hereof. 
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'"THE  White  Mountains,  in  the  northern 
"*■  part  of  New  Hampfhire,  liave,  from  the 
earjieft  fettlement  of  the  country,  attradled 
the  attention  of  all  fort,,  of  perfons.  They  are 
undoubtedly  the  higheft  lands  in  New  En¬ 
gland,  and  are  difeovered,  in  clear  weather, 
by  veffels  coming  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  before 
any  other  land  ;  but,  by  reafon  of  their  bright 
appearance,  are  frequently  miftaken  for 
clouds.  They  are  feen  on  fhore,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fixty  or  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth 
and  fouth-ea't  fides,  and  are  faid  to  be  plain¬ 
ly  vifible  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec. 
The  Indians  had  a  fuperflitious  veneration 
for  them,  as  the  habitation  of  ipvifible  beings ; 
and  for  this  reafon  never  ventured  to  afeend 
their  fummits,  and  always  endeavoured  to 
difcourage  every  perfon  w  ho  attempted  it. 
Prom  them,  and  the  captives  whom  they  for¬ 
merly  led  to  Canaria,  through  the  pafo  of 
thefe  mountains,  many  fiftions  have  been 
propagated  through  the  country,  which  have 
in  time  fweiled  to  marvellous  and  incredible 
llories ;  particularly,  it  has  been  reported 
carbuncles  have  been  feen  at  immenfe 
heights,  and  inacceffihle  fpots  which  gave  a 
lultre  in  the  night. 

Thofe  who  have  attempted  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  thefe  mountains,  have  aferibed  their 
biigiunefs  to  (hining  rocks  or  white  mofs ; 
and  the  higheft  fummit  hac  been  reprefented 
as  inacceffihle,  by  reafon  of  the  extreme  cold, 
which  threatens  to  freeze  th?  traveller  in  the 


midft  of  fummer.  They  have  alfo  differed 
fo  widely  from  each  other,  and  their  accounts 
have  been  embellifhed  with  fo  many  marvel¬ 
lous  circumftances,  and,  on  the  whole,  have 
been  fo  unfatisfaftory,  that  I  have  long  will¬ 
ed  for  an  opportunity  to  vifit  thefe  moun¬ 
tains,  in  company  with  fome  gentlemen  of  a 
philofophical  turn,  furnilhed  with  proper  in- 
ltruments  and  materials  for  a  full  explora¬ 
tion  of  the  phenomena  that  might  occur. 
This  pleaf'ure  I  have  in  part  enjoyed  the  pre- 
fent  fummer  $  and  though  the  ronghnefs  of 
the  way,  which  prevent&l  the  ufe  of  conve¬ 
nient  carriages,  proved  fatal  to  fome  of  out 
inftruments,  and  the  almoft  continual  cloudi- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  while  we  Were  in  that 
region,  hindered  us  from  making’  fome  ob- 
fervations  which  we  intended ;  yet,  till  a 
better  account  can  be  obtained,  I  flatter  my- 
felt  that  what  follows  will  prove  more  fatif- 
fattory  than  any  which  has  yet  been  publifh- 
ed  or  reported. 

The  White  Mountains  are  the  higheft  part 
of  a  ridge  which  extends  north-eaft  and 
fouch-weft  to  unknown  length.  The 
area  of  their  bafe  is  an  irregular  figure,  fome- 
what  refembling  an  ifofceles  triangle,  whofe 
longeft  extremity  is  towards  the  fouth,  and 
Whofe  whole  circuit  cannot  be  lefs  than  fifty 
miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within  this 
area  cannot  be  afcertainetl  at  prefent,  the 
country  round  them  being  a  thick  wilder- 
nefs.  On  the  north-weft  fide,  feven  fum* 
C  ?,  fntts 
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nits  arc  in  plain  view,  and  this  is  the  great¬ 
er  r  umber  that  can  be  feen  at  once  from 
any  ftation  that  is  cleared  of  woods.  Of 
thefe,  four  at  leall  are  bald.  The  higheft 
©f  them  is  on  the  eaflern  fidi  of  the  duller, 
©n  which  fide  we  afcended,  having  firll 
gained  the  height  of  land  between  the 
waters  of  Saco  and  Amarifcogin  rivers, 
to  which  there  is  a  gradual  afcent  for  twelve 
miles  from  the  plains  of  Pigwacket.  At 
ties  height  of  land,  there  is  a  meadow  which 
was  formerly  a  beaver-pond,  with  a  dam  at 
each  end.  The  water  ifiues  out  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  on  its  eaflern  fide,  in  the  form  of  fprings, 
and  meandering  through  the  channels  of  the 
meadow,  appears  ltagnant  in  the  middle  ; 
but  dividing  its  courfe,  at  the  fouth  end  of 
the  meadow  it  runs  into  Ellis  river,  a  branch 
of  Saco  ;  and  at  the  north  end,  into  Peabody 
river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcogin.  From  this 
meadow,  there  is  an  uninterrupted  afcent,  on 
a  ridge  between  two  deep  gullies,  to  the  high- 
efl  fummit. 

-The  fides  of  the  mountains  are  covered 
with  lpruce-trees  ;  the  furface  is  compofcd 
•i  loofe  rocks  covered  with  very  long  green 
mefs,  which  reaches  from  reck  to  rock,  and 
is  in  many  places  fo  thick  and  fo  ftrong  as  to 
fupport  a  man’s  weight.  This  immenl'e  bed 
of  mofs,  fpread  over  the  furface  of  thefe 
mountains,  ferves  as  a  fpunge  to  retain  the 
moiilure  brought  by  the  clouds  and  vapours 
which  are  continually  rifing  and  gathering 
round  the  mountains;  the  thick  growth  of 
fpruce  prevents  the  fun’s  rays  from  penetrat¬ 
ing  to  exhale  it ;  fo  that  there  is  a  conftant 
fupply  of  water  to  the  numberlefs  fprings 
with  which  this  region  abounds,  and  an  un- 
esafing  circulation  of  fluid,  the  procefs  of 
which  is  highly  entertaining  to  the  fpedlator; 
for  no  focner  has  a  fhower  defeended  from 
the  clouds,  but  the  vapour  rifes  from  the 
leaves  of  the  forelt  in  innumerable  little  co¬ 
lumns,  which,  having  gained  a  certain  height 
In  the  atmoi'phere,  collefl  and  converge  to¬ 
wards  the  mountains,  where  they  either  fall 
again  in  fhowers,  or  are  imbibed  by  the  mofs, 
and  depofited  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks, feek- 
ing  their  way  to  the  hard  llratum  or  pan  which 
is  impenetrable,  and  which  guides  them  till 
they  find  vent  in  fprings.  The  fame  liquid 
tribute  is  daily  exhaled  from  the  rivi.ro,  ponds, 
and  low  grounds,  and  attradled  to  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which  by  thcle  means  a-  e  always  re¬ 
plenished  with  water  in  every  part. 

The  rocks,  of  which  thefe  mountains  are 
cempofed,  are  in  feme  parts  ftate,  in  others 
flint,  but  towards  the  top  a  dark  grey  Hone, 
which,  when  broken,  fnews  fpccks  of  ifing- 
giafs.  On  the  bald  parts  c?  the  mountains  the 
lloneS  are  covered  with  a  flrert  grey  mofs  ; 
and  at  the  very  furnrnit  the  mofs  is  of  a  yei- 


lowilh  colour,  and  adheres  firmly  to  the 
rock. 

Eight  of  our  company  afcended  the  higheft 
mountain  on  the  24-th  of  July,  and  were  fix 
hours  and  fifty-one  minutes  in  gaining  the 
fummit,  dedufling  one  hour  and  thirty- 
eight  minutes  fer  the  necefiary  ftops.  The 
fpruce  and  firs,  as  you  afeend,  grow  fhorter, 
till  they  degenerate  to  firrubs  and  bullies  ; 
then  you  meet  with  low  vines  bearing  a 
red  and  a  blue  berry ;  and  iaflly  a  fort  of 
grafs,  called  winter- grafs,  mixed  with  th@ 
mofs. 

Having  afcended  tiie  fleepefl  precipice, 
you  come  to  what  is  called  the  plain,  where 
the  afcent  becomes  gentle  and  eafy.  This 
plain  is  compofed  of  rocks,  covered  with 
winter-grafs  and  mofs,  and  looks  like  the 
furface  of  a  dry  pallure  or  common.  In 
fome  openings  between  the  rocks  you  meet 
with  water,  in  others  dry  gravel.  The  plain 
is  an  irregular  figure,  its  area  uncertain  ;  but 
from  its  eaflern  edge  to  the  foot  of  the  Sugar- 
loaf,  is  upwards  ot  a  mile  ;  on  the  weflcrn 
fide  it  extends  farther.  The  Sugar-ioaf  is  a 
pyramidal  heap  of  loofe  grey  rocks,  not  lefs 
than  three  hundred  feet  in  perpendicular 
height,  but  the  afcent  is  not  fo  difficult  as 
the  precipice  below  the  plain.  From  this 
fummit  in  clear  weather  is  a  noble  view,  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  ocean  on  the  fouth-eaft ;  to 
the  highlands  on  the  weft  and  north-weft, 
which  feparate  the  waters  of  Conneflicut- 
river  from  thofe  of  lake  Champlain  and  Sc. 
Laurence  ;  on  the  fouth  it  extends  to  Wini- 
pifeogee  hke,  and  the  highlands  fouthward 
of  Pemigewaftet-river. 

It  happened  unfortunately  for  our  com¬ 
pany,  that  a  thick  cloud  covered  the  moun¬ 
tain  almoft  the  whole  time  they  were  upon 
it,  fo  that  fome  of  the  inftruments,  which, 
with  much  labour  they  had  carried  up,  -,v_re 
ufelefs.  In  the  barometer  the  mercury  ranged 
at  22.6  inches,  in  44  degrees  of  heat  by  Fa- 
renheit’s  thermometer.  It  was  our  intention 
to  have  placed  one  of  each  of  thefe  inlhu- 
ments  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  at  the 
fame  time  that  others  were  carried  to  the 
top;  hut  they  were  unhappily  broken  in  the 
courfe  of  our  journey,  and  the  barometer 
which  was  carried  to  the  fummit  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  agitation,  that  an  allowance 
was  necefiary  to  be  made  in  calculating  the 
height  of  the  mountain,  which  our  ingenious 
companion,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler  of  Ipfwich, 
eftimates  in  round  numbers  at  5500  feet  above 
the  meadow, the  meadow  bei  ng  3  500  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea ;  and  this  teems  to  beas  low 
an  eftimat'on  as  can  be  admitted.  V/e  in¬ 
tended  to  have  made  a  geome.rical  menfura- 
tion  of  the  altitude,  but  in  one  place  where 
ws  attempted  it,  we  could  r.ot  obtain  a  bale 
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•f  fufficient  length,  and  in  another,  where 
this  inconvenience  was  removed,  we  were 
prevented  by  thealmoft  continual  obl'curations 
of  the  mountains  by  clouds. 

On  every  fide  of  thefe  mountains  are  many 
long  winding  gullies,  beginning  at  the  pre¬ 
cipice  below  the  plain,  and  deepening  in  the 
defeent ;  they  are  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thoufand  feet  deep,  and  perhaps  more.  In 
winter,  the  fnow  driving  with  the  north- 
weft  winds  over  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
is  lodged  in  thefe  gullies,  and  forms  a  com- 
paft  body,  which  is  not  cafily  dilfolved  by 
the  vernal  fun.  It  is  obferved  to  lie  longer 
on  the  foutli  than  on  the  north-welt  fides  ; 
which  is  the  cafe  with  moil;  other  hills  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  In  1174,  lome 
men  who  were  at  work  on  a  road  under  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  mountain,  afeended  to  the 
fummit  on  tin;  6th  of  June,  and  upon  the 
fouth  lide  -found  a  body  of  fnow  thirteen 
feet  deep,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them.  The 
man  from  whom  1  had  this  account,  and 
who  had  the  direflion  of  the  work,  afeended 
the  mountain  on  the  19th  of  June,  with 
lome  of  the  fame  party,  and  in  the  famefpot 
the  fnow  w..f  five  feet  deep.  On  the  2ad 
of  July  this  year,  we  were  allured  by  perfons 
who  live  within  plain  view  of  the  mountains, 
on  the  foutli  fide,  at  the  diltance  of  fixteen 
miles,  that  the  fnow  had  not  been  gone  more 
than  ten  days.  We  are  alfo  credibly  inform¬ 
ed,  that  two  men,  who  attempted  to  afeend 
the  mountain  the  firft  week  of  September 
lait  year,  found  the  bald  top  fo  covered  with 
fnow  and  ice,  then  newly  made,  that  they 
could  not  gain  the  fummit ;  but  this  does 
not  happen  every  year  fo  foon,  for  the  moun¬ 
tain  has  been  afeended  fo  late  as  the  firft 
week  in  Oclobcr,  when  no  fnow  was  upon 
it ;  and  fometimes  the  firft  fnows  that  come 
diirolvc  before  the  winter  fees  in  ;  but  ge¬ 
nerally  the  mountains  begin  to  be  covered 
with  fnow  and  ice,  either  in  the  latter  part 
of  September,  or  the  beginning  of  Odtober, 
and  it  never  wholly  leaves  them  till  July. 
During  this  period  of  nine  or  ten  months, 
they  exhibit  more  or  lefs  of  that  bright  ap¬ 
pearance,  from  which  they  are  denominated 
White.  In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  is 
partly  diflblved,  they  appear  of  a  pale  blue 
ftreaked  with  white  ;  and  after  it  is  wholly 
gone,  at  the  diftance  of  forty  or  fixty  miles, 
they  are  altogether  of  a  pale  blue  inclining  to 
the  colour  of  the  fky;  while  viewed  at  the  dif¬ 
tance  of  only  ten  miles,  they  are  of  the 
grey  colour  of  the  rock,  inclining  to  brown. 
Thefe  changes  are  obferved  by  people  who 
live  within  conftant  view  of  them  :  and 
from  thefe  faifts  and  observations  it  may  juftly 
be  concluded  that  the  whitenefs  of  them  is 
to  be  aferibsd  wholly  to  the  fhow  and  ice, 
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and  not  to  any  other  white  fubftance,  fof  in 
reality  there  is  none.  There  are  indeed  in 
the  l'ummer  months  fome  ltreaUs  which  ap¬ 
pear  brighter  than  other  pares,  but  thefe, 
when  viewed  through  a  telefcope,  I  have 
plainly  difeerned  to  be  the  enlightened  edges 
or  fides  of  the  long  deep  gullies,  and  the 
dark  parts  the  fhaded  fides  of  them :  and  in 
the  courle  of  a  day  thefe  foots  may  be  feen 
to  vary  according  to  thepofition  of  the  fua. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  query  here,  if  fo 
grear  a  quantity  of  fnow  is  accumulated  and  . 
remains  on  thefe  mountains,  may  it  not  be 
fuppofed  to  add  a  keennefs  to  the  winds  which 
blow  over  them  ?  And  how  many  more 
mountains  may  there  be  toward  the  north  and 
waft,  whofe  hoary  fummits  contain  the  like 
or  greater  bodies  of  fnow  and  ice,  fome  of 
which,  at  the  remotelf  regions,  may  remain 
undiifolvsd  through  the  year  ?  May  we  not 
then  aferibe  the  piercing  cold  of  our  north- 
weft  winds  to  the  infinite  ranges  of  frozen 
mountains,  rather  than  to  the  lakes  and  fo- 
tefts  ? 

Thefe  immenfe  heights  which  I  have 
been  delcribing,  being  copioufly  replenifhcd 
with  water,  exhibit  a  variety  of  beautiful 
cafeades,  fome  of  which  fall  in  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  flieet  or  fpout,  others  are  winding  and 
narrow,  others  fpread  on  the  level  furface  of 
fome  wide  rock,  and  then  gufh  in  cataraifts 
over  its  edge.  A  romantic  imagination  may 
find  full  gratification  amidft  thefe  rugged 
feenes,  if  its  ardour  be  not  checked  by  the 
fatigue  of  the  approach.  Three  of  the 
largeft  rivers  in  New-England  receive  a  great 
part  of  their  waters  from  this  region.  Amo- 
ncofuck  and  Ifrael  rivers,  two  principal 
•  branches  of  Connefticul,  fall  from  the  weft- 
ern  fide  of  the  mountains ;  Peabody  river  and 
another  branch  of  Amarifcogin  from  the 
north-eaftern  fide,  and  almoft  the  whole  of 
Saco  defeends  from  the  fouthern  fide.  The 
declivities  being  very  fteep,  caufs  this  latter 
river  to  rife  very  fuddenly  in  a  time  of  rain, 
and  as  fuddenly  to  fubfide. 

On  the  weftern  part  of  thefe  mountains  is 
a  pafs  which  in  the  narrowest  place  meafures 
but  twenty-two  feet  between  two  perpendi¬ 
cular  rocks.  Here  a  road  is  conftrufting 
with  great  labou--  and  expence,  which  is  the 
fhorteft  route  to  the  upper  Cohors  on  Con- 
nrfticut  river,  and  to  that  part  of  Canada 
which  borders  on  the  river  St.  Francis.  Ac 
the  height  of  this  narro-v  pafs  the  river  Saco 
takes  its  rife.  A  brook  defeends  from  the 
mountain,  and  meanders  through  a  meadow 
which  was  formerly  a  beaver-pond,  and  is 
furrounded  by  fteep,  and  on  one  lide,  perpen¬ 
dicular  rocks — -aftrikingly  pifiurefquefcene  ! 
the  rivulet  glides  along  the  weftern  fide  of 
the  defile  (the  eaftern  being  formed  into  a 

road) 
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rcad)  and  tributary  ftrcams  augment  its 
waters,  one  of  which  is  called  the  Flume, 
from  the  near  refemblance  it  bears  to  the 
flume  of  a  mill.  The  pafs  between  the 
mountains  widens  as  you  defcend  j  but  for 
eight  or  ten  miles  they  are  fo  near  as  only  to 
leave  room  for  the  river  and  its  intervals.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  defcent  you  fee  at  immcnfe 
heights,  and  in  fpots  pcrfefily  inacceflible, 
feveral  rocks,  fome  of  a  whitifh  and  fome 
of  a  reddifh  hue,  whcfe  faces  are  polifhed 
by  the  continual  trickling  of  water  over 
them.  Thefe,  when  incrufted  with  ice,  be¬ 
ing  open  to  the  fouth  and  weft,  are  capable, 
in  the  night,  of  reflecting  the  moon  and 
ftar-beams  to  the  wonderful  traveller,  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  dark  valley  below  ;  and  thefe  are 
fufficient,  by  the  help  of  imagination,  to 
give  rife  to  the  fiiftion  of  carbuncles. 

We  found  no  ftones  of  any  higher  quality 


than  flint ;  no  limeftone  though  we  tried 
the  mofllikcly  with  aquafortis.  It  is  faid  there 
is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where  the  mag¬ 
netic  needle  refufes  to  traverfe  :  this  may 
contain  rock  ore,  but  our  guide  could  not 
find  the  place.  It  is  alfo  faid  that  a  mineral, 
fuppofed  to  be  lead  ore,  has  been  difeovered 
on  the  eaftern  fide.  One  of  the  fprings 
which  we  met  with  in  our  afeent  cn  that 
fide,  attended  a  thick  frothy  feum  and  a  fa- 
ponaceous  tafte.  All  fearches  for  fubterra- 
ncan  treafures  in  thefe  mountains  have  as 
yet  proved  fruitlefs.  The  moil  certain 
riches  which  they  yield,  are  the  frefhets 
which  bring  down  the  foil  to  the  intervals  be¬ 
low,  and  form  a  fine  mould,  producing 
corn,  grain  and  herbage  in  the  rnoft  luxuri¬ 
ant  plenty. 

ScpUmbm  1784. 


*  Some  (peci mens  of  rock-cryftal  have  be'  n  found  lately  by  other  perfons,  but  we  did 
not  hear  of  it  till  our  return.  <x. 
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Fine  Specimen  s/  In 

R.  Jefferfon,  a  gentleman  of 
great  eminence  in  America, 
both  in  politics  and  literature,  has  re¬ 
marked, 'that  to  form  ajufteftimar? 
of  the  genius  and  mental  powers  of 
the  Indians,  more  fads  are  wanting, 
and  great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for 
thofe  circumftafices  of  their  fituation 
which  call  for  a  difplay  of  particular 
talents  only.  This  done,  we  lball 
probably  find  that  the  American  In¬ 
dians  are  formed,  in  mind  as  well  as 
in  body,  on  the  fame  model  with  the 
homo  Japtens  Europeeus .  The  principles 
of  their  l'ociety  forbidding  all  com- 
pulficn,  they  are  to  be  led  to  duty 
and  to  enterprife  by  perfonal  influence 
and  perfuafion.  Hence  eloquence  in 
council,  bravery  and  add  refs  in  war, 
become  the  foundations  of  all  confe- 
quence  with  them.  To  thefe  acquire¬ 
ments  all  their  faculties  are  directed. 
Of  their  bravery  and  addrefs  in  war 
we  have  multiplied  proofs,  becaufe 
we  have  been  the  fubjects  on  which 
they  were  exercifed,  Of  their  emi¬ 
nence  in  oratory  we  have  fewer  ex¬ 
amples,  becaufe  it  is  difpiayed  chiefly 
in  their  own  councils.  Some,  how¬ 
ever,  we  have,  of  very  fupericr  luftre. 
We  may  challenge  the  whole  orations 
of  Demolthenes  and  Cicero,  and  of 
any  more  eminent  orators,  if  Europe 
has  furnilhed  more  eminent,  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  Angle  paflage  fuperior  to  the 
fpeech  of  Logan,  a  Mingo  chief,  to 
lord  Dunmore,  when  governor  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  ftory  is  as  follows  ;  of 
which,  and  of  tire  fpeech,  the  au¬ 
thenticity  is  unqueftiOnable.  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1774,  a  robbery 
and  murder  were  committed  on  an 
inhabitant  of  the  frontiers  of  Virginia 
by  two  Indians  ot  the  Shawanee  tribe. 
The  neighbouring  whites,  according 
to  their  cuftom,  undertook  to  punifti 
this  outrage  in  a  fummary  way.  Co¬ 
lonel  Crefap,  a  man  infamous  for  the 
many  murders  he  had  committed  on 
thofe  much-injured  people,  collefted 
a  party,  and  proceeded  down  the 
Kanhaway  in  quell  of  vengeance. 


D  I  A  N  E  L  O  QJJ  E  N  C  E. 

Unfortunately  a  canoe  of  women  and 
children,  with  one  man  only,  was 
feen  coming  from  the  eppofite  Ihcre, 
unarmed,  and  unfufpedting  any  hoftile 
attack  from  the  whites.  Crefap  and 
his  party  concealed  themlelves  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  ;  and  the  moment 
the  canoe  reached  the  ihcre.  Angled 
out  their  objefts,  and  at  one  fire  killed 
every  perfon  in  it.  This  happened 
to  be  the  family  of  Logan,  who  had 
long  been  ditlinguilhed  as  a  friend  of 
the  whites.  This  unworthy  return 
provoked  his  vengeance.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  fignalized  himfelf  in  the 
war  which  enfued.  In  the  autumn  of 
the  fame  year  a  decifive  battle  was 
fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Kanhaway,  between  the  collebied 
forces  of  the  Shawanees,  Mingoes, 
and  Delawares,  and  a  detachment  of 
the  Virginia  militia.  The  Indians 
were  defeated,  and  fued  for  peace. 
Logan,  however,  difdained  to  be  feen 
among  the  fuppliants ;  but,  left  the 
fincerity  of  a  treaty  ftiould  be  dif- 
trufted  from  which  lo  diftinguilhed  a 
chief  abfented  himfelf,  he  lent  by  a 
meiTenger  the  following  fpeech,  to  be 
delivered  to  lord  Dunmore  : — e  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  any  white  man  to  fay  if  ever 
he  entered  Logan’s  cabin  hungry, 
and  he  gave  him  not  meat ;  if  ever 
he  came  cold  and  naked,  and  he 
clothed  him  not.  During  the  ccurfe 
o!  the  laft  long  and  bloody  war.  Lo¬ 
gan  remained  idle  in  his  cabin,  an 
advocate  for  peace.  Such  was  my 
love  for  the  whites,  that  my  country¬ 
men  pointed  as  they  palfed,  and  laid, 
Logan  it  the  friend  of  --white  ;nen.  I  had 
even  thought  to  have  lived  with  you, 
but  for  the  injuries  of  one  ma.i. 
Colonel  Crefap,  the  laft  fpring,  in 
cold  bipod,  and  unprovoked,  mur¬ 
dered  all  the  relations  of  Logan,  not  - 
fparing  even  my  women  and  children. 
There  runs  no:  a  drop  of  my  blood  in 
the  veins  of  afl/living  creature.  This 
called  on  me  for  revenge.  I  have 
fought  it  ;  I  have  killed  many  ;  I 
have  fuliv  glutted  my  vengeance. 

For 
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For  my  country,  I  rejoice  at  the 
beams  of  peace  ;  but  do  not  harbour 
a  thought  that  mine  is  the  joy  of  fear. 
Logan  never  felt  fear.  He  will  not 
turn  on  his  heel  to  fave  his  life.  Who 
is  there  to  mourn  for  Logan  ?  Not 
one.’ 

To  the  preceding  anecdote  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  American  character,  may 
be  added  the  following  by  Dr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin.  The  Indian  men, 
when  young,  are  hunrers  and  warri¬ 
ors  :  when  old,  councilors  ;  for  all 
their  government  is  by  the  counfel  or 
advice  of  the  fages.  Hence  they  ge¬ 
nerally  itudy  oratory :  the  bell  fpeaker 
having  the  moll:  influence.  The  In¬ 
dian  women  till  the  ground,  drels  the 
food,  nurfe  and  bring  up  the  children, 
and  preferve  and  hand  down  to  poite- 
rity  the  memory  of  public  tranfactions. 
Thefe  employments  of  men  and  wo¬ 
men  are  accounted  natural  and  ho¬ 
nourable.  Having  few  artificial  wants, 
they  have  abundance  of  leifure  for 
improvement  by  converfation.  Our 
laborious  manner  of  life,  compared 
with  theirs,  they  elteem  flavilh  and 
bafe  ;  and  the  learning  on  which  we 
value  ourfelves,  they  regard  as  frivo¬ 
lous  and  ufelei's. 

Having  frequent  occafions  to  hold 
public  councils,  they  have  acquired 
great  order  and  decency  in  conduct¬ 
ing  them.  The  old  men  fit  in  the 
foremolt  ranks,  the  warriors  in  the 
next,  and  the  women  and  children  in 
the  hir.dmolt.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
women  is  to  take  <y;aCt  notice  of  what 
pafles  ;  imprint  it  in  their  memories, 
(for  they  have  no  writing,)  and  com¬ 
municate  it  to  their  children.  They 
are  the  records  of  the  council,  and 
they  preferve  tradition  of  the  l'tipula- 
tions  in  trc.itie-  a  hundred  years  back ; 


which,  when  we  compare  with  ouf 
writings,  we  always  find  exaCt.  He 
that  would  fpeak  rifes.  The  reft  ob- 
ferve  a  profound  fiience.  When  he 
has  finilhed,  and  fits  down,  they  leave 
i:im  five  or  fix  minutes  to  recoiled, 
that  if  he  has  omitted  any  thing  he 
intended  to  fay,  or  has  any  thing  to 
add,  he  may  rife  again  and  deliver 
it.  To  interrupt  another,  even  in 
common  converfation,  is  reckoned 
highly  indecent. 

The  poiiteneis  of  thefe  favages  in 
converfation  is,  indeed,  carried  to 
excels ;  fince  it  docs  not  permit  them 
to  contradictor  deny  the  truth  of  what 
is  alferted  in  their  prefence.  By  this 
means  they  indeed  avoid  difputes  ; 
but  then  it  becomes  difficult  to  know 
their  minds,  or  what  impreflion  you 
make  upon  them.  The  miflionaries 
who  have  attempted  to  convert  them 
to  Chrillianity,  all  complain  of  this 
as  one  of  the  great  difficulties  of  their 
mifiion.  The  Indians  hear  with  pa¬ 
tience  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  ex¬ 
plained  to  them,  and  give  their  ufual 
tokens  of  affent  and  approbation  ;  but 
this  by  no  means  implies  conviction ; 
it  is  mere  civility. 

When  any  of  them  come  into  our 
towns,  our  people  are  apt  to  croud 
round  them,  gaze  upon  them,  and 
incommode  them  where  they  defire 
to  be  private  ;  this  they  elteem  great 
rudenefs,  and  the  effect  of  the  want 
of  inltruCtion  in  the  rules  of  civility 
and  good  manners.  ‘  We  have,’  fay 
they,*  as  much  curiofity  as  you ;  and 
when  you  come  into  our  towns,  we 
wifh  for  opportunities  of  looking  at 
you  ;  but  for  this  purpofe  we  hide 
ourfelves  behind  bufhes  where  you 
are  to  pafs,  and  never  intrude  our- 
felves  into  your  company. 


NEW-  FUR  TRADE. 

To  foch  as  intereft  themfelves  in  the  Progress  of  Discovery,  and  the  Improvement  of 
Geography,  the  following  very  rrif.f  Account  of  the  Voyages  undertaken  to  the 
Forth  West  Coust  of  America,  in  Search  of  Furs,  fiace  the  Death  of  Captain 
Cook,  will  not  be  unacceptable. 


TH£  firft  vefTel  which  engaged  in  the 
rlew  branch  of  trade  pointed  out  by  that 
great  navigator,  was  fitted  out  by  feme  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  China.  She  was  a  hrig  of  Co  tons 
and  in  men,  Commanded  by  James  Hanna. 
5he  failed  from  the  Typa  the  end  of  April 
I785;  proceeded  to  the  northward,  along 
the  coaff  of  China — palled  thro’  Diemen’s 
Straits,  the  fouth  end  of  japan,  and  arrived 
at  Nootka  in  Auguft  following.  Soon  after 
her  arr.Cal,  the  natives,  whom  Captain  Cook 
had  left  unacquainted  with  the  elicits  of  fire. 
it  ms,  tempted  probably  by  the  diminutive 
fize  of  the  veffei  (fcarce  longer  than  fome  of 
their  own  canoes)  and  die  fmall  number  of 
her  people,  attempted  to  board  her  in  open 
day  ;  but  were  rrpulfed  with  confiderable 
Slaughter.  This  was  the  intruded!  ion  to  a 
firm  and  lading  friendfhip.  Capt.  Hanna 
curedfurh  of  the  Indians  as  were  wounded  ; 
an  unreferved  confidence  took  place — they 
traded  fairly  arid  peaceably — a  valuable  cargo 
fit  furs  ivas  procured,  and  the  had  weather 


fetting  in,  he  left  the  coaft  in  the  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  touched  at  the  Sandwich  1  (lands,  and 
arrived  at  Macao  the  end  of  December  of  the 
fame  year, 

Capt.  Hanna  failed  again  from  Macao  in 
May  178b,  in  the  fivnv  Sea  Otter,  of  120 
tons  and  30  men,  and  returned  to  Macao  in 
Febiuarv  1787  In  this  fecond  voyage  he 
follows  *  his  former  track,  and  arrived  at 
Nootka  in  Angult  ;  traced  the  coal!  from 
thence  as  far  as  3  ;  degrees,  and  explored  the 
extenfive  Sound  difeovered  a  fliort  time  be-- 
fore  by  Mr,  Strange,  and  called  by  him 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  the  latitude  of 
vvuich  is  51  degrees  North,  longitude  n§ 
Well. 

The  fnow  Lark,  Capt.  Peters,  of  22a 
tons  and  40  men,  failed  from  Macao  in  [uly 
iyS6,  Her  deftination  was  Kamfchatk.v, 
(fur  which  (he  was  provided  with  a  fuitab'.e 
cargoof  arrack, tea,  kc.)  Copper  IfiaiHis,  and 
the  N.  W.  Coalt.  Capt.  Peters  was  di¬ 
rected  to  rfiafce  fiis  jialfage  between  Japan 

autt 
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and  Cores,  and  examine  the  iflands  to  the 1 
north  of  Japan,  (aid  to  be  inhabited  by  hairy 
people,  which,  if  Cant.  Cook  had  lived, 
would  not  have  been  left  to  the  French  to 
determine.  No  account  having  been  received 
of  this  veil'd  (nice  her  departure,  there  is 
every  resfon  to  fear  (he  his  peiifiied. 

In  the  beginning  of  1786,  two  coppered 
veflels  were  fitted  out  at  Bombay,  under  the 
direfhon  of  James  Strange,  Efq.  who  was 
himfelf  a  principal  owner.  Thefe  velfels  were 
the  fnow  Captain  Cook,  of  300  tons  ;  and 
(now  Experiment,  of  100  tons.  They  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  company  from  the  Malabar  coaft  to 
Batavia — palfed  through  the  Straits  of  Macaf- 
far,  where  the  Experiment  was  run  upon  a 
reef,  and  was  obliged  to  haul  afhore  upon 
Borneo,  to  repair  ;  from  thence  they  (teered 
to  1  he  Ealtward  of  the  i’alaos  Iflands — made 
Sulphur  Illsnd,  and  arrived  at  Nootka  the 
end  of  June  following.  From  Nootka,  where 
they  lelt  their  Surgeon's  Mate,  Mackav,  to 
learn  "the  language,  and  colleft  (kins  againft 
their  intended  return,  (but  who  was  brought 
away  in  the  Imperial  Eagle  the  following 
year)  they  proceeded  along  the  coaft  to 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  of  which  they  w'eie 
tne  firft  difeoverers  ;  from  thence  in  a  duedt 
courfe  to  prince  William’s  Sound.  After 
fume  (lay  there,  the  Experiment  proceeded 
to  Macao  (their  velfels  being  provided  with 
p  lies  by  the  Governor-General  of  Goa)  ;  the 
Captain  Cook  endeavoured  to  get  to  Copper 
ifland,  hut  without  fuccefs,  being  prevented 
by  conftanc  Weft  winds. 

Two  coppered  velfels  were  alfo  ft' ted  out 
by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen  in  Bengal,  viz. 
the  fnow  Nootka,  of  200  tons,  and  the  fnow 
Sea  Otter,  of  ioctons,  commanded  by  John 
■Meares  and  William  Tipping,  Lieutenants  in 
tlie  Royal  Navy.  The  Nootka  failed  in  March 
1786  from  Bengal ;  came  through  the  China 
Sea? ;  touched  at  the  Bafhees,  where  they 
w  ere  very  civilly  treated  by  the  Spaniards, 
who  have  taken  poffeflion  of  thele  ftlands  ; 
armed  at  Oonalalka  the  beginning  of  Au- 
gutt ;  found  there  a  Ruffian  galliot,  and  fume 
furriers  ;  difeovered  accidentally  near  Cape 
Greville,  a  new  Strait  into  Cook’s  River,  1  3 
leagues  wide  and  3c  long  ;  faw  feme  Ruf¬ 
fian  hunters  in  a  fmxll  Bay  between  Cape 
El'Zabetli  and  Cape  Bear  ;  and  arrived  in 
Prince  Wil  flam’s  Sound  the  end  of  September. 
They  determined  wintering  in  Snug  Corner 
Cove,  lat.  60.  30.  in  preference  to  going 
to  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  feem  placed 
by  Providence  for  the  comfort  and  refiefh- 
ment  of  the  adventurers  in,  this  trade — were 


frozen  up  in  this  gloomy  and  frightful  foot 
from  the  end  of  November  to  the  end  of 
May. — By  the  fererity  of  the  winter  they  loft 
their  3d  and  4th.  Males,  Surgeon,  Boatfwain, 
Carpenter,  and  Cooper,  and  12  of  the  fore- 
maft  men  ;  and  the  remainder  were  fo  en¬ 
feebled,  as  to  be  under  ihe  neeefiity  of  apply¬ 
ing  to  the  Commanders  of  the  King  George 
and  Queen  Charlotte,  who  juft  at  this  lime 
arrived  in  the  Sound,  for  lome  hands  to  aliift 
in  carrying  the  vefll I  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 
where,  giving  over  all  further  thoughts  of 
trade,  they  determined  (after  getting  a  fea- 
ftock  of  fifh  off  Cope  Edgcumbe) 1  immedi¬ 
ately  to  proceed.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
no  meteorological  obfervations  were  made  on 
board  the  Nootka,  as  in  fo  high  a  latitude  they 
would  have  proved  very  iuterefting  ;  and 
fuel)  an  opportunity  may  not  again  ofter.  The 
Nootka  arrived  at  Macao  the  end  of  Oftober 
1787  C.ipt.  Mcures  was  accompanied  from 
the  Sandwich  Iflands  by  Ti.ana,  a  Chief  of 
Atowi,  who  (elt  an  irreflftible  inclination  to 
viftt  Britain.  He  was  a  man  near  feven 
feet  high,  of  a  very  pleafing  and  animated 
countenance,  foi  med  in  the  exadfeft  fynime- 
try  and  proportion,  and  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  nob'.cft  figures  ever  feen.  The  flat  nofe 
and  dull  unmeaning  countenance  of  the  Chi - 
nefe,  had  given  him  at  firft  fight  a  difguft  and 
contempt  for  them  ;  nor  could  he  entertain 
a  good  opinion  of  the  ditpofition  or  hofpit.i- 
lityuf  the  people  who  taboo'd*  their  women 
to  ftrangers — (o  that  it  was  with  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  his  friends  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
receive  the  vifits  of  the  Mandarines,  whom 
the  fame  of  his  fize  and  tfrength  drew  in 
numbers  to  fee  him.  Copt.  Meares  having 
eng  ged  in  the  Bnrtugueze  expedition  fitted 
out  at  Mnfay,  Tiana  returned  with  him. 
The  liberality  of  his  friends  in  China  pro¬ 
vided  him  with  w  hatever  they  judged  would 
be  ufefulor  acceptable  to  him — bulls,  cows, 
fheep,  goats,  rabhirs,  pheal'ants,  tuikies,  &c. 
orange  and  mango,  and  plants  of  various 

kinds - fo  that  if  this  cargo  arrives  fa  ft-, 

Tiana  will  have  rendeied  more  effential  fer- 
vices  to  his  con:  iti  y  than  any  of  the  moft  ce¬ 
lebrated  travellers  in  purfuit  of  knowledge, 
of  antient  or  modern  times. 

The  Sea  Otter,  C.ipr.  Tipping,  failed  from 
Calcutta  a  few  day.-  after  the  Nootka.  She 
proceeded  through  the  Straits  of  Malacca  and 
China  Seas,  ami  arrived  in  Prince  William’s 
Sound  in  September,  vvhdft  the  Captain 
Cook  and  Expeiiment  w  ere  there.  She  left 
the  Sound  the  day  after,  foppefed  for  Cook’s 
River,  as  (lie  flood  out  on  the  weft  fide  of 


*  TJ.-m,  in  the  language  of  the  South  Sea  Iflands,  fignifies 
(iurjc. 


to  inttrdifi,  prohibit  inter - 
Montague 
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Montague  Iflend ;  hut  having  never  fmce 
been  leen  or  heard  of,  there  can  hi  little 
doubt  of  her  being  loft.  This  is  the  more 
to  be  lamented,  as  Cupt.  Tipping  is  faid  to 
have  been  an  ingenious  man  ;  and  by  Ins 
journal,  which  tie  (hewed  tu  Mr.  Strange, 
it  appeared  that  he  made  his  palfage  between 
Corea  and  Japan  ;  had  communication  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  latter ;  ar,d  vifued 
fume  of  tlie  iflands  to  the  north-eaft  of  Ja¬ 
pan  :  fo  that  his  Journal  would  have  great¬ 
ly  improved  our  very  imperfedt  know  ledge 
of  thole  feas  j  and  anticipated  Mr.  Pcyrouie 
iu  w  hat  will  certainly  be  the  moil  interciting 
pan  of  his  voyage. 

The  Imperial  Eagle,  Capt.  Barkley,  fitted 
out  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen  at  OMend, 
failed  from  Oltcnd  the  latter  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1786  ;  went  into  th.  Bay  of  All  Saints  j 
from  thetiee,  without  touching  any  where, 
to  the  Sandwich  lflauds,  and  arrived  at  Noet¬ 
ic  a  the  beginning  of  June  ;  from  thence  to 
the  South,  as  far  as  47.  30.  in  which  (pace 
he  ditcoverd  fume  good  and  Ipacums  hat- 
bouis.  Jn  the  I. it.  ot  47.  46.  lull  his  fecund 
Mate,  Purler,  and  two  Seamen,  who  were 
upon  a  trading  paity  w  ih  the  long-boat, 
and  imprudently  trullmg  themfclves  alhoi  a 
unarmed,  were  cut  oti  by  the  natives.  Tins 
place  feems  to  be  the  fame  that  Don  Antonio 
Mourelle  calls  the  1  Ilia  de  los  Dolores,  where 
the  Spaniards  going  afhuro  to  water,  were 
alto  attacked  and  cut  off. 

The  King  George  of  320,  and  the  Q.jeen 
Charlotte  of  20010ns  commanded  by  c-ap  • 
tains  Porllock  and  Dixon,  who  fei  ved  under 
Captain  Cook  in  his  latt  voyage,  were  fit¬ 
ted  out  by  a  Society  ol  Gentlemen  in  Eng¬ 
land,  who  obtained  an  exclufive  privilege 
totradetothe  north- weft  Coal t  of  Ametica, 
from  tile  South-Sea  and  Eali-lndia  C0111- 
p.  ines. 

Tliefe  veflels  failed  from  England  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  September  17X5;  touched  at  the 
Talk. and  Iflands,  Sandwich  lflinds,  and  ar¬ 
rived  in  Cook's  River  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gult.  From  thence,  after  collecting  a  fetv 
furs,  they  Iteered,  in  the  end  ut  September, 
f  a  J’r.nce  William’s  Sound,  intending,  it  is 
laid,  to  winter  there  ;  but  vveie  pi  even  c-d 
entering,  by  heavy  ftorms  and  extreme  b.-.d 
weather,  wlucii  obliged  them  to  bear  away, 
and  feck  fume  other  part  of  the  coatt  to 
winter  at.  The  ftm ros  and  baa  weather  ac¬ 
companied  them  till  they  arrived  off  Nootka 
Sound,  whe.i  ihey  were  fo  near  the  Urine, 
that  a  canoe  came  off  to  tliem:  but  though 
in o.'.  near  accomplifhing  their  purpole,  a 
fiefti  ftoim  came  on,  and  obliged  ihem 
finally  to  bear  away  for  theSandw.cft  Iflands, 
where  ihry  remained  the  winter  months; 
aud  leturntng  again  to  the  coaft,  arrived  in 


Prince  William’s  Sound  the  middle  of  May, 
The  King  George  remained  in  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam’s  Sound  ;  and  during  her  (lay,  her Tug¬ 
boat  Uncovered  a  new  palfage  from  the  Sound 
into  Cooks  River.  i  lie  Queen  Charlotte 
proceeded  along  tne  co.fft  to  the  loath  ;  look¬ 
ed  into  Behring’s  Bay,  where  the  Ruffians 
have  now  a  letllcment  ;  examined  that  pait 
ot  the  coaft  from  56  to  50,  wti  ch  was  not 
feen  by  Captain  took,  and  which  confnts 
of  a  clutter  iff  tftauds,  called  by  Captain 
Dixon  Queen  Charlotte’s  Iflands,  at  a  cou- 
fiueiable  dfflance  from  the  Main,  winch  is 
thus  removed  farther  to  the  eahward  than  it 
was  fuppofed  to  he  :  loine  part  of  the  continent 
may,  however,  he  f'cen  from  the  calf  fide  of 
thele  iflands;  and  it  is  probable,  the ditfatics 
does  not  any  where  exceed  <.c  leagues.  On 
this  etlimacion,  Hudlon’s  Houle,  lat.  53, 
long.  io6.  27.  well,  will  not  be  nioie  Hun 
8co  nules  diltant  from  that  part  of  thi-  co.fft 
in  the  fame  parallel.  It  istliereioie  not  im¬ 
probable,  that  the  eiilerprifing  fpiril  of  our 
Canadian  Eurrieis  may  penetrate  to  tins  coalt, 
(the  communication  vs  itli  which  is  probably 
much  facilitated  by  lakes  or  livers)  and  add 
to  the  com  fin  ts  and  luxuries  of  Europe,  tins 
invaluable  fur,  which  in  warmth,  beauty, 
anil  magnificence,  far  exceeds  toe  nchell  furs 
of  Siberia.  Qjeen  Chai  lotte’s  lflauds  aie 
inhabited  by  a  race  ol  people  differing  in  lan¬ 
guage,  features,  and  manners,  from  all  the 
other  tribes  ot  this  coaft.  Among  other  peculia¬ 
rities,  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  a  large  in;i- 
fion  in  the  under  lip,  in  which  is  mltiicd  a 
pie*.e  of  polifhed  wood,  lometimes  orna 
mented  with  mother  of  pearl  fheii,  in  fhape 
and  fize  like  a  weaver's  (brittle,  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  is  the  moft  effectual  mode  of  ele- 
furming  tlie  human  face  divine  that  the  in¬ 
genious  depiavity  of  t.ute  ot  any  f.ivi-.ge  na¬ 
tion  has  yet  dilcovered.  '1  hele  fhips,  after 
difjxiflng  of  their  furs  in  China,  were  load, 
ed  with  teas  on  account  of  the  Englifh  Com¬ 
pany,  failed  from  Wampoa  Lhe  end  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  arrived  in  England  a  fhort  time 
fmce,  alter  an  ablence  of  three  years. 

The  year  after  the  departure  of  the  King 
George  and  Queen  Charlotte,  the  fame  S  >- 
c.eiv  to  which  Lliey  belonged  tiffed  out  two 
other  velfels,  viz.  this  Princefs  Royal  of  60 
tons,  and  tlie  Prince  of  Wales  of  200  tons, 
commanded  by  Captains  Calueic  and  Dun. 
can,  the  foimer  of  whom  had  ferved  under 
Capt.  Cook.  Tilde  veflels  left  England  it) 
Augult  1 7 S 6  ;  touched  ;:t  New  Veer’s 
H-rbiiur  on  Staten  Land,  where  they  left  an 
officer  and  twelve  men  to  kill  heals  againft 
the  arrival  of  a  vcifcl  which  was  to  follow 
thtm  from  England;  from  thence  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  direttly  to  Nootka,  where  they  af- 
1  ived  Lhe  6th  of  July,  fickly,  and  in  bad  con¬ 
dition. 


Jition,  and  found  here  the  Imperial  Eagle 
which  had  left  Europe  fome  months  after 
them.  Leaving  Nootka,  they  fleered  along 
the  (bore  to  i  he  northward,  and  foon  after 
fell  in  with  the  Queen  Charlotte.  It  isfup- 
pofed  they  would  winter  at  the  Sandwich 
lllands,  return  in  the  lpring  to  the  coaft, 
and  be  in  China  in  November  or  December 
*788. 

fhe  exclufive  privilege  granted  to  a  So- 
•iery  in  England,  having  prevented  all  expe¬ 
ditions  to  the  N.  VV.  coaft  from  any  of  the 
Bntilh  I'ettlements  in  the  Eaft*,  two  coppered 
Vcflels,  the  Noflra  Signora  de  Felix  Aven¬ 
tura  e  Difcovertn,  of  200  tons,  and  the 
Noftra  Signora  de  Bom  Succeffo,  of  100 
tons,  were  fitted  out  by  an  enterprifing  Por- 
tuguefe  Merchant  of  Macao.  Thefe  reflets 
faded  from  the  Typa  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary  1788,  commanded  by  Englifli  Oificers 
who  had  ferved  in  the  former  expeditions  to 
that  coaft.  One  of  thefe  veil'els  is  expected 
to  return  to  Macao  in  December  1788’ 
fhe  other  is  to  winter  at  the  Sandwich  ULiidsj 
and  rerun  to  the  coaft.  Such  are  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  Port  of  Macao  for  this  trade, 
particularly  in  the  principal  articles  of  mea- 
furage  and  duties,  that  there  is  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  fear,  the  Portuguefe  will  Ihortiy  acquire 
a  monopoly  thereof. 

In  1785  the  French  King'slhips  1’Afiro- 
labe  and  BnufTole  were  fitted  out  on  difeo- 
very  under  the  command  of  M.  Peyroufe  and 
De  Dangle,  accompanied  by  men  of  emi¬ 
nence  m  every  department  of  feience.  Thefe 
Blips  traced  the  N.  \V.  coaft  of  America 
with  little  interruption,  fn  m  Comptroller's 
Bay  to  the  Spmiilh  Settlement  of  Mtinteley, 
and  when  their  obfervations  are  publilhed, 
little  will  be  wanting  to  complete  the  geo- 
giajdiy  of  this  pat  t  of  the  world. 
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Sinhular  Adventure  of  a  British 
Soldier  in  a  Campaign  in  North 
America. 

N  the  year  1779,  when  the  war  with 
America  was  conducted  with  great 
spirit  upon  that  continent,  a  division  of 
the  British  army* was  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  a  river,  and  in  a  position  so 
favoured  by. nature,  that  it  was  difficult 
for  any  military  art  to  surprise  it.  War 
in  America  was  rather  a  species  of  limit¬ 
ing  than  a  regular  campaign.  “If  you 
fight  with  art,”  said  Washington  to  his 
soldiers,  “  you  are  sure  to  be  defeated. 
Acquire  discipline  enough  for  retreat 
ar.d  the  uniformity  of  combined  attack, 
and  your  country  will  prove  the  best  of 
engineers.”  So  true  was  the  maxim  of 
the  American  general,  that  the  English 
soldiers  had  to  contend  with  little  else. 
The  Americans  had  incorporated  the 
Indians  iuto  their  ranks,  and  had  made 
them  useful  in  a  species  of  war  to  which 
their  habits  of  life  had  peculiarly  fitted 
them.  They  sallied  out  of  their  impe- 


**  netrable  forests  and  jungles,  and,  with 
their  arrows  and  tomahawks,  committed 
daily  waste  upon  the  British  army, — 
surprising  their  sentinels,  cutting  olf 
-  their  stragglers;  and  even  when  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  pursuit  com¬ 
menced,  they  fled  with  a  swiftness  that 
the  speed  of  cavalry  could  not  over¬ 
take,  into  rocks  and  fastnesses  whither 
it  was  dangerous  to  follow  them. 

In  order  to  limit  as  far  as  possible 
this  species  of  war,  in  which  there  was 
so  much  loss  and  so  little  honour,  it 
was  the  custom  with  every  regiment  to 
extend  its  out-posts  to  a  great  distance 
beyond  the  encampments;  to  station 
sentinels  some  miles  in  the  woods,  and 
keep  a  constant  guard  round  the  main 
body. 

A  regiment  of  foot  was  at  this  tim* 
stationed  upon  the  confines  of  a  bound¬ 
less  savannah.  Its  particular  office  was 
to  guard  every  avenue  of  approach  to 
the  main  body;  the  sentinels,  whose 
posts  penetrated  into  I  he  woods,  were 
supplied  from  the  ranks,  and  the  service 
of  this  regiment  was  thus  more  hazard¬ 
ous  than  that  of  any  other.  Its  loss 
V.as  likewise  great.  The  sentinels  were 
perpetually  surprised  upon  their  posts 
by  the  Indians,  and  were  borne  off  their 
stations  without  communicating  any 
alarm,  or  being  beard  of  after. 

Not  a  trace  was  left  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  conveyed  away, 
except  that,  upon  one  or  two  occasions, 
a  few  drops  of  blood  had  appeared  upon 
the  leaves  which  covered  the  ground. 
Many  imputed  this  unaccountable  dis¬ 
appearance  to  treachery,  and  suggested 
as  an  unanswerable  argument,  that  the 
men  thus  surprised  might  at  least  have 
fired  their  muskets,  and  communicated 
the  alarm  to  the  contiguous  posts. 
Others,  who  could  not  be  brought  to 
consider  it  as  treachery,  were  content 
to  receive  it  as  a  mystery  which  tim# 
would  unravel. 

One  morning,  the  sentinels  having 
been  stationed  as  usual  over  night,  the 
guard  went  at  sun-rise  to  relieve  a  post 
which  extended  a  considerable  distance 
into  the  wood.  The  sentinel  was  gone'. 
The  surprise  was  great;  but  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  had  occurred  before.  They 
left  another  man,  and  departed,  wishing 
him  better  luck,  “  You  need  not  be 
afraid,”  said  the  man  with  warmth,  “  1 
shall  not  desert.” 

The  relief  company  returned  to  the 
guard-house. 

The  sentinels  were  replaced  every 
four  hours,  anil,  at  the  appointed  time, 
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the  guard  again  marched  to  relieve  the 
post.  To  their  inexpressible  astonish¬ 
ment  the  man  was  gone  !  They  searched 
round  the  spot,  but  no  ti/aces  could  be 
found  of  his  disappearance.  It  was 
necessary  t  hat  i  best  alioi  i,l  rom  a  stronger 
motive  than  eier,  should  not  remain 
unoccupied  ;  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  another  man,  and  returned  to  the 
guard-house.  The  superstition  of  the 
soldiers  was  awakened,  and  the  terror 
ran  through  the  regiment.  The  colonel, 
being  apprized  of  the  occurrence,  signi¬ 
fied  b  is  intention  to  accompany  the 
guard  when  they  relieved  the  sentinel 
they  had  left.  At  the  appointed  time, 
thev  marched  together;  and  again, 
to  their  unutterable  wonder,  they  found 
t-lie  post  vacant,  and  the  man  gone! 

L  inter  th  esc  circumstances,  the  colonel 
hesitated  whether  he  should  station  a 
whole  company  on  the  spot,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  should  again  submit  the  post 
to  a  single  sentinel.  'the  cause  of 
these  repeated  disappearances  of  men, 
whose  courage  and  honesty  were  ne¬ 
ver  suspected,  must  be  discovered ; 
and  it  seemed  not  likely  that  this 
discovery  could  be  obtained  by  per¬ 
sisting  in  tlie  old  method.  Three 
brave  men  were  now  lost  to  the  regi¬ 
ment,  and  to  assign  the  post  to  a  fourth, 
seemed  nothing  less  than  giving  him  up 
to  destruction.  The  poor  fellow  whose 
turn  it  was  to  take  the  station,  though 
a  man  in  other  respects  of  incomparable 
resolution,  trembled  from  head  to  foot. 

“  I  must  do  my  duty,”  said  he  to  the 
officer,  “  I  know  that :  but  I  should 
like  to  lose  my  life  with  more  credit.” 

“  I  will  leave  no  man,”  said  the  colo¬ 
nel,  “  against  his  will.” 

A  man  immediately  stept  from  the 
ranks,  and  desired  to  take  the  post. 
Every  mouth  commended  his  resolu¬ 
tion.  “  I  will  not  betaken  alive,”  said 
he,  “  and  you  shall  hear  of  me  on  the 
least  alarm.  At  all  events  I  will  fire  my 
piece  if  i  hear  the  least  noise.  If  a 
crow  chatters,  or  a  leaf  falls,  you  shall 
hear  my  musket.  You  may  be  alarmed 
when  nothing  is  the  matter;  but  you 
must  take  the  chance  as  the  condition 
of  the  discovery.” 

The  colonel  applauded  his  courage, 
and  told  him  he  would  be  right  to  lire 
upon  the  least  noise  which  was  ambi¬ 
guous.  His  comrades  shook  haudt  with 
him.  and  left  him  with  a  melancholy 
foreboding.  The  company  marched 
hack,  and  wailed  the  event  iu  the  guard¬ 
house. 


^  •  An  hour  had  elapsed,  and  every  ear 
was  upon  the  rack  for  the  discharge  of 
the  musket,  when,  upon  a  sudden,  the 
report  was  heard.  The  guard  imme¬ 
diately  marched,  accompanied,  as  be¬ 
fore,  by  the  colonel,  and  some  of  the 
most  experienced  officers  of  the  regi¬ 
ment.  As  they  approached  the  post, 
they  saw  the  man  advancing  towards 
them,  dragging  another  man  on  the 
ground  by  the  hair  of  his  head.  When 
they  came  up  to  him,  it  appeared  to  be 
an  Indian  whom  he  had  shot.  An  ex¬ 
planation  was  immediately  required. 

“  1  told  your  honour,”  said  the  man, 
“  that  I  should  fire  if  I  heard  the  lead 
noise.  The  resolution  1  had  taken  has 
saved  my  life.  1  had  not  been  long  on 
my  post  When  I  heard  a  rustling  at  some 
short  distance ;  I  looked,  and  saw  an 
American  hog,  such  as  are  common  in 
the  woods,  crawling  along  the  ground, 
and  seemingly  looking  for  huts  under 
the  trees  and  amongst  the  leaves.  As 
these  animals  are  so  very  common,  I 
ceased  to  consider  it  for  some  minutes ; 
but  being  on  the  constant  alarm  and 
expectation  of  attack,  and-  scarcely 
knowing  wliat  was  to  be  considered  a 
real  cause  of  apprehension,  I  kept  my 
eyes  vigilantly  fixed  upon  it,  and  marked 
its  progress  among  the  trees;  still  there 
was  no  need  to  give  the  alarm,  and  my 
thoughts  were  directed  to  danger  from 
another  quarter.  It  struck  me,  how¬ 
ever,  as  somewhat  singular  to  see  this 
animal  making,  by  a  circuitous  passage, 
for  a  thick  coppice  immediately  behind 
my  post,  i  therefore  kept  my  eye  more 
constantly  fixed  upon  it,  and  as  it  was 
now  within  a  few  yards  of  the  coppice, 
hesitated  whether  1  should  not  lire.  My 
comrades,  thought  1,  will  laugh  at  me 
for  alarming  them  l)^  shooling  a  pig  I 
1  had  almost  resolved  to  let  it  alone, 
when,  just  as  it  approached  the  thicket, 
I  thought  I  observed  it  give  an  unusual 
spring.  I  no  longer  hesitated  :  I  took 
my  aim  ;  discharged  my  piece;  and  ihe 
animal  was  instantly  stretched  before 
me  with  a  groan  which  1  conceived  to 
be  that  of  a  human  creature.  1  went 
up  to  it,  and  judge  my  astonishment, 
when  1  found  that  1  had  killed  an  In¬ 
dian  !  He  had  enveloped  himself  with 
(he  skin  of  one  of  these  wild  hogs  so 
artfully  and  completely  ;  his  hands  and 
feet  were  so  entirely  concealed  in  it, 
and  his  gait  and  appearance  were  so 
exactly  correspondent  to  that  of  liie 
aujjnal’s,  that,  imperfectly  as  they  were 
always  sceu  through  the  Irees  and  juu- 


gles,  the  disguise  cou'ld  not  be  pene¬ 
trated  at  a  distance,  and  scarcely  dis¬ 
covered  upon  the  uearest  aspect.  He 
■was  armed  with  a  dagger  and  toma¬ 
hawk.”  yiA1 

Such  was  the  substance  of  this  man’s 
relation.  The  cause  of  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  the  other  sentinels  was  now  ap¬ 
parent.  The  Indians,  sheltered  in  this 
disguise,  secreted  themselves  in  the  cop¬ 
pice;  watched  the  moment  when  they 
could  throw  it  off ;  burst  upon  the  sen¬ 
tinels  without  previous  alarm,  and,  too 
quick  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
discharge  their  pieces,  either  stabbed 
or  scalped  them,  and  bore  their  bodies 
away,  which  they  concealed  at  some 
distance  in  the  leaves.  The  Americans 
gave  them  rewards  for  every  scalp  of 
an  enemy  which  they  brought.  What¬ 
ever  circumstances  of  non.der  may  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  present  rcUtfion,  there  are 
many  now  aiive  who  can  -attest  its  au-| 
tfrentieity. 

rT'1  HE  Indian  men,  when  young,  "are  hun- 
JL  ters  and  warriors ;  when  old,  counsellors ; 
for  all  their  government  is  by  the  counfel  or 
advice  of  the  fages  ;  there  is  no  force,  there 
are  no  prifons,  no  officers  to  compel  obedi¬ 
ence,  or  inflidt  punifhment.  Hence  they 
generally  ftudy  oratory  ;  the  bed  fpeaker 
having  the  moll  influence.  The  Indian 
women  till  the  ground,  drefs  the  food,  nuife 
and  bring  up  the  children,  and  preferve  and 
hand  down  to  pofterity  the  memory  of  public 
tranfadlions.  Thefe  employments  of  men 
and  women  are  accounted  natural  and  honour¬ 
able.  Having  few  artificial  wants,  they  have 
abundance  of  leiture  for  improvement  by 
converfation.  Our  laborious  manner  of  life 
compared  with  theirs,  they  efleem  flaviffi 
and  bafe  ;  and  the  learning  on  which  we 
value  ourfelves,  they  regard  as  frivolous  and 
ufelefs. 

Having  frequent  occafions  to  hold  public 
councils,  they  have  acquired  great  order  and 
decency  in  conducting  them.  The  old  men 
fit  in  the  foremoft  ranks,  the  warriors  in  the 
next,  and  the  women  and  children  in  the 
hindmoft.  The  bufinefs  of  the  women  is  to 
take  exadt  notice  of  what  pafles,  imprint  it 
in  their  memories,  for  they  have  no  writing, 
3nd  communicate  it  to  their  children.  They 
are  the  records  of  the  council,  and  they  pre¬ 
ferve  tradition  of  the  (tipulations  in  treaties 
a  hundred  years  hack ;  which  when  we 
compare  with  our  writings,  we  always  find 
exaCt.  He  that  would  fpeak,  rifes.  The 
reft  ohferve  a  profound  filence.  When  he 
has  finiffied,  and  fits  down,  they  leave  him 
five  or  fix  minutes  to  recolleCt,  that  if  he  has 
omitted  any  thing  he  intended  to  fay,  or  has 
any  thing  to  add,  he  may  rife  again,  and  de¬ 
liver  it.  To  interrupt  another,  even  in  com¬ 
mon  converfation,  is  reckoned  highly  in¬ 
decent.  u  A  r 


The  politenefs  of  thefe  favages  in  conver- 
fation  is,  indeed,  canted  to  excefis ;  fince 
it  does  not  permit  them  to  contradid  or 
deny  the  truth  of  what  is  afferted  in  their 
prefence.  By  this  means  they  indeed  avoid 
difputes ;  but  then  it  becomes  difficult  to 
know  their  minds,  or  what  impreffion  you 
make  upon  them.  The  miffionaries  who 
have  attempted  to  convert  them  to  chriftianity, 
all  compkin  of  this*  as  one  of  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  their  million.  The  Indians  hear 
witn  patience  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  ex¬ 
plained  to  them,  and  give  their  ufual  tokens 
of  alien:  and  approbation  :  you  would  think 
they  were  convinced.  Ho  fuch  matter.  It 
is  mere  civility. 

A  Swedilh  minifler  having  affembled  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Sufquehanah  Indians,  made  a 
fermoti-to  them,  acquainting  them  with  the 
principal  hiftorical  fads  on  which  our  religion 
is  founded  ;  fuch  as  the  fall  of  our  fit'll  parents 
by  eating  an  apple  ;  the  coming  of  Chrift  to 
repair  the  mifehief ;  his  miracles  and  fuffer- 
ing,  &c. — When  he  had  finifhed,  an  Indian 
Orator  flood  up  to  thank  him.  “  What  you 
“  have  told  us,”  fays  he,  “  is  all  very  good. 
“  It  is  indeed  had  to  eat  apples.  It  is  better 
j‘  to  make  them  all  into  cider.  Vv'e  are 
“  much  obliged  by  your  kindnefs  in  coming 
“  fo  far,  to  tell  us  thofe  things  which  you 
“  have  heard  from  your  mothers.  In  return, 
“  I  will  tell  you  fome  of  thofe  we  have  heard 
“  from  ours. 

“  In  the  beginning,  our  fathers  had  only 
“  the  flelh  of  animals  to  fubfilt  on  ;  and  if 
“  their  hunting  was  unfuccefsful,  they  were 
“  Halving.  Two  of  our  young  hunters 
“  having  killed  a  deer,  made  a  fire  in  the 
“  woods  to  broil  fome  parts  of  it.  When 
“  they  were  about  to  fatisfy  their  hunger, 
<(  they  beheld  a  beautiful  young  woman 
“  defeend  from  the  clouds,  and  feat  herfelf 
“  on  that  hill  which  you  fee  yonder  among 
“  the  Blue  Mountains.  They  faid  to  each 
“  other,  It  is  a  fpirit  that  perhaps  has  fmelt 
“  our  broiling  venifon,  and  wifhes  to  eat  of 
“  it .  let  us  oiler  fome  to  her.  They  pre- 
«  tented  her  with  the  tongue :  the  was 
“  pleated  with  the  tafia  of  it,  and  faid.  Your  t 
“  kindnefs  ftiall  be  rewarded.  Come  to  this 
“  place  after  thirteen  moons,  and  you  ffiall 
“  find  fomething  that  will  be  of  great  benefit 
“  in  nourifliing  you  and  your  children  to  the 
“  lateft  generations.  They  did  fo,  and,  to 
“  their  furprile,  found  plants  they  had  never 
“  feen  before  ;  but  which,  from  that  ancient 
“  time,  have  been  conftantly  cultivated 
“  among  us,  to  our  great  advantage. 
“  Where  her  right  hand  had  touched  the 
«  ground,  they  found  maize ;  where  her 
“  left  hand  had  touched  it,  they  found  kidney- 
“  beans;  and  where  her  backfide  had  fat 
“  on  it,  they  found  tobacco.”  The  good 
Miffionary,  difgufted  with  this  idle  tale,  faid. 


“  What  X  delivered  to  you  were  facred  truths  ; 
“  but  what  you  tell  me  is  mere  fable,  fittion, 
“  and  falfehood.”  The  Indian,  offended, 
replied,  “  My  brother,  it  i'eems  your  friends 
“  have  not  done  you  juftice  in  your  educa- 
“  tion  ;  they  have  not  well  inftrutted  you  in 
“  the  rules  of  common  civility.  You.faw 
“  that  we,  who  underltand  and  prattife  thofe 
“  rules,  believed  all  your  flories,  why  do 
“  you  refufe  to  believe  ours?”  ^  Q  \ 

When  any  of  them  come  into  our  towns, 
our  people  are  apt  to  crowd  round  them, 
gaze  upon  them,  and  incommode  them 
where  they-  defire  to  be  private  ;  this  they 
cfteem  gr*at  rudenefs,  and  the  effedt  of  the 
want  of  inftrudtion  in  the  rules  of  civility 
and  good  manners.  “  We  have,”  fay  they, 
“  as  mufti  curiofity  as  you,  and  when  you 
“  come  into  our  towns,  we  wilh  for  oppor- 
“  tunities  of  looking  at  you ;  but  for  this 
“  purpofe  we  hide  ourfelves  behind  bufhes 
“  where  you  are  to  pafs,  and  never  intrude 
“  ourfelves  into  your  company.” 

Their  manner  of  entering  one  another’s 
villages  has  likewife  its  rules.  It  is  reckoned 
uncivil  in  travelling  ftrangers  to  enter  a  vil¬ 
lage  abruptly,  without  giving  notice  of  their 
approach.  Therefore,  as  foon  as  they  arrive 
within  hearing,  they  (lop  and  holla,  remain¬ 
ing  there  till  invited  to  enter.  Two  old  men 
ufually  come  out  to  them  and  lead  them  in. 
There  is  in  every  village  a  vacant  dwelling,  dill  ■ 
ed  The  Strangers  Houfe.  Here  they  are  placed, 
while  the  old  men  go  round  from  hut  to  hut, 
acquainting  the  inhabitants  that  ftrangers  are 
arrived,  who  are  probably  hungry  and  weary  ; 
and  every  one  fends  them  what  he  can  fpare 
of  victuals,  and  lkins  to  repofe  on.  When 
the  ftrangers  are  refrefhed,  pipes  and  tobacco 
are  brought ;  and  then,  but  not  before,  con- 
verfation  begins,  with  enquiries  who  they 
are,  whither  bound,  what  news,  &c.  and  it 
v.fually  ends  with  offers  of  fervice,  if  the 
ftrangers  have  occafion  for  guides,  or  any  ne- 
Gellaries  for  continuing  their  journey ;  and 
nothing  is  exacted  for  the  entertainment. 

The  fame  hofpitality,  efteemed  among 
them  as  a  principal  virtue,  is  prattiled  by 
private  perfous ;  of  which  Conrad  tl'ajer,  our 
interpreter,  gave  me  the  following  inftar.ee  : 
He  had  been  naturalized  among  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions,  and  fpoke  well  the  Mohock  language. 
In  going  tnrough  the  Indian  country,  to  carry 
a  meffage  from  our  governor  to  the  council 
at  Onondaga,  he  called  at  the  habitation  of 
Can ajjiugo,  an  old  acquaintance,  who  em¬ 
braced  him,  fpread  furs  for  him  to  fit  on, 
placed  before  him  fome  boiled  beans  and  ve- 
aifon,  and  mixed  .fome  rum  and  water  for 
his  drink.  Wien  he  was  well  refreshed, 
and  had  lit  his  pipe,  Canaffe'tego  began  to 
converfe' with  him  ;  afeed  how  he  had  fared 

Evrop.  Mac. 


the  many  years  fince  they  had  feen  each  other, 
whence  he  then  came,  what  had  occafioned 
the  journey,  &c.  Conrad  snfwered  all  his 
queftions  ;  and  when  the  difeourfe  began  to 
flag,  the  Indian,  to  continue  it,  faid,  “  Con. 
“  rad,  you  have  lived  long  among  the  uhite 
“  people,  and  know  fomething  of  their  cuf- 
“  toms  ;  I  have  been  fometimes  at  Albany, 
“  and  have  obferved,  that  once  in  feven  days 
“  they  fhut  up  their  drops,  and  affemble  all 
“  in  the  great  houfe  ;  tell  me  what  it  is  for. 
“  — What  do  they  do  there  ?”  “  They  meet 
“  there,”  fays  Conrad,  “  to  hear  and  learn 
“  good  thing;."  “  I  do  not  doubt,”  fays  the 
Indian,  “  that  they  tell  you  fo  ;  they  have 
“  told  me  the  fame  :  but  I  doubt  the  truth 
“  of  what  they  fay,  and  I  will  tell  you  my 
“  reafons.  1  went  lately  to  Albany  to  fell 
“  my  (kins,  and  buy  blankets,  knives,  pow- 
“  der,  rum,  &c.  You  know  I  generally 
“  ufed  to  deal  with  Hans  Hanfon  ;  but  I  was 
“  a  little  inclined  this  time  to  try  fome  other 
“  merchants.  How  ever,  I  called  firft  upon 
“  Hans,  and  afked  him  what  he  would  give 
“  for  beaver.  He  faid  he  could  not  give 
“  more  than  four  drillings  a  pound  :  but,  fays 
“  he,  I  cannot  talk  on  bufluefs  now  ;  this 
“  is  Che  day  when  we  meet  together  to  learn 
“  good  things,  and  I  am  going  to  the  meeting. 
“  So  I  thought  to  myfelf,  farce  I  cannot  .do 
“  any  bufmefs  to-day,  I  may  as  well  go  to 
“  the  meeting  too,  and  I  went  with  him. — 
“  There  flood  up  a  man  in  black,  and  be~ 
“  gan  to  talk  to  the  people  very  angrily. 
“  I  did  not  underftand  what  he  faid ;  but 
“  perceiving  that  he  looked  much  at  me, 
“  and  at  Hanfon,  I  imagined  he  was  angry 
“  at  feeing  me  there ;  fo  I  went  out,  fat 
“  down  near  the  houfe,  ftruck  fire,  and  lit 
“  my  pipe,  waiting  till  the  meeting  ftrould 
“  break  up.  I  thought  too,  that  the  man  had 
“  meirtioned  fomething  of  beaver,  and  I  fuf  - 
“  petted  it  might  be  the  fubjett  of  their 
“  meeting.  So  when  they  came  out,  I  ac- 
“  coiled  my  merchant, — Well,  Hans,  fays  I, 
“  I  hope  you  have  agreed  to  give  more  than 
“  four  (hillings  a  pound  ?”  “  No,  fays  he, 

“  I  cannot  give  fo  much,  I  cannot  give  more 
“  tlran  three  fhillings  and  flxpeirce.”  “  I 
“  then  fpoke  to  feveral  other  dealers,  but 
“  they  ail  fung  the  fame  fong,  three  and  fix- 
“  pence,  three  and  flxpence.  This  made  it 
“  clear  to  me  that  my  fufpiciotr  was  right ; 

“  and  that  whatever  they  pretended  of  meet- 
“  mg  to  learn  good  things,  the  real  purpofe 
“  was  to  confult  how  to  cheat  Indians  in 
“  the  price  of  beaver.  Coirfider  but  a  little, 

“  Conrad,  and  you  muff  be  of  my  opinion. 

“  If  they  met  fo  often  to  learn  good  things, 

“  they  certainly  would  have  learned  fom  c 
“  before  this  time.  But  they  are  ftill  Igrto- 
“  rant.  Y au  know  our  pradlice.  If  a  white 
E  man, 


t‘  rnan,  in  travelling  through  our  country, 
<<  enters  one  of  our  cabins,  we  all  treat  him 
as  I  treat  you  ;  we  dry  him  if  he  is  wet, 
we  warm  him  if  he  is  cold,  and  give  him 
“  meat  and  drink,  that  he  may  allay  his 
<<  thirft  and  hunger  ;  and  we  fprend  foft  furs 
*<  for  him  to  reft  and  fleep  on  :  VVe  demand 
nothing  in  return  *.  But  if  I  go  into  a 
■<  white  man’s  houfe  at  Albany,  and  alk  for 
“  viftuals  and  drink,  they  fay,  Where  is  your 
money  ?  And  if  I  have  none,  they  fay, 


“  Get  out,  you  Indian  dog.  You  fee  they 
have  not  yet  learned  thofe  little  good  thing: 


u 

“  that  we  need  no  meeting  to  be  inllrudled 
in,  becaufe  our  mothers  taught  them  to  us 


« 

“  when  we  were  children  ;  and  therefore  it 
“  is  impofhble  their  meetings  fhould  be,  as 
“  they  fay,  for  any  fuch  purpofe,  or  have 
“  any  fuch  effect ;  they  are  only  to  contrive 
“  the  cheating  of  Indians  in  the  price  of  hea- 


M0^ 


*  It  is  lemarkab  ",  that  in  ail  ages  and  countries  hofpitality  has  been  allowed  as  the  virtue 
of  thofe  whom  the  civilized  were  pleafed  to  call  barbarians.  The  Greeks  celebrated  the 
Scythians  for  it ;  the  Saracens  poffefled  it  eminently  ;  and  it  is  to  this  day  the  reigning  virtue 
of  the  wild  Arabs.  St.  Paul  too,  in  the  relation  of  his  voyage,  and  fhipwreck  on  the  ifland 
of  Mehta,  fay  ,  <•  The  barbarous  people  fhewed  us  no  little  kindnefs ;  for  they  kindled  a 
"  fire,  and  ;  ?.  ived  us  ever-  »ne,  becaufe  of  theprefent  rain,  and  becaufe  of  the  cold.” 

jjCjCf  a,  defeats 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CREEK  INDIANS, 

BY  A  GENTLEMAN  WHO  HAS  RESIDED  AMONG  THEM. 


'T'HE  Creeks,  who  call  themfelves  Muf- 
cokies,  arecompol'ed  of  various  tribes, 
who,  after  tedious  wars,  thought  it  good 
policy  to  unite  to  fupport  themlelves  againlt 
the  Cha&aws,  &c.  They  confid  of  the 
Apalakias,  Alibamons,  Abecas,  Cawittas, 
Coglas,  Confhacs,  Coofaftes,  Chafihoo- 
mas,  Natchtz,  Oconis,  Okohoys,  Pa- 
kanas,  Oakntulgis,  Taenlas,  Talepoofas, 
Weetemhas,  and  lb  me  others.  Their 
union  has  not  only  anfwered  their  firll 
kopes,  but  enabled  them  to  overawe  the 
Chaflaws,  and  other  nations. 

They  inhabit  a  noble  and  fruitful  coun¬ 
try,  where  they  will  become  civilized  more 
and  mope  every  year  ;  and  where  they,  or 
fome  other  people,  more  civilized  and 
powerful,  will  one  day  enjoy  all  the  blef- 
fings  which  the  fuperior  advantages  of 
their  foil,  climate,  and  fituation  can  bellow. 
They  are  an  expert,  fugacious,  polite 
people,  extremely  jealous  of  their  rights, 
averl'e  to  parting  with  their  lands,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  defend  them  againlt  all  ihva- 
ftons  to  the  utmoft  extremity. 

They  are  remarkably  well  fhapcd,  are 
expert  fwimmers,  and  are  a  fprighrly  hardy 
race.  They  teach  their  horfes  to  fwim  in 
avery  extraordinary  manner,  andfind  great 
ufe  therein  in  their  war  parties.  They  have 
abundance  of  tame  cattle  and  fwine,  tur¬ 
keys,  ducks,  and  other  poultry.  They 
cultivate  tobacco,  rice,  Indian  corn,  po¬ 
tatoes,  peas,  beans,  cabbage,  &c. 


Their  country  abounds  with  melons, 
peaches,  ftrawberries,  plumbs,  grapes,  and 
ibme  other  fruits. 

To  (hangers  they  are  holpitable,  nay 
liberally  kind  to  excefs,  even  to  white 
men,  when  anv  above  the  rank  of  a  trader 
vilits  them.  With  thole  they  are  punflual 
and  honed  in  their  dealings,  and  ihev  af¬ 
ford  them  protection  from  all  infuhs.  Many 
of  the  nation  are  addicted  to  trade  as  prin¬ 
cipals,  or  as  1  ftors  for  the  L  ndon  Com¬ 
pany,  w’nc  are  allowed  by  the  Spaniards  a 
free  trade  with  them  in  a  ftipulated  number 
of  (hips  from  London  annually. 

Their  women  are  handfeme  ;  and,  con- 
fidering  their  date  of  civilization,  manv  of 
them  are  very  cleanly.  Their  drelfes  at 
fedivals  and  public  dances  are  rich  and  ex- 
penhve.  They  are  exceedingly  attentive 
to  ltrangers,  whom  they  lerve  with  excel¬ 
lent  provifions,  well  cooked,  which  are  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  with  a  bottle  of  cry- 
ltalline  bears’  oil,  and  another  of  virgin 
honey  full  as  pure. 

Their  country,  <«■  what  they  .rial m,  is 
bounded  northward  by  nearly  the  34th  de¬ 
gree  of  latitude,  and  extends  from  the 
Tombeckiee  or  Mobilie  river  to  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean.  It  is  veil  watered  by  many 
navigable  dreams,  leading  to  bays  and  har¬ 
bours,  which  will  become  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  in  aeace  and  w3r,  and  is  abundant 
in  deer,  bears,  wild  tuikeys,  and  fmall 
game. 
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The  men  value  them  (elves  on  being 
good  hunters,  fi.bermen,  and  warriors  (o 
much,  that  their  women  ftill  do  moft  of  the 
work  of  the  field,  which  in  this  fine  country 
and  climate  is  not  very  laborious.  They 
are,  however,  adopting  the  ufe  of  black 
Caves. 

They  are  the  only  red  people  I  know' 
who  frequently  keep  by  them  Cores  of  li¬ 
quor  by  way  of  refrelhment  only,  or  who 
make  any  great  ufe  of  milk,  eggs,  and 
honey. 

Their  country,  among  other  valuable 
commodities,  is  poffefied  of  a  number  of 
extraordinary  fait  fptings,  fome  of  which 
produce  one  third  fait,  and  their  rivers  are 
remarkably  Cored  with  the  beC  fifh. 

Holpitable  and  kind  as  thtfe  people  are 
to  friends,  they  are,  if  poflible,  Cill  more 
inveterate  to  enemies,  which  is  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  true  bravery,  but  it  is  the  effeft  of 
their  education, 

Whi  e  the  Britifh  poflefied  the  fea  coaC 
ef  EaC  and  WeC  Florida,  the  Creeks  lived 
en  good  terms  with  them  $  and  they  are 
now  in  as  drift  friendship  with  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who  cultivate  their  eCeem  with 
great  attention,  and  drift  regard  to  juCice, 


indeed  with  a  liberality  fome  other  nations 
are  Crangers  to.  No  nation  has  a  more 
contemptible  opinion  or  the  white  men’s 
faith  in  general  than  thefe  people, 
vet  they  place  great  confidence  in  the 
United  States,  and  wi(h  to  agree  with 
them  upon  a  psrmanent  boundary,  over 
which  the  foutbern  States  (hall  not  trefpafs. 

Mr.  Magillivrie,  whofe  mother  was 
princmal  of  the  nation,  and  who  has  feve- 
ral  filters  married  to  leading  men,  is  fo 
highly  clteemed  for  his  merits,  that  they 
have  formally  elected  him  their  fovereign, 
and  vefted  him  with  confiderable  powers. 
This  Gentleman  wi(hed  to  have  remained 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  having 
ferved  under  the  Britifh  during  the  war, 
and  his  property  being  confiderable  in 
Georgia,  he  could  not  be  indulged.  He 
therefore  retired  among  his  friends,  and 
has  zealoufly  taken  part  in  their  intereCs 
and  politics. 

What  may  be  the  event  time  will  evince, 
but  it  is  hop.’d  that  the  conciliatory  mea- 
fures  adopted  in  all  Indian  tranfaftions  by 
the  United  States  will  have  the  defired  good 
effefts. 

February  25,  1790.  T.  E. 
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Philadelphia,  June  24,  1790. 
NCE  more,  my  dear  Maria, I  hold  the 
'  pen  of  fvveetly  familiar  Icribble, 
lifting  down,  quite  at  my  eale,  to  chat 
■with  a  friend,  who  I  am  affured,  by  the 
charming  conicioufnefs  which  plays 
about  my  heart,  is  prepared  with  in¬ 
dulgent  candour  to  lilfen.  I  Hand 
indebted  upon  the  page  of  friendlhip 
for  two  letters,  and  to  difcharge  the 
arrears,  with  fuperior  pleafure,  I  pro¬ 
ceed.  Charming  was  the  thought, 
which,  on  the  wings  of  excurfive  fan¬ 
cy,  bore  you  along,  the  companion  of  a 
journey,  the  pleafure  of  which  you 
have  thereby  contributed  largely  to 
augment.  Not  a  green  bank,  not  a 
lhady  grove,  not  a  glalfy  rill,  can  now 
prefent,  but  immediately,  like  one  of 
the  daughters  of  Paradlfe,  arrayed  in 
fpotl*fs  white,  I  place  thereby  the 


beauteous  image  of  my  Maria.  In  the, 
arms  of  my  imagination  I  clafp  the 
lovely  form,  and  it  animates,  cheers, 
and  adds  a  richer  colouring  to  all  the 
glowing  Icene.  If  my  curfory  jour* 
mi,  tranfmitted  for  your  perufal,  hath 
helped  to  illume  a  folitary  hour,  which 
woidd  otherwife  have  palled  melan¬ 
choly,  I  (hall  eiteern  the  moment  which 
luggefted  the  thought  particularly  for¬ 
tunate.  The  departure  of  my  coufm 

T - mull  have  opened  a  new  wound 

in  the  gentle  bofom  of  my  ever  lovely 
fiiend.  May  the  path  of  the  dear  youth 
be  made  profperous  before  him  !  May 
he  who  holdeth  the  waters  in  the  hol¬ 
low  of  his  hand  calm  the  furface  of 
the  waves,  breathe  the  propitious  gale, 
and  crown  with  fuccefs  the  undertak¬ 
ing  of  his  manly  and  independent 
foul.  To  not  write  by  candle-light, 
4  my 
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nny  dear  Maria  ;  I  would  not  for  the 
world  be  acceffary  to  your  fufferings 
No  indeed  !  dear  as  is  every  line  of 
yours  to  me,  I  would  not  purchafe  the 
teltimonial  of  your  friend  (hip,  at  the 
expence  of  the  Ifnalleft  increafe  of  that 
alarming  fenfation,  the  afpeet  of  which 
is  already  fufficiently  formidable.  I 
know  the  benevolence  of  your  dil'pofi- 
tion  will  lead  you  to  find  your  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  the  felicity  of  others,  and  in 
this  view  I  doubt  not  your  neceflary 
attentions  to  the  S — party  was  produc¬ 
tive  of  pleafure  to  yourfelf.  It  is  ftrange 
indeed  what  could  originate  the  flory 
ofT — ’s  matrimonial  conn  exion.  Doubt- 
lcfs  it  was  forged  in  the  wilds  of  con¬ 
jecture,  and  the  idea  taking  air,  was 
loon,  in  the  prolific  imagination  of  the 
notable  Dowager,  blown  up  to  an  au¬ 
thenticated  certainty — but  really  I  think 
it  is  too  early  to  match  the  little  girl, 
even  in  the  fruitful  brain  cf  a  lady  blue 
mantle,  or  of  the  arbitrary  fabricator  of 
unthought-of  alliances. 

Let  me  fee,  What  have  T  further  to 
fay  ?  Did  I  not  promile  you  in  my  lalta 
jaunt  to  the  Schuylkill  Gardens?  I  did, 
you  fay.  Well  then,  my  mildly  gentle 
friend,  my  fweet  attendant  fpirit— - 
borne  on  the  wings  of  Fancy — come 
along  j  — fmooth  is  the  road  before  us — 
It  is  a  beautiful  level  plain,  and  on  ei¬ 
ther  hand  lawns  and  g  oves,  fields  of 
grain  andinterjacent  meadows,  delight¬ 
fully  variegate  the  feene.  Only  four 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  road  to 
Maryland,  lies  our  prefent  goal.  To  do 
juftice  to  thefe  gardens  is  beyond  my 
power ;  to  fketch  them,  then,  friall  be 
the  height  of  my  ambition.  Four  miles, 
as  I  laid,  from  Philadelphia,  uponafioat- 
ing  bridge,  we  crolTed  the  Schuylkill — 
upon  the  banks  of  which  rifeth  the 
pretty  rural  feat  of  a  Mr.  Hamilton  ; 
but  from  the  view  which  then  prefents 
at  Gray’s  Ferry,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
we  are  induced  to  hope  but  little.  It  is 
true,  the  dweliingimmediately  attained 
hath  a  thrifty  appearance,  but  it  pro- 
mifes  nothing  beyond  what,  from  a  de¬ 
cent  tavern,  we  might  realbnably  ex 
peift.  This,  however,  is  only  the  houfe 
in  which  preparation  is  mule  for  the 
gueits,  and  afeending  a  flight  of  liens, 
which  open  upon  the  right, and  which, 
with  much  induflry,  are  fhaped  out  of 
the  folid  rock,  we  find  ourfelves  in  a 
gravel  walk,  firm,  and  neatly  rolled, 
and  bordered  on  each  fide  by  the  beau  . 
tifully  fhorn  grais.  A  view  of  the 
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banqueting-houfe  then  unexpectedly 
breaks  upon  us.  The  banqueting- 
houfe  rifeth  upon  the  left  hand  ;  it  is 
an  elegant  building,  formed  of  hewn 
ft  one,  and  the  centre  of  its  front  pre¬ 
fents  a  fuperb  orclieltra,  lupported  by 
white  columns,  fufficiently  ample,  and 
ornamented  by  a  fine  portrait  of  the 
immortal  Handel.  The  wffiole  of  the 
lower  ftory  of  the  houfe  is  thrown  into 
two  rooms;  the  one,  a  fpacious  hall, 
elegantly  finiffied,  the  chimnies  of  rich 
American  marble,  highly  poliffied,  and 
the  ball  is  conveniently  furnifhed  for 
the  reception  of  company.  Its  form  is 
oblong,  and  from  the  centre  of  its  ceil¬ 
ing  is  fufpended,  that  very  identical 
civic  crown  which  the  Philadelphian 
youth,  reprefenting  a  mefTenger  from 
the  celeftial  world,  fo  unexpectedly 
produced  over  the  head  of  our  beloved 
Prefident,  when,  eroding  the  before- 
mentioned  bridge,  he  was  palling  on 
his  way  to  take  his  feat  at  the  head  of 
Government.  By  a  well-finilhed  flair- 
cafe  in  the  hall  we  afeend  to  the  upper 
apartments — which  apartments  are  neat 
and  commodious.  The  other  room, 
upon  the  ground  flory,  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Green  Room,  and  when, 
the  wintry  blafts  are  abroad,  it  is  a 
receptacle  for  the  exotics,  which,  form 
above  form,  in  rows  of  painted  inclo- 
fures,  marfhalled  in  the  exaCtell  order, 
take  their  ranks.  The  back  part  of 
this  room  is  pierced  with  large  open¬ 
ings,  fupplied  with  glafs  ofa  prodigious 
fize,  and  they  are  eleven  panes  deep  : 
indeed,  the  windows,  with  a  very  little 
interruption,  conllitute  the  whole  of 
this  fide  of  the  building  ;  and  by  the  aid 
of  floves,  a  due  proportion  of  heat  is, 
during  the  frigid  feafon,  preferved. 
We  will  now,  my  fweet  friend,  if  you 
pleafe,  Hep  back  to  the  firit:  entrance  cf 
the  gardens.  Upon  the  left,  you  will 
remember,  is  this  neat  ftone  edifice, 
and  upon  the  right  rife?  a  well  fancied 
white  pallilkde,  lifting  itfelf  upon  a 
bank,  the  fkirt  of  which  is  w'afhed  by 
the  Schuylkill.  Several  gravel  walks 
prelent — the  left  leading  to  the  houfe. 
We  afce.il  the  glacis,  five  eafy  Heps  in 
the  firit,  and  ten  in  the  fecond,  pro¬ 
duces  us  in  the  area  exactly  before  the 
door,  and  we  then  command  a  full  view 
of  a  r  omantic  lummer  houfe,  in  the 
front  of  which  is  a  whole  length  trans¬ 
parent  picture  of  Columbia’s  illuftrious 
Chief— Fame  is  crowning  him  with  the 
laurel— the  picture  is  as  large  as  the  life, 
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and  the  likenefs,  it  is  faid,  is  happily 
preferved.  Underneath  this  fummer- 
houle  is  an  ice  houfe,  convenient  and 
well  planned  ;  and  upon  the  right  of 
this  building  is  an  oblong  feftion  of 
the  garden,  prettily  enclol'ed,  which  is 
chiefly  devoted  to  exotics.  There,  in 
high  perfection,  flourilh  whole  rows  of 
lemon  trees,  and  the  orange  tree,  alfo, 
only  wants  the  ripening  influence  of 
the  advancing  I'eafon  to  attain  their 
fulled  growth,  and  richelt  pulp.  The 
fruit  upon  the  almond  -tree  is  complete¬ 
ly  formed  :  this  too  needs  the  potent 
aid  of  that  heat,  which  the  intenfer 
rays  of  July  and  Auguft  will  yield,  to 
crown  it  with  maturity.  The  pome¬ 
granate  is  now  in  full  bloflom,  the 
blow  of  which  is  a  fuperb  fcarlcr,  of  a 
beautiful  texture. 

Among  the  variety  of  plants  found  in 
this  inclofure,  is  the  numerous  family 
of  the  aloes,  and  no  lefs  than  thirty 
different  fpecies  of  the  geranium  ;  all'o 
the  fenfitive  plant,  fly  trap,  See.  Upon 
the  grafs  plats,  Ioofe  feats  are  thrown 
up  and  down,  and  tall  trees  of  an  um¬ 
brageous  foliage  form  an  ample  fliade. 
The  terpentine  gravel  walks,  which  are 
irregularly  regular,  feem  to  point  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  ;  they,  however,  terminate 
in  one  objeCl.  If  we  proceed  ftraight 
forward,  we  pafs  through  an  elegant 
arched  gate,  which  teems  to  be  guarded 
by  the  figure  of  a  fatvr,  extremely  well 
painted.  Hut  this,  as  well  as  all  the 
final ler  avenues,  alike  produces  us  in 
the  vrildernefs,  into  which  we  enter, 
palling  over  a  neat  Chinefe  bridge, 
preparing  with  much  pleafure  to  pene¬ 
trate  a  recefs  fo  charming.  It  is,  in¬ 
deed,  a  wildernefs  of  fweets,  and  the 
views  inftantly  become  romantically 
enchanting,  the  Irene  is  every  moment 
changing.  Now  fide -long  bends  the 
path  ;  then  purfucs  its  winding  way  : 
now  in  a  ftraigbt  line  j  then  in  a  pleaf- 
ing  labyrinth  is  loft,  until, in  every  pof- 
fibie  direftion,  it  breaketh  wpon  us, 
amid  thick  groves  of  pines,  walnuts, 
chefnuts,  mulberries,  Sec.  See.  we  feem 
to  ramble,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
are  fuiprifed  by  borders  of  the  riche  it 
and  molt  highly  cultivated  flowers,  in 
thegreatelt  variety,  which  even  from  a 
royal  parterre  we  might  be  led  to  expeCt. 

Every  gale  comes  forward  loaded 
with  perfumes,  and  by  odoriferous 
breezes  we  are  momently  fanned.  In 
the  flower  borders,  the  filver  pine,  the 
turin  poplar,  bay  tree,  and  a  variety 
of  ever-greens,  are  judicioufly  intcr- 


fperfed.  By  the  bounteous  band  of 
Nature  the  l’cene  is  apparently  mould¬ 
ed,  though  we  cannot  admit  the  decep¬ 
tion  as  to  exclude  from  our  idea  her 
handmaid  Art.  On  one  hand,  the  lovely 
valley,  richly  fliaded,  is  fancifully 
adorned,  the  mountain  laurel  conde- 
feending  to  flourifli  there — and  on  the 
other,  grafs-grown  mounds  variegate 
the  view — here,  the  excavated  cavern 
gives  a  degree  of-wildnefs  to  the  prof- 
peCt  ;  and  there,  the  tall  woods,  with 
their  enfolding  branches,  infenfibly 
dilpofeth  the  mind  to  all  the  pleafures 
of  contemplation  ;  while  the  bending 
river,  breaking  through  the  trees, 
largely  contributes  to  beautify  the 
whole.  Suddenly,  however,  an  open 
plain  is  outl’pread  before  us,  and  we  are 
prefented  with  a  pleafing  horizon — but 
as  f'uddenly, thick  treesaguin  intervene, 
until,  at  the  extremity  of  the  walks, 
a  mill  and  a  beautiful  natural  cateude 
terminates  the  profpeCt.  At  every 
turn  (haded  feats  are  artfully  contrived, 
and  the  ground  abounds  with  arbours, 
alcoves,  and  Cummer  houfes,  which  are 
handfomely  adorned  with  odoriferous 
flowers.  Among  thefe  the  little  federal 
temple  claims  the  principal  regard.  Jt 
is  the  very  edifice  that,  upon  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  was  carried  in  triumphant 
proceflion  through  the  ftreets  of  this 
metropolis  j  and,  upon  a  gentle  accli¬ 
vity,  upon  the  fummitof  a  green  mound 
infixed,  it  hath  now  obtained  a  bafis. 
It  is  a  rotunda  ;  its  cupola  is  fupported 
by  thirteen  pillars  handfomely  finifhed  j 
their  bafe  is  to  receive  the  cypher  of 
the  feveral  States,  which  they  repre- 
fent,  with  a  ltar  upon  every  capital, 
and  its  top  is  crowned  with  the  figure 
of  plenty,  grafping  the  cornucopia  and 
other  inrtgnia.  The  afeent  to  this 
temple  iseafy,  and  we  gain  it  by  femi- 
circular  fteps  neatly  turfed,  and  the 
view  therefrom  is  truly  interelting. 
Before  us  is  the  lawn  beautifully  (horn  ; 
further  on  is  the  Schuylkill,  variegated 
by  interjacent  points  of  land,  which  fo 
far  extend  their  verdant  angles,  as  to 
deceive  the  eye  by  an  appearance  of 
parallel  rivers  ;  and  beyond  is  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  profpedt  of  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia.  Upon  the  left,  the  country 
is  in  a  very  high  ltate  of  cultivation, 
and  at  prefent,  in  its  molt  becoming 
garb,  is  luxuriantly  difplayed,  to  which 
the  back  ground  exhibits  a  counter¬ 
part  ;  and  the  profpedf  in  this  direftion 
is  terminated  by  tall  thick  woods,  On 
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the  right  opens  the  extenfive  meander- 
ings of the  Schuylkill,  with  a  Iketch  of 
the  waters  of  the  Delaware,  and  a  molt 
pleafing  view  of  the  Jerfey  lhore.  But 
to  give  a  regular  del'cription  I  Ihould 
have  wrote  upon  the  fpot ;  my  memory 
is  not  tenacious,  fo  we  will,  my  fweet 
friend,  note  beauties  as  they  occur,  ra¬ 
ther  than  confine  ourfelves  to  that  me¬ 
thod,  which,  however,  we  would  gladly 
attain.  The  federal  Ihip  is  now  moored 
in  the  Schuylkill — it  is  a  well-con- 
ttrudled  miniature,  and  is,  upon  the 
evening  of  exhibition,  no  fmall  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  beauty  of  the  fcene.  I  was 
much  pleafed  with  a  little  building, 
which  romantically  makes  its  appear¬ 
ance  upon  a  living  fpring,  where  every 
kind  of  provilion,  through  the  intenle 
heat  of  fummer,  is  preierved  equally 
cool  as  in  the  depth  of  winter.  To 
give  a  lilt  of  the  variety  of  plants, 
dowers,  and  fruits,  which  yield  their 
aid  to  beautify  and  regale,  I  ought  to 
have  palfed  whole  days  in  the  gardens. 
In  judicioully  fanciful  arrangements 
they  are  difplayed,  and  they  are  ef- 
feftually  guarded  by  a  brafs  tablet, 
which  at  every  turn,  elevated  upon  a 
fmall  pillar,  refpeftfully  requeits  La¬ 
dies  and  Gentlemen,  walking  over  the 
grounds,  not  to  injure  the  trees,  Ihrubs, 
and  flowers,  as  the  wifli  is  to  prelerve 
and  beautify  the  collection.  The 
whole  improvements,  including  the 
kitchen  garden,  contains  about  ten 
acres  of  ground,  and  every  Tuefday 
and  Saturday  evening,  thefe  gardens 
are  fplendidly  illuminated,  by  no  lei's 
than  five  and  twenty  hundred  lamps. 
The  illuminations  abound  with  image¬ 
ry,  liars,  fcltoons,  pyramids,  &c.  But 
the  manner  of  this  difplay  is  conllantly 
varying,  and  the  lamps,  among  the 
trees  are  fo  artfully  difpoied,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  a  difeovery  by  what  means  they  are 
fufpended  impoflible,  and  we  are  almolt 
ready  to  conclude  the  whole  the  eft'eft 
of  magic.  The  illumination  of  the 
cafcade,  mill,  the  federal  (hip,  and  the 
tranfparent  picture  of  his  Excellency, 
upon  the  evening  which  we  palled 
there,  had  a  particularly  line  eft'eCt ; 
and  a  difplay  of  fire  works  from  the 
federal  Ihip  added  much  to  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  the  view.  On  board  of  this 
Ihip,  alio,  we  heard  The  top/ail  Jki-vers  in 
the  wind  melodioully  and  exquiiitely 
performed.  Admittance  into  thefe 
gardens,  upon  public  days,  is  by  a 
ticket,  lor  which  three-fixteenths  of  a 
dollar  is  demanded  ;  and  we  then  take 


our  feats  in  the  banquetting-houfe,  in 
any  of  the  lummer-houl'es,  arbours,  or 
loofe  leats,or  walk  over  the  ground  at 
pleal'ure.  Whatever  we  wilh,  in  the 
greatell  variety  which  the  leafon  will 
afford,  is  immediately  furnilhed  ;  the 
liquors  are  all  iced,  and  the  little  prints 
of  butter  are  lerved  up,  neatly  deco¬ 
rated  with  this  tranfparent,  and  at  this 
feafon  very  agreeable  fubitance.  All 
this,  however,  is  a  leparate  expence  ; 
yet  it  is  moderate,  and  the  tea,  coffee, 
lugar,  bread,  and  butter,  kc.  are  of  the 
belt  quality. 

We  requeued  fome  fruit,  and  were 
given  our  choice  of  mulberries,  ltraw- 
berries,  cherries,  oranges,  or  pine  ap¬ 
ples.  The  waiters  are  habited  like 
gentlemen,  and  leein  to  polfefs  all  that 
kind  of  attentive  alacrity  which  T  have 
heard  attributed  to  European  fervants. 
The  company  often  order  their  colla¬ 
tion  to  the  lool'e  feats,  arbours,  c-rfutn- 
mer-houfes.  To  prevent  confufion,  if 
we  wilh  to  pals  out  by  the  flight  of 
Hone  Heps  mentioned  in  the  beginning 
of  this  account,  we  receive  from  the 
porter  a  ticket  gratis,  which  we  return 
upon  our  re-entrance.  Perl'ons  ate 
often  induced  to  pafs  this  arched  and 
foliage-crowned  gate,  to  afeend  by 
means  of  a  winding  rock,  Ihaped  by 
Nature  into  commodious  fteps,  a  lofty 
eminence  which  commands  a  delightful 
view  of  the  country.  Any  one  making 
a  decent  appearance  may  enjoy  the 
pleafure  of  walking  in  thefe  gardens, 
free  of  all  expence,  upon  any  day, 
Tuefdays  and  Saturdays  excepted. 

Upon  the  evening  of  thefe  public 
days,  a  concert  of  vocal  and  inltru- 
mental  muiic  is  performed  ;  and  thefe 
convivial  feafons,  I  am  told,  often  pro¬ 
duce  in  the  gardens  as  many  as  a  thou- 
fand  votaries  of  talte.  The. walks, 
however,  were  not  fo  crouded  upon 
the  evening  which  we  moll  delightful¬ 
ly  enjoyed  in  that  terreflrinl  paradife. 
Much  well-dreffed  company  was  never- 
thelels  there  ;  and  as  I  marked  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parties  purfuing  the  various 
paths,  inclination  led,  apparently 
unconnected  with,  and  inattentive  to 
the  1'uiTounding  circles ;  as  I  law  this, 
and  as  I  liltened  to  the  founds  wafted 
from  the  orcheilra,  I  declare  1  almolt 
fancied  myfelf  in  Say's  Elyfian  fields. 
Amid  thele  walks,  upon  a  molt  divine 
morning,  your  Conllantia  and  her 
friend,  after  taking  a  moll  delicious 
breakfajt  at  Gray’s,  of  fruit  and  hyl'on 
tea,  have  contemplatingly  wandered-- 

lJ  2  ’  the 


joS  THE  LONDON  REVIEW, 


tlie  branches  of  the  trees  were  then 
filled  with  the  woodland  fongfters,  and 
we  were  at  the  liberty  to  make  the 
coinparifon  between  thofe  pleafures  de¬ 
rived  from  artificial  lights  and  crouded 
fcenes,  and  thofe  which  are  reaped  from 
the  retirement  of  rural  haunts,  the  mu- 
fic  of  the  grove  and  the  influence  of 
yonder  orb,  that  univerfal  enlivenerof 
nature.  The  Schuylkill  Gardens  have 
been  called  the  American  Vuuxhall.  They 
are  certainly  a  little  Eden,  for  which 
Nature  hath  done  every  thing,  and 
then  are  confiderably  improved  by  art. 
Great  merit  is  undoubtedly  due  to  Mr. 


Gray,  and  he  is  decidedly  a  man  of 
tafte  ;  he  is  daily  making  improve¬ 
ments,  and  he  receives  with  grateful 
candour  every  judicious  fuggeltion. 
Harrowgate  we  vifited  previous  to  our 
view  of  this  charming  recefs  ;  it  cer¬ 
tainly  will  not  admit  of  a  comparifon 
therewith — yet  the  medicinal  fprings, 
and  commodious  adjoining  bathing- 
lioufes,  will  fecure  for  Harrowgate  a 
fhare  of  attention.  Well,  my  fweet 
friend,  I  fancy  you  will  now  readily 
difmifs  the  fcribbler.  Adieu  then,  dear 
Maria,  and  continue  to  love  your 

CONSTANT!  A. 
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TT  was  on  the  Erft  of  May  1769  that  I 

rcfigned  my  domeftic  happinels,  and 
left  mv  family  and  peaceable  habitation  on 
the  Yadkin  river,  in  North  Carolina,  to 
wander  thro’  the  wiklernefs  of  America, 
in  quell  of  the  country  of  Kentucke,  in 
company  with  John  Finley,  John  Stuart, 
Joleph  Holden,  James  Money,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Cool.  On  the  7th  of  June,  after 
travelling  through  a  mountainous  wilder- 
nei’s  in  a  welkin  direflion,  we  found  our- 
l'elves  oh  Red  river,  where  John  Finley  had 
formerly  been  trading. with  the  Indians ; 
and  from  the  top  of  an  eminence  faw  with 
pleufure  tire  beautiful  level  of  Kentucke. 
Forlbme  time  we  had  experienced  the  111  oft 
uncomfgi  table  weather.  We  now  encamp¬ 
ed,  made  a  lhelter  to  defend  us  from  the 
inclement  feafon,  and  began  to  hunt  and 
reconnoitre  the  country.  YVe  found  abun¬ 
dance  of  wild  beafts  in  this  vaft  foreft. — 
The  buffaloes  were  more  numerous  than 
cattle  on  other  fettlements,  brow  ring  on  the 
leaves  of  the  caue,  or  cropping  the  herb¬ 
age  on  thefe  extenlive  plains.  We  faw 
hundreds  in  a  drove,  and  the  numbers 
about  the  fait  lprings  were  amazing.  In 
this  foreit,  the  habitation  of  beafts  of  every 
American  kind,  we  hunted  with  faccefs 
until  December. 

On  the  lid  of  December  John  Stuart 
and  I  had  a  plealing  ramble  ;  but  Fortune 
changed  the  day  at  the  dole  of  it.  We 
had  palled  through  a  great  foreft,  in  winch 
flood  myriads  of  trees,  lome  gay  with 
bloffoms,  others  rich  with  fruits.  Nature 
was  here  a  leries  of  wonders,  and  a  fund  of 
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delight.  Here  Ihe  difplayed  her  ingenuity 
and  induftry  in  a  variety  of  flowers  and 
fruits,  beautifully  coloured,  elegantly  lliapcd, 
and  charmingly  flavoured  ;  and  we  were 
diverted  with  rtumberlefs  animals  preferr¬ 
ing  themfelves  perpetually  to  our  view. 
In  the  decline  ot  the  day,  near  Kentucke 
river,  as  we  afcended  the  brow  of  a  fmdl 
hill,  a  number  of  Indians  milled  out  of  a 
thick  cane-brake,  and  made  us  prifoners. 
The  Indians  plundered  us,  anti  kept  us  in 
confinement  i'even  days.  —  During  this,  wc 
diicovered  r.o  uneaiinels  cr  defile  to  el'cape, 
which  made  them  lei’s  fulpicious  ;  but  in 
tlie  dead  of  night,  as  we  lay  by  a  large  fire 
in  a  thick  cane-brake,  when  deep  hau  locked 
up  their  ienfes,  my  fituatren  not  dilpcfihg 
me  to  reft,  I  gently  awoke  my  companion. 
We  feized  this  favourable  opportunity,  and 
departed,  directing  our  courie  towards  our 
okl  camp,  but  found  it  {'hindered,  and  our 
company  difperied,  or  gone  home. 

About  this  time  my  brother,  Squire 
Boone,  with  another  adventurer,  who  came 
to  explore  the  country  Ihortly  after  us,  was 
wandering  through  the  foreft,  and  acci¬ 
dentally  found  our  camp.  Notwithftand- 
ing  our  unfortunate  tircumftar.ces,  and 
our  dangerous  lltuation,  furrounded  with 
hoftile  lavages,  our  meeting  fortunately  in 
the  wilderv.efs  gave  us  the  moll  fenfible 
fatisfadtion.  Soon  after  this  my  compa¬ 
nion  in  captivity,  John  Stuart,  was  killed 
by  the  favages ;  and  the  man  that  came 
with  my  brothel'  returned  home  by  himfelf. 
We  were  then  in  a  dangerous  helpiefs 
iituarion,  expofed  daily  to  perils  and  death 
.  .  atjiongft 
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among  ft  lavages  and  wild  beads,  not  a 
white  man  in  tilt  country  but  ouri'elves. 

Thus  many  hundred  miles  from  our  fa¬ 
milies  in  the  howling-  wilder  nets,  we  did 
not  continue  in  a  Rate  of  indolence,  but 
hunted  every  day,  and  prepared  a  little 
cottage  to  defend  us  from  the  winter 
Renos.  We  met  with  no  diiturbance 
during  the  winter.  On  the  firft  of  May 
1770,  ray  brother  returned  home  by  him  - 
fell"  for  a  new  recruit  of  hcrles  and  am¬ 
munition,  leaving  me  alone,  without 
bread,  fait,  crlugar,  or  even  a  horfe  or  dog. 
I  palled  a  few  days  uncomfortably.  The 
idea  of  a  beloved  wife  and  family,  and 
their  anxiety  on  my  account,  would  have 
*L moled  me  to  melancholy,  if  I  had  further 
indulged  the  thought. 

One  day  I  undertook  atour  through  the 
country,  when  t  he  diverfity  and  beauties  of 
i&atiuej  met  with  in  this  charming  feafon, 
expejed  every  gloornv  thought.  Jull  at  tlie 
dole  of  day,  the  gentle  gales  ceafed ;  a 
profound  calm  enfued  ;  nor  a  breath  fhooic 
tr  tremulous  leaf.  1  bad-gained  the  fum.- 
vnit  of  a  commanding  ridge,  and  looking 
round  with  aftnnifhing  delight,  beheld  the 
a  nple  plains  and  beauteous  trails  below. 
On  one  her.  i  i  lurvet  ,*d  the  famous  Ohio 
rolling  in  iilent  dignity,  and  marking  the 
we-.tern  boundary  of  Kentucke  with  incon¬ 
ceivable  grandeur.  At  a  vaft  diRance  I 
beheld  the  mountains  lilt  their  venerable 
brows  and  penetrate  the  clouds.  All 
things  were  Rill.  I  kindled  a  lire,  near  a 
fountain  cf  lweet  water,  and  feafted  on  the 
Lb-  of  a  buck  which  a  few  hours  before  I 
had  killed.  The  lhades  cf  night  foon 
over  fpiead  the  hemiiphere,  and  the  earth 
l'ccmed  to  gulp  after  the  hovering  moiRure. 
My  exclusion  had  fatigued  my  body,  and 
aemiied  :ny  mind.  I  laid  me  down  to  deep, 
and  awoke  not  until  the  fun  had  chafed 
away  the  night.  I  continued  this  tour, 
and  in  a  few  days  explored  a  confiderabie 
part  cf  the  country,  each  day  equailypleal'- 
eJ  as  at  firft  j  after  which.  I  returned  to 
it  -  old  camp,  which  had  not  beer,  difturbed 
in  me  abfence.  I  c  id  not  confine  my 
lodging  to  it,  but  often  repoled  in  thick 
cane-brakes  to  avoid  the  lavages,  who,  I 
believe,  often  vifited  my  camp,  but,  fortu¬ 
nately  forme,  in  my  abfence.  No  popu¬ 
lous  city,  with  all  the  varieties  of  com¬ 
merce  and  ftately  (fruffurcs,  could  afford 
lb  much  -pleafure  to  my  mind  as  the  beau¬ 
ties  or  Nature  I  found  ira  till  &  country. 

Until  the  27th  cf  July  I  tper.t  the  time 
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in  an  uninterrupted  feene  of  fylvan  plea- 
fires,  when  my  brother,  to  my  great  feli¬ 
city,  met  me,  according  to  appointment, 
at.  our  old  camp.  Soon  after  we  left  the 
place,  and  proceeded  to  Cumberland  river, 
reconnoitring  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  giving  names  to  the  different  rivers. 

In  March  1771  I  returned  home  to  my 
family,  being  determined  to  bring  them  as 
foon  as  pcffible,  at  the  r ilk  of  my  life  and 
fortune,  to  refide  in  Kentucke,  which  I 
elleeined  a  fecond  Paradife. 

On  my  return  I  found  my  family  in 
happy  circumftances.  I  fold  my  farm  at 
Yadkin,  and  what  goods  we  could  not 
carry  with  us  ;  and  on  the  15th  of  Sept. 
1773  we  bade  farewefto  our  friends,  and 
proceeded  on  our  journey  to  Kentucke,  in 
company  with  five  more  families,  and  forty 
men  that  joined  us  in  Powell’s  Valley, 
which  is  1 50  miles  from  the  now  fettled 
parts  of  Kentucke  j  but  this  promiling  be¬ 
ginning  was  loon  overcaft  with  a  cloud  of 
adverlity. 

On  the  tenth  of  Oflober,  the  rear  of  our 
company  was  attacked  by  a  number  of 
Indians,  who  killed  fix  and  wounded  one 
man.  Of  thbfe  my  eldeft  fon  was  one  that 
fell  in  the  action.  Though  we  repuli’ed 
the  enemy,  yet  tills  unhappy  affair  fcattereJ 
our  cattle,  brought  us  into  extreme  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  fo  diicouraged  ti.t  whole  com¬ 
pany,  that  we  retreated  forty  miles  to 
Clench  river.  We  had  palled  over  two 
mountains,  Powell’s  and  Walden's,  and 
were  approaching  Cumberland  mquntain, 
when  this  adverfe  fortune  overtook  us. 
Tliefe  mountains  are  in  the  wildernefs, 
in  palling  from  the  old  lettlements  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  Kentucke,  are  ranged  in  a  fouth- 
weR  and  north  -caff  direction,  are  of  great 
length  and  breadth,  and  not  far  diRant 
from  each  other.  Over  them,  Nature  hath 
formed  paffes,  lets  difficult  than  might  be 
expected  from  the  view  of"  luch  huge  piles. 
The  afpect  of  thele  cliffs  is  fo  wild  and 
horrid,  that  it  is  impofilble  to  behold  them 
without  terror. 

Until  the  6th  cf  June  1774  I  remained 
with  my  family  on  the  Clench,  when  I  and 
Michael  Stoner  were  foiicited  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Dunmore,  of  Virginia,  to  conduct  a 
number  of  furveyors  to  the  Falls  cf  Ohio. 
This  was  a  tour  of  near  eight  hundred 
miles,  and  took  us  fixty-two  days. —  On  my 
return,  Governor  Dunmore  gave  me  the 
command  of  three  garrifons,  during  the! 
campaign  againft  the  Shawanele. 
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T N  March  1775,  at  the  felicitation  of  a 

number  of  Gentlemen  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  I  attended  their  treaty  at  Wataga, 

(  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  to  purchafe  the 
lands  on  the  loath  fide  of  Kentucke  river. 
After  this,  I  undertook  to  mark  out  aroad 
in  tlie  heft  paffage  from  the  fettlements, 
through  the  wildernefs  to  Kentucke. 

Having  collefted  a  number  of  enterpriz- 
ingmen,  well  "armed,  I  loon  began  this 
work.  We  proceeded  until  we  came  with¬ 
in  fifteen  miles  of  where  Boonlborough  now 
Hands,  where  the  Indians  attacked  us,  and 
hilled  two,  and  wounded  two  more.  This 
was  the  20th  of  March  1775.  Three  days 
after,  they  attacked  us  again  ;  we  had 
two  killed  and  three  wounded.  After  this, 
we  proceeded  on  to  Kentucke  river  with¬ 
out  oppolition. 

On  the  firft  of  April  we  began  to  erefl 
the  fort  of  Boonlborough,  at  a  fait  Lick, 
fixty  yards  from  the  river,  on  the  fouth 
fide. — On  the  4th,  they  killed  one  of  our 
men. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  having  finilhed 
the  fort,  I  returned  to  my  family,  on  the 
Clench.  Soon  after  I  removed  my  family 
to  this  fort :  we  arrived  lafe  ;  my  wife  and 
daughter  being  the  firft  white  women  that 
llood  on  the  banks  of  Kentucke  river. 

December  24th,  the  Indians  killed  one 
man,  and  wounded  another,  feeming  de¬ 
termined  to  perlecute  us  for  ereCcing  this 
fort. 

July  14th,  1776  two  of  Col.  Calway’s 
daughters,  and  one  of  mine,  were  taken 
prifoners  near  the  fort:  I  immediately  pur¬ 
ified  the  Indians,  with  only  eighteen  men. 

On  the  16th  I  overtook  them,  killed 
two  of  them,  and  recovered  the  girls. 


The  Indians  had  divided  themlelves  int* 
feveral  parties,  and  attacked,  on  the  fame 
day,  all  our  fettlements  and  forts,  doing  a 
great  deal  of  mifehief.  The  huibandman 
was  Ihotdead  in  the  field,  and  mold  of  the 
cattle  were  deftroyed.  They  continued 
their  hoHilities  until 

The  15th  of  April  1777,  when  a  party 
of  100  of  them  attacked  Boonlborough, 
and  killed  one  man,  and  wounded  four. 

July  4th,  they  attacked  it  again  with, 
200  men,  and  killed  us  one,  and  wounded 
two.  They  remained  48  hours,  during 
which  we  killed  feven  of  them.  All  the 
fettlements  were  attacked  at  the  fame  time. 

July  19th,  Col.  Logan’s  fort  was  be- 
fieged  by  200  Indians.  They  did  much 
mifehief:  there  were  only  fifteen  men  in  the 
fort;  they  killed  two,  and  wounded  four 
of  them.  Indians’  lofs  unknown. 

July  25,  Twenty-five  men  came  from 
Carolina.  About  Augufl  20th,  Col  Bow¬ 
man  arrived  with  100  men  from  Virginia. 
Now  we  began  to  Hrengthen,  anil  had  fkir- 
milhes  with  the  Indians  altnofi  every  day. 
The  Savages  now  learned  the  fuperiority 
of  the  Long  Knife,  as  they  call  the  Virgi¬ 
nians  ;  being  out-generall’d  in  almofi  every 
battle.  Our  affairs  began  to  wear  a  new 
afpect ;  the  enemy  did  not  now  venture 
open  war,  but  praftifed  fecret  mifehief. 

January  iff,  1778.  I  went  with  thirty 
men  to  the  Blue  Licks,  on  Licking  River, 
to  make  fait  for  the  different  garrilbris. 

February  7  th,  Hunting  by  myfelf,  to 
procure  meat  for  the  company,  I  met  a 
party  of  102  Indians  and  two  Frenchmen, 
marching  againff  Boonlborough.  They 
purfued  and  took  me.  The  next  day  I  ca¬ 
pitulated  for  my  men,  knowing  they  could 
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not  efcape.  They  were  2.7  in  number, 
three  having  gone  home  with  fait.  The 
Indians,  according  to  the  capitulation,  ufed 
us  generouily.  They  carried  us  to  Old 
Che.icothe,  the  principal  Indian  town  on 
Little  Miami. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  we  arrived 
there,  after  an  uncomfortable  journey,  in 
very  fevere  weather.  . 

-  On  the  iotli  of  March  I  and  ten  of  my 
men  were  conducted  to  Detro:t. 

On  the  30th  we  arrived  there,  and  were 
treated  by  Governor  Hamilton,  the  Britilh 
commander  at  that  poll,  with  great  hu¬ 
manity. 

The  Indians  had  fuch  an  affc&ion  for 
me,  that  they  refuled  100I.  fterling  offer¬ 
ed  them  by  the  Governor,  if  they  would 
leave  me  with  the  others,  on  purpefe  that 
he  might  lend  me  heme  on  my  parole. 
Several  Engliih  gentlemen  there,  lenfihle 
of  my  advei  fe  fortune,  and  touched  with 
fympathy,  generouily  offered  tolupplymy 
wants,  which  I  declined  with  manythmks, 
adding,  that  I  never  expedited  it  would  be 
in  my  power  to  recompferle  Inch  unme¬ 
rited  ger.eroufy.  The  Indians  left  my  men 
in  captivity  with  the  Bi  itilh  at  Detroit. 

On  the  1  oth  of  April  they  brought  me 
towards  Old  Chelicothe,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  twenty-  fifth  day  of  the  fame  month. 

This  was  a  long  and  fatiguing  march, 
through  an  exceeding  fertile  country,  re¬ 
markable  for  fine  fprings  and  dreams  of 
1  water.  At  Chelicothe  I  fpent  my  lime  as 
comfortably  as  I  could  expeft ;  was  adopt¬ 
ed,  according  to  their  cuftom,  into  a  ta- 
niily,  where  I  became  a  lbn,  and  had  a 
great  lhare  in  the  affeft'ion  of  my  new  pa¬ 
rents,  brothers,  filters  and  friends.  I 
was  exceedingly  familiar  and  friendly  with 
them,  always  appearing  as  cheerful  and  la- 
tisfied  as  polTible,  and  they  put  gre:  t  con¬ 
fidence  in  me.  I  often  went  a  hunting  with 
them,  and  frequently  gained  their  applaufe 
for  my  activity  at  our  (hooting-matches. 

I  was  careful  not  to  exceed  many  cf  them 
in  (hooting;  for  no  people  are  more  envi¬ 
ous  than  they  are  in  this  fport. 

I  could  obferve  in  their  countenances 
and  geliure.  the  greateft  expreffions  of  icy 
when  they  exceeded  me,  and  when  the 
reverie  happened,  of  envy.  The  Sha  va- 
nefe  King  took  great  notice  of  me,  and 
treated  me  with  profound  refpeft  and  en¬ 
tire  friendihip,  often  entrulting  nie  to  hunt 
at  mv  liberty.  I  frequently  returned  with 
the  l'poiis  of  the  woods,  ami  as  often  pre- 
fented  fome  of  what  I  had  taken  to  him,  ex- 
preflivo  of  entity  to  my  lbvereign . 

My  food  and  lodging  was  in  common  with 
them  ;  ik  t  fo  good,  indeed,  as  T  coaid  de  - 
fire,  but  noceflity  made  every  thing  accept¬ 
able. 


MAG  AZI  N  Z, 

I  now  began  to  meditate  an  efcape,  but 
carefully  avoided  giving  lufpicion. 

Until  the  firll  dav  of  June  I  continued 
at  Old  Chelicothe,  and  then  was  taken  to 
the  fait  fprings  on  Sciotha,  and  kept  there 
ten  days  making  fait.  During  this  time 
I  hunted  with  them,  and  found  the  land, 
for  a  great  extent  about  this  river,  to  ex¬ 
ceed  the  foil  of  Kentucke,  if  poffible,  and 
remarkably  well -watered. 

On  my  return  to  Chelicothe,  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  of  the  choice!!  Indian  war¬ 
riors  were  ready  to  march  again  ft  Boonf- 
borough,  painted  and  armed  in  a  fearful 
manner.  This  alarmed  me,  and  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  efcape. 

On  the  1 6th  of  June,  before  fun-rife,  I 
went  off  fecretly,  and  reached  Boonfbo- 
rough  on  the  20th,  a  journey  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  miles,  during  which  I  had 
only  one  meal.  I  found  our  fortrefs  in  a 
bad  liate  ;  but  we  immediately  repaired 
our  flanks,  gates,  pofterns,  and  formed 
double  baftions,  which  we  completed  in 
ten  days.  One  of  my  fellow-prifor.ers, 
efc?p'ng  after  me,  brought  advice,  that  on 
account  of  my  flight  the  Indians  had  put 
off  their  expedition  for  three  weeks. 

About  Auguft  1  ft  I  fet  out  with  nine¬ 
teen  men  to  lurprife  Point  Creek  Town 
on  Sciotha.  Within  four  miles  we  fell  in 
with  thirty  Indians  going  againft  Boonlbo- 
rough.  We  fought,  and  the  enemy  gave 
way.  We  fullered  no  lofs.  The  enemy 
had  one  killed,  and  two  wounded.  We 
took  three  horl'es  and  all  their  baggage. 
The  Indians  having  evacuated  their  town, 
and  gone  all  together  againft  Boonlbo- 
rough,  we  returned,  parted  them  on  the 
fixth  day,  and  on  the  feventh  arrived  fafe 
at  Boonfborough. 

On  the  8th,  the  Indian  army,  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-four  in  number,  command¬ 
ed  by  Capt.  Du.quefr.e-,  and  eleven  other 
Frenchmen,  and  their  own  chiefs,  came 
and  l'ummoned  the  fort.  I  requefted  two 
days  confideration,  which  they  granted. 
Duiing  this,  we  brought  in  through  the 
pofterns  all  the  horl'es  and  other  cattle  we 
could  collefr. 

On  the  9 1 h,  in  the  evening,  I  informed 
their  commander,  that  we  were  determined 
to  defend  the  fort  while  a  man  was  liv¬ 
ing.  They  then  propofed  a  treaty,  and 
faid,  if  we  fent  out  nine  men  to  conclude  it, 
they  would  withdraw.  The  treaty  was 
held  within  fixty  yards  of  the  fort,  as  we 
lufpefled  the  favages.  The  articles  were 
agreed  to  and  figned  ;  when  tile  Indians 
told  us,  it  was  their  cuftom  for  two  Indians 
to  (hake  hands  with  every  white  man,  as 
an  evidence  of  friendihip.  We  agreed  to 
tlfis  a  ho.  They  immediately  grappled  us 

to 
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to  take  us  pnfoners  ;  but  we  cleared  our- 
lelves  of  them,  though  furrounded  by 
hundreds,  and  gained  the  fort  fafe,  except 
one  that  was  wounded  by  a  heavy  fire  from 
their  army.  On  this  they  began  to  un¬ 
dermine  the  fort,  beginning  at  the  water¬ 
mark  of  Kentucke  river,  which  is  fixty 
yards  from  the' fort.  We  difcovsred  this 
by  the  water  being  made  muddy  with  the 
ciay,  and  countermined  them  by  cutting  a 
trench  acrofs  their  lubterranean  palfage. — 
The  enemy,  difcovering  this  by  the  clay 
we  threw  out  of  the  fort,  defiled. 

On  tire  20th  of  Augull  they  railed  the 
liege. 

DurinEt  this  dreadful  fiege  we  had  two 
men  killed  and  four  wounded.  We  loll 
a  number  of  cattle.  We  killed  thirty-feven 
of  the  enemy,  and  wounded  a  great  num¬ 
ber.  We  picked  up  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds  of  their  bullets,  befides 
what  lluck  in  the  logs  of  the  fort. 

Soon  after  this  I  went  into  the  fettlement, 
and  sothing  worthy  of  notice  paffed  for 
lbme  time. 

In  July  1779,  during  my  abfence,  Col. 
Bowman,  witii  160  men,  wentagainll  the 
Shawanefe  of  Old  Chelicothe.  He  arriv¬ 
ed  undifcovc-red  ;  a  battle  enfued,  which 
lafted  till  ten  in  the  morning,  when  Col. 
Bowman  retreated  thirty  miles.  The 
Indians  collected  all  their  llrength,  and 


purfued  him,  when  another  engagement 
enlued  for  two  hours,  not  to  Col.  Bow¬ 
man’s  advantage.  Col.  Harrod  propofed 
to  mount  a  number  of  horfes  and  break 
the  enemy’s  line,  who  at  this  time  fought 
with  remarkable  fury.  This  defperate 
meafurehad  a  happy  etfeft,  and  thefavages 
fled  on  all  iides.  In  thele  two  battles  we 
had  nine  men  killed,  and  one  wounded. 
The  enemy’s  lofs  was  uncertain,  only  two 
l’caips  being  taken. 

June  3 2d,  1780,  about  600  Indians  and 
Canadians,  under  Col.  Bird,  attackedRid- 
dle’s  and  Martin’s  llations,  and  the  forts 
o‘  Licking-river,  with  fix  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery  :  they  took  all  the  inhabitants  cap¬ 
tives,  and  killed  one  man  and  two  wo¬ 
men,  loaded  the  others  with  the  heavy 
baggage,  and  Inch  as  failed  in  the  jour¬ 
ney  were  tomchr.'.vked. 

The  hoilile  dilpoiilion  of  the  favages 
caufed  General  Clark,  the  commandant  at 
the  Falls  ot  Ohio,  to  march  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  and  the  armed  force  of  the  country* 
againft  Peccaway,  the  principal  town  of 
the  Shawanefe,  on  a  branch  of  die  Great 
Miami,  which  he  finished  with  great  luc- 
cel’s,  took  l'eventeen  fealps,  and  burned 
the  town  to  alhes,  with  the  lofs  of  l'eveii- 
teen  men. 

(To  be  concluded,  in  cur  next.) 
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A  BOUT  this  time  I  returned  to  Ken- 
n  tvvke  with  my  family ;  for  during 
my  captivity,  my  wife,  thinking  -me 
killed  by  the  Indians,  had  tranlported  my 
family  and  goods  on  horles  through  the 
vvildernefs,  amidft  many  dangers,  to  her 
father’s  houfe  in  North  Carolina.  The 
hiftory  of  my  difficulties,  in  going  and 
returning,  is  too  long  to  be  inferted  here. 

On  the  6th  of  October  1780,  foon  after 
my  fettling  again  at  Boonfborough,  I 
went  with  my  brother  to  the  Blue  Licks, 
and  on  our  return  he  was  (hot  by  a  party 
of  Indians :  they  followed  me  by  die 
fcentof  a  dog,  which  1  (hot,  and  efcaped. 

The  feverity  of  the  winter  caufed 
great  diftreis  in  Kentucke,  the  enemy 
during  the  fummer  having  deftroyed 
mcft  of  the  corn.  The  inhabitants  lived 
chiefly  on  buffaloes  fieffi.  7.  y  7 

In  fpring  1782,  the  Indians  harraffed 
us. 


In  May  they  killed  one  man  at  Aihton’s 
ftation,  and  took  a  negro.  Cupt.  Affiton 
purlued  them  with  twenty-five  men,  and 
in  an  engagement  which  lafted  two  hours 
his  party  were  obliged  to  retreat,  having 
eight  killed,  and  four  mortally  wounded  ; 
their  brave  commander  fell  in  the  aflion. 

Auguit  10th,  two  boys  were  carried  off 
fro  v:  Major  Hoy’s  flatten.  Capt.  Holder 
purlued  with  leventeen  men :  they  were 
alfo  defeated,  and  loft  four,  and  one 
wounded.  Our  affairs  became  more  and 
mere  alarming.  The  lavages  infefted  the 
country,  killing  men  at  every  opportunity. 

In  a  field  near  Lexington  an  Indian 
(hot  a  man,  and,  running  to  fcalp  him, 
was  himfelf  fhot  from  the  fort,  and  fell 
dead  upon  his  enemy. 

All  the  Indian  nations  were  now  united 
againft  us. 

Auguft  15th,  five  hundred  Indians  and 
Canadians  came  againit  B  riant’s  ftation, 
five  miles  from  Lexington  :  they  a  (faulted 
the  fort,  killed  all  the  cattle  round  it; 
but  being  repulfcd,  they  retired  the  third 
day,  having  about  thirty  killed,  their 
wounded  uncertain.  The  garrifon  had 
four  killed  and  three  wounded. 

Augult  1 8th,  Colonel  Todd,  Colonel 
Trigg,  Major  Iiarland,  and  myfelf, 
fbeedily  collected  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix  men,  well  armed,  and  purlued  the 


favages.  They  had  marched  beyond  the 
Blue  Licks,  to  a  remarkable  bend  of  the 
main  fork  of  the  Licking  Aver,  about 
forty-three  miles  from  Lexington,  where 
we  overtook  them  on  the  19th.  J.  ‘go 

The  favsges,  obierving  us,  gave  way; 
and  we,  ignorant  of  their  numbers, 
paffed  the  river.  When  they  law  our 
proceedings,  having  greatly  the  advantage 
in  fituation,  they  formed  their  line  of. 
battle  from  one  bend  of  the  Licking  to 
the  other,  about  a  mile  from  the  Blue 
Licks.  The  battle  was  exceedingly  fierce 
for  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  we,  being 
overpowered  by  numbers,  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  fixty-feven  men, 
feven  of  whom  were  taken  prffoners. 
The  brave  and  much-lamented  Colonels 
Todd  and  Trigg,  Major  Harland,  and 
my  lecond  fon,  were  among  the  dead. 
We  were  afterwards  told  that  the  Indians, 
on  numbering  their  dead,  finding  they  had 
four  more  killed  than  we,  four  of  our 
people  they  had  taken  were  given  up  to 
their  young  warriors,  to  be  put  to  death 
after  their  barbarous  manner. 

On  our  retreat  we  were  met  by  Colonel 
Logan,  who  was  haftening  to  Join  us  with 
a  number  of  well-armed  men  :  this  power¬ 
ful  affiftance  we  wanted  on  the  dayj  of 
battle.  The  enemy  faid,  one  more  fire 
from  us  would  have  made  them  give 
way. 

I  cannot  reflect  upon  this  dreadful 
feene  but  forrow  fills  my  heart ;  a  zeal' 
for  the  defence  of  their  country  led  theft 
heroes  to  the  fcen«  of  action,  though  with 
a  few  men,  to  attack  a  powerful  army  of 
experienced  warriors.  When  we  gavb 
way,  they  purlued  us  with  the  utmoft 
eagernefs,  and  in  every  quarter  fpread  de- 
ftniCtion.  The  river  was  difficult  to  crol's, 
and  many  were  killed  in  the  flight,  fome' 
juft  entering  the  river,  fome  in  the  water, 
others,  after  crofting, in  afeending  the  cliffs. 
Some  efcaped  on  horfeback,  a  few  on 
foot ;  and,  being  difperfed  every  where, 
in  a  few  hours  brought  the  melancholy 
news  of  this  unfortunate  battle  to  Lexing¬ 
ton.  Many  widows  were  now  made. 
The  readers  may  guefs  what  lorrow  filled 
the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants,  exceeding 
any  thing  I  am  able  to  deferibe.  Being 
reinforced,  we  returned  t£>  bury  tire  dead. 


and  foufttl  their  bodies  itrewed  every  where, 
cut  and  mangled  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
This  mournful  l'cene  exhibited  a  horror 
almoft  unparalleled  feme  torn  and  eaten 
by  wild  bealls  ;  thole  in  the  river  eaten 
by  fifties  ;  all  in  fuch  a  putrified  condition 
that  no  one  could  be  diftinguilhed  from 
another.  2-  i'~i 

When  General  Clarke,  at  the  palls  of 
the  Ohio,  heard  of  our  di  lifter,  he  order¬ 
ed  an  expedition  to  purfue  the  favages. 
We  overtook  them  within  two  miles  of 
their  towns,  and  we  lhould  have  obtained 
a  great  victory,  had  not  fome  of  them  met 
us  when  about  two  -hundred  poles  from 
their  camp.  The  favages  fled  in  the  ut- 
inoll  diforder,*  and  evacuated  all  their 
towns.  We  burned  to  allies  Old  Cheli- 
cothe,  Peccaway,  New  Chellcothe,  Wills 
Town,  and  Chelicothe  ;  entirely  deftroyed 
their  corn  and  other  fruits  j  and  lpread 
defolation  through  their  country.  We 
took  feven  pfifoners  and  five  lcalps,  and 
loft  only  four  men,  two  of  whom  were 
accidentally  killed  by  ourfelyes. 

This  campaign  damped  the  enemy,  yet 
they  made  fecret  incurfions. 

In  October  a  party  attacked  Crab  Or¬ 
chard  ;  and  one  of  them,  being  a  good 


way  before  the  others,  boldly  entered  a 
houle,  In  which  were  only  a  woman  anti 
her  children,  and  a  negro  rftan.  The 
lavage  tiled  no  violence,  but  attempted  to 
carry  off  the  negro,  who  happily  proved 
too  ftrong  for  lnm,  and  threw  him  on  the 
ground,  and  in  the  ftruggle  the  woman 
cut  oft'  his  head  with  an  axe,  whilft  her 
little  daughter  lhut  the  dour.  The  favages 
inftantly  came  up,  and  applied  their  tomo- 
hawko  to  the  door,  when  the  mother 
putting  an  old  rufty  gun -barrel  through  a 
crevice  the  favages  went  off.  Freni 
that  time  until  the  happy  return  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  the  Indians  did  us  no  mifehief.  ' 

Soon  after  the  Indians  defined  peace. 

Two  darling  Ions  and  a  brother  I  have 
loft  by  lavage  hands,  which  have  alfotakeij 
forty  valuable  hoifes  and  an  abundance 
of  cattle.  Many  dark  and  fleepjefs  nights 
have  I  fpent,  i'eparated  from  die  cheerful 
fociety  of  men,  l'corched  by  die  fummer’s 
lun,  and  pinched  by  the  winter’s  cold,  an 
inftrument  ordained  to  fettle  the  wilder^ 
nefs.  But  now  the  fcene  is  changed  j 
peace  crowns  the  fylvan  Ihade.  z-y  z  ‘ 
DANIEL  BOONE. 
layette  County,  Kentucke. 
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4s.  Stalker. 

'HIS  trad!  is  of  much  more  importance 
than  it  fhould  feem  to  be,  on  a  fu- 
perficial  review  ;  and  for  this  reafon  our 
account  of  it  h's  been  delayed  a  confider- 
able  time.  It  involves  a  queftion  of  a 
very  interefting  nature  to  the  commercial 
world  ;  for  it  has  been  a  controverted  point, 
from  the  time  of  the  fir  ft  ellablifhment  of 
Commercial  Companies  with  exclufive 
chartered  rights  and  privileges,  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  day — Whether  Inch  inllitutions  are 
sot  a  public  injury  done  to  the  main 
body  of  the  trading  1  objects  of  the  nation, 
who  are  thereby  ablolutely  prohibited  to 
carry  on  the  fame  branch  of  commerce  ? 
It  is  likewife  after  ted,  that  throwing  open 
the  trade,  fo  limited  and  confined,  would 
be  more  beneficial  to  the  State.  If  thele 
maxims  are  well  founded,  and  can  be 
fupported  by  the  authority  of  candid 
judges,  who  knew  the  aftual  ftate  of  any 
trade  fo  carried  on  by  Companies,  and 
»re  enabled  by  long  experience  to  deiaon- 
ftrate  the  fuperior  advantages  of  a  free 
commerce,  it  will  be  an  objeft  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  on 
this  ground  we  have  fpare4  no  pains  to 
obtain  the  btft  information  upon  thefub- 
je£t,  fo  far  as  it  regards  the  Hudlon’s  Bay 
Company. 

Mr.  Umfreville  is  decidedly  againft  the 
oxclufive  Charter  ;  and  while  he  beftows 
great  encomiums  on  the  firft  traders  who 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  it,  he  feverely  re¬ 
probates  the  management  of  their  fuc- 
ceftors,  but  more  efpecially  that  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  Company,  in  conjunction  with  their 
FaCtors  and  other  fervants,  at  their  ieveral 
fettlements  in  the  Bay,  and  in  the  in- 
twaer  country.  The  remarks  and  ybler- 
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vations  of  our  Author,  a ubo  <ujas  elevet 
years  in  the  fer'vice  of  the  Hu  fan's  Bay 
Company,  and  four  years  in  the  Canada 
Fur  Trade,  mutt  undoubtedly  carry 
great  weight  with  the  merchants  concerned 
at  home  in  this  branch  of  commerce  ; 
and,  as  his  book  has  been  a  confulcrabla 
time  in  circulation,  might  operate  forcibly 
againft  the  reputation  and  intereft  of  the 
Company,  if  not  only  his  fails  but  his 
principles,  as  well  as  his  motives  for 
liating  heavy  charges  againft  the  exifting 
corporate  body,  were  not  properly  C3n- 
vafted,  and  his  erroneous  accounts  of  the 
prefent  manner  of  conducing  the  trade, 
together  with  his  partial  remarks,  candidly 
laid  before  the  public. 

To  effeCt  this  was  no  eafy  talk  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  not  poffible  to  review  the 
work  fo  near  the  time  of  its  publication 
as  we  could  with  ;  but  the  delay  we  hope 
will  prove  beneficial  both  to  the  Company, 
and  to  the  many  individuals  who  are  inte- 
refted  in  its  profperity  ;  for  a  Gentle¬ 
man  lately  returned  from  the  Bay,  where, 
and  in  the  country  adjacent,  he  has  alfa 
refided,  has,  by  his  impartial,  accurate, 
and  difinterefted  remarks  on  feveral  parts 
of  Mr.  Umfreville’s  ftatement  of  the  lub- 
je£t,  enabled  us  amply  to  vindicate  the 
Company  and  its  fervants,  by  refuting  all 
the  material  charges  he  has  brought  againft 
their  prelent  management  at  home  and 
abroad. 

But  that  our  readers  may  be  put  int» 
full  poftelfion  of  the  contefted  fubjeCl,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  give  a  brief  account  of 
the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  Company, 
from  other  authorities  belides  that  of  Mr. 
Umfreville. 


*«  Th* 
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"  The  part  of  the  world  whicli  gave 
Birth  to  this  Company,  owes  its  difeovery, 
as  the  Englilh  fuppofe,  to  the  diligence 
•f  that  able  Englilh  mariner  whofe  name 
it  bears  ;  and  who  reaped  no  otfler  fruit 
from  his  labours  to  difeover  a  North-Weft 
Paftage,  than  thus  conveying  to  pofterity 
a  record  of  his  capacity  and  afluiuity  ;  for 
he  is  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed  by  being 
turned  adrift  by  his  mutinous  crew,  in  his 
fhallop,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  Streights, 
in  the  year  >6n.  The  Danes,  however, 
infift  on  their  prior  knowledge  of  this 
part  of  America  ;  but  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  certain  that  fuch  accounts  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  a  trade  to  be 
carried  on  from  England  to  ths  Bay, 
were  circulated  loon  after  the  cataftrophe 
of  Captain  Henry  Hudfon,  as  to  render  it 
rather  furprizing  that  it  was  not  under¬ 
taken  under  national  encouragement  till 
70  years  after  his  death. 

“At  length,  in  the  year  1681,  the  firft 
exclufive  Charter  was  granted  by  Charles 
II.  to  Prince  Rupert  and  his  affociates, 
which  eltablifhed  this  branch  of  com¬ 
merce  on  the  folid  footing  it  has  ever  fince 
continued  j  though  not  without  various 
interruptions  from  the  French,  who,  jea¬ 
lous  of  fuch  neighbours  to  their  Canada 
fettlements,  frequently  drove  the  Englilh 
from  their  eftablilhments  5  and  this  conteft, 
which  continued  feveral  years,  made  them 
alternately  Mafters  of  the  Bay,  till  it  was 
finally  determined  in  favour  of  our  Coin* 
pany  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht*.” 

This  biief  detail  was  ellential,  in  the 
firft  place  to  (hew  the  utility  of  Commer¬ 
cial  Companies ;  for  either  through  the 
want  of  a  joint  (lock  and  a  general  union 
of  interefts,  or  from  the  undermining  at¬ 
tempts  of  individual  adventurers  againll 
each  other,  profitable  fources  of  trade 
have  been  loft  to  commercial  nations,  un¬ 
able  to  form  Companies  and  eftabliftj 
funds  to  carry  them  on.  Again,  it  is 
neceffary  to  obl’erve,  that  the  impediments 
and  obltruCtions  complained  of  by  Beawes, 
are  now  happily  removed  by  the  late 
Peace;  fo  that  if  Mr.  Umfreville’s  account 
of  the  mifconduCt  of  the  exifting  Com¬ 
pany  be  juft,  they  have  much  to  anfwer 
for  to  the  public  ;  but  with  the  afliltance 
of  the  informatioo  we  have  received  from 
our  young  friend,  we  hope  to  acquit  them 
honourably. 

We  fhall  now  proceed  with  our  Au¬ 
thor’s  account  of  this  Settlement. — “  The 


firft  traders  to  thefe  parts  aCted  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  much  more  laudable  and  benevo¬ 
lent  than  their  fuccelTors  feem  to  have  been 
actuated  by.  From  feveral  letters  which 
I  have  read  of  an  early  date,  they  appear 
to  have  had  the  good  of  their  country  at 
heart,  and  to  have  endeavoured,  by  every 
equitable  means,  to  render  their  commerce 
profitable  to  their  mother  country.  Their 
inltruCtions  to  their  faCtors  were  full  of 
fentiments  of  Chriftianity,  and  contained 
directions  for  their  uling  every  means  in 
their  power  to  reclaim  the  uncivilized 
Indians  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm,  and  to 
inculcate  in  their  minds  the  humane  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Gofpel.  They  were  at  the 
fame  time  admonilhed  to  trade  with  them 
equitably,  and  to  take  no  advantage  of  their 
native  fimplicity.  They  were  further  in- 
ftruCted  to  explore  the  country,  and  to 
reap  fuch  benefit  from  the  foil  and  produce 
thereof,  as  might  redound  to  the  intereft 
of  the  Englilh  nation,  as  well  as  contri¬ 
bute  to  their  own  emolument.  And, 
lallly,  they  were  directed  to  be  particularly 
careful  in  feeing  that  the  European  fer- 
vants  behaved  orderly,  and  lived  in  fobriety 
and  temperance,  oblerving  a  proper  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  fervice  of  God,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  collectively  performed  at 
every  feafonable  opportunity.  Thefe  were 
injunctions  worthy  the  exalted  ftations  and 
rank  in  life  of  thole  who  had  the  firft 
direction  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company, 
and  reflected  much  honour  on  their  cha¬ 
racters  as  men  and  Chriltians  :  and  had 
thefe  praife-worthy  ellablilhments  been 
adhered  to,  the  country  granted  them 
might  at  this  day  have  been  an  ornament 
to  the  State,  and  a  gem  in  the  Imperial 
diadem.  But  mark  the  contrail  :  Initead 
of  encouraging  the  trade  by  a  mild,  equi¬ 
table,  and  engaging  deportment  towards 
tlie  natives  ;  initead  of  ingratiating  them- 
felves  by  affability  and  condd'cenfion 
to  a  harmkfs  people,  they  ufe  them 
with  undel'erved  rigour,  caufing  them  fre¬ 
quently  to  be  beat  and  mal- treated,  al¬ 
though  they  have  come  foirie  lnindred 
of  miles  in  order  to  barter  their  fkins,  and 
procure  a  few  neceffaries  to  guard  againft 
the  feverity  of  the  approaching  winter  ; 
and  this  is  one  reafon  why  the  trade  of 
York  Fort  has  io  materially  declined  of 
late  years  ;  the  decreal’e  has  chiefly  arifen 
from  the  cruel  treatment  the  Indians  ge¬ 
nerally  receive  from  the  Factors. 

“  I  reiidedftven  years  under  one  of  the 


*  See  Ltx  Mcrcatoria  of  Wyodham  Bsawes,  laft  edit,  by  Mortimer ;  article  “  Hudfon’s 
Bay  Company  j”  and  Biog.  Brit,  article  “  Henry  Hudfon.” 

Q  i  Governors 
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Governors  of  that  fettlement,  during 
which  time,  I  can  with  the  greateft  truth 
declare,  that  the  trade  yearly  de- 
creafed,  and  that  entirely  through  his  bad 
treatment  of  the  Indians.  At  a  time 
when  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of 
America  are  annually  diminilhing,  from 
the  exceftive  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and 
the  diftempers  incident  to  the  climate  ;  at 
a  time  when  they  have  near  them,  as  rivals 
in  the  trade,  more  indufhious  and  fnccefs- 
ful  adventurers,  I  mean  the  Canadian 
traders,  it  certainly  would  be  more  com¬ 
mendable  and  politic  in  the  Company’s 
fervants,  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  Indians  by  every  exertion  in 
their  power ;  more  cl’pecially  by  conde- 
fcenlion,  by  fair  dealing,  and  by  culti¬ 
vating  reciprocal  amity  between  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  all  the  nations  they  trade  with. 
Another  reafon  why  the  Company’s 
trade  is  fo  very  infignificant,  is,  a  total 
want  of  fpirit  in  themfelves  to  puflt  it  on 
with  that  vigour  the  importance  of  the 
eontelt  deferves.  The  merchants  from 
Canada  have  been  heard  to  acknowledge, 
that  were  the  Hudl'on’s  Bay  Company  to 
profecule  their  inland  trade  in  a  l'pirited 
manner,'  they  mult  be  foon  obliged  to 
give  up  all  thoughts  of  penetrating  into  the 
country  ;  as  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Com¬ 
pany's  factories  to  the  inland  parts,they  can 
afford  to  underfell  them  in  every  branch.” 

We  are  next  informed,  that  the 
Canadian  adventurers  have  annually  in- 
creafed  in  the  upland  country,  much  to 
their  own  emolument,  and  the  great  lofs 
of  the  Company,  who,  it  may  be  faid,are 
lleeping  at  the  edge  of  the  lea,  without 
fpirit,  and  without  vigour  to  affert  that 
right  which  their  excluftve  charter,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  account,  entitles 
them  to.  Mr.  Umfreville  admits  that 
they  have  a  few  eifablifhments  in  the 
interior  country  ;  but  afferts, — “  that 
they  are  improperly  conducted,  owing 
to  a  narrow  fyftem  of  ill-timed  pnrli- 
mony  ;  for  that  natwithlfanding  the 
repeated  remonftrances  of  the  factors,  on 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  allowing  an  addi¬ 
tional  ilipend  to  the  inland  fervants,  it  was 
not  till  the  year  1784  that  the  Company 
cotrld  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  them 
fifteen  pounds  a  year  ;  while  the  Cana¬ 
dian  merchants  gave  their  labouring  hands 
from  thirty  to  forty.  On  this  account  the 
faftors  are  obliged  to  leave  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  furs  inland  every  year,  for 
want  of  men  to  navigate  the  canoes  ;  and 
as  thefe  (kins  are  much  accumulated  by 
the  next  year’s  trade,  they  have  always 
furs,  to  a  very  confiderable  amount,  dead 
and  unprofitable  upon  their  hands.” 


‘‘  In  the  next  place,  tlier  employing 
Indians  to  navigate  the  canoes,  helps  to 
complete  the  mealure  of  their  lhipidity ; 
for,  after  the  natives  have  traded  their 
furs,  they  are  paid  to  the  value  of  twelve 
beaver  ikins  for  every  bundle  taken  down 
to  the  faflory,  and  the  lame  for  every 
bundle  of  goods  brought  back.  In  thip 
manner  are  they  employed  for  fix  months 
in  the  year,  and  thereby  prevented  from 
attending  to  their  hunting  excurfions  ;  in 
which,  during  the  time  they  are  thus  im¬ 
properly  engaged,  they  might  have  col¬ 
lected  a  great  quantity  of  furs.  But  this 
is  not  all  :  as  they  luppofe  the  Company 
cannot  do  without  them,  they  fet  a  greater 
value  on  their  l'erviccs,  and  omit  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  letting  the  factors  know, 
that  they  are  able  to  form  a  proper  efti- 
mate  of  their  confequence.” 

“  The  Company  infhuCt  their  faClors  to 
affert  an  indifputable  right  to  all  the  terri¬ 
tories  about  Iludfon’s  Bay,  not  only  in¬ 
cluding  the  Straits,  with  all  the  rivers, 
inlets,  &c.  therein ;  but  likewile  to  all 
the  countries,  lakes,  Sic.  indefinitely  to 
the  wellwaid,  explored  and  unexplored. 
They  therefore  ftigmatize  the  Canadian 
merchants  with  the  infulting  epithets  of 
pedlars,  thieves,  and  interlopers,  though 
the  quantity  of  furs  imported  by  them- 
felves  bears  no  companion  to  thofe  lent 
from  Canada  ;  and  our  Author  alks,  “  if 
this  unbounded  claim  to  territory  be 
founded  in  juftice,  why  the  Company 
does  not  apply  to  Parliament  to  remove 
thefe  indufhious  pedlars,  and  prevent  their 
any  longer  encroaching  on  their  terri¬ 
tories  ?”  But  further,  “  if  the  Canadian 
traders  can  adduce  any  profit  to  themfelves 
by  profecuting  the  inland  traffic,  what 
are  not  the  Kudfon’s  Bay  Company  en¬ 
abled  to  do,  with  every  advantage  on  their 
fide  ?  The  former  pay  their  fervants  four 
times  the  falary  which  the  latter  do $  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  they  have  to  en¬ 
counter  arc  much  greater  ;  the  diltance 
front  Montreal  to  the  interior  country  is 
immenfe  ;  fo  that  when  put  in  compari- 
fon  with  the  advantages  and  conveniencics 
of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  they  will 
not  admit  of  the  flighted  companion.— 
The  goods  which  the  latter  land  in  the 
country  in  Auguft,  are  realized  in  Lon¬ 
don  the  enfuing  autumn  ;  whereas  the 
Canadian  merchants  are  always  two  years 
in  advance  ;  the  goods  which  are  lent 
from  Montreal  in  May,  making  no  returns 
in  the  London  market  till  two  years 
afterwards.’’  Yet,  notwithftandir.g  all 
thefe  advantages,  the  Company,  according 
to  Mr.  Umfreville’s  calculations,  do  not 
import  from  all  their  l'ettlcments  fo  many 
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furs  in  four  years  as  thefe  poor  pedlars  do 
in  one. — He  means  export  from  Canada 
to  England. 

In  reply  to  the  ftatcment  of  the  high 
falaries  given  by  the  Canadians,  we  are 
authorised  to  fay,  that  though  they  do 
give  fome  of  their  fervants  greater  wages 
than  the  Company,  the  exorbitant  prices 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  for  goods,  l'uch 
as  clothing,  See.  is  more  than  adequate  to 
their  advanced  falaries,  fo  greatly  ex- 
aggerated  by  our  Author. 

In  fine,  Mr.  Umfreville  confiders  the 
Hudfon’s  Bay  Company  as  a  baneful 
monopoly,  which  ought  to  be  abolilhed ; 
and  he  writes  purpofely  to  accomplilh  the 
laying  open  the  trade,  which  was  attempt¬ 
ed  in  Parliament  by  a  Bill  brought  into  the 
Houfe  “  by  the  late  A  Dobbs,  Efq.  and 
fevei  ai  other  patrioticGentlemenjbut  itinif- 
carried,  becaufe  the  intereft  of  the  Company 
unfortunately  prevailed.”  Our  Author  re¬ 
news  the  attack,  but,  we  are  of  opinion, 
with  much  lei's  probability  of  l'uccels, 
though  he  reprefents  the  prefent  national 
advantages  derived  from  the  trade 
carried  on  under  the  exclufive  charter,  as 
very  inconfiderable  indeed,  in  comparifon 
of  the  benefits  it  would  receive  from  an 
open  trade. 

If  our  fpirited  Minifter,  and  his  intelli¬ 
gent  coadjutor  Lord  Hawkefbuiy,  who 
prefidcs  at  the  Committee  of  Council  for 
all  affairs  of  Commerce  and  Plantations, 
had  believed  his  reprefentations  of  faffs, 
and  thought  his  arguments  unanlwerable, 
they  would  certainly  have  availed  them- 
lelves  of  l’uch  an  opportunity  to  improve 
the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the  nation, 
to  which  they  are  ever  attentive. 

Our  readers  are  now  in  pofl’eflion  of 
the  principal  charges  againlf  the  Com¬ 
pany,  though  there  is  a  long  catalogue  of 
lei's  moment  to  fwell  the  account ;  and  it 
is  proper,  in  this  place,  to  take  up  their 
defence. 

We  will  go  regularly  through  the 
work,  dating  and  correcting  its  mani¬ 
fold  errors,  or  wilful  mifreprelentations. 

The  Company,  according  to  Mr.  U. 
employ  only  315  men,  including  75 
teamen  on  board  the  two  (hips  and  a  Hoop, 
which  they  annually  fend  out  with  fundry 
articlesof  merchandize,  and  to  bring  home 
their  peltries.  By  this  (fatement  they  have 
about  140  perfons  rtfiding  in  their  lstile- 
ments  ;  “  what  a  pitiful  lervice  !’’  exclaims 
Mr.U.  but  our  unbiased  and  accurate  in¬ 
formant  declares,  there  aie  near  500  per- 
lons  employed  by  the  Company  in  the 
country,  exclufive  of  the  liamen  ;  yet  on 
this  falfe  computation  Mr.  Umfreville 


builds  his  bold  affertion,  that  fitch  ex- 
clu five  monopolies  are  the  bane  of  national 
affluence. 

In  deferibing  the  manners,  cuftoms. 
See.  of  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Indians,  he  lays, 
they  were  originally  tall,  properly  pro¬ 
portioned,  ftrongly  made,  and  of  as  manly 
an  appearance  as  any  people  whatever. 
This,  however,  was  before  the  Europeans 
had  enervated  and  debaled  their  minds  and 
bodies,  by  introducing  fpirituous  liquors 
among  them,  and  habituating  them  t« 
fevere  courfes  of  drinking.  He  then 
charges  the  Company’s  faflors  with  the 
highly  criminal  practice  of  intoxicating 
them  with  that  viie  unwholtlbine  fluff 
Englifh  Brandy,  for  which  they  will 
barter  away  all  their  furs  ;  and  in  an¬ 
other  place  he  fays,  the  factors  reduce 
its  Arength  one -half  by  adding  water, 
and  then  make  them  exchange  it  for  furs, 
on  the  footing  of  the  Company’s  ftand- 
ard  brandy.  See  page  88.  But  our 
friend,  on  the  contrary,  fays,  “  I  have  in 
general  found  the  Company’s  fervants 
very  backward  in  trading  liquors  with 
the  Indians;  and  they  commonly  pro¬ 
pole  to  them  exchanges  of  ufeful  articles 
for  their  furs,  nor  <Jo  they  in  any  relpecfc 
encourage  the  natural  propenfity  of  tliefe 
people  to  d  1  ink.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Canadians  were  the  firft  that  introduced 
Ipirits  in  their  trade  with  the  Indians, 
and  thus  encouraged  drunkennels  among 
the  natives;  and  I  confider  it  as  a 
cunning  device  ;  for  their  trading  goods, 
in  general,  are  fo  much  inferior  to  thofe 
of  the  Company,  that  v.  ere  it  not  for  the 
large  flock  of  double-dilfilled. Ipirits  im¬ 
ported  by  the  Canadians,  they  having  at 
leaft  three  times  the.  quantity  of  the 
Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  they  would 
have  but  a  very  inconfiderable  Ihare  of 
furs  procured  by  the  natives.” 

Ignorant  as  we  wifh  to  be  of  Mr, 
Umfreville’s  motives  for  giving  a  falfe 
ftatement  of  the  prefent  trade  of  the 
Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  it  is  a  duty  we 
owe  to  the  community  to  fubmic  to  the 
judgment  of  our  readers  the  two  following 
very  different  accounts  of  this  bufinefs, 
efpecially  as  there  are  but  too  many 
malcontents  at  home,  who  are  ever  ready- 
to  circulate  any  falfe  rumours  of  the 
decline  of  our  commerce  in  any  branch, 
which  may  furnilh  an  opportunity  of 
declaiming  againlf  the  exiflmg  AdminU 
llration  of  Government. 

Our  Author  afferts,  p.  81.  “  That 
York  Fort  at  this  time  has  four  fubordi- 
nnte  fettlements ;  at  which  lettlements, 
conjointly,  the  Company  allow  100  fer¬ 
vants. 
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▼ants,  whofe  wages  amount  to  about 
1860I.  per  annum ;  befides  a  (loop  of  60 
tons,  that  makes  a 'voyage  once  a  year 
between  York  Fort  and  Severn  Faflories. 
To  tlifeharge  thefe  exptnees,  they  receive 
upon  an  average  from  them  all  about 
*5,000  fkins.  In  the  year  1748  the 
complement  of  men  at  that  feitlement 
was  no  more  than  13,  whofe  wages 
amounted  to  470I.  per  annum,  and  the 
trade  then  (food  at  jo.ocofkins  one  year 
with  another.  The  other  eflablifhmetits 
which  the  Company  maintain  in  the  Bay, 
kavefuffered  the  like  proportional  change, 
all  decreafing  in  trade,  and  bearing  addi¬ 
tional  incumbrances.’* 

The  authentic  information  given  by 
•ur  friend  runs  thus  : — “York  Fort  and 
its  lubordinati  fettlements  have  conjointly 
near  200  men  ;  and  in  the  fame  ye  trihat 
Mr.  Umfieville  publitltetl  his  book  they 
had  about  4.0,000  infleadof  15,00®  (kins. 
His  Aaiidnrd  of  trade  is  noforioufly 
wreng,  for  there  is  Icarcely  an  article 
which  he  might  not  have  doubled,  and 
to  lome  have  added  ten-fold,  to  come 
nearer  to  a  juft  calculation.  The  fail  is, 
that  the  Company's  trade  in  general,  at 
this  time,  is  greatly  increafed,  and  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  his  calculation.” 

Again,  p.  Si.  “  If  the  Indian  would 
pnrehafe  a  gallon  of  hrandy,  he  mull 

!;ive  after  the  rate  of  eight  beaver  (kins 
or  it,  as  it  is  always  one  half,  and  fome- 
times  two  thirds,  water  *.  The  confe- 
qtience  of  this  griping  way  of  trade  is  m 
lilt  end  very  huitful  to  the  Company,  as 
the  Canadians,  in  the  interior  country, 
underfill  them  in  every  article.” 

This  is  comradifted,  on  the  fame  au¬ 
thority. — “  I  never  found  the  Canadian 
traders  underlet)!  the  Company  j  but,  in 
geneial,  when  they  had  fettlements  in  the 
vicinity  of  each  other,  they  dealt  nearly 
upon  an  equality ;  but  the  Company’s 
goods  being  fo  much  fuperior,  always 
had  the  preference.’’ 

There  is  lbmething  fo  very  outre  in  a 
paragraph  p.  88,  that  we  imagine  a  copy, 
without  aniinadverfion,  will  be  i'ufhciei.t 
to  (liew  tlie  prejudice  and  animofity 
agaiull  the  Company's  terrains  which  has 
governed  Mi  .U.’s  pen  in  this  work  ;  “  l  he 
feme  unfair  dealing  is  prad'tiled  through¬ 
out  every  hranth  of  the  trade,  fo  that  it 


would  be  fuperfliious  to  produce  many 
examples.  Let  it  i'uffice  to  ftjte  the  value 
of  a  gallon  of  Englifh  fpirits  in  London, 
and  the  return  it  makes  at  the  fame 
market.  The  Company  pay  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-pence  a  gallon  j  this,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  factors’  manner  of  trading 
before-mentioned,  produces  eight  beaver 
(kins,  weighing  about  ?o!b.  which  at 
the  medium  of  12s.  per  lb.  amount 
to  61.  fterling  ; — a  very  confiderahle  pro¬ 
fit  truly  on  the  i'uin  of  is.  8d.  But  even 
this  is  fometimes  exceeded  ;  for  I'uppofing 
a  gallon  of  brandy  traded  for  oner  (kins, 
the  gains  are  dill  more  confiderahle,  the 
return  then  will  be  about  8 1 .  fterling.”— - 
It  is  a  wonder  f'ome  of  thef’e  tailors  do 
not  return  home,  and  make  as  good  a 
figure  as  Eaft-India  Nabobs. 

Mr.  Umfieville  fays,  “  If  the  Indian 
happens  to  fall  in  the  way  of  the  Canadian 
traders,  and  is  unable  to  refill  the  tempt¬ 
ation  of  fpirituous  hquors,  he  will 
part  with  his  furs  for  their  commodities, 
which  he  can  get  much  cheaper  than  at 
the  Company’s  fettlements.”  .  This 
reafoning  is  nugatory  in  itfelf ;  for  if  the 
Indians  Could  get  go6ds  cheaper  of 
the  Canadians  than  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  it  would  be  an  a£l  of  prudence 
to  deal  with  them,  independent  of  the 
temptation  of  fpirituous  liquors.  But 
our  C01  refpondent  denies  the  fail;  and 
affirms,  that  the  Indians  will  come  50a 
miles  to  the  Company’s  factories,  when 
a  Canadian  houlc  is  within  100  miles  of 
them. 

As  to  the  accufation  of  cruelly  whick 
Mr.  Umfieville  brings  agaiull  the  Go¬ 
vernor  under  whom  he  lerved,  it  is  a 
fubjtcl  for  judicial  enquiry  rather  than 
criticifin  :  we  muff,  however,  obl’erve, 
that  his  opponent  gives  no  ct  edit  tu  it, 
but  afciibes  it  to  pique  and  refcntinent.— 
and  if  it  be  groundlefs,  we  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  a  more  dangerous  libel  ;  for  it 
proceeds  to  a  declaration  that,  “  in  con- 
fequtnce  of  his  tyrannical  uftge  of  the 
Indians,  the  trade  gradually  full  off ;  the 
iulerelts  of  his  matters  had  been  much  hurt; 
the  greateft  part  of  them  retorted  to  the 
Canadians  trading  inland  ;  the  trade  was 
thereby  diverted  into  another  channel  j 
and  the  oppreftbr,  as  well  as  the  Com¬ 
pany,  pay  dear  for  his  unl'eatonable 


*  If  this  be  true,  it  overturns  a  reproach  he  makes  in  another  part  of  his  work,  re- 
fpedlng  the  fatal  etfeCls  of  llrong  fpirituous  liquors,  fuch  as  vile  Englifh  brandy,  on  tbefo 
poor  Indians.  It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company  export 
bomc-made  fpirits,  which  pay  duty  to  ti  e  Crown,  whereas  tire  Canadians  have  their 
fpirits  duty  free,  and  douhle-diitiikd, 
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lights  of  paflion.  Englifh,  as  well  as 
Indians,  felt  the  weight  of  his  oppreffive 
temper,  which  ditful'ed  its  corroding 
effcift  to  every  obje&.  Domeftic  liappi- 
nefs  was  a  ftrangsr  to  his  table,  and  his 
meflinates  lived  a  moll  unhappy  life, 
tinder  the  rod  of  this  unrelenting  talk- 
matter.” 

Onr  more  liberal  friend  admits  that  this 
G  overnor  wa;  naffionate  ;  but  adds,  that 
lie  had  many  good  qualities  to  balance 
the  bad,  and  denies  his  cruelty  to  the 
Indians. 

It  is  ftrange  that  fo  old  a  fervant  as 
Mr.  Umfreville  Ihould  alfert,  p.  97, 
“  That  the  Company  confitts  at  prelent 
but  o (  /even  |>erfons  ;  which  ('mail  num¬ 
ber  wilely  think,  that  fo  long  as  they  can 
Dure  a  comfortable  dividend,  there  is  no 
occalion  for  their  embarking  in  additional 
cxpences,  in  order  to  profecute  dil- 
soveries  which  might  tranlpire  to  the 
world,  and  endanger  the  whole.” — The 
Handing  Committee  of  the  Company  con¬ 
fitts  of  nine  proprietors  ;  and  the  veiy  de¬ 
nomination  of  a  Committee  indicates  more 
members  — 1 The  names  of  the  Committee 
may  be  found  in  the  Annual  Court  and 
City  Regitters,  Calendars,  &c.  called 
the  Red  Books,  and  we  do  not  under- 
Hand  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in 
•btaining  a  lift  of  the  whole  Company  : 
at  all  events,  however,  it  is  evident  that 
the  Committee  alone  cannot  lhare  a  com¬ 
fortable  dividend. 

The  laft  important  contradiftion  we 
(hall  notice  is,  that  at  p.  284  he  lays. 


“  The  only  reward  the  Indians  have  for 
a  fervice,”  which  the  reader  will  remember 
lie  had  called  itftupidity  for  the  Company 
to  employ  them  in,  but  which  he  her* 
ohferves  is  a  confiderabie  laving  to  the 
Company,  “  is  the  value  of_/fjr  beavtr 
ikir.s  (inftead  of  twelve  in  the  former 
quotation),  and  the  further  gratification 
of  a  little  brandy.’’ 

Independent  of  the  commercial  part  of 
the  work,  Mr.  Umfreville’ s  book  is  not 
in  other  refpe&s  (as  in  the  natural  hil- 
toiy,  &cc.  of  the  country)  accurately 
written ;  as  we  find  by  the  notes  of 
our  friend,  who  leems  to  have  paid 
clofe  attention  to  every  particular  de- 
feription  of  a  country  in  which  he  re- 
lidcd  four  years.  But  the  length  to 
which  we  have  alreadv  extended  this 
article  upon  public  principles,  obliges  ua 
to  fuppreis  his  judicious  oblcrvatious  on 
minuter  inaccuracies,  which  navigators, 
naturalifts,  and  I’enfible  relldents  on  the 
fpot,  will  eafily  correct.  We  (hall,  thcre- 
iore,  conclude  with  declaring  that,  after 
an  extenfive  enquiry  amongft  mercantile 
people,  we  have  found  that  the  Hudion’s 
Bay  Company  merit  the  continuance  of  a 
charter  they  do  not  appear  to  have 
abufed  ;  and  that  the  nation  could  not  be 
benefited  by  altering  the  mode  of  carry, 
ing  on  this  branch  of  trade,  more  efpeci-' 
ally  lince  the  Canada  open  trade  enlarges 
the  intercourie,  and  cccalions  an  addi¬ 
tional  export  of  our  iiianufaftures. 

M. 
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trpHEprefent  publication  is  of  confrder- 
*  able  importance  to  the  Philolbpher, 
the  Politician,  and  the  Moralitt.  It  dif- 
eloies  a  variety  of  fafls  which  aftonilh  a 
mind,  unaccultomed  to  contemplate  the 
laws  of  nature,  of  civil  polity,  and  the 
fublime  lyftem  of  Chriltian  morality  ; 
it  unfolds  ibme  principles  which,  from 
their  1  pec  iou  lit  el's  and'  novelty,  ate  well 
worthy  the  conlideration  of  all  claffcs  of 
mtn. 

To  obferve  an  extenfive,  uninhabited, 
and  very  remote  region,  lituate  in  the 
in  id  It  of  valt  and  aimed  impenetrable  fo- 
relts,  rile  of  the  Hidden,  as  it  were  by  in- 
chantment,  to  the  degree  of  population, 
cultivation,  fplendour,  and  political  con- 
ltquence,  in  the  manner  detailed  by  our 
author,  mull  excite  the  higheft  degree  of 
wonder  and  fur  prize  ;  nay,  it  borders  fo 
nearly  on  the  marvellous,  that  we  Ihould 


not  credit  it  without  the  fulled  evidence 
of  the  fafts.  But  as  it  does  appear  from 
the  tedintony  of  all  the  late  writers  who 
have  written  on  the  liibjeft,  that  tha 
Weflprn  Territory  of  the  United  State* 
was  gener  dly  without  Settlers  at  the  con- 
clulion  of  the  late  war,  and  that  by  an  A£l 
ofCongrefsof  the  4th  of  February  1791, 
it  is  declared,  that  on  the  id  of  June  179  a 
“  The  new  State  of  Kentucky  lhall  b* 
received  and  admitted  into  the  Union  as  ti 
new  and  entire  Member  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  a  conviflion  ne- 
celTarily  relults,  that  a  Slate  has  been  po¬ 
pulated,  cultivated,  and  progteffed  I'o  far 
as  to  have  edablilhed  for  itfelf  a  charaffer 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  in  the  fliori 
ipace  of  nine  years. 

There  are  alio  other  circumdancei 
which  induce  11s  to  give  credit  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  Work.  It  appears  from  the  Afts  of 
F  z  Cgnurefs, 
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Congrefe,  that  they  have  hkewife  efta- 
blifhed  a  Government  over  a  lately  fettled 
dibrifct  denominated  ‘‘  The  Territory 
North  Weir  ot  the  Ohio:”  that  they  have 
admitted,  on  the  4th  of  March  1791,  ano¬ 
ther  new  State  under  the  name  and  bile  of 
“  The  Stale  ot  Vermont;”  and  that  from 
the  late  cenfus  taken  of  tije  inhabitants  it 
appears  probable,  that  ten  ycais  more  will 
iuinifli  three  or  four  more  additional  links 
to  what  in  that  country  is  emphatically 
termed  the  Federal  Chain. 

The  airangement  and  byle  of  this  Au¬ 
thor,  conftdering  him  as  a  foldier  and 
land-furveyor,  which  appear  to  have 
been  his  particular  avocations,  are  not 
conterrrptible,  but  on  the  contrary  Teem 
capable  of  making  an  impreffion  favour¬ 
able  to  the  literary  talents  of  his  country¬ 
men. 

V/efhall  conclude  with  the  feleflion  of 
a  few  pafiag.  s  from  the  book,  and  ex- 
preffmg  a  wiih  that  it  had  been  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  correct  and  particular  map 
of  the  country  he  delcribes. 

“  Tiie  calculated  life  of  the  American 
empire,  which  thcle  letters  contain,  will 
siot,  1  think,  appear  extravagant,  when 
we  recollect  the  rapid  brides  which  have 
advanced  it  to  its  prefen t  flourilhing  bate 
of  wealth  and  population. 

“  In  the  L  fe  of  Edward  Drink“r, 
which  was  publilhed  in  Philadelphia, 
April  1783  ■*,  are  contained  thefe  rpmai^- 
able  particulars :  , 

“  Edward  Drinker  was  born  in  a  cot¬ 
tage  in  r6S8,  on  the  l'pot  where  the  city 
pf  Philadelphia  now  bands,  which  was 
inhabited,  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  by 
Indians,  and  a  few  Swedes  and  Hol¬ 
landers. 

“  He  often  talked  of  picking  black¬ 
berries,  and  catching  wild  rabbits,  where 
tins  populous  city  is  now  leated.  He  re¬ 
membered  tiie  arrival  of  William  Penn, 
and  tifcd  to  point  out  the  fpot  where  ihe 
cabin  bood  in  winch  that  adven'urer  and 
his  friends  were  accommodated  on  their 
an  ival. 

“  He  faw  the  fame  fpot  of  earth,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  own  life,  covered  with  woods 
pnd  bufhes,  the  receptacles  of  wild  beads 
a  d  birds  of  prey,  afterward*  become  the 
feat  of  a  great  and  floui  idling  city,  not 
only  the  firb  in  wealth  and  arts  111  Ame¬ 
rica,  but  equalled  but  by  few  in  Eu¬ 
rope, 

He  faw  fplendid  churches  rife  upon 
ntorafl'es,  where  he  tiled  to  hear  nothing 
bat  the  croaking  of  hogs  ;  great  vvhaifs 
and  vtarehonlts,  where  lie  had  otten  fetn 
favagL.s  draw  their  filh  from  the  river  ;  he 

See  this  Article  in  our  Mag 
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faw  that  river  afterwards  receiving  fhips 
and  merchandize  from  every  part  of  the 
globe,  which,  in  his  youth,  had  nothing 
bigger  than  an  Indian  canoe. 

“  He  had  been  the  ftihjeft  of  many 
crowned  heads  ;  hut  when  he  heard  of  the 
opprediveand  unconttitutional  Afls  paffed 
in  Britain,  he  bought  them  all,  and  gave 
them  to  his  grandfons  to  make  kites  of  ; 
and  embracing  the  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  his  country,  after  feeing  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  end  of  the  Britifh  empiie  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  after  triumphing  in  the 
edabliflunent  of  freedom,  he  died  in  No¬ 
vember  1781. 

“  I  repeat,  that  when  we  recollefl  the 
.  wonderful  changes  which  have  taken  place 
during  the  life  of  one  man,  in  Pennlyl- 
vatiia,  under  all  the  difadvantages  with 
which  the  population  of  that  country  was 
ai  tended,  as  well  as  the  red  of  America, 
poderity  will  not  deem  it  extraordinary, 
fhould  they  dnd  the  country  fettled  quite 
acrofs  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  lei’s  than 
another  century.” 

“  It  naturally  druck  me,  that  there  was 
fomething  in  climate  that  debafed  or  ele¬ 
vated  the  human  foul.  That  chill  penury 
which  a  derile  country  and  damp  cold  cli¬ 
mate  produces,  in  accumulating  the  wants 
of  men,  had  increafed  their  dependance, 
which  at  once  Caps  the  did  principles  of 
man,  I  conceived  that  in  the  infancy  of 
the  world  men  in  temperate  climates  had 
retained  their  freedom  longed.  Thus  in 
England  you  have  enjoyed  a  conlkterablp 
(ha.eof  liberty,  while  aimed  all  Europe 
have  differed  under  the  fetters  of  an  odious 
defpotiiin  The  perfection  of  arts  will 
melionpe  thp  condition  of  man  in  every 
part  of  the  world  ;  but  the  melioration  of 
government  and  education  mud  take  place 
before  he  will  by  able  to  refume  his  pnltine 
dignity. 

f*  From  Limedone  to  Licking  Creese 
the  country  is  immenfely  rich,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  cane,  rye-grals,  and  the  native 
clover,  Tl^:  cane  is  a  reed  which  grows 
to  the  height  frequently  of  fifteen  or  lix- 
teen  feet,  but  moit  generally  about  ten  or 
twelve  feet,  and  is  in  thicknefs  from  the 
fize  of  agooie-quill  to  that  of  two  inches  dia¬ 
meter  ;  fometuues,  yet  leldom,  it  is  larger. 
When  it  is  bender,  it  never  grows  higher 
than  from  four  to  feven  feet ;  it  dioots  up 
in  one  dimmer,  but  produces  no  leaves 
until  the  following  year.  It  is  an  tver- 
gieen,  and  is,  perhaps,  the  mod  nourifh- 
ing  food  for  cattle  upon  earth.  No  other 
milk  or  butter  lias  fuch  flavour  and  rich- 
neis  as  that  which  is  produced  from  cows 
which  feed  upon  cane.  Holies  which  feed 
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upon  it  work  nearly  as  well  as  if  they  were 
fed  upon  corn,  provided  care  is  taken  to 
give  them,  once  in  three  or  four  days,  a 
handful  of  fait,  otherwife  this  food  is 
liable  to  heat  and  bind  their  bowels.  The 
rye-grafs,  when  it  arrives  to  maturity,  is 
from  two  feet  and  a  half  high  to  three  and 
a  half,  and  the  head  and  beard  refembles 
the  real  rye,  and  fometimes  produces  a 
fmall  grain,  long  and  flender,  not  unlike 
rye.  Whether  cultivation  would  bring  it 
to  the  fame  perfection,  I  can  form  no  idea  ; 
jt  is,  however,  ceriain,  that  it  is  a  very 
good  and  valuable  grafs.  The  clover  is  in 
no  refpeft  different  from  the  clover  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  but  as  it  is  more  coarfe  and  luxu¬ 
riant.  There  is  a  variety  of  other  kinds 
of  grafs,  which  are  found  in  different 
places  ;  but  I  have  only  mentioned  the 
two  former,  they  being  cfteemed  the  moft 
valuable.” 

“  Here  is  found  all  the  variety  of  foil 
and  climate  neceffiny  to  the  culture  of 
every  kind  of  grain,  fibrous  plants,  cot¬ 
ton,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  all  forts  of 
provifions.  The  Upper  Seitleinents  on  the 
Ohio  produce  chiefly  wheat,  oats,  bai  ley, 
rye,  Indian  corn  or  maize,  hemp  and  flax. 
The  fruits  are,  apples,  pears,  cherries, 
peaches,  plums,  ftrawbetries,  rafpberries, 
currants,  gooleberries,  and  grapes.  Of 
culinary  plants  and  vegetables  there  are, 
turnips,  potatoes,  carrots,  parlhips,  cym- 
biline  or  fquafh,  cucumbers,  peale,  beans, 
afparagus,  cabbages,  brocoli,  celery,  and 
fallads ;  be..des  which  there  are  melons 
and  herbs  of  every  fort.  The  provili  on 
confiits  of  beef,  pork,  mutton,  real,  and 
a  variety  of  poultry,  fuch  as  ducks,  Muf- 
covy  ducks,  turkies,  geefe,  dunghill 
fowls,  and  pigeons.  The  fuperfluous 
provifions  are  lo:d  to  the  emigrants,  who 
are  continually  palling  through  thole  fet- 
tlements  in  their  route  to  the  different  dis¬ 
tricts  of  country,  and  which  I  have  enu¬ 
merated.  Some  confiderable  quantity  of 
ipirits  diddled  from  rye,  and  likewil’e  cy¬ 
der,  are  fent  down  the  river  to  a  market, 
jo  thofe  infant  fcttkmcnts  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  have  not  had  time  to  bring  or¬ 
chards  to  3iiy  perfection,  or  have  not  a 
fuperfluity  of  grain  to  diltil  into  fpirits. 
The  beef,  pork,  and  flour,  are  difpofed  of 
jn  the  fame  way.  T he  flax  and  hemp  are 
packed  on  horfes,  and  lent  acrofs  the 
mountain  to  the  inland  towns  of  Penn- 
fylvania  and  Maryland  ;  and  (as  I  hinted 
in  a  former  lptter)  in  a  few  years,  when 
grazing  forms  the  principal  objeClof  thofe 
fettlers,  they  "ill  always  find  amarket  for 
their  cattle  at  Philadelphia,  Batimore,  and 
Alexandria. 
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“  Tiiefe  fettlements  might  produce  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fugar,  but  hither¬ 
to  what  they  have  made  has  ft-rved  for  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  home  confumption,  a; 
every  part  of  the  back  country  from  lat. 
4a0  to  36°  produces  fuch  an  abundance  of 
nte  fugar  maple-tree  as  would  be  equal  to 
furnifh  fugar  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  earth  ;  and  to  fend  it  to  any  of  the 
market  towns  on  the  Atlantic,  is  too  far 
to  be  profitable  until  the  canals  of  thePo,- 
towinac  (hall  have  been  finifhed.  That 
country  produces  alfo  all  the  pot-herbs 
which  are  common  in  Europe  :  feveral 
kinds  of  nuts  glow  in  the  forelts,  fuch  as 
chefnuts,  hickory,  and  black  walnuts. 
The  mountains,  hills,  and  uninhabited 
part,  abound  in  deer,  wild  turkies,  and  a 
fpecies  of  groufe  which  are  called  by  the 
Americans  promifeuoufly  partridge  or 
pheafant.  There  is  an  abundance  of  wild¬ 
fowl,  as  is  indeed  the  cafe  in  every  part 
of  the  weftern  country  :  to  enumerate 
thefe  could  prove  neither  amufement  nor 
inftru£lion. 

“  Linen  arfd  woollen  cloths, leather,  and 
hats,  for  home  confumption,  are  manu- 
faflured  with  confiderable  fuccefs.  The 
two  fill!  articles  are  only  made  in  fami¬ 
lies  for  their  own  ul'e  ;  but  the  latter  are 
made  by  men  of  profclfion  in  that  bufi- 
neis,  and  are  of  a  quality  that  would  not 
difgrace  the  mechanics  of  Emope.  Black- 
Imith’s  wGik  of  all  forts,  even  to  making 
fire-arm?,  is  done  there;  as  is  alio  cabi- 
net-woik,  wheel-wright,  mill-wright, 
houfe-carpentry,  joinery,  flioe  making, 
&c.  &c.  ;  in  Inort,  all  the  trades  imme¬ 
diately  neceflaiy  to  the  piomotion  of  the 
comforts  of  new  fettlements  are  to  be 
found  here.” 

‘‘We  have  various  other  minerals,  fuch 
as  iron  (which  is  the  moft  ufeful),  cop¬ 
per,  lead,  fulphur,  nitre,  &c.  &c.  Iroiv 
ore  is  found  in  great  plenty  upon  the 
northern  branches  of  Licking  Creek,  and 
likewife  upon  the  waters  of  Green  Liver, 
A  lead  mine  lias  been  worked  many  years 
with  confiderable  profit,  which  lies  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  upon  the  waters 
of  the  Great  Kanhaway.  There  is  ano¬ 
ther  between  the  Cumberland  and  Tena- 
lee  rivers,  which  is  faid  to  be  very  valu¬ 
able,  and  its  ore  is  more  pure  than  arty 
other  which  has  been  difeovered  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  But  the  lead  mine  on  the  Miffififippi 
nmft  piove  inexiiauftible.  It  extends 
from  the  mouth  of  Rock  River  more  than 
100  miles  upwards.  Belides  thefe  tlieie 
are  feveral  others,  fome  of  which  lie  on 
the  Spanilh  fide  of  the  Miffiflippi,  and 
have  bctu  uied  for  years  pail.  Copper 
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mines  have  been  difcovered  in  feveral 
places,  but  the  mine  on  the  Wa'oalh  is, 
perhaps,  the  richeft  vein  of  native  copper  in 
the  bowels  of  the  wholeearth,  and, no  doubt, 
will  render  all  the  others  of  little  or  no 
value.  Sulphur  is  found  in  feveral  places 
in  abundance,  and  nitre  is  made  from 
earth  which  is  collected  from  caves  and 
other  places  to  which  the  wet  has  not  pe¬ 
netrated.  The  making  this  fait,  in  this 
country,  is  lb  common,  that  many  of  the 
letders  manufacture  their  own  gunpowder. 
This  earth  is  difcovered  in  greater  plenty 
on  the  waters  of  Green  River  than  it  is  in 
any  other  part  of  Kentucky  ;  but  perhaps 
ltill  farther  fouthward  it  will  be  found  in 
greater  plenty.  However,  it  is  lb  com¬ 
mon  in  every  part  of  the  country,  that  it 
plight  be  made  a  confiderable  article  for 
exportation,  I  have  heard  of  black-lead 
mines  upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  pro¬ 
cure  any  certain  information  refpefting 
them.  But  I  fhould  conceive  that  there 
tan  be  little  doubt  that,  when  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  particularly  the  mountainous 
par  ts  of  it,  are  well  explored,  all  the  ufe- 
jul  minerals  will  be  found  in  abundance.” 

“  A  log-houfe  is  very  foon  erefted,  and 
in  eonlequence  of  the  friendly  difpofition 
which  exifts  among  thofe  hofpitable  peo¬ 
ple,  e  very  neighbour  flew  to  the  affiftance 
of  each  other  upon  occafions  of  emer¬ 
gency.  Sometimes  they  were  built  of 
round  logs  entirely,  covered  with  rived 
afli  ftiingles,  and  the  interlaces  (topped 
v'lth  clay,  or  lime  and  fand,  to  keep  out 
the  weather.  The  next  object  was  to  open 
the  land  for  cultivation.  There  is  very 
little  under-wood  in  any  part  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  fo  that  by  cutting  up  the  cane,  and 
girdling  the  trees,  you  are  fure  of  a  crop 
of  corn.  The  fertility  of  the  foil  amply 
repays  the  labourer  for  his  toil ;  for  if  the 
large  trees  are  not  very  numerous,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  them  the  lugar  maple, - 
it  is  very  likely  trom  this  imperttCl  culti¬ 
vation,  that  the  ground  will  yield  from  50 
to  4o  bulhels  of  corn  to  the  acre.  The 
fecund  crcp  will  be  more  ample;  and  as 
the  /hade  is  removed  by  cutting  the  tim¬ 
ber  away,  great  part  of  our  land  will  pro¬ 
duce  from  70  to  100  bulhels  of  corn  from 
an  acre.  This  extraordinary  fertility 
enables  the  farmer  who  has  but  a  fmail 
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capital  to  increnfe  his  wealth  in  a  molt 
rapid  manner  (I  mean  by  wealth  the  com¬ 
forts  of  life).  His  cattle  and  hogs  will 
find  fuificient  food  in  the  woods,  not  only 
for  them  to  hub  lift:  upon,  but  to  fatten 
them.  His  horfes  want  no  provender  the 
greateft  part  of  the  year,  except  cane  and 
wild  clover  ;  but  he  may  afford  to  feed 
them  with  corn  the  fecond  year.  His 
garden,  with  little  attention,  produces 
him  all  the  culinary  roots  and  vegetables 
necelfary  for  his  table  ;  and  the  prolific  in- 
creale  of  his  hogs  and  poultry  will  furnilh 
him  the  fecond  year,  without  fearing  to 
injure  his  (lock,  with  a  plenty  of  animal 
food  ;  and  in  three  or  four  years  his  ftock- 
of  cattle  and  fheep  will  prove  fufiicient  to 
fupply  him  with  both  beef  and  mutton  ; 
and  he  may  continue  his  plan  at  the  lame 
time  of  increating  his  ftock  of  thofe  ufeful 
animals.  By  the  fourth  year,  provided 
he  ts  induftrious,  he  may  have  his  plan¬ 
tation  in  lufficient  good  order  to  build  a 
better' houfe,  which  he  can  do  either  of 
ftone,  brick,  or  a  framed  wooden  build¬ 
ing,  the  principal  articles  of  which  will1 
colt  him  little  more  than  the  labour  of 
himfelfand  domeftics  ;  and  he  may  rea¬ 
dily  barter  or  fell  fome  part  of  the  liiper- 
fluous  productions  of  his  farm,  which  it 
will  by  this  time  afford,  and  procure  Inch 
things  as  he  may  (land  in  need  of  for  the 
completion  of  his  building.  Apples, 
peaches,  pears,  &c.  &c.  he  ought  to  plant 
when  lie  finds  a  foil  or  eligible  fituation 
to  place  them  in,  as  that  will  not  hinder, 
or  in  any  degree  divert  him  from  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  aggrandizement.  I  have  taken 
no  notice  of  the  game  he  might  kill,  as  it 
is  more  a  facrifice  of  time  to  an  induf¬ 
trious  man  than  any  real  advantage. 

“  Suchhas  been  the  progrefs  of  the  fettle-  . 
ment  of  this  country,  from  dirty  lfations 
or  forts,  and  fmoky  huts,  that  it  has  ex¬ 
panded  into  fertile  fields,  blufhing  or- 
chaids,  pleafant  gardens,  luxuriant  lugar- 
groves,  neat  and  commodious  houf’es, 
riling  villages,  and  trading  towns.  Ten 
years  have  produced  a  difference  in  the 
population  and  comforts  of  this  country, 
winch  to  be  pourtrayed  in  juft  colours 
would  appear  marvellous.  To  have  im¬ 
plicit  fair h  or  belief  that  fuch  things  have 
happened,  it  is  firft  neceflary  to  be  (as  I 
have  been)  a  fpeftator  of  fuch  events.” 
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Voyages  and  Travels  of  an  Indian  Interpreter  and  Trader,  dcfcribing  the  Manners 
and  Cuftomsof  the  North  American  Indians  5  with  an  Account  ot  the  Polls  fitmted 
on  the  River  Saint  Lawrence,  Lake  Ontario,  &c.  To  which  is  added,  a  Vocabu¬ 
lary  of  the  Chippeway  Language,  See.  Sec.  By  J.  Long.  4-to.  15s.  Ro'bfon. 

THIS  is  a  work  of  very  conliderable  from  Quebec  and  Montreal  inland, 
nierit>  the  fruit  of  much  ingenuity,  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  territories  ot 
of  great  alliduity,  and  of  accurate  obler-  the  Hudlbn’s  Bay  Company  j  and  on  the 
vation  •  the  author  a  young  gentleman  South  by  thole  of  the  United  States  of 
of  a  refpeftable  family  and  connections,  America,  are  the  fubje&s  of  our  author's 
who  at  an  early  period  of  life  was  en-  hiltorical  and  commercial  narrative's  and 
gaged  as  an  articled  clerk  to  afiift  in  car-  deferiptions.  No  pains  have  been  fpared 
rying  on  that  branch  of  commerce,  called  render  them  as  intelligent  as  pofiible,  and 
the  Indian  Trade,  which  the  French  and  for  this  purpofe  an  elegantly-engraved 
F.nglilh  fettlers  in  Canada  tranfaft  with  Map  of  the  countries  jult  mentioned  is 
the  different  tribes  of  native  Indians  in  prefixed. 

that  part  of  North  America.  T.k  Weft-  We  have  had  the  further  fatisfaciion  of 
ern  countries  <A  Canada,  ftretching  taking  the.  opinion  of  the  fame  Friend 

:  Flcyvers  of  Copper, 
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v»ho  communicated  his  remarks  on  Um- 
freville’s  partial  account  of  the  Hudfon's 
Bay  Trade,  reviewed  in  our  lad  Maga¬ 
zine,  refpefiting  Mr.  Long’s  Voyages, 
and  whchad  it  in  his  power  to  cor¬ 
roborate  many  faffs,  and  to  confirm  the 
deferved  reputation  in  which  thefe  Voy¬ 
ages  are  held,  or  to  have  abated  it,  if  he 
hSd  found  jutt  caufe,  by  difcovering  any 
material  errors  or  mifreprefentation  either 
refpefling  the  nature  of  the  trade  defcribed, 
cr  the  very  entertaining  account  of  the  man¬ 
ners  and  cuftoms  of  the  Indian  nations ; 
and  this  gentleman  has  declared,  that 
thofe  parts  of  our  Author’s  Voyages  and 
Travels  of  which  he  has  a  perfonal 
knowledge,  arc  uncommonly  cor  reef,  and 
equally  candid.  With  fuch  tellimonials 
we  proceed  cheerfully  in  the  talk  of  gi$* 
ing  a  fatisfaftory  view  of  the  principal 
contents  of  the  work,  together  with  fome 
interefting  occurrences  and  anecdotes 
equally  new'  and  curious. 

Mr.  Long’s  firft  arrival  was  at  Quebec, 
the  capital  of  Canada,  concerning  which 
he  makes  the  following  hiftorical  remark, 
Jferving  in  fome  meafure  to  account  for  the 
fettling  of  that  part  of  the  country. 
“  When  the  Spaniards,  who  firft  dif- 
fcovercd  this  Northern  clime,  failed  part 
Cape  Kofiers  at  the  entrance  of  the  river 
St.  Laurence,  the  mountains  now  called 
the  mountains  of  Notre  Dame  were  co¬ 
vered  with  fiiow.  Such  a  profpeft  in  the 
fuinmer  fcafon  gave  them  a  very  unfavour¬ 
able  opinion  of  the  country,  and  they 
were  deterred  from  going  up  the  river, 
fuppofing  the  land  to  be  too  barren  to  re- 
eompenfe  their  labours  at  prefeni,  or  af¬ 
ford  any  future  advantage  ;  and  (be  fame 
impreffions  induced  them  to  call  it  Capo  di 
Nada,  or  Cape  Nothing,  by  which  name 
ft  is  defcribed  in  their  Charts,  and  from 
whence,  by  a  corruption  of  language, 
it  has  derived  its  prefent  name  of  Canada. 
The  river  St.  Laurence  takes  its  rife  from 
Lake  Nipiffin,  north  eaft  of  Lake  Supe¬ 
rior,  about  the  diftance  of  zooo  miles 
from  Quebec.  The  breadth  of  it  is  90 
miles  at  the  entrance,  and  it  is  navigable 
near  jog  miles  from  the  fea.  The  Ifle  of 
Orleans,  which  is  but  a  ffnall  diftance 
from  the  city,  is  a  beautiful  fpot  of 
ground,  about  twenty  miles  in  length 
and  fix  in  breadth.  The  fertility  of 
the  foil  makes  it  a  ufeful  and  valuable  gar¬ 
den,  infomuch  that  it  fupplies  the  capital 
with  vegetables  and  grain  in  great  abund¬ 
ance.  The  oppofite  village  of  Beau- 
pert  alio  charms  the  eye,  and  very  much 
heightens  the  feene,  which  is  rich,  10- 
piantic,  and  magnificent.” 


The  place  of  Mr.  Long’s  deftination 
was  Montreal,  at  which  he  arrived  Ikfe 
in  the  fuminer  of  the  year  1768,  and  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  a  relpeftable 
merchant  to  learn  the  Indian  Trade, 
which  is  the  chief  fupport  of  the  town. 
“  Montreal,  formerly  called  Villa  Marie, 
has  nothing  remarkable  in  it  at  prelent ;  it 
was  formerly  famous  for  a  great  fair,  which 
lafted  near  three  months,  and  was  refold¬ 
ed  to  by  the  Indians,  .who  came  from  the 
diftance  of  many  hundred  miles  to 
barter  their  peltry  for  Englifh  goods.” 
Being  at  once  prepoffeffed  in  favour  of 
the  Savages,  Mr.  Long  improved  daily  in 
their  tongue,  to  the  latisfaftion  of  his  em¬ 
ployer  ;  for  having  loon  acquired  the  names 
of  every  article  of  commerce  in  the  Iroquois 
and  French  languages,  the  Merchant  fo 
highly  approved  of  his  affiduity,  that  he 
wifhed  him  to  be  completely  qualified  in 
the  Mohawk  language,  to  enable  him  to 
traffic  with  the  Indians  in  his  abfcnce  ;  and 
for  that  purpol’e  lsnt  him  to  a  village  cal¬ 
led  Cahnuaga,  or  Cocknavaga,  fituated 
about  nine  miles  from  Montreal,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
where  be  lived  with  a  Chief  whofe  name 
was  AJJengethtcr,  until  he  was  fuffkiemly 
inflru£fed  in  the  language  His  deferip- 
tion  of  this  village,  and  of  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  is  animated  and  informing. 

“  Their  religion  is  Roman  "Catholic, 
and  they  have  a  French  Prieft,  or,  as  the 
Chippeway  Indians  term  it,  the  Majler 
of  Life's  Man,  who  inftrufts  them,  and 
performs  divine  fervice  in  the  Iroquois 
tongue.  Their  devotion  impreifed  my 
mind  too  powerfully  to  luffer  it  to  pals 
unnoticed,  and  indufes  me  to  obferve,  that 
great  praiie  is  due  to  their  pallors,  who,  by 
unwearied  ailiduity,  and  their  own  exem¬ 
plary  lives  and  converfation,  have  con¬ 
verted  a  favage  race  of  beings  from  Hea- 
thenifm  to  Chriftianity,  and  by  uniformity 
cf  conduft  continue  to  preferve  both 
their  religion  and  themfelves  in  the  efleein 
of  their  country ;  an  example  worthy 
of  imitation,  and  amounting  to  an  incon¬ 
trovertible  proof,  that  Nature,  in  her  moll 
degenerate  Hate,  may  be  reclaimed  by 
thefe  who  are  linpere  in  their  endeavours, 
gentle  ip  their  manners,  and  confident  in 
the  general  tenor  of  their  behaviour.” 

A  particular  account  of  the  Indians  of 
the  Five  and  Six  Nations  is  the  next  cu¬ 
rious  fubjeft  with  which  our  authorlnftrufls, 
and  entertains  his  readers  j  in  which  he 
appears  to  be  aftuated  by  the  vnoft  laud¬ 
able  motive,  viz.  a  wifti  to  enable  our  Go¬ 
vernment  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  their  con- 
fequence  in  a  political  point  of  view,  as 
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well  as  their  importance  on  account  of 
the  fur  trade  ;  becaute  the  vicinity  of  the 
American  territories  from  Georgia  to 
.Mr tv  England  gives  the  United  States  a 
great  command  and  influence  from  their 
lituation,  and  renders  them  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  even  the  French  were  in  the 
zenith  ot  their  American  power,  when 
it  was  univerfally  known  they  had  inch 
an  intereit  among  the  lavages  as  induced 
them  to  call  the  f  rench  their  Fathers,  and 
ot  which  lb  much  yet  remains  as  to 
prompt  them  to  retain  a  prediction  in 
favour  of  the  traders  of  the  Gallic  race 
who  are  fettled  amouglt  them.  A  proper 
historical  narrative  of  the  firll  lktlement 
ol  the  French  in  Canada  in  1603,  and 
of  the  conneftion  they  formed  with  the 
Savages  of  the  Five  Nations,  regularly 
conduits  to  the  more  modern  Hate  of 
thefe  Nations,  and  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourfes  with  them. 

“  Thefe  Five  Nations  claim  all  the  coun¬ 
try  fouth  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  to 
the  Ohio,  and  down  the  Ohio  to  the  Wa- 
bache,  which  lies  to  the  weltward  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  near  to  the  borders 
of  Virginia,  welterly  to  the  Lakes  Onta¬ 
rio  and  Eric  and  the  river  Miamis,  and 
the  eallern  boundaries  of  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain  and  the  United  States. 

“  The  league  of  the  Five  Nations  with 
each  other  relembles  that  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland.  The  firmnefs  of 
this  league,”  lays  our  author,  the  “  great 
extent  of  land  it  owns,  the  number  of 
great  warriors  it  produces,  and  the  un¬ 
daunted  courage  and  (kill  which  diltin- 
guifh  the  members  of  it  in  their  Cornells 
both  with  the  Savages  and  European 
nations  ;  all  tonfpire  to  prove  the  good 
policy  of  an  alliance  with  them  ;  as  it  is 
an  undoubted  fail,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  polls  (llipulated 
by  Mr.  Ol'wald’s  Treaty  to  be  fun endered 
to  the  American  States)  would  make 
but  a  feeble  reliltance  without  the  exer¬ 
tions  ot  thefe  Indian  Nations  ;  and  de¬ 
prived  of  the  Forts,  the  Fur  Trade  would 
loon  be  loll  to  Britain.”  The  lituation 
and  utility  of  each  of  thefe  barriers  or 
polls  is  then  leparately  and  ably  dil'culied, 
and  we  learn  that  they  are  not  yet  fur- 
rendered,  nor  (hould  they,  in  lound  poli¬ 
cy  ;  and  Mr.  Long  does  not  think  it  pro- 
baole  that  the  American  States  will  be 
able  lo  fulfil  the  Treaty  on  their  part,  fo 
as  to  enable  them  to  make  a  reafonable  de¬ 
mand,  Inch  a  claim  as  Government  mult 
ablblutely  admit.  Be  this  as  it  may,  here 
is  another  inltance  of  that  imbecility  or 
tieachery  which  has  almolt  conltantly 
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attended  all  our  negociations  carried  on 
and  concluded  at  Paris,  whether  with  the 
frencu  or  their  allies.  Our  countrymen 
will  be  aftonilhed,  after  reading  Mr. 
Long’s  delcnption  of  this  chain  of  poits, 
that  any  men  in  their  fenles  Ihould  have 
given  their  alfcnt  to  ruch  a  llipulation. 

Havmg  ilaye-i  with  his  employer  ieven 
years,  and  not  being  willing  to  enter  into 
a  new  engagement,  our  young  adventu- 
lei  determined  to  follow  the  bent  of  his 
inclinations  ;  and  being  naturally  of  a 
roving-  dilpohtion,  which  was  increafed 
by  frequent  affociations  with  the  Sava°es 
he  entered  a  volunteer  at  the  head  of  a 
party  of  Indians  ;  thinking  that  his  native 
country  rmght  at  fome '  future  period 
derive  advantage  from  his  more  intimate 
knowledge  at  the  country  and  its  lan¬ 
guage.  His  commencement  of  a  military 
ide  was  in  the  year  i775)  and  in  his  firll 
campaign  lie  was  twice  wounded  He 
then  joined  the  eighth  regiment  of 
foot  in  the  King’s  lervice,  and  beincr 
ordered  on  a  J'cout  at  the  head  of  ten  Ron- 
aaxe  Indians,  lie  naturally  enough  intro¬ 
duces  a  delcnption  of  Indian  fcouts,  and 
the  manner  of  Scalping,  a  horrid  mode 
of  torture  peculiar  to  the  Indians. 

An  account  of  the  chara&er  and  dif- 
poiition  of  the  Connecedaga  or  Rondaxe 
Indians,  with  remarks  on  the  Iroquois 
and  Cherokee  nations,  forms  the  next 
leblion  of  his  work.  Then  follows  a 
delcnption  ol  the  Indian  dances,  which 
are  many  and  various,  and  to  each  of 
them  there  is  a  particular  whoop.  They 
have  the  Calumet  dance,  the  War  dance, 
the  Chief’s  dance,  the  Set-out  dance, 
the  Scalp  dance,  the  Dead  dance,  die 
Pnloner’s  dance,  the  Return  dance,  the 
opear  dance,  the  Marriage  dance,  the 
Sacrifice  _  dance.  All  there  our  author 
was  perfectly  mailer  of,  frequently  lead¬ 
ing  file  fet.  Here  he  is  too  general; 
for  it  we  may  judge  by  the  whoie 
tenor  ^  ot  his  conduit,  we  are  war¬ 
ranted  to  hope,  that  he  never  led  the 
let  either  in  the  Scalp  dance  or  the 
Sacrifice  dance. 

A  defcription  is  given  of  Lake  Su¬ 
perior,  with  the  ceremony  of  Indian 
adoption,  which  is  as  follows  :  “  A  feall 
is  prepared  of  dogs  flelh  boiled  in 
bears  greafe,  with  huckle  berries,  of 
which  it  is  expeiled  every  one  Ihould  hear¬ 
tily  partake.  When  the  repaft  is  over  the 
--tong  is  fung  in  the  following  words  : 

‘  Muller  of  Life,  view  us  well  i  We  re- 
ceive  a  brother  warrior,  who  appears  to 
have  fenle,  ihews  ftrength  in  his  arm,  and 
tioes  not  refule  his  body  to  the  enemy.” 
After  the  war-fong,  if  the  perfon  does 
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not  difcovrr  any  fig  ns  of  fear,  he  is  re¬ 
garded  with  reverence  and  etdeem  ;  cou¬ 
rage,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Savages,  being 
con  fidered  not-  onlv  as  inddpenlablc,  but 
as  tire  greatcft  recommendation.  He  is 
then  fcated  on  a  beaver  lobe,  and  pvcfenf- 
ed  with  a  pipe  of  war  to  Imoke,  which  is 
put  round  to  every  W  arnor,  and  a  warn  - 
pum  belt  is  thrown  over  his  neck.  Vv'  her. 
ihe  pipe  lias  gone  round,  a  fweating-houfe 
is  prepared,  with  fix  long  poles  fixed  in 
the  ground,  and  pointed  at  the  top  ;  it  is 
then  covered  with  fkins  and  blankets  to 
exclude  tiie  air,  and  the  area  01  the  houfe 
will  contain  only  three  perfons.  The 
perfon  to  be  adopted  is  then  fir Ipped 
naked,  and  enters  the  hut  with  two  Cliicis  ; 
two  large  llones  made  red-hot  are  brought 
m  and  thrown  on  the  ground  ;  water  is 
then  brought  in  a  barkdrfti,  and  fpiinkled 
•>n  the  hones  with  cedar  branches,  the 
ft  ram  arifing  from  winch  puts  the  per- 
lon  into  a  molt  pnofiile  pt ripi ration,  and 
epens  the  pores  to  receive  the  other  part 
of  the  ceremony.  When  the  peifpira- 
tion  is  at  the  height*  he  quits  the  houfe, 
and  jumps  into  the  water,  immediately  on 
coming  out,  a  blanket  is  thrown  over 
him,  and  lie  is  led  to  the  Chief’s  but, 
where  lie  undergoes  the  following  opera¬ 
tion  :  Being  extended  on  his  back,  the 
Chief  draws  the  figure  he  intends  to  make 
with  a  pointed  (lick  dipped  in  water  in 
which  gunpowder  has  been  diffolved  } 
after  which,  with  ten  needles  dipped  m 
vermilion  2nd  fixed  in  a  inuiU  wooden 
frame,  lie  pricks  the  delineated  parts  ;  and 
where  the  bolder  outlines  occur,  he  moles 
the  flefh  with  a  gunflint;  the  vacant  fpaces, 
or  thofe  not  marked  with  vermilion,  are 
nibbed  in  with  gunpowder,  which  produ¬ 
ces  a  variety  of  led  and  blue  ;  the  wounds 
are  then  feared  with  pinkwoed  to  prevent 

their  fettering.  .  . 

«  This  operation,  which  is  performed 
at  intervals,  lafts  two  or  three  days. 
Every  morning  the  parts  are  waihed  with 
cold  water,  in  which  is  inftifed  an  hcib 
called  Pockyueeregan,  which  refembles 
Engiiflt  box,  and  is  mixed  by  the  Indians 
with  the  tobacco  they  linoke,  to  take  oft 
the  ftrength.  During  the  procels  the 
war-fongs  are  fung,  accompanied  by  a 
rattle  bung  round  with  hawk,  beils,  cal- 
jed  Ckeejfciquoisy  which  they  keep  Jhaking 
to  ft i fie  the  groans  fuch  pains  mutt  natu¬ 
rally  occafion.  Upon  the  ceremony  bc-.ng 
completed,  they  give  the  party  a  name  ; 
to  Mr.  Long,  who  fubmittgd  to  unneigo 
#hts  cruel  operation,  they  allotted  that  of 
/bfiik,  or  Beavers.  , 

The  fettlement  at  Lac  ki  Mon,  or  Dead 
T{. fce,  fituated  to  the  north  tak  of  Laxc 


Alemipigon,  with  the  procee  nngs  of  a 
trading  party  there,  makes  another  iecTion, 
not  to  interelfing  as  the  former,  out 
containing  information  piopei  to  oe 
known  by  Merchants  trading  to  thole 
parts.  The  following  anecnote,  howevei , 
lucrits  notice,  as  being  characfenftic  of 
the  nature  of  the  Indian  women 

On  a  journey  to  Lake  Mcmwtoje 
in  order  to  procure  lome  wild  rice,  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  Indian  and  Ins  wife  * 
on  the  fourth  day,  about  an  hour  before 
fun -let,  we  flopped  at  a  final!  creek,  winch 
was  ux»  deep  to  be  forded  ;  and  whilft  the 
Indian  was  afliftingme  in  making  a  aft 
to  crofs  over,  rather  than  fwim  through  in 
fuch  cold  weather  (the  month  of  Decem- 
bti I  looked  round  and  miffed  his  wife. 

I  was  rather  dilplealed,  as  the  fun  was 
near  letting,  and  I  was  anxious  to  gain  the 
onpofue  fiiore,  to  encamp  before  da.k.  I 
afked  the  Indian  where  (he  was  gone  j  he 
finilcd  and  told  me,  he  luppoied  into  the 
woods  to  fet  a  collar  for  a  partridge.  In 
about  an  hour  fire  returned  with  a  new¬ 
born  infant  in  her  arms,  and,  coming  up 
to  me,  faid  in  the  Chippeway  language, 

“  Here,  Englifitman,  is  a  young  warrior. 

“As  loon  as  the  child  is  born,  if  m 
fummer,  the  mother  goes  into  the  water, 
and  imme.  fes  the  infant  :  as  loon  as  this  is 
done,  it  is  wrapped  up  in  a  (mail  blanket, 
and  tied  to  a  flat  board  covered  with  diy 
mats  in  the  form  of  the  bottom  of  a  cofhn, 
with  a  hoop  over  the  top  where  the  head  hes 
to  keep  it  from  injury.  In  winter  it  is  clad  in 
fkins  as  well  as  blankets.  In  the  lit.  t 
of  fummer,  gauze  is  thrown  (over  the 
voung  Savage  to  keep  oft  the  muiquitocs, 
which  are  very  trouUelcn*  m  the  woods 
The  board  on  which  the  child  is  placed 
is  Hung  to  the  mother's  forehead  with  a 
broad  worfted  belt,  and  relts  ^amft  he 
back.  When  the  Frencli  took  pofidlion  oi 
Canada,  the  women  had  neither  linen  nor 
fwaddling-cloaths  ;  all  then- clnld-bi ed  ft  1 - 
niiure  confided  of  a  kmd  of  trough  fil  ed 

with  the  dull  of  dry  rotten  wood,  Inch 
is  as  foft  as  the  fineft  down,  and  wt  cal¬ 
culated  to  imbibe  the  moitture  of  the  in¬ 
fant  j  on  this  the  child  was  placed  covered 
with  rich  furs,  and  tied  down  with  ttrong 

"SSl  of  »  ln.li»  ckiia,  r 

'  ■  the  order  of  the 


fliould  now, 

woik  itfelf,  proceed  to  the  very  aftectm 
account  given  by  our  author  of  the  s  an- 
ner  of  difpoling  of  the  aged  and  nhim, 
in  which  there  are  circumtfances  related  of 
fo  ft  range  a  nature,  that  to  enable  us  o 
give  credit  to  them,  he  has  thought  pi  o- 
perto  make  the  following  deoaia  ion  . 
»  'i’rutli  ftiould  be  the  ftandavd  of  hilloiy. 


purfitirq 
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aiul  gtrfJe  the  pen  of  every  author  who 
values  his  reputation." 

Reiying,  therefore,  on  his  veracity 
who  has  laid  down  this  juft  maxim  or  rule 
tor  Jriftorians,  we  fhal),  in  our  next ,  dif- 


play  a  Irene  of  terrific  horrors  fufSdfent 
to  appal  the  ftouteft  heart  ;  and  acccm- 
pany  our  indefatigable  countryman 
through  his  remaining  travels. 

M. 


Proclamation'  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  _  l4S" 

HERE  AS  It  appears  that  a  ftate 
of  war  exifts  betWeep  Auftria, 
pruffia,  Sardinia,  Great  Britain,  and 
the  United  Netherlands,  on  the  one  part ; 
and  France  on  the  other  ;  and  the  duty 
and  intcrcft  of  the  United  States  re¬ 
quire  that  they  ihould  with  fincerity 
.and  good  faith  adopt  and  purfue  a  con¬ 
duit  friendly  and  impartial  towards  the 
Belligerent  Powers  ■, 

1  have  thereforethought  fit,  by  thefe 
prefents,  to  declare  the  difpofition  of  the 
United  States  to  obferve  the  conduit 
aforefaid  towards  thefe  Powers  rcfpec- 
tively  ;  and  to  exhort  and  warn  the  Ci- 
iuens  of  the  United  States  carefully  to 
avoid  all  aits  and  proceedings  what- 
loever  which  may  in  any  manner  tend 
to  controvert  fuch  difpofition. 

And  I  do  hereby  alio  make  known, 
that  wholoever  of  the  Citizens  of  the 
United  States  fhall  render  himlelf  liable 
to  punnhment  or  forfeiture  under  the 
Law  of  Nations,  by  committing,  aiding 
or  abetting  hoftilities  againft  any  of  the 
laid  Powers,  or  by  carrying  to  any  of 
them  thefe  articles  which  are  deemed 
contraband  by  the  modern  ufage  of  Na¬ 
tl  ons,  will  not  receive  the  protection  of 
the  United  States  againft  fuch  punifli- 
ment  or  forfeiture  ;  and  farther!  that  I 
have  given  inflruition  to  thofe  officers 
to  whom  it  belongs,  to  caulc  profecutions 
to  be  mftituted  againft  ail  pc  cions  who 
mail,  within  the  cognizance  of  the. 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  violate  the 
Law  of  Nations  with  rel'peft  to  the 
Powers  at  war,  oranyof  them. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  caufed 
the  Seal  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica  to  be  affixed  to  thefe  prefents,  and 
Irgne-d  the  fame  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  the 
22J  of  April  1793,  and  of  the  In¬ 
dependence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  17th.. 

9.  Washington,  (l.s.) 

By  the  Prcfi.Jent,  V  ; 

J  E  I'l-T.ivSON. 


TWO  LETTERS  from  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  t» 

LORD  BUCHAN. 

L  E  T  TF.  R  I. 


Philadelphia ,  Mav  i,  1792. 
My  Lord,. 

T  SHOULD  have  had  the  honour 
of  acknowledging  fooncr  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  of 
June  laft,  had  I  not  concluded  to 
defer  doing  it  till  I  could  announce  to 
you  the  tranfmilEon  of  my  portrait, 
which  has  been  juft  ftnifhcd  by  Mr. 
Robinfon  (of  New  York),  who  has  alfo 
undertaken  to  forward  it.  The  manner 
of  the  execution  of  it  does  no  di ('credit, 
I  am  told,  to  the  artift  ;  of  whole  fkiii 


favourable  mention  had  been  made  to 
me.  I  was  further  induced  to  entrulb 
the  execution  to  Mr.  Robinfon,  from 
his  having  informed  me  that  he  had 
drawn  others  for  your  Lordfhip,  and 
k  new  the  ftze  w hich  would  bell  lwit  vouf 
colledl  ion. 

I  accept  with  fenfibility  and  with 
fati  fab  lion  the  fignificant  prefent.of  the 
box  *  which  accompanied  your  Lord- 
fh ip’s  letter. 

fn  yielding  the  tribute  due  from  every 
lover  or  mankind’ to  the  patriotic  and 
heroic  virtues  of  which  it  is  commcmo- 


*  A  box  made  of  the  oak  that  afforded  flicker  to  Walk.ce  after  the  battle  of  Falkirk.. 

rati  re, 
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rarn-e,  I  eftimate  as  I  ought  the  ad¬ 
ditional  value  which  it  derives  from  the 
hand  that  fern  it,  and  my  obligation 
for  the  fentfments  that  induced  the 
transfer. 

1  will,  however,  a(k  that  you  will 
exempt  me  from  compliance  with  the 
requeft  relating  to  its  eventual  dcfii- 
natioa. 

In  |an  attempt  to  execute  your  wilh  in 
this  particular,  I  Should  feel  embarraiT- 
ment  from  a  jult  comparifon  of  relative 
pretenfions,  and  Ihould  fear  to  ri'.k  in- 
jnftice  by  fo  marked  a  preference. 
With  fe  tit  intents  of  the  trued  elite  rn 
and  coufideration,  1  remain  your 
Lurdfhip’s  moll  obedient  Icrvafit, 

G .  W ASHING  I  ON. 

EAfti.  OF  Bt’CHAN. 


LETTER  II. 

Philadelphia,  April  12,  1793. 
My  Lord, 

THE  favourable  wifhes  which  your 
I.ordlhip  lias  exprelTcd  for  the  profperi- 
ty  of  this  young  and  riling  country, 
cannot  but  be  gratefully  received  by  all 
its  citizens,  anu  etery  lover  of  it  ;  one 
riveantothe  contribution  of  which, and 
its  happitrefs,  is  very  judicroully  pour- 
tr^yed  111  the  following  words  of  your 
letter,  “to  be  little  heard  of  in  the 
great  world  of  politics.”  Thefe  words, 
I  can  allure  your  Lord  (hip,  ar.e  exprtf- 
hve  ot  my  fentitnents  on  this  head;  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  ftneere  wilh  of  united 
America,  to  have  nothing  .0  do  with 
the  political  intrigues  or  the  fquabbics 
of  European  natious ;  but  cn  tue  con¬ 
trary,  to  exchange  commodities,  and 
live  m  peace  and  amity  with  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth":  and  this  I  am 
per tuaded they  will  do,  it  rightfully  it 
c.iii  be  done.  To  adminilter  juilice  to, 
and  receive  it  from  every  Power  they 
3 x-  connected  with,  will,  I  hope,  be 


always  found  the  mod  prominent  fea¬ 
ture  in  the  admitullration  of  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  I  flatter  myfetf  that  nothing 
fhort  of  imperious  necelfity  can  occa- 
fion  a  breach  with  any  of  them.  Under 
fuch  a  fyttem,  if  we  are  allowed  to 
pur  Cue  it,  the  agriculture  and  mechani¬ 
cal  arts — the  wealth  and  population  of 
thefe  States  will  increafe  with  that  de¬ 
gree  of  rapidity  as  to  baffle  all  calcula¬ 
tion,  and  mud  furpafs  any  idea  your 
Lordinip  can,  hitherto,  have  enter¬ 
tained  on  the  occalion.  To  evince  that ' 
our  views  (whether  realized  or  not)  are 
expanded,  I  take  the  liberty  of  lending 
you  the  plan  of  a  new  city,  fituatcd 
about  the  centre  of  the  union  of  thefe 
States,  which  is  deligned  for  the  perma¬ 
nent  feat  of  the  Government  :  and  we 
arc  at  this  moment  deeply  engaged,  and 
fur  advanced  in  extending  tire  inland 
navigation  of  the  river  (Potomac)  on 
which  it  funds,  and  the  branches 
thereof,  through  a  traft  of  as  rich 
country  for  hundreds  of  miles  as  any  in 
the  world.  Nor  is  this  a  {binary  in¬ 
stance  of  attempts  of  the  kind,  although 
it  is  the  only  one  which  is  near  com¬ 
pletion  and  in  partial  ufe.  Several 
other  very  important  ones  are  com¬ 
menced,  and  little  doubt  is  eutyrtained 
that  in  ten  years,  if  left  undilturbed, 
we  fnall  open  a  communication  by 
water  with  all  the  lakes  northward  and 
welt  ward  of  us,  with  which  we  have 
territoi  ial  connexions  ;  and  an  inland, 
in  a  few  years  more,  from  Rhode  Ifland 
to  Georgia  inclufively,  partly  by  cuts 
between  the  great  bays  and  founds,  and 
partly  between  the  tflands  and  land- 
banks,  and  the  main,  from  Albemarle 
Sound  to  the  River  St.  Mary’s.  To 
thefe  may  alio  be  added,  rhe'ere&ion 
of  bridges  over  con iiderable  rivers,  and 
the  commencement  of  turnpike -roads, 
as  further  indications  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  in' hand. 
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Address  of  the  President  of  theUNi- 

ted  States  of  America  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Dec.  3. 

J793. 

Tello-zu  Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  cf  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentati-V'.s , 

INCE  the  commencement  of  the  term 
from  which  I  have  Seen  again  called 
into  office,  no  fit  occafion  has  arifen  for 
•xpieUitig  to  my  fellow  citizens  at  large, 
the  deep  and  refpeclful  fenfe  which  I  feel, 
of  tlie  renewed  teflimony  of  public  appro¬ 
bation.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  d- 
wakened  my  gratitude  for  all  thole  instances 
of  affectionate  partiality  with  which  I  have 
been  honoured  by  my  Country  ;  on  the 
other,  ij  could  not  prevent  an  earned  with 
for  that  retirement,  from  which  no  private 
eonfideration  (houUl  ever  have  torn  me  ; 
but,  influenced  by  the  belief,  that  my  con¬ 
duct  would  be  edimated  atcoiding  to  its 
real  motives  ;  and  that  tiie  pcop.e,  and  the 
authorities  derived  from  them,  would  Cup- 
port  .exertions  having  nothing  perlbnal 
for  their  objeCl  ;  I  have  obeyed  the  l'uffrage 
which  commanded  me  "to 'relume  the  Exe¬ 
cutive  Power  5  and  1  humbly  implore  that 
Being,  on  whole  will  the  fate  of  nations 
depends,  to  crown  with  i'uccels  our  mutual 
endeavours  for  the  general  happinefs. 

As  foon  as  the  War  in  Europe  had  em- 
bafed  thole  Powers  with  whom  the  United 
States  have  the  mod  extenlive  relations, 
there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  that  our  in- 
tercourfe  with  them  might  be  interrupted, 
and  our  difpofition  for  peace  drawn  into 
queftion,  by  the  fufpicions  loo  often  enter¬ 
tained  by  belligerent  nations.  It  feemed 
therefore  to  be  my  duty,  to  admonilh  our 
citizens  of  the  confequences  of  a  contraband 
trade,  and  of  bolide  a£ts  to  anyof  the  par¬ 
ties  ;  and  to  obtain,  by  a  declaration  of  the 
«*  iding  legal  date  of  things,  an  ealier  ad- 
tnilTion  of  our  right  to  the  immunities  be¬ 
longing  to  our  Situation.  Under  rhefe  im- 
preffions,  the  Proclamation,  which  will  be 
laid  before  you,  ilfued. 

In  this  podure  of  affairs,  both  new  and 
delicate,  I  refolved  to  adopt  general  rules, 
which  Ihould  conform  to  the  treaties,  and 
aflert  the  privileges  of  the  United  States. 
Thel’e  were  reduced  into  a  iyftem,  which 
will  be  communicated  to  you.  Although 
I  have  not  thought  mylelf  at  liberty  to 
forbid  the  fale  of  the  prizes,  permitted  by 
our  treaty  of  commerce  with  France  to 
be  brought  into  our  ports  ;  I  have  not  re¬ 
futed  to  caufe  them  to  be  rebored  when 
they  were  taken  within  the  proteftion  of 
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our  territory,  or  by  veil; is  eommiffioned  of 
equipped  in  a  warlike  form,  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  / 

It  rells  with  the  wifdom  of  CongrefS 
to  correct,  improve;  or  inforce  this  plan  of 
procedure;  and  it  tvill  probably  be  found 
expedient  to  extend  the  legal  code,  and 
the  jurifdiclion  of  the  Courts  of  tpe  United 
Stares  to  many  cafes,  which,  though  de¬ 
pendant  on  principles  already  recognized, 
demand  fome  further  provifions. 

When  individuals  fhall,  within  the 
United  States,  array  them  drives  in  hobility 
againd  anyof  the  Powers  at  war,  or  enter 
upon  military  expeditions  or  enterprifes 
within  the  jurifdiClions  of  the  United  Statesj 
or  ufurp  and  exercife  judicial  authority 
within  the  United  States;  or  where  the 
penalties  or  violations  of  the  law  of  nations 
may  have  been  indiftin&iy  marked,  or  are 
inadequate;  thefe  offences  cannot  receive 
too  early  and  dole  an  attention,  and  re¬ 
quire  prompt  and  dccilive  remedies. 

Whatever  thole  remedies  may  be,  they 
wid  be  well  adininidered  by  the  Judiciary, 
who  poffels  a  long-edablifhed  courfe  of 
invelligation,  effeftual  procels,  and  officers 
in  the  habit  of  executing  it. 

In  like  manner  as  feveral  of  the  Courts 
have  doubted,  under  particular  circum- 
ftances,  their  power  to  liberate  the  veffels 
of  a  nation  at  peace,  and  even  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  although  fazed  under 
a  falfe  colour  of  being  hof tile  property  ; 
and  have  denied  their  power  to  liberate 
certain  captures  within  the  protection  of 
our  territory ;  it  would  fieri  1  proper  to 
regulate  their  jurifdnTtion  in  thefe  points. 
But  if  the  Executive  is  to  be  the  relbrt  in 
either  of  the  two  lad-mentioned  cafes,  it  is 
hoped,  that  he  will  be  authorised  by  law 
to  have  fads  ascertained  by  the  Courts, 
when,  for  his  own  information,  he  fhall 
requeft  it. 

I  cannot  recommend  to  your  notice 
meafures  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  duties  to 
the  red  of  the  world,- without  again  preffing 
upon  you  the  neceffity  of  placing  ourleives 
in  a  condition  of  complete  defence,  and  of 
exafting  from  them  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties  towards  us.  The  United  States 
ought  not  to  indulge  a  perfualion,  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  order  of  human  events,  they 
will  for  ever  keep  at  a  didance  thofe  pain¬ 
ful  appeals  to  arms,  with  which  the  hi  dory 
of  every  other  nation  abounds.  There  is 
a  rank  due  to  the  United  States  among 
nations,  which  will  be  withheld,  if  not: 
abfolutely  loll,  by  the  reputation  of  weak- 

nefs. 
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ncfs.  If  we  defire  to  avoid  infult,  we  muft 
be  able  to  repel  it ;  if  we  defire  to  lecure 
peace,  one  ofthemoft  powerful  inftruments 
.of  our  rifing  profperity,  it  mult  be  known, 

that  we  are.  at  all  times  ready  for  war. _ 

The  documents  which  will  be  prefented  to 
you,  will  (hew  the  amounts  and  kinds  of 
arms  and  military  (lores  now  in  our  maga¬ 
zines  and  arfenals ;  and  yet  an  addition 
even  to  thefe  fupplies  cannot  with  prudence 
be  neglefted,  as  it  would  leave  nothing  to 
the  uncertainty  of  procuring  a  warlike'ap- 
paratus  in  the  moment  of  public  danger. 

Nor  can  Rich  arrangements,  with  inch 
objects,  be  expofed  to  the  centime  or  jea- 
loufy  of  the  warmed  friends  of  Republican 
Government.  They  are  incapable  of  abtife 
in  the  hands  of  the  militia,  who  ought  to 
po fiefs  a  pride  in  being  the  depofitory  of  the 
force  of  the  Republic,  and  maybe  trained 
to  a  degree  of  energy  equal  to  every  military 
exigency  of  the  United  States.  But  it  is 
an  inquiry  which  cannot  be  too  tblemnly 
purfued,  whether  the  net,  “  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
by  eitabii/hing  an  uniform  militia  through¬ 
out  the  United  States,”  has  organized  them 
ip  as  to  produce  their  full  effect ;  whether 
your  own  experience  in  the  ieveral  States 
has  not  detected  fome  imperfections  in  the 
lcheme  ;  and  whether  a  material  feature  in 
an  improvement  of  it,  ought  not  to  be,  to 
afford  an  opportunity  for  "the  fttuly  of  thofe 
branches  of  the  military  art  which  can 
icarcely  ever  be  obtained  by  practice  alone. 

The  connexion  of  the  United  States 
with  Europe  has  become  extremely  in- 
terefting. — The  occurrences  which  relate 
to  it,  and  have  paffed  under  the  knowledge 
of  the  Executive,  will  be  exhibited  to  Coii- 
grefs  in  a  iubfequent  communication. 

When  we  contemplate  the  War  on  our 
frontiers,  it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that 
every  reafonable  effort  has  been  made  to 
adjiitt  the  caufes  of  diffenfion  with  the  In¬ 
dians  North  of  the  Ohio.  Theinfirutfions 
given  to  the  Commiffioners  evince  a  mode¬ 
ration  and  equity,  proceeding  from  a  tin- 
cere  love  of  peace,  and  a  liberality  having 
no  reftnCtion  but  the  efientiai  interefi  and 
dignity  of  the  United  States.  The  attempt, 
however,  ofan  amicable  negociation  having 
been  frit fl rated,  the  troops  have  marched 
to  aCl  offenfively.  Although  the  propofed 
treaty  did  not  arreft  the  progrels  of  military 
preparation,  it  is  doubtful  how  far  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  feafon,  before  good  faith  juf- 
tified  active  movements,  may  retard  them 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Front 
the  papers  and  intelligence  which  relate  to 
this  important  fubjeCt,  you  will  determine 
whether  the  deficiency  in  the  number  of 
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troops  granted  by  law  (hall  be  compen- 
fated  by  t'uccours  of  militia,  or  additional 
encouragement  Or  a  1 1  be  propofed  to  recruits. 

An  anxiety  has  been  -alio  demonftrated 
by  the  Executive  for  peace  with  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees,  The  former  have  been  re¬ 
lieved  with  coni  and  with  cloathmg,  and 
offenfive  meufures  againft  them  prohibited 
during  the  recej'o  of  Congrefs.  To  fa'tisfy 
the  complaints  of  the  laiter,  profecutionj 
have  been  inffituted  for  the  violences  com¬ 
mitted  upon  them.  But  the  pap  ■;  5  which 
will  be  delivered  to  you,  difcloie  the  critical 
footing  on  which  we  ffand  in  regard  to 
both  thofe  tribes  ;  and  it  is  with  Conorefs 
to  pronounce  what  fit  all  be  done. 

After  they  fitall  have  provided  for  the 
prelent  emergency,  it  will  merit  their  mod 
lenous  labours  to  render  tranquillity  with 
the  ravages  permanent,  by  creating  ties  of 
littered.  Next  to  a  vigorous  execution  of 
jutlice  on  the  violators  of  peace,  the  ef- 
tabliffiment  of  commerce  with  the  Indian 
nations  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  is 
molt  likely  to  conciliate  their  attachment. 
But  it  ought  to  be  conduced  without  fraud 
without  extortion ;  with  confiant  and  plenl 
tiful  fupplies  ;  with  a  ready  market  for  the 
commodities  of  the  Indians,  and  a  (fated 
price  tor  whatever  they  give  in  payment, 
and  receive  in  exchange.  Individuals  will 
not  purtue  fuch  a  traffic,  unlefs  they  be  al¬ 
lured  by  the  hopes  of  profit ;  but  it  will  be 
enough  for  the  United  States  to  be  reim- 
bin  led  only.  Shouid  this  recommendation 
accord  with  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  they 
will  recoiled,  that  it  cannot  be  accom¬ 
pli  (hod  by  any  means  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive. 

Gintime*  of  the  Houfe  of  Re  prefect ati-ves. 
Tile  Commiffioners  charged  with  the 
lettlement  of  the  accounts  between  the 
United  and  Individual  States,  concluded 
their  important  tunftion's  within  the  time 
limited  by  law  ;  and  the  balances  ftruck  in 
tneir  report,  which  will  he  laid  before  C011- 
grefs,  have  been  placed  on  the  books  of 
the  Treafurv. 

On  the  lit  day  of  June  Iafi,  an  inftal- 
metit  or  one  million  of  florjns  became  pay¬ 
able  on  the  loans  of  the  United  States  in 
Holland.  This  was  adjuited  by  a  pro¬ 
longation  of  the  period  cf  re, mbur lenient, 
m  nature  of  a  new  loan,  at  an  interefi  of 
nve  per  cent,  for  the  term  often  years ;  and 
the  expen ces  of  this  operation  were  a  com- 
mithon  cf'tluee  per  cent. 

The  firft  inftalment  of  the  Joan  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  has  been  paid, as  was  direfted 
y  law.  For  the  lecond  it  is  neceffary  that 
pro vi lion  ffiould  be  made. 

No 
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No  pecuniary  confideration  is  more  ur¬ 
gent  than  the  redemption  and  difeharge 
of  the  public  debt  ;  on  none  can  delay  be 
more  injurious,  or  an  oeconomy  of  time 
prore  valuable. 

The  produ£li  vends  of  the  public  re¬ 
venues  hitherto  has  continued  to  equal  the 
anticipations  which  were  formed  of  it ;  but 
it  is  not  expt£Ud  to  prove  commenfurafe 
with  all  the  ohjcSrs  which  have  been  fug- 
gefteci.  Some  auxiliary  provisions  will 
therefore,  it  is  piefumed,  be  requifite ;  and 
it  is  hoped  that  thtfe  may  he  made  cor.fif- 
temly  with  due  regard  to  the  convenience 
of  our  citizens,  who  cannohbut  be  fenfible 
of  the  true  wildcnt  of  encountering  a  final! 
prd’ent  addition  to  their  contributions,  to 
obviate  a  future  accumulation  of  burdens. 

•But  here  I  cannot  forbear  to  rteom- 
mend  a  repeal  of  the  taxon  the  tranfpor- 
tation  of  the  public  prints.  There  is  no 
rdource  fo  firm  for  tne  govern menr  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  affections  of  tlie  peo- 
F,£  guided  by  an  enlightened  policy  ;  and 
lo  this  primary  good  nothing  can  conduce 
mere,  than  a  faithful  reprefentation  of  pub¬ 
lic  proceedings,  diftulcd  without  reifraint 
throng!  out  the  United  States.' 

An  eftimate  of  the  appropriations  ne- 
ceifary  for  the  current  lervice  of  the  eniiting 
year,  and  a  ftatement  of  a  purchale  of  arms 
ar.d  mdirary  ftores,  made  during  tile  recefs, 
will  be  prelenled  to  Congrels. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  lloufe 
of  Reprejencati-ves, 

The  feveral  lubjeffs  to  which  I  have 
now  referred,  open  a  wide  range  to  your 
deliberation,  and  involve  fome  of  the 
choicelt  interefts  of  our  common  country. 
Permit  me  to  biing  to  your  remembrance 
the  magnitude  of  your  talk.  Without  an 
tnipieiudiced  coolnefs,  the  welfare  of  the 
government  may  be  hazarded  ;  without  har¬ 
mony,  as  far  as  confifts  of  freedom  of  fen- 
timent,  its  dignity  may  be  loft.  But  as 
the  legislative  proceedings  of  the  United 
States  will  never,  I  truft,  be  reproached  for 
the  want  of  temper  or  candour,  lb  lhall  not 
the  public  happinefs  languilli,  from  the 
want  of  my  ftrenuous  and  warmeft  co¬ 
operation. 
r  (Signed) 

George  Washington, 
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The  following  is  a  literal  copy  of  a  refold 
tion  entered  into  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
ratives  at  Philadelphia,  t-iae  14th  April  i754, 
and  which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  12V 
Rcfoived, 

“  That  until  compenfatiou  (hi  11  he  made 
for  all  Ioffes  and  damages  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  the  right  of 
neutrality,  until  all  ports  now  heid  and  de¬ 
tained  by  the  King  of  Great  Briram  within 
the  territories  'of  the  United  States  fhall  be 
turrendered,  and  until  compenfation  for 
negroes  carried  av/ay  contrary  to  the  treaty 
ot  peace,  all  commercial  intercourfe  between 
the  United  States  and  the  fubjeefs  of  ti  g 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  growth  and 
manufaidure  of  Great  Britain,  fnall  be  pro¬ 
hibited.”  1 

Mr.  Jay  was  appointed  Min! tier  to  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  1 8th  April. 

We  learn,  that  on  the  aS--h  of  April  Con- 
grefs  debated  the  qiiettion,  for  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  goods  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  After  a  warm  difenffion,  the 
queflion  was  negatived  in  the  Senaie-houfe 
by  the  carting  voice  of  the  Prefident,  Wask- 
I n G ton,  the  numbers  on  each  fide  being 
thirteen.  Tiie  Bill  paffedthe  Houieof  ReT 
prsfentatives  by  a  great  majority. 
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THE  following  Memorial,  prefented 
by  Mr.  Jay,  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  to  the  Britilh  Court,  together  with 
Lord  Grenville's  antwer,  were 
printed  by  authority  at  Norfolk,  in  Vir* 
ginia,  on  the  29th  of  O&ober. 

2-7  i  MEMORIAL. 

The  underligned  Envoy  of  the 
United  States  of  America  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  representing  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Grenville,  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty’s  Secretary  of  State  for  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Foreign  Affairs  : 

That  a  very  confiderable  number  of 
American  veffels  have  been  irregularly 
.  captured,  and  as  improperly  condemned, 
by  certain  of  his  Majefty’s  Officers 
and  Judges. 

1  hat,  in  various  inflance*,  thefe  cap¬ 
tures  and  condemnations  were  fo  con¬ 
ducted,  and  the  captured  placed  under 
fuch  unfavourable  circumftances,  as 
that,  for  want  of  the  fecurities  requir*> 
ed,  and  other  obftacles,  no  appeals  were 
made  in  fome  cafes,  nor  any  claims  in 
others. 

The  underfigned  prefumes  that  thefe 
fafts  will  appear  from  the  document* 
which  he  has  had  the  honour  of  fub- 
mitting  to  his  Lordfnip’s  confederation  j 
and  that  it  will  not  be  deemed  necel. 
fary  at  prefent  to  particularize  thefe 
cafes,  and  their  merits,  or  detail  the 
circumftances  which  difcriminate  fome 
from  others. 

That  great  and  extenfive  injuries 
having  thus,  under  colour  of  his  Ma. 
jefty’s  authority  and  commiffions,  been 
done  to  a  numerous  clafs  of  American 
merchants,  the  United  States  can  for 
L  11_ reparation  [ 


reparation  have  recourfe  only  to  the 
juftice,  authority,  and  interpolation  of 
his  Majefty.  That  the  veffels  and 
property  taken  and  condemned  have 
been  chiefly  fold,  and  the  proceeds  di¬ 
vided  among  a  number  of  perfons,  of 
whom  tome  are  dead,  fome  unable  to 
make  retribution,  and  others,  from  fre¬ 
quent  removals,  and  their  particular 
circumftaaces,  not  eafily  reached  by  civil 
procefs.  2-rfL/ 

That  as  for  thefe  Ioffes  and  injuries, 
adequate  compcnfation,  by  means  of 
judicial  proceedings,  has  become  im¬ 
practicable  ;  and  confidering  the  caufcs 
which  combined  to  produce  them,  the 
United  States  confide  in  his  Majefty’s 
juftice  and  magnanimity,  to  caufe  fuch 
compenfation  to  be  made  to  thefe  inno¬ 
cent  fufferers,  as  may  be  confident  with 
equity  ;  and  the  underfigned  flatters 
himfelf,  that  fuch  principles  may  with¬ 
out  difficulty  be  adopted,  as  will  ferve 
as  rules  whereby  to  alcertain  the  cafes 
and  the  amount  of  compenfation. 

So  grievous  are  the  expences  and  de¬ 
lays  attending  litigated  l’uits  to  perfons 
whofe  fortunes  have  been  fo  materially 
affeCted,  and  fo  great  is  the  diftance  of 
Great  Britain  from  America,  that  the 
underfigned  thinks  he  ought  to  exprefs 
his  anxiety,  that  a  mode  of  proceeding 
asfummary  and  little  expenfive  mav  be 
devifed,  as  circumftances  and  the  pecu¬ 
liar  hardfhip  of  thefe  cafes  may  appear  to 
permit  and  require. 

And  as'  (at  leoft  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes) 
it  may  be  expedient  and  neceffary.as  well 
as  juft,  that  the  fentences  of  the  Court 
of  Vice  Admiralty  ihould  be  reviled 
and  corrected  by  the  Court  of  Appeals 
here  ;  the  underfigned  hopes  it  will  ap- 
pearr  reafonable  to  his  Majefty,  to  order 
that  the  captured  in  queftion  (who 
have  not  already  fo  done  )  be  there 
admitted  to  enter  both  their  appeals  and 
their  claims. 

The  underfigned  alfo  finds  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  reprefent,  that  the  irregularities 
before-mentioned  extended,  not  only  to 
the  capture  and  condemnation  of  Ame¬ 
rican  veffefs  and  property,  and  to  un- 
ufual  perfonal  feverities,  but  even  to  the 
impreffment  of  American  Citizens,  to 
ferve  on  board  of  armed  veffels.  He 
forbears  to  dwell  on  the  injuries  done 
to  thefe  unfortunate  individuals,  or  on 
the' emotion  which  they  in uft  naturally 
Excite,  either  in  the  breaft  of  the  Nation 
ro  whom  they  belong,  or  of  the  juft 
and  humane  of  every  Country.'  His 
reliance  on  the  juftice  and  benevolence 


of  his  Majefty,  leads  him  to  indulge 
a  pleafing  expectation,  that  orders  will 
be  given,  that  Americans,  fo  circum- 
flanced,  be  immediately  liberated,  and 
that  perfons  honoured  with  his  Majef¬ 
ty  s  Commiffions  do  in  future  abltain 
from  fimilar  violences. 

It  is  with  cordial  fatisfaftion  that 
the  underfigned  reflects  on  the  im- 
preffion  which  fuch  equitable  and 
conciliatory  meafures  would  make  on 
the  minds  of  the  United  States,  and 
how  naturally  they  would  infpire  and 
cherilh  thefe  fentiments  and  difpofi- 
tions,  which  never  tail  to  preferve,  as 
well  as  to  produce,  ref'pect,  efteem,  and' 
friendlhip. 

(Signed)  JOHN  JAY. 

London,  July  39,  1794. 


ANSWER. 

THE  underfigned  Secretary  of  State 

has  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  the 
King  the  Minifterial  Note  which  he 
has  received  from  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  United  States  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  refpefting  the  alledged  irregularity 
of  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
feveral  American  veffels,  and  alfo  re- 
fpeCting  the  circumftances  of  perfonal 
feverity,  by  which  thole  proceedings  are 
ftated  to  have  been  accompanied  in  fome 
particular  inftances. 

The  underfigned  is  authorifed  to 
affure  Mr.  Jay,  that  it  is  his  Majefty’s 
wilh, 1  that  the  mod  complete  and  impar¬ 
tial  juftice  Ihould  be  done  to  all  the 
Citizens  of  America,  who  may  in  fa& 
have  been  injured  by  any  of  the  pro= 
ceedings  above-mentioned;  All  ex¬ 
perience  ffiews,  that  a  naval  war,  ex¬ 
tending  over  the  four  quarters  of  the 
Globe,  muft  unavoidably  be  productive 
of  fome  inconveniences  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Neutral  Nations  ;  and  that  no 
care  can  prevent  fome  irregularities  in 
the  courfe  or  thole  proceedings,  which 
are  universally  recognized  as  refulting 
from  the  juft  rights  incident  to  all  Bel¬ 
ligerent  Powers.  But  the  King  will 
always  be  defirous  that  thefe  fncon- 
veniencies  and  irregularities  Ihould  be 
as  much  limited  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  will  admit,  and  that  the  fulleft 
opportunity  Ihould  be  given  to  all  to 
prefer  their  complaints,  and  to'obtain 
tedrels  and  compenfation  where  they 
arc  due.  '  '  "  J 

In  Mr.  Jay’s  note  mention  is  made 
of  feveral  cafes  where  the  panics  have 
hitherto  omitted  ro  prefer  their  claims, 

and 


and  of  others  where  no  appeal?  have 
been  made  from  the  fentcrices  of  con¬ 
demnation  pronounced  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance.  7-/5" 

As  to  the  cafes  of  the  firft  defcrip- 
tion,  Lord  Grenville  apprehends' that 
the  regular  courfe  of  law  is  ftill  open 
to  the  claimants ;  and  that  by  prefer¬ 
ring  appeals  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
Prize  Caufes  here,  againft  the  fentence 
of  the  Courts  below,  the  whole  merits 
of  thofe  cafes  may  be  brought  forward, 
and  the  moft  complete  juftice  obtained. 

In  the  cafes  of  the  fecond  defcription, 
the  proceeding  might  be  difficult,  from 
the  lapfe  of  the  time  ufually  allotted 
for  preferring  appeals.  But  his  Ma- 
jefty  being  anxious  that  no  temporary 
or  local  circumftances,  fuch  as  thofe  to 
which  Mr.Jay  refers  in  his  note,  Ihould 
impede  the  courfe  of  fubftantial  juftice, 
has  been  pleafed  to  refer  it  to  the  pro¬ 
per  Officers,  to  confider  of  a  modi  of 
enlarging  the  time  for  receiving  the 
appeals  in  thofe  cafes,  in  order  to  admit 
the  claimants  to  bring  their  complaints 
before  the  regular  Courts  appointed  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  underfigned  has  no  doubt,  that 
in  this  manner  a  very  confiderable  part 
of  the  injuries  alledged  to  have  been 
fuffered  by  the  Americans,  may,  if  the 
complaints  are  well  founded,  be  re- 
dreffed  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  judicial 
proceeding,  at  a  very  fmall  expence 
to  the  parties, and  without  any  other 
interpofition  of  his  Majefty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  than  is  above-ftated — until  the 
refult  and  effedt  of  thefe  proceedings 
lhall  be  known,  no  definitive  judgment 
can  be  formed  refpedfing  the  nature 
and  extent  of  thofe  cafes  (if  any  fuch 
fliall  ultimately  be  found  to  exift), where 
it  fliall  not  have  been  pradticable  to  ob¬ 
tain  fubftantial  redrefs  in  this  mode.— 
But  he  does  not  hefitate  to  fay  before¬ 
hand,  that,  if  cafes  fliall  then  be  found 
to  exift,  to  fuch  an  extent  as  properly 
tb  call  for  the  interpofition  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  where,  without  the  fault  of  the 
parties  complaining,  they  fliall  be  un¬ 
able,  from  whatever  circumftances,  to 
procure  fuch  redrefs  in  the  ordinarv 
courfe  of  law  as  the  juftice  of  their 
cafes  may  entitle  them  to  expedt,  his 
Majefty  will  be  anxious  that  juftice 
fhould  at  all  events  be  done,  and  will 
readily  enter  into  the  difculfion  of  the 
rheafures  to  be  adopted,  and  the  princi¬ 
ples  to  be  eftabliflied  for  that  purpofe. 

With  refpedt  to  all  adts  of  perfonal 
ftverity  and  violence,  as  the  King 
Hiuft  entirely  difapprov®  every  fuch 


tranfaftion,  fo  his  Majefty’s  Courts 
are  always  open  for  the  puniftiment 
of  offences  of  this  nature  ;  and  for 
giving  redrefs  to  the  fufferers  in  every 
cafe  where  the  fadt  can  be  eftabliflied  by 
fatisfadfory  proof.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  any  cafe  of  that  nature  can  exift, 
where  there  would  be  the  fmalleft 
difficulty  of  obtaining,  in  that  mode, 
fubftantial  and  exemplary  juftice. 

On  the  fubjedt  of  the  Imprefs,  Lord 
Grenville  has  only  to  affure  Mr.Jay, 
that  if,  in  any  inftance,  American  Tea¬ 
men  have  been  impreffed  into  the 
King’s  fervice,  it  has  been  contrary 
to  the  King’s  defire ;  though  fuch 
cafes  may  have  occafionally  arifen  from 
the  difficulty  of  dilcriminating  between 
Britifti  and  American  feamen,  efpecial- 
ly  where  there  fo  often  exift  an  intereft 
and  intention  to  deceive. 

Whenever  any  reprefentation  has 
been  made  to  Lord  Grenville  on  the 
fubjedt,.  he  has  never  failed  to  receive 
his  Majefty’s  commands  for  putting 
it  in  a  proper  courfe,  in  order  that  the 
fadts  might  be  enquired  into  and  as¬ 
certained,  and  to  the  intent  that  the 
perfons  in  queftion  might  be  releafed, 
if  the  fadts  appeared  to  be  fatisfadtorily 
eftabliflied. 

With  refpedt  to  the  defire  expreffed 
by  Mr.  Jay,  that  new  orders  might  be 
given  with  a  view  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
it  is  polfible,  the  giving  any  juft 
ground  of  complaint  on  this  head. 
Lord  Grenville  has  no  reafon  to  doubt 
that  his  Majefty’s  intentions  refpedfing 
this  point  are  already  fufficiently  un- 
derftood  by  his  Majefty’s  Officers  em¬ 
ployed  on  that  fervice  ;  but  he  has, 
neverthelefs, obtained  his  Majefty’s  per- 
miflionto  affure  Mr.Jay,  that  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  effedt  defired  will  be  re¬ 
newed  in  confequence  of  his  applica- 
tion. 

The  underfigned  avails  himfelf  with 
pleafure  of  this  opportunity  to  renew 
to  Mr.  Jay  his  affurances  of  his  lincere 
efteem  and  confideration. 

(Signed)  GRENVILLE, 
Dozvning-Jireet,  Auguji  i,  1794. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OCT.  20, 
1794- 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
reprefentation  by  Mr.  Jay  to  Lord 
Grenville,  of  the  30th  July,  and  Lord 
Grenville’s  anl'wer  of  the  ift  of  Au- 
guft,  are  truly  copied  from  the  origi. 
nals  cn  file  in  the  Office  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State. 

GECL  TAYLOR,  jun.  Chief  Clerk. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BREAD-FRUIT-TREE,  IN  THE  WEST-INDIES, 

IN  AN  EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JAMAICA,  DATED  THE  20TH  OF 

JUNE,  1795. 


RESPECTING  the  Bread-fruit 
•  Tree,  great  numbers  41:  the  lfland 
are  now  in  bearing,  which  is  fooner  by 
a  year  or  two  than  was  expected.  The 
fruit  grows  to  the  fize  of  a  middling 
-Shaddock,  and  takes  about  three  months 
to  .ripen  on  the  tree  from  the  time  it 
firft  makes  its  appearance.  I  have 
rafted  it,  and  think  it  a  very  pleafant 
Bread  kind — the  tatte  relembling  l'ome- 
what  between  the  fweet  Caffada  and 
the  bottom  of  an  Artichoke.  The  tree 
is  faid  to  grow  to  a  very  great  fize — 
two  feet  diameter  in  the  trunk,  and  up¬ 
wards,  with  large  fpreading  branches, 
from  which  the  fruit  is  faid  to  hang  in 
imrttenfe  numbers.  There  is  a  tree 
now  in  Hanover,  on  Mr.  Neil  Mal¬ 
colm’s  eftate,  that  has  fifty  fruit  upon 
it.  There  are  three  very  fine  ones 
upon  yours,  one  of  which  I  expeft  will 
be  fit  to  pull  in  a  couple  of  weeks.  It 
is  laid,  that  l..-  Tree  bears  fruit  nine 
tnonths  in  the  year,  and  continues  to 
fiourilh  to  a  very  great  age.  A  breeze 
that  would  blow  our  Plantain  walks 


dow  n  (r  do  not  mean  an  abfolute  hur¬ 
ricane)  would  only  blow  off  the  fruit 
that  might  then  be  on  the  tree,  with¬ 
out,  in  my  opinion,  injuring  the  tree  at 
all  j  in  the  lame  manner  as  you  may 
fuppofe  a  fevere  breeze  would  blow  the 
fruit  oft  our  Aligator  Pear-tree  3  and  I 
confider,  were  this  to  happen  to  the 
Bread-fruit,  in  its  bearing  leafon  (which 
period  we  are  not  yet  well  acquainted 
with),  the  tree  would  very  fhortly  after 
put  out  new  fruit,  which  would  of 
court  e,  in  three  month?,  be  fit  to  eat. 
Thole  who  are  not  advocates  for 
the  Bread-fruit  fay,  that  a  few  plants 
of  Cocoas  are  better,  and  will  be  more 
certain,  and  more  produftive.  There 
is  juft  one  remark  on  that  to  be  made  : 
We  all  know  the  Cocoa  cannot  be 
railed  without  confidcrable  pains  and 
labour  in  clearing  the  ground,  and 
keeping  them  clean  ;  whereas  the 
Bread-fruit,  when  it  once  has  come 
through  the  ground,  requires  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 
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RESIGNATION  OF  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 
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T’  ?  PE0PsLr£AT;sF  THE  VNITED  Government  of  the  United  State* 'being' 

Friends  and  Fellow  Citizen’,  vf  T  T' 

TH  E  pt'riod  for  ,  El.flion  of  .  £ 

truft, 
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truft,  it  appears  to  roe  proper,  efpecially 
as  it  may  conduce  to  3  more  -d i ft i n ex- 
preflion  of  the  public  voice,  that  I 
/hould  now  apprize  you  of  the  rcfolution 
I  have  formed,  to  decline  being  confi- 
dered  among  the  number  of  ttioi’e  out 
of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be  made. 

I  beg  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to  do  me 
the  juftice  to  be  affured,  that  this  re- 
folution  has  not  been  taken,  without 
a  drift  regard  to  ail  the  confederations 
appertaining  to  the  relation  which  binds 
a  dutiful  citizen  to  his  country,  and  that, 
in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  fervice 
which  filence  in  my  fituation  might 
imply,  I  am  influenced  by  no  diminution 
of  zeal  for  your  future  intereft  ;  no  de¬ 
ficiency  of  grateful  refpeft  for  your  paft 
kindnefs  ;  but  am  fupported  by  a  full 
conviftion  that  the  ftep  is  compatible 
with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continuance 
hitherto  in  the  office  to  which  your 
futfrages  have  twice  called  me,  have 
been  a  uniform'facrifice  of  inclination  to1 
the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a  deference 
for  what  appeared  to  be  your  defire.  I 
conftantly  hoped,  that  it  would  have 
been  much  earlier  in  my  power,  confif- 
tently  with  motives  which  I  was  not  at 
liberty  to  difregard,  to  return  to  that 
retirement  from  which  I  had  been  re- 
luftantly  drawn.  The  drengrh  of  my 
inclination  to  dothis,  previous  tc  the  lad 
election,  had  even  led  to  the  preparation 
of  an  Addrefs  to  declare  it  to  you  ;  but 
mature  refleftion  on  the  then  perplexed 
and  critical  podure  of  our  affairs  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  unanimous  ad¬ 
vice  of  perfons entitled  to  mv  confidence, 
impelled  me  to  abandon  the  idea. 

I  rejoice  that  the  date  of  your  con¬ 
cerns,  external  as  well  as  internal,  no 
longer  renders  the  purfuit  of  inclination 
incompatible  with  the  fenttment  of  du¬ 
ty  or  propriety  ;  and  am  perfuaded, 
■whatever  partiality  mav  be  retained  for 
my  fervices,  that  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  our  country,  you  will  not 
difapprove  my  determination  to  retire. 

The  impreffions  with  which  1  firft 
undertook  the  arduous  trud,  were  ex¬ 
plained  on  the  proper  occafion.  In  the 
difeharge  of  this  truft,  1  will  only  fay, 
that  I  have,  withgood  intentions  contri¬ 
buted  towards  the  organization  and  ad- 
minidration  of  the  government,  the  bed 
exertions  of  which  a  very  fallibie  judge¬ 
ment  was  capable.  Not  unconfcious  in 
the  outfet  of  the  inferiority  of  my  qua¬ 
lifications,  experience  in  my  own  eyes, 
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perhaps  dill  more  in  the  eyes  of  others, 
has  drengthened  rhe  motives  to  diffi¬ 
dence  of  myfelf  ;  a!nd  every  day  the 
increafing  weight  of  years  admoniffies 
me  more  and  more  shat  the  (hade  of  re¬ 
tirement  is  as  neceflary  to  me  as  it  will 
be  welcome.  Satisfied  that  if  any  cir- 
cumflar.ces  have  given  peculiar  value  to 
my  iervices,  they  were  temporary  ;  I 
have  the  confolation  to  believe,  that 
while  choice  and  prudence  invite  me  to 
quit  the  political  feene,  patriotifm  does 
'not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment 
which  is  intended  to  terminate  the  career 
of  my  public  life,  my  feelings  do  not  per¬ 
mit  me  to  fufpend  the  deep  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  that  dfjbt  of  gratitude 
which  I  owe  to  my  beloved  country,  for 
the  many  honours  it  has  conferred  upon 
,me  :  dill  more  for  the  dedfad  conficience 
with  which  it  has  fupported  me  ;  and 
for  the  opportunities!  have  thence  en¬ 
joyed  of  manifefting  my  inviolable  at¬ 
tachment,  by  fervices  faithful  and  per- 
lcvering,  though  in  ufefulnefs  unequal 
to  my  zeal,  if  benefits  have  refulted 
-to  our  country  from  thefe  fervices,  let 
it  always  be  remembered  to  your  praile, 
and  as  an  indruftive  example  in  our 
annals,  that  under  circumftances  in 
which  the  palfi  ns,  agitated  in  every 
direction,  were  liable  to  mifiead,  amidft 
appearances  (omenroes  dubious,  viciili- 
ludes  of  fortune  often  difeouraging,  in 
fituataous  in  which  not  unfrequentiy 
want  of  fucccfs  has  countenanced  the 
fpirit  of  criticifm,  the  con  (fancy  of  your 
fupport  was  the  effential  prop  of  the 
efforts,  and  a  guarantee  of  the  plans  by 
which  they  were  effefted.  Profoundly 
penetrated  with  this  idea,  I  (hall  carry 
it  with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  drong  in¬ 
citement  tounceafmg  vows  that  Heaven 
may  continue  to  ypu  the  choiced  tokens 
of  its  beneficence  ;  that  your  union  and 
brotherly  alfcftion  may  be  perpetual; 
that  the  free  Conditution,  which  is  the 
work  of  your  han-ds,  may  be  facredly 
maintained  ;  that  its  Adminidration  in 
every  department  may  be  damped  with 
wifdom  and  virtue  ;  that,  in  tine,  the 
happinels  of  the  people  of  thefe  States, 
under  the  aufpices  of  Liberty,  may  be 
made  complete,  by  fo  careful  a  prefer- 
vation  and  fo  prudent  a  ufe  of  jhis  blef- 
fing,  as  will  acquire  to  them  the  glory  of 
recommending  it  to  the  applaufe,  the  af- 
feftion  and  adoption  of  every  nation 
which  is  yet  a  ftranger  to  it. 

Here,  perhaps,  1  ought  to  flop,  But 

foil- 
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folicitude  for  your  welfare,  which  can- 
rot  end  but  with  my  life,  and  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger  natural  to  that 
folicitude,  urge  me,  on  an  occafton  like 
the  prelent,  to  offer  to  yoiir  i'oleirin 
tontcmplation,  and  to  recommend  to 
your  frequent  reviefv,  foihe  fentiments, 
which  are  the  refult  of  much  reflection, 
of  no  tncohi’derable  obfervation,  and 
ivhich  appear  to  me  all  important  to  the 
permanency  of  your  felicity  as  a  people. 
—  Thel'c  will  oe  offered  to  you  with  the 
more  freedom,  a§  you  aan  only  fee  in 
them  the  difinterefted  warnings  of  a 
parting  friend,  who  can  polfibly  have 
ho  perfona!  motive  to  bias  his  counfel. 
Nor  can  1  forget,  as  an  encouragement 
to  it,  your  indulgent  reception  of  my 
lemiments  on  a  former  and  not  diifimilar 
ofccafion. 

Interwoven  as  is  the  love  nf  liberty 
with  every  ligament  of  your  hearts,  lio 
rfccommendation  of  mine  ntceffary  to 
Funity  or  confirm  the  attachment. 

The  unityof  Government  which  con- 
ftitutes  you  one  people,  is  alfo  now  dear 
to  you.  1 1  is  jufily  fo  ;  for  it  is  a  main 
pillar  in  the  t-diiice  of  your  real  indepen¬ 
dence,  the  lupport  of  your  tranquility 
at  home,  your  peace  abroad;  of  your 
fafety  ;  of  year  profperity  ;  efthat  very 
liberty  you  fo  highly  pri/.e.  But  as  it  is 
ealy  to  forefee,  that  from  different  caufes 
and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains 
will  be  taken,  many  artifices  emploved, 
to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  conviction 
of  this  truth  ;  as  this  is  thepoint  in  yotir 
political  fortrtfs  againft  which  the  bat¬ 
teries  of  internal  and  external  enemies 
will  be  muft  conftantly  and  aCtivcly 
(though  covettly  and  inlidiourty  )  direct¬ 
ed,  it  is  of  infinite  moment,  that  you 
ffiould  properly  eflimatt  the  immenfe 
value  of  your  national  Union,  to  vour 
collective  and  individual  happinefs  ; 
that  you  ffiould  cherith  a  cordial,  habi¬ 
tual,  and  immoveable  attachment  to  it  ; 
accufloin'mg  yourfelves  to  think  and 
lpeak  of  it  r,s  of  the  palladium  of  your 
political  fafety  and  profperity  ;  watch¬ 
ing  tor  its  prel'ervation  with  jealous 
anxiety  ;  difcounrenancing  whatever 
may  luggeft  even  a  fufpicion  that  it  can 
in  any  event  be  abandoned  ;  and  in¬ 
dignantly  frowning  upon  the  nrft  dawn¬ 
ing  of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  por¬ 
tion  of  our  country  from  the  reft,  or  to 
enfeeble  the  facred  ties  which  now 
link  together  its- various  parts. 

^or  tuis  you  have  every  inducement  of 
fymparhy  and  intereft.  Citirens,  by 
birth  or  choice,  <5f  a  common  country, 
Vol.  XXX,  Nov.  1796,  1 
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that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate 
your  affeCtions.  The  name  of  Ameri¬ 
cas,  which  belongs  to  you,  in  your 
national  capacity,  muft  always  exalt  the 
juft  pride  of  patriotifm,  more  than  any 
appellation  derived  from  local  difcrimi- 
nati.ons.  With  flight  fbades  of  diffe¬ 
rence,  you  have  the  fame  religion,  man- 
neis,  haoits,  and  political  principles. 
You  have  in  a  common  caul'e  fought  and 
triumphed  together  ;  the  Independence 
and  Liberty  you  poffefs  are  the  work 
of  joint  councils  and  joint  efforts,  of 
common  dangers,  fufferings,  and  fuc- 
ceffes. 

But  thefc  ccnfiderations,  however 
powerfully  they  addrefs  themfelves  to 
your  fenfibility,  are  greatly  outweighed 
by  thole  which  apply  more  immediately 
to  vour  intereft. — Here  every  portion 
of  our  country  finds  the  moft  command¬ 
ing  motive  for  carefully  guarding  and 
preferving  the  Union  of  the  whole. 

The  North,  in  an  unreftrained  inter- 
canrf'e  with  the  South,  protected  by 
the  equal  laws  of  a  common  Govern¬ 
ment,  finds  in  the  productions  of  the 
latter,  great  additional  refources  of  ma¬ 
ritime  and  commercial  enterprife,  and 
precious  materials  of  manufacturing  in- 
duftry.  The  South,  in  the  lame  inter- 
courfe,  benefiting  by  the  agency  of  the 
North,  fees  ns  agriculture  grow  and  its 
commerce  expand  ;  turning  partly  into 
its  own  channels  the  feamen  of  the 
North,  it  finds  its  particular  navigation 
invigorated  ; — and  while  it  contributes 
in  different  ways,  tonourifh  and  increafe 
the  general  mafs  of  the  national  naviga¬ 
tion,  it  looks  forward  to  the  protection 
of  a  maritime  ftrength,  to  which  itfclf 
is  unequally  adapted.  The  Eaft,  in  a 
like  intercourfe  with  the  Weft,  already 
finds,  and  in  the  progreffive  improve¬ 
ment  of  interior  communication  by  land 
and  water,  will  more  and  more  find,  a 
valuable  vent  for  the  commodities  which 
it  brings  from  abroad,  or  manufactures 
?.t  home.  The  Welt  derives  from  the 
Eaft  fuppliesrequ  fite  to  its  growth  and 
comfort — and  what  is  perhaps  of  ftill 
greater  cenfequence,  it  muft  of  neceffity 
owe  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  indifpen- 
fable  outlets  for  its  own  productions  to 
the  weight,  influence,  and  the  future 
maritime  ftrength  of  the  Atlantic  fide 
of  the  Union,  direCted  by  an  indiffo- 
luble  community  of  intereft  as  one  Na¬ 
tion. — Any  other  tenure  by  which  the 
Weft  can  hold  this  effential  advantage, 
whether  derived  from  its  own  feparate 
ftrength,  or  from  an  apoftate  and  unna- 
B  b  b  rural 
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tural  connexion  with  any  foreign  Pow¬ 
er,  miiftbe  intrin ficaJIy  precarious. 

While  then  every  part  of  our  Country 
thus  feels  an  immediate  and  particular 
inrereft  in  Union,  all  the  parts  com¬ 
bined  can  not  fail  to  find  in  the  united  mafs 
of  means  and  efforts,  greater  ftrength, 
greater  refource,  proportionably  greater 
lccurity  from  external  danger,  a  ltfs 
frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  by 
foreign  nations,  and,  what  is  of  inefii- 
mable  value  !  they  muft  derive  from 
Union  an  exemption  from  thofe  broils 
and  wars  between  rhemfelves,  which  fo 
frequently  afflitt  neighbouring  countries 
not  tied  together  by  the  fame  Govern¬ 
ment;  which  their  own  rivalfhips  alone 
would  be  fufficient  to  produce,  but  which 
oppofite  foreign  alliances,  attachments, 
and  intrigues  would  ftimulate  and  im- 
bitter.  Hence,  likewife,  they  will  avoid 
the  neceffity  of  thofe  overgrown  efta- 
bliffimcnts,  which  under  anv  form  of 
Government  are  inaufpicious  to  Liber¬ 
ty,  and  which  are  to  be  regarded  as  par¬ 
ticularly  hofti'le  to  Republican  Liberty  ; 
in  this  fenfc  it  is,  that  your  Union 
ought  to  be  confidered  a3  a  main  prop 
of  your  Liberty,  and  that  the  love  of  the 
one  ought  to  endear  to  you  the  prel’er- 
vation  of  the  other. 

Thefe  confiderations  fpeak  a  perfua- 
five  language  to  every  reftedting  and 
virtuous  mind,  and  exhibit  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  Union  as  a  primary  objeft  of 
patriotic  defire.  Is  there  a  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  a  common  Government  can  em¬ 
brace  fo  large  a  fpherc  ?  Let  experience 
folve  it.  To  liften  to  mere  (peculations 
in  fuch  a  cafe  were  criminal.  We  are 
authorifed  to  hope  that  a  proper  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  whole,  with  the  Auxi¬ 
liary  Agency  of  Governments  for  the  re- 
Ipedtive  Subdivisions,  will  afford  a  iappy 
iflue  to  the  experiment.  ’Tis  well  worth 
a  fair  and  full  experiment.  With  fuch 
powerful  and  obvious  motives  to  Union, 
affedling  all  parts  of  our  country,  while 
experience  lhall  not  have  demonftrated 
its  impradlicability,  there  will  always  be 
reafon  to  diftrufl  the  patriotifmof  thofe, 
who  in  any  quarter  may  endeavour  to 
weaken  its  bands. 

In  contemplating  the  caufes  which 
may  difturb  our  Union,  it  occurs  as 
matter  of  ferious  concern,  that  any 
ground  ffiould  have  been  furniihed  for 
charafterifing  parties  by  geographical 
diferiminations,  Northern  and  Southern, 
Atlantic  and  Weftern?  whence  deign¬ 
ing  men  may  endeavour  to  excite  a  be¬ 
lief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of  lo¬ 


cal  interefts  and  views.  One  of  the 
pedients  of  party  to  acquire  influence, 
within  particular  diftridls,  is  to  milre* 
prefent  the  opinions  and  aims  of  other 
diftridts.  You  cannot  fhield  yourlelvej 
toomuchagainft  the  jealoufies  and  heat  t- 
burnings  which  lpringfrom  thefe  mifre- 
prefentations  :  they  tend  to  render  alien 
to  each  other,  thofe,  who  ought  to  be 
bound  together  by  fraternal  affedtion. 
The  inhabitants  of  our  Weftf.rn  country 
have  lately  had  an  ufefnl  lefibn  on  this 
head  ;  they  have  feen,  in  the  negocia- 
tion  by  the  Executive,  and  in  the  una¬ 
nimous  ratification  by  the  Senate,  of  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  the  univerfal 
fatisfadlion  at  the  event,  throughout  the 
United  States,  a  decifive  proof  how 
unfounded  were  the  fufpicions  propa¬ 
gated  among  them  of  a  policy  in  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Government  and  in  the  Atlantic 
States  unfriendly  to  their  inrerefls  in 
regard  to  the  Miffiffippi  :  they  have  bet* 
witneffes  to  the  formation  of  two  Trea¬ 
ties,  that  with  Great  Britain,  and  that 
with  Spain,  which  fecure  to  them  every 
thing  they  could  defire,  in  refptdl  to  our 
foreign  relations,  towards  confirming 
their  profperity.  Will  it  not  be  their 
wifdom  to  rely  for  the  prefervation  of 
thefe  advantages  on  the  Union  by  which 
they  were  procured?  Will  they  not 
henceforth  be  deaf  to  thofe  advifers, 
if  fuch  there  are,  who  would  fever  them 
from  their  brethren,  and  r.onnedt  with 
aliens  > 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of 
your  Union,  a  Government  for  the 
whole  is  indifpenfable.  No  alliances,- 
however  ftridf,  between  the  parties  carl 
be  an  adequate  l’ubftitufe  ;  they  muft 
inevitably  experience  the  infradlions  and" 
interruptions  which  all  alliances  in  all 
times  have  experienced.  Senfible  of  this 
momentous  truth,  you  have  improved 
upon  your  firft  effay,  by  the  adoption  of 
a  Conftitution  of  Government  better  cal¬ 
culated  than  your  former  for  an  intimate 
Union,  and  for  the  efficacious  manage¬ 
ment  of  your  Common  concerns.  This 
Government,  the  offspring  of  our  own 
choice,  uninfluenced  and  unawed,  adopt¬ 
ed  upon  full  inveftigation  and  mature 
deliberation,  completely  free  in  its  prin¬ 
ciples,  in  the  diliribution  of  its  powers, 
uniting  fecurity  with  energy,  and  con¬ 
taining  within  itfelf  a  provifion  for  its 
own  amendment,  has  juft  claim  to  your 
confidence  and  yourl'upport.  Refpcft  for 
its  authority,  compliance  with  its  laws, 
acquiefcence  in  its  meafures,  are  duties 
enjoined  by  the  fundamental  maxims  of 

true 
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tr-ue  T.iberty.  The  bafis  of  our  political 
fyftems  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  make 
and  to  alter  their  Conditutions  of  Go¬ 
vernment;  but,  the  Conditution  which 
at  any  time  exids,  ’till  changed  by  an 
explicit  and  authentic  aft  of  the  whole 
people,  is  facrcdly  obligatory  upon  all. 
The  very  idea  of  the  power  and  the  right 
of  the  people  to  edablifh  Government, 
P'  efuppofes  the  duty  of  every  individual 
to  obey  the  edablifhed  Government. 

All  obdrudlions  to  the  execution  of 
the  Laws,  all  combinations  and  alTocia- 
t ions, under  whatever  plaulible  character, 
with  the  real  defign,  to  direft,  controul, 
counteraft,  or  awe  the  regulagdelibera- 
tion  and  aftion  of  the  Conftitured  Au¬ 
thorities,  are  deftruftive  of  this  funda¬ 
mental  principle,  and  of  fatal  tendency, 
They  fcrve  to  organize  fattion,  to  give 
it  an  artificial  and  extraordinary  force— 
to  put  in  the  place  of  the  delegated  will 
of  the  nation,  the  will  of  a  party,  often 
a  fmall  but  artful  and  enterprizing  mi¬ 
nority  of  the  community  ;  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  alternate  triumphs  of  diffe¬ 
rent  parties,  to  make  the  public  admjni- 
ftration  the  mirror  of  the  ill-concerted- 
and  incongruous  projedb  of  fadlion,  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  organ  of  confident  and 
wholefome  plans,  digeded  by  common 
Councils,  and  modified  by  mutual  inte¬ 
nds. 

However  combinations  or  affociations 
of  the  above  deferiptton  may,  now  and 
then,  anl'wer  popular  ends,  they  are  like, 
ly  in  the  courfe  of  time  and  things,  to 
become  potent  engines,  by  which  cun¬ 
ning,  ambitious,  and  unprincipled  men 
will  be  enabled  to  fubverf  ti  <  power  of 
the  people,  and  to  pfurp  for  themfelves 
the  reins  of  Government  j  dedroying 
afterwards  the  very  enemies  which  have 
lifted  them  to  unjud  dominion. 

Towards  the  prefervation  of  your 
Government,  and  the  permanency  of 
your  prefent  happy  State,  it  is  reejui- 
fue,  not  only  that  you  deadily  difeour,- 
tenance  irregular  oppofnions  to  its  ac¬ 
knowledged  authority,  but  alfo,  that  you 
refid  with  care  the  fpirit  of  innovation 
upon  its  principles,  however  fpecious 
the  pretexts.  One  method  of  alfault  may 
be  to  elfcdt  in  the  forms  of  the  Confti- 
tution,  alterations,  which  will  impair 
She  energy  of  the  fydem,  and  thus  to 
undermine  what  cannot  be  diredlly  over- 
tb  town,  1»  all  the  changes  to  which 
you  may  be  invited,  remember  that  time 
and  habit  are  at  lead  as  neceffary  to  fix 
tlie  true  character  of  Governments,  as 

■»f  other  huajar.  inditutious— that  expe- 
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rience  is  the  fured  flandard,  by  which 
to  ted  the  real  tendency  of  the  cxiding 
Conditution  of  a  Country  —that  facility 
in  changes,  upon  the  credit  of  mere 
hypothefis  and  opinion,  expofes  to  per¬ 
petual  change,  from  the  endlefs  variety 
of  hypothefis  and  opinion  and  re¬ 
member,  efpecially,  that  for  the  efficient 
management  of  your  common  intereds, 
>n  a  country  fo  extenfive  as  ours,  a 
Government  of  as  much  vigour  as  is 
confident  with  the  perfeft  fecurity  of 
liberty,  is  indifpenfable.  Liberty  itfelf 
will  find  in  fuch  a  Government,  with 
powers  properly  didributed  and  adjuft- 
ed,  its  fured  guardian.  It  is,  indeed, 
little  elfe  than  a  name,  where  the  Go¬ 
vernment  is  too  feeble  to  withdand  the 
enterprizes  of  Faftiun,  to  confine  each 
member  of  the  Society  within  the  limits 
prefenbed  by  the  Laws,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  all  in  the  fecure  and  tranquil  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  rights  of  perfons  and 
property, 

1  have  already  intimated  to  you  the 
danger  of  parties  in  the  State,  with  the 
particular  reference  to  the  founding  of 
-them  in  geographical  diferiminations. 
.Let  me  now  take  a  more  eomprehenfive 
view,  and  warn  you  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner  agamd  the  baneful  effefts  of  the 
fpirit  of  party,  generally* 

This  fpirit,  unfortunately,  is  infepa, 
rable  from  our  nature,  having  its  roots 
in  the  ftronged  paffions  of  the  human 
„  c  e*ifts  under  different  fhapes 
in  all  Governments, more  or  lefsdifled 
controulcd,  or  oppreffed  ;  but  in  thofe’ 
of  the  popular  form,  it  is  feen  in  its 
greateft  ranknefs,  and  it  is  truly  their 
worft  enemy. 

The  alternate  domination  ofone  faftion 
over  another,  fharpened  by  the  lpiric  of 

revenge, natural  topartydiffention, which 

m  different  ages  and  countries  has  per¬ 
petrated  the  mod  horrid  enormities,  is 

nfelf  a  mod  horrid  Defpotifm.  But  this 

leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal  and 
permanent  Efefpotifm.  The  diforders 
and  miferies  which  refult,  gradually  jn- 
c.ine  the  minds  of  men  to  feck  fecurity 
and  repofe  ;n  the  abfolute  power  of  an 
1J^.d!vclducalr?  and>  fooner  or  later,  the 

Cmef  or  fome  prevailing  Faftion,  more 

able  or  more  fortunate  than  his  compe¬ 
titors,  turns  this  difpofirion  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  his  own  elevation  on  the  ruins  of 
rubJic  Liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  an  ex¬ 
tremity  of  this  kind  (which  neverthe- 
lefs  ought  not  to  be  entirely  out  of  fight) 
the  common  and  continued  mifehiefs  of 
B  '  b  Ore 
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the  fpirit  of  Party  are  fufficient  to  make 
it  the  intereft  ami  duty  ol  a  wile  people 
to  diicouragc  and  reftrain  it. 

It  ferves  always  to  diftrad!  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Councils  and  enfeeble  the  public 
Adminiftration.  It  agitates  the  Com¬ 
munity  with  ill  founded  jealousies  and 
falle  alarms;  kindles  the  :m i in uli t y  of 
one  part  again!!  another,  foments  occa- 
fionally  riot  and  infurrt£lipn.  It  opens 
the  doer  to  foreign  influence  and  cor¬ 
ruption,  which  find  a  facilitated  acceis 
to  the  Government  itfelf  through  the 
channels  of  party  paflaons.  Thus  the 
policy  and  the  will  of  the  country  are 
fubjefted  to  the  policy  and  will  of  ano- 
tlier. 

There  is  an  opinion,  that  parties  in  free 
countries  are  ufeful  checks  upon  the 
adminifl ration  oF  the  Government,  and 
1’erve  to  keep  alive  the  Ipirit  of  liberty. 
This  within  certain  limits  is  probably 
true;  and  in  Governments  of  a  Monar- 
ch’cal  caft,  Patriotifm  may  look  with  in¬ 
dulgence,  if  not  with  favour  upon  the 
fpirit  of  party. 

But  in  thofe  of  the  popular  character 
in  Governments  purely  cledlive,  it  is  a 
fpirit  not  to  be  encouraged.  F ro\n  their 
natural  tendency,  it  is  certain  there  will 
always  be  enoughof  that  fpirit  for  every 
lalutary  purpofe.  And  there  being 
conftant  danger  of  exetfs,  the  efledt 
ought  to  be,  by  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
mitigate  and  affuage  if.  A  fire  not  to  be 
quenched,  it  demands  a  uniform  vigi¬ 
lance  to  prevent  its'burfting  into  a  flame, 
left,  inftead  of  warming,  it  fhould  con- 
fume. 

It  is  important  likewife,  that  the  ha. 
bits  of  thinking  in  a  free  country  fliotiid 
infptrc  caution,  m  thofe  entriilted  with 
its  adminiftration,  to  confine  ihemfe.lyts 
within  their  refpeitive  cooftitution.il 
fpberes,  avoiding  in  the  cxeicilc  of  the 
powers  of  one  department  to  encroach 
upon  another.  The  Ipirit  of  entroach- 
ment  tends  to  confolidate  the  powers  of 
all  the  departments  in  one,  and  thus  to 
create,  whatever  the  term  .or  Govern¬ 
ment,  a  real  defp'tiliv..  A  juft  eft  unite 
of  that  love  of  power,  and  pn  neticls  to 
abufe  it,  which  predominates  in  the 
human  heart,  is  fufficient  to  fatisfy.us 
of  the  truth  of  this  pout  inn.  'I  he 
necelfity  of  reciprocal  checks  m  the 
exercife  of  political  power,  by  dividing 
and  diftributing  if  into  different  depofi* 
tories,  and  conftituting  each  the  Guar¬ 
dian  of  the  Public 'Weal  again!!  Inva¬ 
sions  by  the  others,  has  been  evinced  by 
experiments  ancittit  and  modern  ;  some  of 
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them  in  our  country,  and  uqder  olit  own 
eyes.  To  pr  clerve  th'cm  mu  ft  be  as  ucccd- 
fitry  as  to  iuftitute  them.  1  f,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  people,  the  diftribution  or 
modification  of  the  Conllitutional  Pow¬ 
ers  be  in  any  particular  wrong,  let  it  be 
corralled  by  an  amendment  in  the  way 
wlyith  the  Cpuftitution  designates.  Bt.t 
let  there  be  no  change  by  uiurpation  ;  fpr 
though  this,  in  cue  inftance,  may  be  the 
inftruinent  of  good,  it  is  the  cuftomafy 
in  upon  by  which  Fyee  Governments  are 
dtltroytd.  The  precedent  rnuft  always 
g:  tally  over-balance  ip  permanent  evil, 
any  partial  or  tranfient  benefit  which  the 
ute  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  a*l  the  difpofuions  and  habits 
w  hich  lead  to  political  profperity,  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Morality  are  indifpcnfable  Sup¬ 
ports.  In  vain  .would  that  man  claim  the 
tribute  of  PatnoniVn,  who  fhould  labour 
to  fubvert  thefe  great  pillars  of  human 
happinefs,  thefe  firmed  props  of  the 
duties  of  Men  and  Citizens.  The  mere 
Politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man, 
ought  to  refpufl  and  to  cn.erilh  them.  A 
volume  could  not  trace  all  their  cou- 
nedlion  with  private  and  public  feli¬ 
city.  Let  it  fun  ply  be  atked,  where  iq 
the  fecurity  for  property,  for  reputation, 
for  life,  if  the  fetife  of  religious  obliga¬ 
tion  difni  the  paths,  whfch  are  the  in  - 
f!  runic  tits'  of  inveft  igatiun  in  Courts 'of 
Juftice?  And  let  us  with  caution  in¬ 
dulge  the  fuppofition,  that  morality  can 
be  maintained  without  religion.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  conceded  to  the  influence 
of  refined  education  on  minds  of  pecu¬ 
liar  ftrudfuic,  re  a  Con  and  experience 
both  foiliid  ns  to  expett  that  national 
morality  cun  prevail  in  expufion  ot  icli- 
gnuis  in  ineiple. 

'Tis  I’ubfiantiallv  true,  that  virtue  or 
morality  is  a' next  Tary  Ipring  of  popular 
Government.  The  rule  inefetd  extends 
with,  i  no  it-  or  Ids  fence  tocveiy  tpecics 
of  fret:  Government.  Who  that  is  a 
fuuere  friend  to  it  can  look  with  in- 
d. (Terence  upon"  attempts  to  (hake  the 
foundation  of  the  labric  r 

Promote,  then,  as  an  objeft  of  prima¬ 
ry  importance,  i (litutions  fbr  the  gene¬ 
ral  diffufum  of  knowledge,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  ftrudlure  of  Government 
gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  is  ef- 
fer.tial  that  public  opinion  fhould  be 
enlightened. 

As  a  very  important  fource  of  flrength 
and  fecurity,  c  fieri  lb  public  credit.  One 
method  of  preferving  it  is,  to  ufe  it  as 
Sparingly  as  poflible  ;  avoiding  occafions 
of  expence  by  cultivating  Peace,  but  re- 
. '  '  ' 1  mem  - 
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fnembering  alfo  that  timely  dilburfements 
to  prepare  for  danger,  frequently  pre¬ 
vent  much  gnater  dilburfements  to  repel 
it;  avoiding  likewifc  the  accumulation 
of  debt,  not  only  by  Ihunning  occafions 
of  expence,  but  by  vigorous  exertions  in 
time  of  peace  to  difcharge  the  debts 
which  unavoidable  Wars  may  have  op- 
cafioned,  not  ungeneroufly  throwing 
upon  ppftcrity  the  burthen  which  we 
purfelves  ought  to  bear.  The  execution 
of  thefe  maxims  belongs  to  yo  jr  Repre- 
fentatives,  but  it  is  neceffary  that  public 
opinion  Ihould  co-operate.  To  facilitate 
to  them  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
it  is  eflential  that  you  ihould  pradtically 
bear  in  mind,  that  towards  the  payment 
of  debts  there  mull  be  a  revenue;  that 
to  have  revenue,  there  mull  be  taxes; 
that  no  taxes  can  be  deyifed,  which  are 
not  more  or  lefs  inconvenient  and  un- 
picafant  ;  that  the  intrinfic  embarraff- 
fnent  infepaiable  front  the  fele£lion  of 
the  proper  objects  (which  is  always  a 
choice  of  difficulties)  ought  to  be  a  de- 
cifive  motive  for  a  candid  conftru&ion 
pf  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
making  it,  and  for  a  fpiritof  acquiel'cenpe 
in  the  meafures  for  obtaining  revenue, 
w  hich  the  public  exigencies  may  at  any 
time  didate. 

Obfervc  good  faith  and  juftice  towards 
all  nations,  cultivate  peace  and  harmony 
with  all  ;  religion  and  morality  enjoin 
this  condud  j  and  can  it  be  that  good 
policy  does  not  equally  enjoin  it  ?  It  will 
be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened,  and, 
at  no  great  diflant  period,  a  great.  Na¬ 
tion,  to  give  to  mankind  the  magna¬ 
nimous  and  too  noyel  example  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  always  guided ’by  an  exalted  juftice 
and  benevolence.  Who  can  doubt,  that 
in  the  couple  of  time  and  things  the 
fruits  of  fuch  a  plan  would  richly  repay 
any  temporary  advantages,  which  might 
be  loft  by  a  ftcady  adherence  to  it  ? 
Can  jt  be,  that  Providence  has  not  con¬ 
nected  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  na¬ 
tion  with  its  virtue  ?  The  experiment, 
ai  leaft,  is  recommended  t>y  every  fen- 
timent  which  ennobles  human  nature. 
Alas  !  it  is  rendered  impolftble  by  jt$ 
vices.*  1  1  •' 

In  the  execution  of  fuch  a  plan,  no¬ 
thing  is  more  eflential  than  that  per¬ 
manent,  inveterate  antipathies  againft 
particular  Nations,  and  paUionat’e  attach* 
i-nents  for  iibers,  Ihould  be  excluded; 
and  that  in  place  of  them  juft  and  ami¬ 
cable  feelings  towards  all  Ihould  be  cul¬ 
tivated.  Tne  Nation  which  indulges 
towards  another  an  habitual  hatred,  or 
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an  habitual  fondnefs,  is  in  feme  degree 
a  Have.  It  is  a  Have  to  its  animofity  or 
to  its  afFeftion,  either  of  which  is  luffi- 
cienc  to  lead  it  affray  from  its  duty  and 
its  intereft.  Antipathy  in  one  nation 
againft  another  d-ilpofes  each  more  rea¬ 
dily  to  offer  inf u  1  c  and  injury,  to  lay 
hold  of  flight  caufcs  of  umbrage,  and  to 
be  haughty  and  intractable,  when  acci¬ 
dental  or  trifling  occalions  of  difpute  oc¬ 
cur.  Hence,  frequent  colhfions,  obfti- 
nate,  envenomed  and  bloody  contefts. 
The  nation,  prompted  by  ill-will  and  re- 
fentmem,  fometimes  impels  to  war  the 
Government,  contrary  to  the  beft  cal¬ 
culations  of  policy.  Phe  Government 
fometimes  participates  in  the  national 
propenfitv,  and  adopts,  through  pallian, 
what  reafon  would  rejeCt  ;  at  other  time's, 
it  makes  the  animoftev  of  the  nation 
fubfervient  to  projedfs  of  hoftility  in  Hi- 
gated  by  pride,  ambition,  and  other  fini- 
fter  and  pernicious  motives.  The  peace 
often,  fometimes,  perhaps,  the  liberty 
of  nations  has  been  the  virtim. 

So  likevvife,  a  paliionate  attachment, 
of  one  nation  for  another  produces  a  va¬ 
riety  of  evils.  Sympathy  for  the  favou¬ 
rite  nation,  facilitating  the  infufion  of 
an  imaginary  common  intereft,  in  cafes 
where  no  real  common  intereft  exifls, 
and  infuling  into  one,  the  enmities  of 
the  other,  betrays  the  former  into  a  par. 
ticipation  in  the  quarrels  and  wars  of  the 
latter,,  without  adequate  inducement 
°,r  juftification.  ft  leads  alfo  to  conceflion'S 
to  the  favourite  nation,  of  privileges 
denied  to  others,  which  is  apt  doubly 
to  injure  the  Nation  making  the  con- 
ce.ifions  ;  by  unneceflafily  parting  with 
what  ought  to  have  been  retained  ;  and 
by  exciting  jealoufy,  ill  will,  and  a  dif- 
pofinon  to  retaliate,  in  the  parties  from 
whom  equal  privileges  are  withheld  ; 
and  it  giyes  tfl  ambitious,  corrupted' 
or  deluded  citizens  (who  devote  thern* 
felves  to  the  favourite  nation)  facility 
to  betray  or  facrifice  the  interefts  of 
their  own  coun  ry,  without  odium,  fomc- 
times  even  with  popularity  ;  gilding  with' 
the  appearances  of  3  virtuous  fcnfe  of 
obligation,  a  commendable  deference  for 

public  opinion,  or  a  laudable  zeal  for 
public  good,  the  bale  or  foolilh  comp'd, 
ances  of  ambition,  corruption,  or  infatu¬ 
ation. 

As  the  avenues  to  foreign  influence 
in  innumerable  ways,  fuch  attachments 
are.  particularly  alarming  to  the  truly 
enlightened  and  independent  patriot. 
How  many  opportunities  do  they  afford' 
to  tamper  with  domeftic  fa&ionsj  to  prac- 


>74  STATE 

tife  the  arts  of  fedmflion,  to  miflead  pub¬ 
lic  opinion,  to  influence  or  awe  the 
Public  Councils  ?  Such  an  attachment  of 
a  fjnall  or  weak,  towards  a  great  or  pow¬ 
erful  nation. dooms  the  former  tube  the 
fate  Hite  of  the  latter. 

A  gain  ft  the  infulious  wiles  of  foreign 
influence  (l  conjure  you  to  believe  me, 
fellow  citizens)  the  jealoufy  of  a  free 
people  ought  to  be  conJian(!y  awake  ; 
iince  hiftory  and  expeiience  prove,  that 
foreign  influence ;s ope  of  the  niuft  bane¬ 
ful  foes  of  a  Republican  Government. 
But  that  jealoufy.  to  be  ufeful,  muft  be 
impartial  5  elfe  it  becomes  the  inftrument 
cf  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  in- 
fiead  of  a  defence  againft  it.  Excellive 
partiality  for  one  foreign  ration,  and 
e  see  Hive  diftike  of  another,  caufe  thofe 
whom  thty  actuate  to  fee  danger  only 
on  one  fide,  and  ferve  to  veil  and  even 
fecond  the  arts  of  influence  on  the 
ether-— -Real  patriots,  who  may  reflft 
the  intrigues  of  the  favourite,  are  liable 
to  become  fufpedted  and  odious;  while 
»•>  tools  and  dupes  ufurp  the  applaufe 
Itnd confidence  of  the  people, to  furrendtr 
their  intcrell 

The  great  rule  of  condufl  for  us,  in  re- 
v+rd  to  foreign  nations,  ts  in  extending 
bur  commercial  relations,  to  have  with 
them,  as  little  /loto/ffl/conncdlion  aspnf- 
tible-  So  far  as  we  Have  already  formed 
engarernents,  let  them  be  fulfilled  witji 
petfuft  good  faith.— jUre  let  HS  flop. 

Europe  has  a  fet  of  primary  intertfN, 
which  to  us  have  none,  or  a  very  remete 
relation,  pence  {he  muft  b?  engaged  in 
frequent  controverfies,  the  caufes  of 
which  are  cfTentially  foreign  to  our  con¬ 
cerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it  tnuft  be  un- 
wife  in  us  to  implicate  ourlelvcs  by  arriii- 
ciH  ties  in  the  ordinary  viciffitudcs  of  lur 
Politics,  or  the  ordinary  combinations 
and  colliftansof  her  frigndfhips  or  enmi¬ 
ties.  .  ... 

•  Our  detached  and  dtftant  fituation  in¬ 
vites  and  enables  us  to  purfuc  a  different 
courfe.  If  we  rtma.in  one  people,  under 
inefficient  Government,  the  period  is 
Q[>r  far  off  when  we  may  defy  'material 
injury  from  external  annoyance  ;  when 
\Ve  may  take  fuch  an  attitude  as  will 
caufs  »be  neutrality  we  may  at  any  time 
jefolve  upon, to  be  fcrupulonfly  rtfpedted  ; 
when  Belligerent  Nations,  under  the 
impi  llibiiity  of  making  acquisitions  upon 
is,  will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giving  us 
provocation  ;  when  we  may  choofe  peace 
•  Oi  war,  as  our  Latsreft,  guided  by  iuftkey 
Stall  covynfet. 
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Why  forego  the  ad  vantages  of  fo  pe¬ 
culiar  a  fituation  ?  Why  quit  our  own  to 
ftand  upon  foreign  ground  ?  Why, by 
interweaving  our  deftiny  with  that  of 
any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace 
and  profperity  in  the  toils  of  European 
ambition,  rivalfhip,  intereft,  humour,  or 
caprice  ? 

’Tis  our  true  policy  to  fleer  clear  of 
permanent  alliances  with  any  portion  of 
the  foreign  world  $  fo  far,  1  mean,  as 
we  are  now  at  liberty  to  do  it ;  for  le? 
me  not  he  underftood  as  capable  of  pa- 
tronifmg  infidelity  to  exifting  engage¬ 
ments.  I  hold  the  maxim  no  lei's  ap¬ 
plicable  to  public  than  to  private  affairs, 
that  honefty  is  always  the  beft  policy, 

I  repeat  it,  therefore,  let  thofe  engage¬ 
ments  be  oblerved  in  their  genuine  fenfe, 
But  in  my  opinion  it  is  qnneceffary,  and 
would  be  unwife  to  extend  them.  Tak¬ 
ing  care  always  tp  keep  ourlelvcs,  by 
fuituble  eftabliflimcnts,  in  a  relpedtable 
defenfive  pofture,  we  may  fafely  truft  to 
temporary  alliances  for  extraordinary 
emergencies,  , 

Harmony,  liberal  intercourfc  with  a!} 
natrons,  are  recommended  by  policy, 
humanity,  ar,d  intereft.  But  even  oup 
commercial  policy  mould  hold  an  equal 
and  impartial  hand;  qefther  feeking  nor 
granting  exclufive  favours  or  preferences, 
eopfuhiog  the  natural  courfe  of  things  j 
diffiufing  and  diverfifying  by  gentle 
means  the  ftreams  of  commerce,  but 
forcing  nothing  j  tllabli thing,  with  Pow¬ 
ers  fo  flilpoled,  in  order  to  give  tradd  a 
flable  courfe,  to  define  the  rights  of  ou^ 
merchants,  and  to  enable  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  fupport  them, conventional  rules 
of  irucrcouife,  the  beft  that  prefent  cir- 
cuniftances  and  mutual  opinion  will; 
permit,  but  temporary, and  ’liable  to  be 
from  time  to  tittle  abandoned  or  varied, 
as  experience  and  cirrumfiances  fliall 
diftate;  conftantly  keeping  in  view,  that 
it  is  folly  in  one  rfhtion  to  look  for  dif- 
intereftod  favours  from  another  ;  that  it 
muff  pay  with  a  proponion  of  its  inde¬ 
pendence  for  whatever  it  may  accept 
under  that  character  j  that  by  fuch  ac¬ 
ceptance  it  it  ay  place  itfclf  in,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  having  given  equivalents  for  mi. 
rhinal  favours, and  yet  of  being  reproach¬ 
ed  with  ingratitude  for  not  giving  more. 
There  t;an  be  nogieatcr  error  than  to 
expeff,  or  calculate  upon  real  favours 
from  nation  to  nation.  ’Tis  an  illufion, 
which  experience  muft  cure,  which  a. 
juft  pride  ought  to  difeard. 

J,r>  ode  ring  to  you,  nxy  countrymen, 

tfcefe- 
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tfttfe  counfels  of  an  old  and  affectionate 
friend,  I  dare  not  hope  they  will  make 
the  firong  and  falling  impreffion  ]  could 
with  j  that  they  will  controfcl  the  ufual 
Current  of  the  palfions,  or  prevent  our 
nation  from  running  the  co'urfe  which 
has  hitherto  marked  the  deftiny  of  na¬ 
tions  :  But  if  1  ftiay  even  Batter  myfelf, 
that  they  may  he  productive  of  forrie 
partial  benefit,  forne  occafional  good  ; 
that  they  may  now  and  then  yecur  to 
moderate  the  fury  of  party  fpirit,  to 
warn  againft  the  ir.ifchiefs  of  foreign 
intrigue,  to  guard  againft  the  impoftors 
of  pretended  patriotifm  ;  this  hope  will 
be  a  full  retompence  fot  the  folicitude 
for  your  welfare  by  which  they  have 
been  dictated. 

How  far,  in  the  difcharge  of  my  oftkiaj 
duties,  I  have  been  guided  by  the  prin¬ 
ciples  which  have  been  delineated,  the 
public  records  and  other  evidences  of 
my  con.iuft  molt  witnefs  to  you  and 
to  the  world.  To  mvfelf,  the  affufance 
of  my  own  confidence  is,  that  I  have  at 
leaft  believed  myfelf  to  be  guided  by 
them. 

In  relation  to  the  dill  fubfifting  war 
in  Europe,  my  Proclamation  of  22d  of 
April  1793,  is  the  index  to  my  Flam 
Sanctioned  by  your  approved  voice,  and 
by  that  of  your  Reprcfentatives  in  both 
Houles  of  Congrefs,  the  fpirit  of  that 
meafure  has  continually  governed  lne'; 
uninfluenced  by  any  attempts  to  deter 
<?r  divert  me  from  it. 

After  deliberate  examination,  with 
the  aid  of  the  belt  lights  I  could  obtain, 

1  was  well  latisfted  that  our  countrv, 
under  all  the  eircumftances  of  the  cafe, 
had  a  right  to  take,  and  was  bound  in 
duty  and  intereft  to  take  a  neutral  pofi- 
ti'on.  Having  taken  it,  I  determined, 
8$  far  as  lhould  depend  upon  me,  to 
maintain  it,  with  moderation,  perfeve- 
tance,  and  fi’rmnefs. 

The  confideratfons  which  refpeft  tiie 
right  to  hold  this  eonduCt,  it  is  not  necef- 
fary  on  this  oecafton  to  detail.  1  will  only 
obferve,  that,  according  to  my  Under- 
Handing  of  the  matter,  that  right  lb  far 
from  being  denied  by  any  of  the  Belli¬ 
gerent  Powers,  has  "been  virtually  ad¬ 
mitted  by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  a  nernxal  con¬ 
duct  may  be  inferred,  without  any  thing 
more,  from  the  obligation  w  hich  juftice 
and  humanity  impole  on  every  nation  in 
cafes  in  v  hich  it  is  free  to  aCt,  to  main¬ 
tain  inviolate  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  towards  other  nations.- 
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The  inducements  of  intereft  For  ofe- 
ferving  that  conduCt  will  beft  be  refer¬ 
red  to  your  own  reflections  and  experi¬ 
ence.  With  me,  a  predominant  motive 
has  been  to  endeavour  to  gain  time 
our  country  to  fettle  and  mature  its  yet 
recent  inftitutions,  and  to  prog  re  ls» 
without  interruption,  to  that  degree  of 
ftrength  and  confiftency,  which  rs  ae- 
ceffary  to  give  its  humanly  fpeaking, 
the  command  of  its  own  fortunes. 

Though  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of 
Administration  I  am  unconftious  of  in¬ 
tentional  error,  I  am  neverthelefs  to@ 
fen  fib  ie  tsf  my  defeCts,  not  to  think  it 
probable  that  I  may  have  committed 
many  errors.  Whatever  they  may  be, 
l  fervently  befeech  the  Almighty  to  avert 
or  mitigate  the  evils  to  which  they  may 
tend.  I  lhalt  alfo  carry  with  me  the 
hope  that  my  country  will  never  ceafe  to 
view  them  with  indulgence  5  and  that 
after  forty -five  years  of  my  life  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  its  lervice,  with  an  upright  zeal,- 
the  faults  of  incompetent  abilities  will 
be  configned  to  oblivion,  as  myfelf  na«ft 
foon  be  to  the  manfiori  of  reft. 

Relying  on  its  kindnefs  in  this  as  in 
other  things,  and  aCluattd  by  that  fee- 
ven’t  love  towards  it,  which  is  fo  natu¬ 
ral  to  a  man  who  views  in  it  the  native 
ioil  of  hi-mfelf  and  his  progenitors  for 
feveral  generations,  I  anticipate  with 
pleafing expectation  that  retreat, in  which 
I  promile  myfelf  to  realize,  without 
alloy,  the  fweet  enjoyment  of  partake 
ing,  in  the  midft  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
the  benign  influence  of  good  laws  un¬ 
der  a  free  government,  the  ever  favou¬ 
rite  objedt  of  my  heart,  and  the  happy 
rtwaro,  as  I  truft,  of  our  mutual  cares* 
labours  a-nd  dangers. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
United  States,  Sept.  17,  1796. 
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NOTE 

PRESENTED  TO  THE  AMERICAN 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE  BY  CITI¬ 
ZEN  ADET. 

'T'HE  undeffigned  Minifter  Plenipo- 
tentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  in 
conformity  to  the  orders  of  his  Govern, 
tnent,  has  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  aRefolution  taken  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive  of  the  French  Republic,  on  the 
nth  Miflidor,  4th  year,  relative  to  the 
conduit  which  the  fhips  of  war  of  the 
Republic  are  to  hold  towards  neutral 
veffeis.  The  flag  of  the  Republic  will 
treat  the  flag  ef  Neutrals  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  (hall  fufferit  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  by  the  Englifh. 

The  fentiments  which  the  American 
Government  have  manifefted  to  the 
Underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotentiary, 
do  not  permit  him  to  doubt,  that  they 
will  fee  in  its  true  light  this  meafure, 
as  far  as  it  may  concern  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  will  alfofeel,  that 
it  is  diftated  by  imperious  circumftances, 
and  approved  by  juftice. 

Great  Britain,  during  the  War  (he 
has  carried  on  againft  the  Republic,  has 
not  ceafed  ufing  every  means  in  her 
power  to  add  to  that  fcourge,  fcourges 
(fill  more  terrible.  She  has  ufed  the 
well  known  liberality  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion  to  the  detriment  of  that  nation. 
Knowing  how  faithful  France  has  al¬ 
ways  been  in  the  obfervance  of  her 
Treaties ;  knowing  that  it  was  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  Republic  to  refpeit  the  flags 
of  all  Nations,  the  Britifh  Government, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  War,  has 
caufed  neutral  veffeis,  and  in  particular 
American  veffeis,  to  be  detained,  taken 
them  into  their  ports,  and  dragged 
from  them  Frenchmen  and  French  pro¬ 
perty.  France,  bound  by  a  Treaty  with 
the  United  States,  could  find  only  a 
real  dil'advantage  in  the  Articles  of  that 
Treaty,  which  caufed  to  be  refpedted 
as  American  property,  Englifh  property 
found  on  board  American  veffeis.  They 
had  a  right,  under  this  confideration,  to 
expert  that  America  would  take  fteps 
in  favour  of  her  violated  neutrality. 
One  of  the  predeceffors  of  the  under¬ 
figned,  in  July  1793,  applied  on  this 
lubjedt  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States but  he  was  not  fuccefffui,  Me- 
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verthelefs,  the  National  Convention, 
who,  by  their  Decree  of  the  9th  May 
1793,  had  ordered  the  feizure  of  ene¬ 
my’s  property  on  board  neutral  veffeis, 
declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
meafure  (hould  cfeafe  when  the  Englifh 
fhould  refpeft  neutral  flags,  had  except¬ 
ed,  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  the 
Americans  from  the  operation  of  this 
general  order.  'But  the  Convention 
was  obliged  foon  to  repeal  the  law 
which  contained  this  exception  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  to  .Americans  :  the  manner  in 
which  the  Englifh  conduced  them- 
felves,  the  manifeft  intention  they  had 
to  (lop  the  exportation  of  provifions 
from  America  to  France,  rendered  it 
unavoidable. 

The  National  Convention,  by  this,  had 
reftored  the  equilibrium  of  neutrality 
which  England  had  deftroyed ;  had  dis¬ 
charged  their  duty  in  a  manner  juflified 
by  a  thoufand  pad  examples,  as  well  at 
by  the  neceflity  of  the  then  exifting  mo¬ 
ment.  They  might,  therefore,  to  recall 
the  orders  they  had  given  to  feize  the 
enemy’s  property  on  board  American 
veffeis,  have  waited  till  the  Biitifh  Go¬ 
vernment  had  firft  definitively  revoked  the 
fame  erder,  a  fufpenfion  only  of  which 
was  produced  by  the  embargo  laid  by 
Congrefs  the  s6th  of  March  17945  but 
as  foon  as  they  were  informed  that,  under 
orders  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Jay  was  direiled  to  remon- 
ftrate  againft  the  vexatory  meafures  of 
the  Engiifti,  they  gave  orders,  by  the  law 
of  the  13th  Nivofe,  3d  year,  to  the  (hips 
of  war  of  the  Republic  to  refpeit  Ame¬ 
rican  veffeis,  and  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  in  their  explanatory  Refolve  of  the 
14th  of  the  fame  month,  haftened  to  fane- 
tion  the  fame  principles.  The  National 
Convention  and  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  open  and  liberal  conduit  would  de¬ 
termine  the  Ur.ited  States  totife  every  effort 
to  put  a  (top  to  the  vexations  impofed 
upon  their  commerce,  to  the  injury  of  the 
French  Republic.  They  were  deceived 
in  this  hope  5  and  though  the  Treaty  of 
friendfhip,  navigation,  and  commerce, 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  had  been  figned  fix  weeks  before 
France  adopted  the  meafure  I  have  juft: 
fpoken  of,  the  Englifh  did  not  abandon 
the  plan  they  had  formed,  and  continued  to 
flop  and  carry  into  their  ports  all  Ameri- 
S  ,  can 
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can  veflcls  bound  to  French  ports,  or 
returning  frorfi  them. 

This  conduft  was  the  fubjeft  of  a  Note 
which  the  underfigned  addreffed  on  the 
the  7thVendemiaire(a9ih  September  1795, 
O.  S.)  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
remonftrances  which  it  contained  were 
founded  on  the  duties  of  Neutrality,  upon 
the  principles  which  Mr.  JefFerlon  had 
laid  down  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Pinck¬ 
ney,  dated  the  13th  September  179+. 
Yet  this  Note  has  remained  without  an 
anlwer,  though  recalled  to  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  Secretary  of  State  by  a  dif- 
pafch  of  the  9th  Germinal,  4-th  year  (19th 
March  1796,  O.  S.)  and  American  vef- 
i'els  bound  to  French  ports,  or  returning 
from  them,  have  ftill  been  feized  by  the 
Englifl).  Indeed  more  5  they  have  added 
a  new  vexation  to  thofe  they  had  already 
impofed  upon  Americans  :  they  have  im- 
prefled  feamen  from  on  board  American 
vefiels,  and  have  thus  found  the  means 
of  lfrengthening  their  crews  at  the  expence 
of  the  Americans,  without  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  having  made 
known  to  the  underfigned  the  fteps  they 
had  taken  to  obtain  fatisfaftion  for  this 
violation  of  neutrality,  fo  hurtful  to  the 
irrterelfs  of  France,  as  the  underfigned 
hath  let  forth  in  his  Dilpatches  to  the 
Secrcuiy  of  State  of  the  <f  h  Germinal, 
4th  year  (29th  March_i796,  O.S.),  19th 
Germinal  (Sth  April  1796),  and  it!  Flo- 
real  (zoth  April  1796),  which  have  re¬ 
mained  without  an  anlwer. 

The  French  Government,  then,  finds 
itfelf,  with  refpect  to  America  at  the 
prefeut  time,  in  circumftances  iimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  year  1795:  and  if  it  lees 
itfelf  obliged  to  abandon  with  refpeft  to 
them,  and  neutral  Powers  in  general,  the 
favourable  line  of  conduit  they  purfued, 
and  to  adopt  different  meafures,  the  blame 
fhould  tall  upon  the  Britilh  Government : 
it  is  their  conduit  which  the  French 
Government  has  been  obliged  to  follow. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  conceives  it  his  duty  to  remark  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  neutral 
Governments,  or  the  Allies  of  the  Re¬ 
public,  have  nothing  to  fear  as  to  the 
ticatment  of  their  flag  by  the  French, 
fince,  if  keeping  witnin  the  bounds  of 
their  neutrality,  they  caul*  the  right  of 
that  neutrality  to  be  refpefted  by  the 
Englifh,  the  Republic  will  refpeft  them. 
But  if  through  weaknefs,  partiality,  or 
other  motives,  they  lliould  fuft'erthe  En- 
glilhtol'portwith  that  neutral  y,  and  turn 
rt  H>  their  advantage*  could  they  then 


complain  when  France,  to  reftbre  the 
balance  of  neutrality  to  its  equilibrium, 
(hall  aft  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  En- 
glifh  i  No,  certainly ;  for  the  neutrality 
of  a  nation  confifts  in  granting  to  Belli¬ 
gerent  Powers  the  fame  advantages  ;  and 
that  neutrality  no  longer  exifts,  when,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  War,  that  neutral  nation 
grants  to  one  of  the  Belligerent  Powers 
advantages  not  ftipulated  by  Treaties  an¬ 
terior  to  the  War,  or  fuffers  that  Power 
to  feize  upon  them.  The  neutral  Go¬ 
vernment  cannot  then  complain,  if  the 
other  Belligerent  Power  will  enjoy  ad¬ 
vantages  which  its  enemy  enjoys,  or  if  it 
feizes  on  them ;  otherwife  that  neutral 
Government  would  deviate  with  refpeft 
to  it  from  the  line  of  neutrality,  and  would 
become  its  enemy. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  thinks  it  ufelefs  further  to  develops 
thefe  principles.  He  does  not  doubt  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  feels  all  their  force  } 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  maintain  from  all  violation  a 
neutrality  which  France  has  always  re- 
fpefted,  and  will  always  refpeft,  when 
her  enemies  do  not  make  it  turn  to  her 
detriment. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  embraces  this  opportunity  of  reiterat¬ 
ing  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  affurauce 
of  his  adeem  ;  and  informs  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  will  caufe  this  Note  to 
be  printed,  in  order  to  make  publicly 
known  the  motives  which,  at  the  prelent 
junfture,  influence  the  French  Republic. 
Done  at  Philadelphia,  6th  Brnmaire, 
5th  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
One  and  Indivifible  (27th  Oft* 
179S,  O.  S.) 

(Signed )  P.  A.  ADET. 

No.'ll. 

REPLY  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  GOVERN¬ 
MENT  OF  AMERICA  TO  CITIZEN 
ADET’S  NOTE,  INCLOSING  THE  DE¬ 
CREE  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIREC¬ 
TORY  RESPECTING  NEUTRAL  VES¬ 
SELS.  -» 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  Note,  of  the  27th  ult. 
covering  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Di- 
reftoiy  of  the  French  Republic,  concern¬ 
ing  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations. 

This  decree  makes  no  diftinftion  between 
neutral  powers,  who  can  claim  only  the 
lights  leaned  to  them  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  others  between  whom  and 
she  tjeiuh  Republic  Treaties  have  im¬ 
pofed 
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pofcd  Tpccial  obligations.  Where  no 
1  reaties  exift,  the  Republic,  by  feizing 
and  confifcaiing  the  property  of  their 
enemies,  found  on  board  neutral  veffels, 
would  only  exercife  an  acknowledged 
right  under  the  law  of  nations.  If,  to¬ 
wards  fuch  neutral  nations,  the  French 
Republic  has  forborne  to  execute  this  right, 
the  forbearance  has  been  peife&ly  gra¬ 
tuitous.  The  United  States,  by  virtue  of 
their  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  France, 
ftand  on  different  ground. 

In  the  year  1778,  France  voluntarily 
entered  into  a  Commercial  Treaty  with 
us,  on  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  and 
exprefsly  (Updating  that  free  Jhips  fioould 
tnake  free  goods:  that  is,  if  France 
fliuuld  be  at  war  with  any  Nation,  with 
whom  the  United  States  ftiould  be  at 
peace,  the  goods  (except  contraband)  and 
the  perfons  ot  her  enemies  (foldiers  in 
a&ual  fervice  excepted)  found  on  board 
the  veffels  of  the  United  S:ates  were  to  be 
free  from  capture.  On  the  other  ha  ml— 
if  the  United  States  ffioutd  engage  in  war 
with  any'  Nation,  while  France  remained 
at  peace,  then  the  goods  (except  contra¬ 
band)  and  the  perfons  of  our  enemies 
(foldiers  in  aftual  fervice  excepted)  found 
on  board  French  veffels,  were  alio  to  be 
free  from  capture.  This  is  plainly  ex- 
preffed  in  the  23d  Article  of  that  Treaty, 
and  demonftrates  that  the  reciprocity  there¬ 
by  ftipulated  was  to  operate  at  different 
ptt tods— that  is,  at  one  time  in  favour 
of  one  of  the  contra&i'ng  parties,  and 
of  the  other  at  another  time.  At  the 
prefent  time,  the  United  States  being  at 
peace,  they  poffels  by  the  Treaty  the  ricffit 
of  carrying  the  goods  of  the  enemies  of 
France  without  fubjefting  them  to  cap¬ 
ture.  But  what  do  the  fpirit  of  the  Decree 
of  the  Executive  Diredtory  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  your  obfervations  require  f  That 
the  United  States  ffiould  now  gratuitoufly 
renounce  this  right.  And  what  reafon  is 
afligned  for  denying  to  us  the  enjoyment 
of  this  right  ?  Your  own  words  furnifh  the 
anlwer  :  “France,  bound  by  treaty  to  the 
United  States,  could  find  only  a  real  difad. 
vantage  in  the  articles  of  that  Treaty, 
which  caufed  to  be  reipefted  as  American 
property  Englilh  property  found  on  board 
American  veffels.”  This  requifition,  and 
,  tlle/eaion  afligned  to  fupport  it,  alike 
excite  furpiize.  The  American  Govern¬ 
ment,  Sir,  confcious  of  the  parity  of  its 
intentions,  of  its  impartial  obfervance  of 
the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  ofits  inviolable 
regard  to  Treaties,  cannot  for  a  moment 
admit,  that  it  has  forfeited  the  right  to 
*iaim  a  reciprocal  obfervance  of  ffipulations 
CH  tlis  part  of  the  French  Republic,  whole 
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friendfhip  moreover  It  has  every  reafon 
to  cultivate  with  the  molt  perfed  iincerity. 
1  his  right,  formerly  infringed  by  a  Decree 
or  the  National  Convention,  was  recognis¬ 
ed  anew- by  the  repeal  of  that  Decree.  Why 
it  fhould  be  again  queftioned  we  are  at  a 
lofs  to  determine.  We  are  ignorant  of 
any  new  reftraints  on  our  commerce  by 
the  Britifh  Government ;  on  the  contrary, 
we  poflefs  recent  official  information,  that 
7io  new  orders  have  beeri  ijfued . 

The  captures  made  by  the  Britifh  of 
American  veffels,  having  French  property 
on  board,  are  warranted  by  the  law  of 
nations.  The  force  and  operation  of  this 
law  was  contemplated  by  France  and  the 
United  States,  when  they  formed  their 
T  reaty  of  Commerce,  and  their  lpecial 
ffipulation  on  this  point  was  meant  as  an 
exception  to  an  univerfal  rule;  neither  our 
weaknefs  nor  our  ftrength  have  any  choice, 
when  the  queftion  concerns  the  obfervance 
of  a  known  rule  of  the  law  of  nations. 

You  are  pleafed  to  remark,  that  the 
conduct  ot  Great  Britain  in  capturing 
veffels  bound  to  and  from  French  ports 
had  been  the  fubjeft  of  a  Note,  which,  on 
of  the  29th  September  1795,  was  addrefled 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  which  re¬ 
mained  without  an  anfwer.  Very  fuffi- 
cient  reafons  may  be  afligned  for  theomif. 

1  j’i  The  fubiea>  in  all  its  afpe&s, 
had  been  officially  and  publicly  difcnffed, 
and  the  principles  and  ultimate  mealiires 
of  the  United  States  founded  on  their 
rndifpu table  rights  were  as  publicly  fixed. 

j-r*  16  fubiea  bati  not>  by  the  previous 
ducuffions,  been  already  exhaufted,  can  it 
be  a  matter  of  furprife  that  there  fhould 
be  a  repugnance  te  anfwer  a  letter  con¬ 
taining  fuch  infinuations  as  thefe  : 

It  muff  then  be  clear  to  every  man. 
who  will  difcard  prejudices,  love,  hatred, 
and,  in  a  word,  all  the  paffions  which 
lead  the  judgment  affray— that  the  French 
Republic  have  a  right  to  complain,  if  the 
Ameiican  Government  fuffered  the  E11- 
glilh  to  interrupt  the  Commercial  Rela¬ 
tions  which  exift  between  her  and  the 
United  States:  if,  by  a  perfidious  conde- 
Jcenfioti,  it  permitted  theEnglifh  to  violate 
a  right  which  it  ought,  for  its  own  honour 
and  intcrefi,  to  defend  ;  if,  under  the  cloak 
of  neutrality,  it  prefented  to  England  a 
poniard  to  cut  the  throat  of  its  faithful 
ally  :  if,  in  fine,  partaking  in  the  tyrant 
meal  and  homicidal  rage  of  Great  Britain, 
n  concurred  to  plunge  the  People  of  France, 
into  the  horrors  of  Famine  !"  For  the 
fake  of  preferving  harmony,  filence  was 
preferred  to  a  comment  upon  thefe  inti, 
nuations. 

$  z  You 
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You  are  alfo  pleafed  to  refer  to  your 
letters  of  March  and  April  laft,  relative 
to  impreffes  of  American  feamen  by  Bri- 
tifli  (hips,  and  complain  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  had  not  made 
known  to  you  the  fteps  they  had  taken  to 
obtain  fatisfadion.  This,  Sir,  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  which  concerned  only  that  Govern¬ 
ment.  As  an  independent  nation,  we 
were  not  bound  to  render  an  account  to 
any  other  of  the  ineafures  we  deemed  pro¬ 
per  for  the  protedion  of  our  own  citizens  ; 

£o  long  as  there  was  not  the  flighted 
ground  to  fufped  that  the  Government 
ever  acquiefced  in  any  aggieflion. 

But  permit  me  to  recur  to  the  fubject 
of- the  Decree  of  the  Executive  Directory. 

As  before  obfervtd,  we  ate  officially  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Britilh  Government  have 
i  (fried  no  new  orders  for  capturing  the 
vcflels  of  the  United  States.— We  are  alfo 
officially  informed,  that  on  the  appearance 
of  the  notification  of  that  Decree,  the 
Minifler  of  the  Unittd  States,  at  Paris, 
applied  for  information,  “  Whether  or¬ 
ders  were  ilfued  for  the  feizure  of  neutral 
veiTels,  and  was  informed,  that  no  Inch 
order  was  iffued,  and  further,  that  no  Inch 
order  would  be  ilfued  ,  in  cafe  the  Bntilh 
did  not  feize  our  veiTels.” — This  commu¬ 
nication  from  the  Minifter  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  to  their  Minifter  at  Lon¬ 
don,  was  dated  the  28th  of  Auguft.  But 
the  Decree  of  the  Duedory  bears  date  the 
i+th  Meftidor,  anl'wering  to  the  id  of  Ju¬ 
ly.  Thefe  circumftances,  together  with 
fome  obfei  vations  in  your  Note,  leave  the 
American  Government  in  a  (late  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  real  intentions  of  the  Go. 
vernmentof  France.  Allow  me  then  to  afk, 
Whether,  in  the  adualftateof  things,  our 
commeice  is  conliderecl  as  liable  toluffet 
any  new  reftridions  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Republic  ?  Whether  the  reftraints 
now  exercifed  by  the  Britifh  Government 
are  conlidered  as  of  a  nature  to  juftify 
a  denial  of  thofe  rights,  which  are  pledged 
to  us  by  our  Treaty  with  your  nation  ? 
Whether  orders  have  been  adually  given 
to  the  (hips  of  war  of  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic  to  capture  the  veflels  of  the  United 
States!  and  what,  if  they  exift,  are  the  pie- 
eife  terms  of  thofe  orders  ? 

Thefe  queftions.  Sir,  you  will  fee,  are 
fcjwhiy  iuterefting  to  the  United  States. — 
Jns  with  extreme  concern,  that  the  Go¬ 
vernment  finds  itfelf  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  aficing  an  explanation  of  this 
nature ;  and  if  it  (hall  be  informed  that  a 
new  line  of  conduit  is  to  be  adopted  to¬ 
wards  this  country,  on  the  ground  of  the 
Decree  referred  to,  its  furprife  will  ecpjal 


its  regret,  that  principles  (hould  now  be 
queftioned,  which,  after  repeated  difeuf- 
tions,  both  here  and  in  France,  have  been 
demonftrated  to  be  founded,  as  we  con¬ 
ceive,  in  the  obligations  of  impartial  neu¬ 
trality,  of  ftipulations  by  Treaty,  and 
of  the  Law  of  Nations. —I  hope,  Sir, 
you  will  find  it  convenient,  by  an  early 
anfwer,  to  remove  the  fufpence  in  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
now  held  on  the  queftion  above  dated. 

I  (ball  dole  this  letter  by  one  remark 
on  the  fingularity  of  your  caufing  the 
publication  ef  your  Note. — As  it  con¬ 
cerned  the  United  States,  it  was  properly 
addrtiTed  to  its  Government,  to  which 
alone  pertained  the  right  of  communicating 
it,  in  fuch  time  and  manner  as  it  (hould 
think  fit,  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States.  I  am,  Sir, 

With  great  relped, 

Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 
Timothy  Pickkiuns. 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  3,  179s- 
7o  Mr.  Add,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
oj  tbe  French  Republic. 

No.  III. 

CONGRESS  OB  THt  UNITED  STATES. 
WEDNESDAY,  DEC.  7,  1796. 

THIS  day,  at  twelve  o’clock,  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States  met  both  - 
Houles  of  Cungrefs,  iti  the  Reprefenta- 
tives’  Chamber,  and  delivered  to  them 
the  following 

ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Citizens  of  tbe  Senate,  and 
of  tbe  Ihuje  of  Repnfentati  ves,  _ 

IN  recurring  to  the  interna!  fituation 
of  our  country,  fincc  I  had  laft  the  plea- 
fure  to  add  rtfs  you,  l  find  ample  reafon 
for  a  renewed  expreftion  of  that  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe, which 
a  continued  feries  of  profperity  has  fo 

often  and  (0  juftly  called  forth. 

The  Ads  of  the  laft  Sdfrons,  which 
required  fpecial  arrangements,  have 
been,  as  far  as  circumftances  would 
admit,  carried  into  operation. 

Meafures  calculated  to  enfure  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  friendlhip  of  the  Indians, 
and  to  preferve  peace  along  the  extent 
of  our  interior  frontier,  have  been  di- 
gefted  and  adopted.  In  the  framing  of 
thefe,  care  has  been  taken  to  guard,  on 
the  one  hand,  our  advanced  fettlements 
from  the  ppedatory  incurfions  of  thofe 
unruly  individuals,  who  cannot  be  re- 
ftrained  by  their  tribes  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  proted  the  rights  fecured 
to  the  Indians  by  Treaty  }  to  draw  them 
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nearer  to  the  civilized  date,  and  infpire 
them  with  correct  conceptions  of  the 
power,  as  well  as  juftice,  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment. 

The  meeting  of  the  Deputies  from 
the  Creek  nation  at  Colerain,  in  the 
State  of  Georgia,  which  had  for  a 
principal  objedl  the  purchafe  of  a  par¬ 
cel  of  their  land  by  that  State,  broke  up 
without  its  being  accomplilhed  ;  the 
nation  having,  previous  to  their  de¬ 
parture,  itiftrudfed  them  againft  making 
any  lale  ;  the  occafion,  however,  has  been 
improved,  to  confirm  by  a  new  Trea¬ 
ty  with  the  Creeks,  their  pre-exiftmg 
engagements  with  the  United  States, 
and  to  obtain  their  confent  to  the  elta- 
blilhment  of  trading  houfes  and  mili¬ 
tary  pods  within  their  boundary,  by 
means  of  which  their  friendlhip  and 
the  general  peace  may  be  more  effedtu- 
ally  fecured. 

The  period  during  the  late  Selfion,  at 
which  the  appropriation  was  palled, 
for  carrying  into  effcdl  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  neceffarily  procralti- 
nated  the  reception  of  the  polls  ftipu- 
lated  to  be  delivered  beyond  the  date 
alfigned  for  that  event.  As  foon,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  Governor  General  of  Ca¬ 
nada  could  be  addreffed  with  propriety 
on  the  fubjedl,  arrangements  were  cor¬ 
dially  and  promptly  concluded  for  their 
■evacuation,  and  the  United  States  took- 
pofftihon  of  the  principal  of  them,  com¬ 
prehending  Ofwego,  Niagara,  Detroit, 
Michalimakinac,aiid  FortMiami,  where 
fuch  repairs  and  additions  have  been 
ordered  to  be  made  as  appeared  indif- 
penfible. 

The  Commilfioners  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great 
Britain,  to  determine  which  is  the  river 
St.  Croix,  mentioned  in  the  Tfeaty  of 
Peace  of  1 7S3,  agreed  in  the  choice  of 
Egbert  Benfi#],  Efq.  of  New  York,  for 
the  third  Commilfioner.  The  whole  met 
at  St.  Andrew’s,  in  Paffamaquoddy  Bay, 
in  the  beginning  of  Odobtr,  and  di¬ 
re  fled  furveys  to  be  made  of  the  rivers 
in  difpute  ;  but  deeming  it  impracticable 
to  have  thefe  iurveys  completed  before 
the  next  year,  they  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Bofton  in  Auguft  1797,  for  the  final 
dtcifion  of  the  queftion. 

Other  Commilfioners  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  l'eventh  article  of  the 

rcatv  with  Great  Britain,  relative  to 
captures  and  condemnation  of  veffels 


and  other  property,  met  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  Auguft  laft,  when  John  Trum¬ 
bull,  Efq.  was  chofen  by  lot  for  the  fifth 
Commilfioner.  In  October  following 
the  Board  were  to  proceed  to  bufinefs. 

As  yet  there  has  been  no  communica¬ 
tion  of  Commilfioners  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  unite  with  thofe  who 
have  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  carrying  into  effedt  the 
fixth  article  of  the  Treaty. 

The  Treaty  with  Spam  required  that 
the  Commilfioners  for  running  the 
boundary  line  between  the  territory  of  ' 
the  United  States  and  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  Provinces  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Flo¬ 
rida,  fliould  meet  at  the  Natches,  before 
the  expiration  of  fix  months  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications,  whitli  was 
etfcdled  at  Aranjuez  on  the  25th  day  of 
April,  and  the  troops  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  occupying  any  polls  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  were  within, 
the  fame  period  to  be  withdrawn. —  The 
Commilfioner  of  the  Umted  States, 
therefore,  commenced  hisjourncy  for 
the  Natches  in  September,  and  troops 
vv-^re  ordered  to  occupy  the  polls  from 
which  the  Spanilh  garrifon  fhould  be 
withdrawn.  Information  has  been  re¬ 
cently  received  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Commilfioner  on  the  part  of  his  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty  for  running  the  boundary 
line,  but  none  of  any  appointment  for 
the  adjuftment  of  the  claims  of  our 
Citizens,  whole  veffels  were  captured 
by  the  armed  veffels  of  Spain. 

In  purfuance  of  the  Adt  of  Congrefs, 
palled  in  the  laft  Selfion,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  relief  of  American  Seamen, 
Agents  were  appointed,  one  to  refide  in 
Great  Britain,  and  the  other  in  the  Welt 
Indies.  The  effedls  of  the  Agency  in 
the  Weft  Indies  are  not  yet  fully  as¬ 
certained  ;  but  thofe  which  have  been 
communicated  afford  grounds  to  believe, 
the  meafure  will  be  beneficial.  The 
Agent  deftined  to  refide  in  Great  Bri-» 
tain,  declining  to  accept  the  appoint* 
menr,  the  bufinefs  has  confequently 
devolved  on  the  Minifter  of  the  United 
States  in  London  ;  and  will  command 
his  attention,  until  a  ntw  Agent  IhaU 
be  appointed. 

After  many  delays  and  difappoint- 
ments  arifing  out  ©f  the  European 
War,  the  final  arrangements  for  ful¬ 
filling  the  engagements  made  to  the 
Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  will,  uj 
all  prefent  appearance,  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs  j  but  under  great,  though  in¬ 
evitably 
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evitable  difadvantages,  in  the  pecuniary 
tranfaCtions,  occalioned  by  that  war, 
which  will  render  a  furtner  provifion 
neceiTdry.  The  actual  liberation  of  all 
our  Citizens  who  were  priloners  in 
Algiers,  while  it  gratifies  every  feel¬ 
ing  heart,  is  itftlf  an  carnell  of  a  fatif- 
faotory  termination  of  the  whole  nego¬ 
tiation. 

Meafiires  are  in  operation  for  effecting 
Treaties  with  the  Regencies  of  Turns 
and  Tripoli. 

To  an  aCtivc  external  commerce,  the 

{protection  of  a  naval  force  is  indifptn- 
ible.  This  is  manifeft  with  regard  to 
wars  in  which  a  State  is  itfelf  a  party  ; 
but  befides  tills,  it  is  our  own  experience, 
that  the  moll  linccrc  neutrality  is  not  a 
fufficient  guard  againtt  the  depred  .turns 
of  nartuns  at  war.  To  l'ecure  refpedt 
to  a  neutral  flag  requires  a  n  ival  force, 
organized,  and  ready  to  vindicate  it 
from  infult  or  aggrtilion.  This  may 
even  prevent  the  necefiity  of  going  to 
\Var,Dy  difcouraging  Belligerent  Powers 
from  committing  luch  violations  of  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  party,  as  may, 
firlt  or  latt,  have  no  other  option. — 
From  the  bcft  information  1  have  been 
able  to  obtain,  it  would  feem  as  if  our 
trade  to  the  Mediterranean,  without  a 
protecting  force,  will  always  be  infe- 
cure  ;  and  our  Citizens  expofed  to  the 
calamities  from  which  numbers  of 
them  have  but  juft  been  relieved. 

Thefe  conlidcrations  invite  the  United 
States  to  look  to  the  means,  and  to  let 
about  the  gradual  creation  of  a  navy. 
The  incrcafing  progress  of  their  navi- 
g\:i<  n  promiles  them,  at  no  diltunt 
period,  the  requifue  fupply  of  teamen  ; 
ahd  their  means  in  other  rcfpcCts  fa¬ 
vour  the  undertaking.  It  is  an  encou¬ 
ragement  likevvife,  that  their  parti¬ 
cular  fituuticn  will  give  weight  and 
influence  to  a  moderate  naval  force  in 
their  hands.  Will  it  not  then  be  ad- 
vifcablc,  to  begin  without  delay,  to 
provide,  and  lay  up  the  materials  for 
the  building  and  equipping  ot  fliips  of 
war  ;  and  to  proceed  in  the  work  by 
degrees,  in  proportion  as  our  rtl'ources 
fhall  render  it  practicable,  without 
inconvenience  ;  lb  that  a  future  War 
of  Europe  may  not  find  our  commerce 
in  the  fame  unprotected  Hate  in  which 
it  was  found  by  the  prefent  ? 

Congrel's  have  repeatedly,  and  not 
without  fuccei's,  directed  their  attention 
to  the  encouragement  of  Manufactures. 
The  objrCt  is  of  too  much  conlequence, 
not  to  enl'uie  a  continuance  of  their  efforts* 


in  everyway  which  fhal!  appear  eligible. 
As  a  general  rule,  Manufactures  on 
public  account  are  inexpedient.  But 
where  the  (late  of  things  in  a  Country 
leaves  little  hope  that  certain  branches 
of  Manufacture  will  for  a  great  length  of 
time  obtain  ;  when  thefe  are  of  a  nature 
eflential  to  the  turn, filing  and  equipping  of 
the  public  force  in  the  time  of  War, 
are  not  ellablilhments  for  procuring  them 
on  public  account,  to  the  extent  of  the  ■ 
ordinary  demand  for  the  public  ftruicc , 
recommended  by  Itrong  conliderations  ot 
national  policy,  as  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule  ?  Ought  our  Country  to 
remain,  in  Inch  cales,  dependent  on  foreign 
fupply,  precaiious,  becaule  liable  to  be 
interrupted  ?  If  the  neceliary  articles  fliouid 
in  this  mode  colt  more  in  time  ot  peace, 
will  not  the  fecurity  and  independence 
thence  anting  toi  in  an  ample  compenla. 
tion  ?  Eltablilhments  of  this  foit,  com- 
menfurate  only  with  the  calls  of  the  Public 
Seivice  in  the  time  of  Peace,  will,  in 
time  of  War,  ealily  be  extended  in 
proportion  to  the  exigencies  ol  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  may  even  perhaps  be  made 
to  yield  a  furplus,  tor  the  fupply  ot  our 
Citizens  at  large  j  fo  as  to  mitigate  the 
privateers  from  tne  interruption  ot  their 
Trade.  If  adopted,  the  plan  ought  to 
exclude  all  thole  branches  which  are  al¬ 
ready,  or  likely  loon  to  be  eltablilhed  in 
the  Country,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
no  danger  ot  interference  with  purluits  of 
individual  induftry. 

It  will  not  be  doubted,  that  with  refer¬ 
ence  either  to  individual  or  national  wel- 
faie,  agriculture  is  of  primary  importance. 
In  proportion  as  Nations  advance  in  po¬ 
pulation,  and  other  circumftances  of  ma¬ 
turity,  this  truth  becomes  more  apparent, 
and  lenders  the  cultivation  of  the  foil 
more  and  more  an  objeCt  ot  public  pa¬ 
tronage.  Inltitutions  tor  promoting  it 
grow  up,  fupported  by  the  public  purfe  ; 
and  to  what  object  can  it  be  dedicated 
with  greater propiiuy  ?  Among  the  means 
which  have  been  employed  to  this  end, 
none  have  been  employed,  with  greater 
fuccefs  than  the  eftablifhment  ot  Boards, 
coinpafed  of  proper  characters,  charged 
with  collecting  and  diffuling  informa¬ 
tion,  and  enabled  by  premiums,  and  tmall 
pecuniary  aids,  to  encourage  and  atfift  a 
fpirit  of  difeovery  and  improvement.  This 
fpecies  of  eftablifhment  conti  ibutes  doubly 
to  tl^e  increafe  of  improvement,  by  Itimu- 
lating  to  enterprize  and  experiment,  and 
by  drawing  to  a  common  centre  the  re- 
fults  every  where  of  individual  fkill  and 
obffrvatipn,  and  threading  m  thence 

ove? 


STATE 

oV 

over  the  whole  Nation.  Experience  ac- 
cotdingly  lias  /hewn,  that  they  are  very 
cheap  inftruments  of  immenfe  national 
benefits. 

I  have  heretofore  propofed  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  Congrefs,  the  expediency  of 
eftabliffiing  a  National  Univerfity  ;  and  alfo 
a  Military  Academy.  The  defireablenefs 
el  both  thefe  Inliitiitions  has  lb  con- 
ftcintJy  increafed  with  every  new  view  I 
have  taken  of  the  fubjetf,  that  I  cannot 
onnt  the  opportunity  of  once  for  all  recal¬ 
ling  your  attention  to  them. 

The  Aflembiy  to  which  1  addrefs  my- 
felf  is  too.  enlightened  not  to  be  fully 
lenfible  bow  much  a  flourilhing  Hate  of 
the  Aits  and  Sciences  contributes  to  na¬ 
tional  profperity  and  reputation.— True 
it  is,  that  our  Country,  much  to  its 
honour,  contains  many  Seminaries  of 
Learning  highly  refpeftable  and  ufeful  j 
but  the  funds  upon  which  they  reft  are 
too^  narrow  to  command  the  ableft  Pro- 
fellbrs  in  the  different  departments  of  libe¬ 
ral  knowledge,  for  the  Inftitution  con¬ 
templated,  though  they  would  be  excellent 
auxiliaries. 

Among!!  the  motives  to  fuch  an  Infli¬ 
ction,  the  afliinilation  of  the  principles, 
©pinions,  and  manners  of  our  Country¬ 
men,  by  the  common  education  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  our  youth  from  every  quarter, 
well  deferves  attention.  The  more  ho¬ 
mogeneous  our  Citizens  can  be  made, 
in  thele  particulars,  the  greater  will  be 
our  profpeft  of  permanent  union  ;  and  a 
primary  objeft  of  fuch  a  National  Infti- 
tution  fnould  be,  the  education  of  our 
youth  in  the  fcience  of  Government.  In 
a  Republic,  what  ipecies  of  knowledge  can 
be  equally  important,  and  what  duty 
more  preifing  on  its  Legillature;  than 
to  patronize  a  plan  for  communicating 
it  to  thofe,  who  are  to  be  the  future 
guardians  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Coun- 
fry  ? 

The  inftitutionof  aMilitary  Academy 
is  alfo  recommended  by  cogent  reafons. 
However  pacific  the  general  policy  of 
a  Nation  may  be,  it  ought  never  to  be 
without  an  adequate  ftock  of  Military 
knowledge  for  emergencies.  The  fir  ft 
would  impair  the  energy  of  its  charac¬ 
ter,  and  both  would  hazard  its  fafety, 
pr  expofe  it  to  greater  evils  when  War 
could  not  be  avoided.  Befides,  that  War 
might  often  not  depend  upon  its  own 
choice.  In  proportion  as  the  obfer- 
vance  of  pacific  maxims  might  exempt 
a  Nation  from  the  necellity  of  pradtif- 
ing  the  rules  of  the  Military  art,  ought 
ts  be  its  care  in  preferving  and  tranf. 
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mitting,  by  proper  eftablilhments,  the 
knowledge  of  that  art.  Whatever  ar¬ 
gument  may  be  drawn  from  particular 
examples,  fuperficially  viewed,  a  tho¬ 
rough  examination  of  the  fubjeft  will 
evince  that  the  art  of  War  is  at  once 
comprehenfive  and  complicated  ;  that  it 
demands  much  previous  ftudy  ;  and  that 
the  poffellion  of  it,  in  its  mod  im¬ 
proved  and  perfedt  ftate,  is  always  of 
great  moment  to  the  fecurity  of  a  Na¬ 
tion.  I  his,  therefore,  ought  to  be  a 
ferious  care  of  every  Government  • 
and  for  this  purpoie  an  Academy’ 
where  a  regular  courfe  of  inftruaion  is 
gi\  en,  is  an  obvious  expedient  which 
different  Nations  have  fuccefsfully  em¬ 
ployed. 

The  compenfations  to  the  Officers 
of  the  United  States,  in  various  in- 
flances,  and  in  none  more  than  in  rc- 
fpe£t  to  the  mod  important  ftatiocs, 
appear  to  call  for  Legislative  revifion. 
The  confequences  of  a  defective  pro- 
vifion  are  of  a  ferious  import  to  the  Go¬ 
vernment. 

if  private  wealth  is  to  fupply  the 
defeft  of  public  retribution,  it  will 
greatly  contract  the  fphere  within  which 
the  feledtion  of  charadfer  for  Office 
is  to  be  made,  and  will  proportionally 
diminifli  the  probability  of  a  choice  of 
men  able  as  well  as  upright. — Befides 
that,  it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  vital 
principles  of  our  Government  virtually 
to  exclude  from  public  trufts  talents 
and  virtue,  unlefs  accompanied  by  ! 
wealth.  1 

While,  in  our  external  relations,  fome 
ferious  inconveniencies  and  embarraff- 
ments  have  been  overcome,  and  others 
Jeffened,  it  is  with  much  pain  and  deep 
regret  I  mention,  that  circumftances 
of  a  very  unwelcome  nature  have  lately 
occurred.  Our  trade  has  fuffered,  and 
is  luftering,  extenfive  injuries  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  from  the  cruizsrs  and 
agents  of  the  French  Republic  and 
communications  have  been  received 
from  its  Minifter  here,  which  indicate 
the  danger  of  a  further  difturbance  of 
our  commerce  by  its  authority,  and 
which  are,  in  other  refpefts,  far  from 
agreeable. 

It  has  been  my  conftant,  lincere,  and 
earneft  wiffi,  in  conformity  with  that 
of  our  Nation,  to  maintain  cordial  har- 
rnony,  and  a  perfed!  friendly  under- 
ftandtng  with  that  Republic.  This 
wiffi  remains  unabated  ;  and  I  ffiall 
perfevere  in  the  endeavour  to  fulfil  it, 
to  the  utiricft  extent  of  what  ffiall  be 

con- 


STATE 


PAPERS. 


136 

confident  with  a  juft  and  indifpenftbie 
regard  to  the  rights  and  honour  of 
our  Country  ;  nor  will  I  eaiily  ceafe  to 
cherifh  the  expedition,  that  a  fpirit  of 
juftice,  candour  and  friendffiip  on  the 
part  of  the  Republic,  will  eventually 
ent'ure  fuceefs. 

In  purfuing  this  courfe,  howevdr,  I 
cannot  forget  what  is  due  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  our  Government  and  Nation  ; 
Of  to  a  full  and  entire  confidence  in  the 
good  fenfe,  patriotifm,  felf-refpcd, 
and  fortitude  of  my  Countrymen. 

I  ref’erve  for  a  fpecial  MefTage  a 
more  particular  communication  on  this 
fnterefting  fubjed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Refreftn- 
tati-ves, 

1  HAVE  direded  an  Eftimate  of  the 
appropriations  neceffarv  for  the  Service 
of  the  enfuing  year,  to  be  fubmitted  from 
the  proper  Department,  with  a  view 
®f  the  Public  Receiptsand  Expenditures, 
to  the  Iateft  period  to  which  an  account 
can  be  prepared. 

It  is  with  fatisfadion  T  am  able  to 
inform  you,  that  the  Revenues  of  the 
United  States  continue  in  a  date  of 
progreffive  improvement. 

A  reinforcement  of  the  exifting  pro- 
vifions  for  dilcharging  our  Public  Debt, 
was  mentioned  in  my  Addrefs  at  the 
opening  of-  the  laft  Seflion.  Some  pre¬ 
liminary  fteps  were  taken  towards  it, 
the  maturing  of  which  will,  no  doubt, 
engage  your  zealous  attention  during 
the  prc-fent. — I  will  only  add,  that  it 
will  afford  me  a  heart-fbft  fatisfadion 
to  concur  in  l'uch  further  meafures  as 
will  afcertain  to  our  Country  the  pro¬ 
pped  of  a  fpeedy  extinguifhment  of 
the  Debt. — Tofterity  may  have  to  re¬ 
gret,  if,  from  any  motive,  intervals- of 
tranquillity  are  left  unimproved  for  ac¬ 
celerating  this  valuable  end. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate ,  and  of  the 

Houfe  of  ReprefentativeSy 
MY  iolicitude  to  fee  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States  placed  on  an  efficient 
eftablifnment,  has  been  fo  often,  and  fo 
ardently  exprefted,.  that  I  ffiall  but 
barely  recall  the  fubjed  to  your  view  on 
the  preftnt  occalion  •"  at  the  fame  time 
that  I  fhall  l'ubmit  to  your  enquiry, 
"Whether  our  Harbours  are  yet  fulfil 
ciently  fecured? 

The  lituation  in  which  I  now  ftand, 
for  the  laft  time,  in  the  midft  of  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  the 
United  States,  naturally  recalls  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  Adminiftration  cf  the 
pttfent  form  of  GfvenuneiU  com¬ 


menced  ;  and  I  cannot  omit  the  occafioif 
to  congratulate  you  and  my  Country, 
on  the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment ;  nor 
to  repeat  my  fervent  fupplications  to 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe, 
and  Sovereign  Arbiter  of  Nations,  that 
his  providential  care  may  ftill  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  United  States;  that  the 
virtue  and  happinefs  of  the  People 
mav  be  preferved'  ;  and  that  the  Go¬ 
vernment  which  they  have  inftituted, 
for  the  protedion  of  their  Liberties, 
may  be  perpetual. 

G.  WASHINGTOI 
United  States,  -jth  Dec.  1796. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  TREATY  BE- 

TWEENGREAT  BRITAIN  AND  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

HIS  Treaty  confil'ts  of  twenty-eight 
Articles  : 

The  firft:  Article  eftablifhes  peace 
and  friendfhip  between  his  Bkitan- 
Nrc  Majesty  and  the  United 
States. 

In  the  fecond,  his  Majefty  confents 
to  withdraw  all  his  troops  and  gar- 
rifons  from  all  pods  and  places  within 
the  boundary  lines  alfigned  by  the 
Treaty'  of  Peace  to  the  United  States. 
The  evacuation  is  to  take  place  on  or 
before  the  id  of  June  1796. 

The  third  article  allows  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjefts  and  the  Citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  Indians  dwel¬ 
ling  on  either  fide  of  the  faid  boundary 
line,  freely  to  pais  and  repafs  by 
land  or  inland  navigation  into  the  re- 
fpedtive  territories  of  the  two  parties. 
The  country  within  the  limits  of  the 
Hndlon’s  Bay  Company  is  excepted. 
Veffels  belonging  to  the  United  States 
are  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  ports 
of  his  Majefty’s  faid  territories,  nor 
Britifh  veffels  from  the  fea  into  the 
rivers  of  the  United  States  beyond  the 
higheft  ports  of  entry  for  foreign  vef¬ 
fels  from  the  fea.  The  navigation  of 
the  Miififfippi,  however,  is  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  free.  Goods  and  merchandize 
IH all  be  conveyed  into  the  territories  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  by  American 
citizens,  and  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  by  Britifh  fubjedts,  fub- 
je£t  to  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by 
both  parties. 

The  fourth  article  relates  to  the  af- 
certaining  of  the  extent  of  the  Miififfippi 
to  the  northward. 

The  fifth  article  alludes  to  the  doubts 
that  have  arifen  relative  to  the  river  St. 
Croix,  and  agrees  to  refer  thefe  doubts 
to  Commiffioners. 

The  fixth  article  allows  Britifh  fub- 
je&s  the  power  of  recovering  debts 
due  to  them  by  American  citizens 
previoufly  to  the  peace  ;  which  debts 
have  not  been  recovered  hitherto,  on 
account  of  fome  legal  impediments. 
The  United  States  agree  to  make  full 
and  complete  compenfation  to  the  cre¬ 
ditors  who  have  fuffered  by  thole  im¬ 
pediments.  The  amount  of  the  Ioffes 
and  damages  is  to  be  afeertained  bv  five 
Commiffioners — two  to  be  appointed  by 
Great  Britain,  two  by  th§  Prefident  cf 
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the  United  States,  and  one  by  the  other 
four. 

When  the  five  Commiffioncrs  thus 
appointed  fhall  -firft;  meet,  they  (hall, 
before  they  proceed  to  aft,  refpedtively 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
in  the  prefence  of  each  other,  which 
oath  or  affirmation  being  ib  taken, 
and  duly  attefted,  fhall  be  entered  on 
the  record  of  their  proceedings,  viz. 
I,  A.  B.  one  of  the  Commilfioners 
appointed  in  purfuance  of  the  fixth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com¬ 
merce,  and  Navigation,  between  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  do  folemnly  fwear, 
or  affirm,  that  I  will  honeftly,  dili¬ 
gently,  impartially,  and  carefully  exa¬ 
mine,  and  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment, 
according  tojuftice  and  equity,  decide 
all  fuch  complaints,  as  under  the  faid 
article  fhall  be  preferred  to  the  faid 
Commiffioncrs  ;  and  that  I  will  for¬ 
bear  to  aft  as  a  Commiffioner  in  any 
cafe  in  which  I  may  be  perfonally  in- 
terefted. 

Three  of  the  faid  Commiffioners 
fhall  conftitutc  a  board,  and  fhall  have 
power  to  do  any  act  appertaining  t® 
the  faid  Commiffion,  provided  that 
one  of  the  Commiffioners  named  on 
each  fide,  and  the  fifth  Commiffioner 
fhall  be  prefent,  and  ali  decilions  fliall 
be  made  by  the  majority  of  the  voices 
of  the  Commiffioners  then  prefect  ; 
eighteen  months  from  the  day  on 
which  the  faid  Commiffioners  flnll 
form  a  hoard,  and  be  ready  to  proceed 
to  bufinefs,  are  affigned  for  receiving 
complaints  and  applications  ;  but  they 
are  neverthelefs  authorized,  in  an  v  par¬ 
ticular  cafes,  in  which  it  fhall  appear 
to  them  to  be  realbnable  and  juft,  to 
extend  the  faid  term  of  eighteen 
months  for  any  term  not  exceeding- 
fix  months  after  the  expiration  thereof. 
The  faid  Commiffioners  fhall  firft:  meet 
at  Philadelphia,  but  they  fhall  have 
power  to  adjourn  from  place  to  place  as 
they  fhall  lee  caufe. 

The  award  of  the  faid  Commif¬ 
fioncrs,  or  of  any  tnree  of  them  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  in  all  calcs  be  final  and 
concl  ufive. 

The  feventh  article  allows  indemni¬ 
fication.  by  the  Britifh  Government,  to 
fuch  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  have  fuffered,  during  thelat.e 
war,  by  irregular  anffillegal  captures. 
The  United  States  alfo  agree  to  indem¬ 
nify  Britifh  fubjedts  for  irregular  and 
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illegal  captures  takeu'fey  American  fliips 
during  the  war. 

For  the  purpofe  of  afeertaining  the 
amount  of  any  fuch  Ioffes  and  damages, 
live  Commillioners  lhall  be  appointed 
and  authorifed  to  aft  in  London,  ex- 
aftly  in  the  manner  direfted  with  re- 
lpeft  to  thofe  mentioned  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article,  and  after  having  taken 
the  lame  oath  or  affirmation  (mutatis 
mutandis )  the  fame  term  of  eighteen 
months  is  alfo  affigned  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  claims,  and  they  are  in  like 
manner  authorifed  to  extend  the  fame 
in  particular  cafes.  They  lhall  re¬ 
ceive  teftimony,  books,  papers,  and 
evidence  in  the  fame  latitude,  and  cxer- 
cile  the  like  diferetion  and  powers  rc- 
l'pefting  that  fubjeft  i  and  lhali  decide 
the  claims  in  queliion  according  to  the 
merits  of  the  leveral  cafes,  and  tojuf- 
tice,  equity,  and  the  laws  of  nations. 
The  award  of  the  Commillioners,  dr 
any  fuch  three  of  them  as  aforefaid, 
Hull  in  all  cales  be  final  and  ron- 
clulive,  both  as  to  the  julfice  of  the 
claim,  and  the  amount  of  the  fum  to 
be  paid  to  the  claimant  ;  and  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  undertakes  to  caufe  the 
fame  to  be  paid  to  fuch  claimants  in 
fpecic,  without  any  deduftion,  at  luch 
place  or  places,  and  at  fuch  time  or 
times  as  fliall  be  awarded  by  the  fame 
Commillioners,  and  on  condition  of  furh 
releafes  or  alignments  to  be  given  by 
the  claimants,  as  bv  the  faid  Cnmmif- 
ftoners  may  be  direfted. 

The  eighth  article  refers  to  the  two 
former,  and  fettles  the  mode  of  paying 
the  amount  of  the  Ioffe?. 

The  ninth  article  permits  the  fub- 
jefts  of  eacli  country  to  hold  lands  in 
cither  country,  and  to  fell  and  devife 
them. in  the  lame  manner  as  if  they  vvtre 
natives. 

In  the  tenth  article  it  is  agreed,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  war,  no  money  belonging  to 
individuals  lhall  be  ftqucllercd  orcon- 
fifc3ted. 

The  eleventh  article  eftabliftes  a 
perfeft  liberty  of  Navigation  and  Com¬ 
merce  between  the  two  Countries. 

The  twelfth  article  allows  the  Citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  to  carry  the 
roducc  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Veil-Indies,  in  veffels  of  not  more 
than  Twenty  tons  burthen.  The  Citi¬ 
zens  are  alfo  allowed  to  carry  away 
the  produce  of  the  Mauds  to  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  United  States  alone.— 
This  article  is  to  continue  in  force  for 


two  years  after  the  prefent  war,  when 
further  regulations  are  to  be  made 

In  the  thirteenth  article  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty  confents  to  admit  Ameri¬ 
can  veffels  into  the  Briufh  ports  in 
tile  Eaft  Indies.  This  confent,  how¬ 
ever,  is  rot  to  extend  to  the  carrying 
on  of  the  coalting  trade  in  the  Eall- 
Indics. 

The  Citizens  of  the  United  States 
are  not  to  refid  e  or  go  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  Kaft  India  Settlements. 
They  are  not  to  export,  in  time  of  war, 
ftorcs  or  rice  from  the  Ealt- Indies  j 
they  may  touch  at  St.  Helena  for  re- 
frelhment. 

1  he  fourteenth  article  relates  to  the 
liberty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation 
between  the  dominions  of  his  Mftjelly 
in  Europe,  and  : tic  territories  ol  the 
United  States  in  America. 

The  fifteenth  article  Hates,  that  n« 
higher  duties  lhall  be  paid  by  the  lhips 
or  merchandize  of  the  one  parry  in  the 
ports  of  tile  other,  than  the  duties  paid 
by  other  nations.  No  higher  duties 
lhall  be  paid  upon  importation  or  ex¬ 
portation  than  the  duties  paid  on  the 
importation  or  exportation  of  fimilar 
articles  the  produce  of  other  nations. 

The  fixteenth  article  relates  to  the 
appointment  of  Confuls  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Trade. 

The  fwentcenth  article  relates  to 
veffels  being  captured  or  detained,  on 
fulpicion  of  having  enemy’s  property 
on  board.  Such  property  alone  is  to  be 
taken  out  ;  luch  veffels  are  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  to  , lea  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  cargo. 

The  eighteenth  article  decides  what 
articles  the  term  contraband  can  be  ap¬ 
plied  to. 

The  nineteenth  article  provides  fnr 
the  fccurity  of  the  rel'peftivc  fubjefts 
and  citizens,  and  for  the  preventing  of 
injuries  bv  men  of  war. 

The  twentieth  article  relates  to  the 
refufal  of  the  rel’pcftive  parties  to  re¬ 
ceive  pirates  into  any  harbours  or 
towns,  and  to  the  fei/.ure  of  goods  and 
merchandize  taken  by  pirates. 

The  twenty-firft  article  provides, 
that  the  lubjetts  and  citizens  of  the 
two  nations  lhall  not  do  any  afts  of 
hoftility  agaitift  each  other,  and  lhall 
not  accept  com  millions  from  foreign 
States  or  Princes,  to  commit  hoft i li¬ 
lies'. 

The  twenty- fecond  article  prevents 
afts  of  repnfai,  without  due  notice. 

The 
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The  twenty-third  relates  to  the 
treatment  nf  (hips,  officers,  and  crews, 
in  the  rel'pc&ive  ports  of  the  two 
powers. 

The  twenty-fourth  article  provides, 
that  privateers  of  nations  at  enmity  with 
either  of  the  two  Powers,  (hall  not  arm 
their  (hips  in  the  rcfpefhve  ports  of 
the  two  Powers,  or  fell  what  they  have 
taken. 

The  twenty-fifth  allows  the  (hips 
of  war  belonging  to  the  faid  parties, 
to  carry  the  (hips  and  goods,  taken 
from  their  enemies,  whitherfoever  they 
pleale.  1 

In  cafe  of  war  between  the  two 
.nations,  the  twenty-iixth  article  per¬ 
mits  the  merchants  and  others,  of  each 
of  the  two  nations,  to  refide  in  the 
dominions  of  the  other,  and  tocontinue 
>  their  .trade.  ' 

Pile  twenty  feventh  article  agrees 
that  tij.e  two  powers  ffiall  refpettively 
.deliver  upperfons  charged  with  murder 
and  forgerv. 

The  twenty-eighth,  alluding  to  the 
pr.ecdding  articles,  (fates,  that  the  fir  ft 
ten  articles  (hall  be  permanent,  and  that 
th.e  ^tibfequcnt  articles  (the  twelfth  ex¬ 
cepted)  (hall  be  limited  in  their  dura¬ 
tion  to  twelve  years.  The  treaty  is  to 
be  binding  and  obligatory  as  loon  as  it 
is  rati^ed. 

The  treaty  is  figned  Grenville, 
John  Jay. 


OBSERVATIONS  respecting  t«e  P  O  P  TJ  T  attom 

American  states,  I0N  or 

'J'HE  inhabitants  of  a  State  conftitute 
its  real  ftrength,  and  the  increafe 
or  decreafe  of  their  number  furnilhes 
f>ne  of  the  fureft  criterions  to  jud«-e  of 
*s  profperity  5  as  the  former  will  mcvi- 
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tably  take  place  in  every  country  that 
affords  encouragement  and  protection 
to  induftry  and  the  latter,  wherever 
I  hi  cun  ty  d^mps  exertion,  or  unfavour- 
able  circumftances  produce  fuch  a  dif- 
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proportion  between  the  price  of  labour 
and  of  the  nccelfaries  of  life,  as  renders 
fubfiftence  difficult,  and  impedes  the 
acquirement  of  competence.  Whatever 
niay  be  the  {fate  of  particular  countries 
in  thefe  refpecfs,  the  general  increafe 
of  the  human  fpecics  is  little  doubted, 
though  it  would  appear  much  more  evi¬ 
dent  were  it  not  countera&ed  by  the 
deftruftion  of  wars,  epidemic  difeafes, 
and  other  adventitious' evils.  Of  thofe 
countries  in  which  the  increafe  of  po¬ 
pulation  is  undeniable,  America  is  per¬ 
haps  the  moil  ftriking  inftance  of  a  ra¬ 
pid  prrgrefs  in  this  r.efpeft,  The  fir’ft 
Colony  that  fettled  within  the  prefent 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  con¬ 
fided  of  only  abopt  ioq  perfons,  who 
went  oyer  from  this  country  in  the  year 
ifo6;  and  though  many  others  foon 
followed,  the  difficulties  they  had  to 
encounter  were  fo  great,  that  in  1614 
the  number  of  fettlers  remaining  did 
not  exceed  400,  which  fmall  number  has 
progreftively  increafed  in  the  courfe  of 
i8o  years  to  four  millions.  Such  an  un¬ 
common  incrcale  is  the  more  remark¬ 
able,  in  this  inftance,  as  by  an  account 
publifhed  feme  years  fince  of  the  births 
and  burials  of  Bofton,  it  appeared  in 
that  town  the  number  of  the  burials  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  the  births,  and  confe- 
quently  that  the  inhabitants  could  not 
increafe  without  an  annual  fupply  of 
perfons  born  elfewhere.  This  circum- 
ifance  would  furnilh  a  prefumpdon,  if 
more  dirc-il  evidence  could  not  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  the  f.-.ft  was  not  generally 
admitted,  that  the  rapid  advance  of  po¬ 
pulation  in  the  United  States  has  been 
in  a  great  meafure  occafioned  by  emi¬ 
gration  from  other  countries ;  which  is 
ftill  more  fully  confirmed  by  the  refult 
of  the  enumet  ation  which  took  place  in 
1791.  According  to  the  returns  then 
piade,  the  total  number  of  white  males 
in  the  feveral  diftrifts  of  the  United 
Stares  (txclufive  of  the  SAV.  and  N.  W. 
territories)  was  1,596. 944, '  and  of  fe¬ 
males  1,541,161,  the  tormer  being  to 
the  latter  in'  proportion  of  ic'cg  to  964. 
It  is  well  known  that  in  all  cbufiderable 
places  Where  fimilar  accounts  have  been 
taken,  the  number  of  living  males  has 
been  found  iefs  than  that  of  the  females : 
the  exceptions  to  this  general  obferva- 
tton  an.  very  few,  and  only  in  fuch  in- 
ftances  as  may  be  eafily  accounted  for 
from  particular  local  circumftances  ; 
therefore,  'he  contrary  appearing  in 
the  American  Srates,  evidently  proves' 
that  the  popu.atio.-  is  confide rably  af- 
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fetted  by  perfons  removing  thither  fron$ 
other  countries;  it  being  well  known 
that  the  proportion  of  females  who  emi¬ 
grate  is  very  fmall  in  comparifon  with 
the  number  of  males.  Several  Ameri¬ 
can  writers,  obferving  the  rapid  increafe 
of  the  population  of  their  country,  and 
perhaps  not  fufficiently  confidering  or 
being  willing  to  allow  how  much  it  is 
owing  to  the  conftant  accefiion  of  natives 
of  other  countries,  have  endeavoured  to 
(hew,  that  the  probabilities  of  life  are 
higher  in  the  United  States  than  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  confequently  inftances  of  con- 
fiderable  longevity  more  numerous. 
This  is  the  principal  defign  of  Mr.  W. 
Barton’s  Obfervations  on  the  Progrefs 
of  Population,  and  the  Probabilities  of 
the  Duration  of  Life  in  the  United 
Srates,  read  before  the  American  Philo- 
fophical  Society  the  18th  March  1791.” 
How  far  the  arguments  contained  in 
this  ElTay  are  well  founded,  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  a  flight  examination  of  the 
principal  evidence  produced  in  fupport 
of  them.  This  confifts  of  two  tables  of 
the  probabilities  of  life  in  Philadelphia, 
and  fimilar  tables  for  the  town  of  Salem, 
a  fea-Dort  containing  about  8000  inha¬ 
bitants.  The  id  Table  for  Philadel¬ 
phia  is  formed  from  the  Regifters  of 
two  congregations  (among  whom  the 
annual  number  of  deaths  was  only  145) 
from  1755  t0  l79°-  For  twelve  years 
during  this  period  the  bills  yould  Dot  be 
obtained,  which  certainly  feems  to  im¬ 
ply  feme  negligence  in  the  manner  of 
keeping  them,  and  a,uthorifes  a  doubt 
refpedbing  the  accuracy  of  thofe  that 
were  preferved  ;  the  bills  for  two  other 
years  the  Author  thought  proper  to. 
omit,  as  being  years  of  extraordinary 
mortality  among  children.  The  2d  Ta¬ 
ble  is  formed  from  the  fame  bills  for  four 
years  only.  The  Tables  for  Salem  ex¬ 
hibit  evident  proof  of  their  defefts,  by 
{hewing  fuch  an  irregularity  in  the  de¬ 
crements  of  life  as  was  never  obferved 
in  any  confiderabie  place,  where  regif¬ 
ters  have  been  kept  tolerably  corredt. 
Theie  are  certainly  very  (lender  and  un- 
fad  sfadtory  data  to  draw  any  inference 
from  refpeding  the  probabilities  of  life 
in  the  country  at  large,  or  even  in  the 
city  cf  Philadelphia  itielf,  containing!)) 
large  shod)'  as  42,000  inhabitants;  bu^ 
even  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  ta¬ 
bles  are  correct,  the  comparifon  of  them 
with  the  other  tables  given  with  them,' 
is  not  much  in  favour  of  Philadelphia, 
E.  g.  it  appears  by  Tabic  1,  that  out  of 
1000  born  in  this  city,  445  die  under 
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the  age  of  three  years;  whereas  accord¬ 
ing  to  Count  de  Buffon’s  Tables,  only 
4*°  die  in  Paris,  and  413  in  London, 
under  this  age  ;  and  according  to  Dr. 
Halley’s  Table  for  Breflaw,  no  more 
than  290.  From  the  Philadelphia  Ta¬ 
ble  it  alfo  appears,  that  out  of  1000 
births  36S  attain  to  more  than  20  years 
of  age  ;  but:  from  Buffon’s  Tables  433 
live  beyond  this  age  in  Paris,  and  436 
in  London  ;  and  by  the  Breflaw  Table 
523  exceed  it  in  that  city.  Dr.  Price’s 
Table  for  London  is  probably  nearer  the 
truth  than  that,  f  Count  Buffon;  but  as 
Mr.  Barton  in  leveral  parts  of  his  Eflay 
appears  partial  to  the  calculations  of 
Halley  and  Buffon,  it  is  but  right  that 
his  Tables  fhould  be  compared  with 
their’s  in  this  refpeft.  However,  even 
by  Dr.  Price’s  Table  it  appears,  that  at 
moft  of  the  ages  above  twenty  the  mor¬ 
tality  is  not  fo  great  in  London  as  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  ;  fo  that  even  if  it  were  ad¬ 
mitted  that  America  could  furnifh  more 


numerous  inftances  of  great  longevity 
than  any  other  country  (which  is  very 
doubtful),  Hill  it  would  appear  highly 
probable,  that  the  fum  of  exiftence  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  inhabitants  en  grofs,  is  but 
little,  if  any  thing,  more  than  in  moft 
other  countries.  The  fame  inference 
may  be  drawn  from  the  great  propor¬ 
tion  of  inhabitants  under  fixteen  years 
of  age  ;  a  circumftance  by  no  means  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  fuppofed  longevity  of 
Americans  ;  for  unlefs  it  can  be  proved 
that  the  annual  number  of  births  is  in- 
creafing,  and  is  greater  than  in  a  coun¬ 
try  of  equal  population  in  Europe,  this 
fade  mu  ft  refult  from  a  greater  mortality 
in  the  advanced  ages  ;  but  as  the  former 
is  the  moft  probable,  it  would  be' im¬ 
proper  to  adopt  the  latter  conclufion, 
unlefs  it  fhould  be  warranted  by  more 
correft  accounts  of  the  births  and  bu¬ 
rials  in  America  than  have  hitherto  been 
publi  filed. 

J.  J.  Grellier. 


I 


' 


. 


FOR  JULY  1797. 
STATE  PAPERS. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  TO 
CONGRESS,  ON  OPENING  THE  SES- 
SI0N*  May  16. 

Ge7iilemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gcntle- 
men-of  the  Honfe  of  Reprefentatraes. 
•yHE  perfonai  i  nconveniencies  to  the 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
Houfe  of  Representatives,  in  leaving 
their  families  and  private  affairs,  at  this 
ieafon  of  the  year,  are  fo  obviotts,  that 
I  the  more  regret  the  extraordinary 
occafion  which  had  rendered  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Congrefs  indifpenfible. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  the  higheft 
fatisfaftion  to  have  been  able  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  a  reftoration  of  peace 
to  the  nations  of  Europe,  whofe  animo- 
lities  have  endangered  our  tranquillity — 
but  vve  have  ftill  abundant  cauf'e  of 
gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Difpenfer  of 
national  bleffings,  for  general  health 
and  promifing  feafons;  for  domeflic 
and  focial  happinefs;  for  the  rapid 
progrefs  and  ample  acquifitions  of  in- 
duftry,  through  extenfive  territories, 
for  civil,  political,  and  religious  li¬ 
berty  ;  while  other  ftates  are  defolated 
with  foreign  war,  or  convulfed  with 
inteftine  divifions,  the  United  States 
prefent  the  pleafing  profpe#  of  a 
nation  governed  by  mild  and  equal 
laws  ;  generally  fatisfied  with  the  pof- 
feflion  of  their  rights  ;  neither  envying 
the  advantages  nor  fearing  the  power 
of  other  nations  ;  folicitous  only  for  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  juftice,  and 
the  prefervation  of  liberty;  increafing 
daily  in  the  attachment  to  a  fyftem  of 
•Government,  in  proportion  to  their  ex¬ 
perience  of  its  utility  ;  yielding  a  ready 
and  general  obedience  to  laws  flowing 
from  reafon,  and  refting  on  the  only  folid 
foundation — the  affediion  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  fhall 
be  obliged  to  turn  your  thoughts  to 
other  circumllances,  which  admonifli  us 
that  fome  of  thefe  felicities  may  not  be 
lading  ;  but  if  the  tide  of  our  profperity 
is  full,  and  a  reflux  commencing,  a 
vigilant  circumfpedtion  becomes  us,  that 
we  may  meet  our  reverfes  with  forti¬ 
tude,  and  extricate  ourfelves  from  their 
confequences,  with  all  the  (kill  we 
pofltfs,  and  all  the  efforts  in  our  power. 

In  giving  to  Congrefs  information  of 
the  ftate  of  the  Union,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  to  their  confuleration  fuch  meafures 


as  appear  to  me  to  be  expedient  or  ne- 
ceffaty,  according  to  my  conftitutional 
duty,  the  caufes  and  the  objedls  of  the 
prefent  extraordinary  Selfion  will  be 
explained. 

After  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States  received  information  that  the 
French  Government  had  exprefled  fe- 
rious  difcontents  at  fome  proceedings  of 
the  Government  of  thefe  States,  laid 
to  affeft  the  interefts  of  France,  he 
thought  it  expedient  to  fend  to  that 
country  a  new  Minifter,  fully  iriftrudted 
to  enter  on  fuch  amicable  difctiffions, 
and  to  give  fuch  candid  explanations  as 
might  happily  remove  the  difcontents 
and  fufpicions  of  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States.  For  this  purpofe  he 
feledted  from  among  his  fellow-citizens 
a  character  whofe  integrity,  talents, 
experience,  and  fervices,  had  placed 
him  in  the  rank  of  the  moft  efieemed 
and  refpefted  in  the  nation.  The  di¬ 
re#  objeft  of  his  milflon  was  exprefled 
iu  his  Letter  of  Credence  to  the  French 
Republic,  being  “  to  maintain  that  good 
understanding,  which  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  alliance  had  lubfifted 
between  the<  two  nations;  and  to  ef¬ 
face  unfavourable  impreffi  ins,  banilh 
fufpicions,  and  reftore  that  cordiality  ' 
which  was  at  once  the  evidence  and 
pledge  of  a  friendly  union.”  And  his 
inftrudtions  were  to  the  fame  effedt, 
“  faithfully  to  reprelent  the  difpofuion 
of  the  Government  and  People  of  the 
United  States,  their  difpulnion  being 
one,  to  remove  jealoufies  and  obviate 
complaints,  by  ihe  wing  that  they  were 
groundlefs,  to  reftore  that  mutual  con¬ 
fidence,  which  had  been  fo  unfortu¬ 
nately  and  injurioufly  impaired,  and  to 
explain  the  relative  interefts  of  both 
countries,  and  the  real  fentiments  of  his 
own.” 

A  Minifter  thus  fpeciallv  commif- 
ftoned,  it  was  expefted,  would  have 
proved  the  infiiument  of  reftoring  mu¬ 
tual  confidence  between  the  two  Re- 
publics  :  the  firft.  ftep  of  the  Fre»ch 
Government  correfponded  with  that 
expectation  ;  a  few  days  before  his 
arrival  at  Paris,  the  French  Minifter  of 
Foreign  Relations  informed  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Minifter,  the  Prefident  at  Paris, 
of  the  formalities  to  be  obferved  by 
himfelf  in  taking  leave,  and  by  his  fuc- 
ceflor  preparatory  to  his  reception. 
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Thefe  formalities  they  obferved,  and  on 
the  gth  of  De  ember  prefenttd  officially 
to  the  Minifter  of  Foreign  Relations, 
the  one  a  copy  of  his  letters  of  Recal, 
the  other  a  copy  of  his  letters  of  Cre¬ 
dence.  Thefe  were  laid  before  the 
Executive  D  redtory  ;  two  days  after¬ 
wards,  the  Minilier  of  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations,  informed  the  recalled  Ameri¬ 
can  M’nifter,  That  the  Executive  Di- 
redtory  had  determined  not  to  receive 
another  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from 
the  United  States,  until  after  the  redrefs 
of  grievances  demanded  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Government,  and  which  the 
French  Republic  had  a  right  to  expedl 
from  it.  The  American  Minifter  im¬ 
mediately  endeavoured  to  afcertain 
whether  by  refufing  to  receive  him,  it 
was  intended  that  he  ffiould  retire  fo  m 
the  territories  of  the  French  Republic, 
and  verbal  anfwers  were  given  that 
fuch  was  the  intention  of  the  Di- 
redtory.  For  his  own  jollification  he 
defired  a  written  anfwer;  but  obtained 
none  until  towards  the  laft  of  January, 
when  receiving  notice  in  writing  to 
quit  the  territories  of  the  Republic, 
lie  proceeded  to  Amllerdam,  where  he 
propoted  to  wait  for  inllrudtion  from 
this  Government.  During  his  reftdence 
at  Paris,  cards  of  hofpitality  were  re¬ 
futed  him,  and  he  was  threatened  with 
being  fubjedted  to  the  jurifdidtion  of 
the  Minifter  of  Police  —  but  with  be¬ 
coming  firmnefs  he  infilled  on  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  the  law  of  nations,  due  to 
him  as  the  known  Minifter  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  Power.  You  will  derive  fur¬ 
ther  information  from  his  difpatches 
which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

As  it  is  often  neceffiiry  that  nations 
ffiould  treat  for  the  mutual  advantage 
of  their  affaiis,  and  efpecially  to  ac¬ 
commodate  and  terminate  differences, 
and  as  they  can  treat  only  by  Mi- 
nifters,  the  right  of  Embalfy  is  well 
known  and  eftabliffied  by  the  law  and 
ufage  of  Nations;  the  refufal  on  the 
part  of  France  to  receive  and  hear  our 
Minifter  is  then  the  denial  of  a  right  ; 
but  the  refufal  to  receive  him,  until 
we  have  acceded  to  their  demands 
without  difeuffion,  and  without  in- 
veftigacion,  is  to  treat  us  neither  as 
Allies,  nor  as  Friends,  nor  as  a  fove- 
reipm  State. 

With  this  condudl  of  the  French 
Government,  it  will  be  proper  to  take 
into  view,  the  public  audience  given  to 
the  late  Minifter  of  the  United  States 
o,n  his  taking  leave  pf  the  Executive 


Diredlory.  Tire  fpeech  of  the  Prefi- 
dent  difclofes  fentiments  more  alarming 
than  the  refufal  of  a  Minifter,  be. 
caufe  more  dangerous  to  our  inde¬ 
pendence  and  union  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  ftudioufly  marked  with  indigni¬ 
ties  towards  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  It  evinces  a  difpofition 
to  ftparate  the  people  of 'the  United 
States  from  the  Government;  to  per- 
fuade  them  that  they  have  different 
affections,  principles  and  imerefts,  fr  im 
thofe  of  their  fellow  Citizens,  whom 
they  themfelves  have  chofen  to  manage 
their  common  concerns,  and  thus  to 
produce  divifions  fatal  to  our  peace. 
Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled, 
with  a  decifion  which  (hall  convince 
France  and  the  world  that  we  are  not 
a  degraded  people,  humiliated  under  a 
Colonial  fpiiit  of  fear  and  fenfe  of  in¬ 
feriority,  fitted  to  be  the  miferable  in- 
ftruments  of  foreign  influence,  and  re. 
gardlefs  of  national  honour,  character, 
and  intereft. 

I  ffiould  have  been  happy  to  have 
thrown  a  veil  over  thefe  tranfaflions, 
if  it  had  been  polfible  to  conceal  them; 
but  they  have  paffed  on  the  great 
theatre  of  the  world  in  the  face  of  all 
Europe  and  America,  and  with  fuch 
circumllances  of  publicity  and  folem- 
nity,  that  they  cannot  be  difguiled,  and 
will  not  foon  be  forgotten  ;  they  have 
inflifted  a  wound  in  the  American 
bread  ;  it  is  my  fincere  defire,  however, 
that  it  may  be  healed  ;  it  is  my  fincere 
defire,  and  in  this  I  prefume  I  concur 
with  you,  and  with  our  condiments,  to 
preferve  peace  and  friendffiip  with  alj 
Nations,  and  believing  that  neither  the 
honour  nor  the  intereft  of  the  United 
States,  abfolutelv  forbid  the  repetition 
of  advances  for  tecuring  thefe  delirable 
objefls  with  France,  1  (hall  inllitute  a 
freffi  attempt  at  negotiation,  and  ffiall 
not  fail  to  promote  and  accelerate  an 
accommodation,  on  terms  compatible 
with  the  rights,  duties,  interefts,  and 
honour  of  the  Nation; — if  we  hav.e 
committed  errors,  and  thefe  can  be 
demonftrated,  we  fliall  be  willing  to 
corre£l  them  :  if  we  have  done  injuries, 
we  fliall  be  willing  on  convi&ion  to  re¬ 
drefs  them,  and  equal  meaftires  of 
juftice  we  have  a  right  to  expefl  front 
France  and  every  other  Nation.  The 
diplomatic  intercourfe  between  the 
United  States  and  France  being  at 
prefent  fufpended,  the  Government 
has  no  means  of  obtaining  official  in¬ 
formation  from  that  country  ;  never. 
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tfcelefs  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  Executive  Diredtory  paffcd  a  De¬ 
cree  on  the  2d  of  March  lalt,  contra¬ 
vening  in  part  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
Commerce  of  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-eight,  injurious  to 
our  lawful  commerce,  and  endangering 
the  lives  of  our  Citizens. —  A  copy  of 
this  Decree  will  be  laid  before  you. 

While  we  are  endeavouring  to  ad- 
juft  all  our  differences  with  France  by 
amicable  negociation,  rh.e  progrefs  of 
the  war  in  Europe,  the  depredations 
on  our  commerce,  the  perffnal  injuries 
to  our  citizens,  and  the  general  com¬ 
plexion  of  affairs,  render  it  my  indil- 
penfible  duty  to  recommend  to  your 
confideration  effedhial  meafures  of  de 
fence. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States 
has  become  an  interefting  objeft  of  at¬ 
tention,  whether  we  confidtr  it  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  wealth  and  finances,  or 
the  Ifrength  and  relources  of  the  nation. 
W  ith  a  fea  coaft  of  near  two  thoufand 
miles  in  extent,  opening  a  wide  fi  id  for 
fifhenes,  navigation,  and  commerce,  a 
great  portion  of  our  citizens  naturally 
apply  their  induftry  and  enterprize  to 
thefe  objects  ;  any  ferious  and  perma¬ 
nent  injury  to  commerce  would  not  fail 
to  produce  the  moft  embarraffinfj  difor- 


prevent  it  from  being  un- 


ders  ;  to 

dermined  and  deftroyed,  it  is  effcntial 
that  it  receive  an  adequate  proteftion. 

The  naval  eftablifflment  muft  occur 
to  every  man,  whoconfiders  the  injuries 
committed  on  our  commerce,  the  intuits 
offered  to  our  citizens,  and  the  de¬ 
scription  of  the  vtffels  by  which  thefe 
abules  have  been  praftifed  ;  as  the  Of¬ 
ferings  of  our  mercantile  and  feafaring. 
Citizens  cannot  be  afcriDed  to  the 
omilfion  of  duties  demandable,  con- 
fidering  the  neutral  lituation  of  our 
country,  they  are  to  be  attributed  to 
the  hope,  of  impunity  arifing  from  a 
luppofed  inability  on  our  part  to  afford 
protection — to  refill  the  confequences 
of  fuch  impreifions  on  the  minds  of 
foreign  nations,  and  to  guard  againft 
the  degradation  and  fervility  which  they 
tTiuft  finally  (lamp  on  the  American 
character,  is  an  important  duty  of  Go¬ 
vernment. 

A  naval  power,  next  to  the  militia,  is 
the  natural  defence,  of  the  United  States. 
The  experience  of  the  laft  war  would 
be  fufficient  to  fliew  that  a  moderate 
naval  force,  fuch  as  would  be  ealily 
tvithin  the  prefent  abilities  of  the  Union, 
v/ouM  have  been  fufficient  to  have 


'  baffled  many  formidable  tranfportations 
of  troops,  from  one  State  to  another, 
whichwere  then  praftiled  ;  our  feacoafts, 
from  their  great  extent,  are  more  eafily 
annoyed,  and  more  eafily  defended  by 
a  naval  force  than  any  other;  with  all 
the  materials  our  country  abounds  ;  in 
Ikill,  our  naval  architects  and  navigators 
are  equ  d  to  any  ;  and  commanders  and 
feamtn  will  not  be  wanting. 

But  although  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
permanent  fyftem  of  naval  defence  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  requifite,  I  am  fenfible  it 
cannot  be  formed  fo  fpeedily  and  exten- 
lively  as  the  prefent  trills  demands. 
Hitlterto  l  have  thought  proper  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  failing  of  armed  veffels,  except 
on  voyages  to  the  E„(l  Indies,  where 
general  ufuage,  and  the  danger  from, 
pirates,  appeared  to  render  the  per- 
miflion  proper,  yet  the  reftridlion  has 
originated  folely  from  a  wilh  to  prevent 
collufion  with  the  powers  at  war,  con. 
travening  the  A 61  of  Congrefs  of  June, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  and  not  from  any  doubt  enter¬ 
tained  by  me  of  the  policy  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  permitting  our  veffels  to  em¬ 
ploy  means  of  defence,  while  engaged 
in  a  lawful  foreign  commerce.  It  re¬ 
mains  for  Congrefs  to  preferibe  fuch 
regulations  as  will  enable  our  feafaring 
citizens  to  defend  themfeives  againlt 
violations  of  the  law  of  Nations,  and 
at  the  fame  time  reftrain  them  from 
committing  a6ts  of  hoftility  againft  the 
Powers  at  War.  In  addition  to  this 
voluntary  proviiions  for  defence  by  in¬ 
dividual  citizens,  it  appears  to  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  equip  i  he  frigates,  and  provide 
other  veffels  of  inferior  force  to  take 
under  convoy  fuch  merchant  veffels  as 
Ihall  remain  unarmed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  cruifers 
whofe  depredations  have  been  moft  in¬ 
jurious  have  been  built,  and  fome  of 
them  partly  equipped,  in  the  United 
States.  Although  a. i  effedlual  remedy 
may  be  attended  with  difficulty,  yet  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  prefent  the 
lubjedt  generally  to  your  confideration. 
It  a  mode  can  be  devifed  by  the  ivif- 
dorri  of  Congrefs  to  prevent  the  re- 
fources  of  the  United  States  from  being 
converted  into  the  means  of  annoying 
ourtrade,  agreat  evil  will  be  prevented. 
With  the  lame  view  I  think  it  proper 
to  mention,  that  fome  of  our  citizens 
refident  abroad  have  fitted  out  priva¬ 
teers,  and  others  have  voluntarily  taken 
the  command  or  entered  on  board  of 
them,  and  committed  i'puliations  on  the 

com- 


5+ 


THE  EUROPEAN  MAGAZINE, 


commerce  of  the  United  States.  Such 
Unnatural  and  iniquitous  praftices  can 
be  retrained  only  by  fevere  punifh- 
ments. 

But,  befides  proteftion  of  our  com¬ 
merce  on  the  leas,  1  think  it  highly 
neceffary  to  protedl  it  at  home,  where 
it  is  colledled  in  our  mod  important 
ports.  The  diftance  of  the  United 
States  from  Europe,  and  the  well- 
known  promptitude,  ardour,  and  courage 
of  the  People,  in  defence  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  happily  diminifh  the  probability  of 
invasion  ;  neverthelefs,  to  guard  againft 
fudden  and  predatory  incurfions,  the 
Ctuation  of  fome  of  our  principal  fca- 
ports  demands  your  cmifideration  ;  and, 
as  our  country  is  vulnerable  in  other 
interefts  befides  thofe  of  its  commerce, 
vou  will  ferioufly  deliberate,  whether 
the  means  of  general  defence  ought  not 
to  be  increaftd  by  an  .addition  to  the 
tegular  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  by 
arrangements  for  forming  a  provifional 
army. 

With  the  fame  view,  and  as  a  mcafurc 
which  even  in  time  of  univerfal  peace, 
ought  n  t  to  be  negleftcd,  J  recommend 
to  vour  confideration  a  revilion  of  the 
Jaws  for  organizing,  ai  ming,  and  dilci- 
plining  the  militia,  to  render  that  na¬ 
tural  and  fate  defence  of  the  country 
efficacious.  Although  it  is  very  true 
that  we  ought  not  to  involve  ourfelves 
in  the  political  fyftcm  of  Europe,  but 
to  keep  ourfelves  always  diftintt  and 
feparate  from  it  if  we  can;  yet  to  tffeft 
this  reparation,  early,  punctual,  and 
continual  information  of  the  current 
chain  of  events,  and  of  the  political  pro¬ 
jects  in  contemplation,  is  no  lefs  ne- 
ceffary,  than  if  we  were  directly  con¬ 
cerned  in  them.  It  is  necefiary  in  or¬ 
der  to  the  difeovery  of  the  efforts  made 
to  draw  us  into  the  voricx,  in  fealon  to 
make  preparation  againft  them  ;  how¬ 
ever  we  may  confider  ourlelves,  the 
maritime  and  commercial  power  of  the 
world  will  confider  the  United  States  of 
America  as  forming  a  weight  in  that 
balance  of  power  in  Europe,  which 
never  can  be  forgotten  or  neglected. 
It  would  not  only  be  againft  our  in- 
tereft,  but  it  would  be  doing  wrong  to 
one  half  of  Europe  at  leaft  if  we  (hould 
voluntarily  throw  ourfelves  into  either 
fcale;  it  is  a  natural  policy  for  a  nation 
that  ftudies  to  be  neutral,  to  confult  with 
other  nations  engaged  in  the  fame 
ftudies  and  purfuits;  at  the  fame  time 
that  meafures  might  be  purfued  with 
this  view,  our  treaties  with  Pruffia  and 


Sweden,  one  of  which  is  expired,  might 
be  renewed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfeof  Reprefenlatives , 

It  is  particularly  your  province  to 
confider  the  ftate  of  our  public  finances ; 
and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  refpefting 
them  as  exigencies  lhall  be  found  to  re¬ 
quire  ;  the  prelervation  of  pub!  t  credit, 
the  regular  extinguifhment  of  tl  'ublic 
debt,  and  a  provifion  of  funds  t  efray 
any  extraordinary  expences  ii,  of 
courfe,  call  for  your  ferious  a  mtion, 
although  the  impofition  of  m  »v  bur¬ 
thens  cannot  be  in  itfeif  agreeable,  yet' 
there  is  not  ground  to  doubt  that  the 
American  People  will  expeft  from  you 
fuch  meafures  as  their  aClual  engage¬ 
ments,  their  prefent  fecurity,and  future 
interell  demand. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  G  ntlemert 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives , 

The  prefent  firuation  of  our  country 
impofes  an  obligation  on  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  government,  to  adopt  an  ex¬ 
plicit  and  decided  conduft.  In  my 
fituation  an  expofition  of  cue  principles 
by  which  my  adminiftration  will  be 
governed,  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 

it  is  impoifible  to  conceal  from  our¬ 
felves  or  the  world  what,  has  oeen  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  that  endeavours  have 
been  employed  to  fofter  and  eftabiilh 
a  divifion  between  the  Government  and 
People  of  the  United  States.  To  in- 
veftigate  the  caufes  which  have  en¬ 
couraged  this  attempt  is  not  neceffary  ; 
but  to  repel  by  decided  and  united 
councils  and  infinuathns  to  derogatory 
to  the  honour,  and  aggreffions  lo  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  cnnfticution,  union,  and 
even  independence  of  the  nation,  is  an 
indifpenfibie  duty. 

It  muft  not  be  permitted  to  be  doubted 
whether  the  People  of  the  United  States 
will  fupport  the  Government  eftabiilhed 
by  their  voluntary  confent  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  their  free  choice  ;  or  whether 
by  furrendering  th  mfclves  to  the  di¬ 
rection  of  foreign  and  domeftic  factions, 
in  oppofition  to  their  own  Government, 
they  will  forfeit  the  honourable  ftation 
they  have  hitherto  maintained. 

For  myfelf,  having  never  been  in-  , 
different  to  what  concerned  the  interefts 
of  my  country  ;  devoted  the  beft  part 
of  my  life  to  obtain  and  fupport  its 
independence,  and  conftantly  witneffed 
the  patriotifm,  fidelity,  and  perfeverance 
of  my  fellow  citizens,  on  the  moft 
trying  occafions,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
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lefitate  or  abandon  a . . 

rny  heart  has  been  fo  long  engaged 
Convinced  that  the  conduft  of  the 
government  has  been  juft  and  impartial 
to  foreign  nations  ;  that  thofe  internal' 
regulations  which  have  been  eftablilhed 
by  law  for  the  prefervation  of  peace, 
are  in  their  nature  proper,  and  that  they 
have  been  fairly  executed  ;  nothing 
will  ever  be  done  by  me  to  impair  the 
national  engagements,  to  innovate  upon 
principles  which  have  been  fo  delibe¬ 
rately  and  uprightly  eftablilhed;  or  to 
lurrender  in  any  manner  the  rights  of 
the  government ;  to  enable  me  to  main¬ 
tain  this  declaration  I  rely  under  God 
with  entire  confidence  on  the  firm  and 
enlightened  fupport  of  the  national 
legifiarure,  and  upon  the  virtue  and 
patriotilm  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

ANSWER  OF  CONGRESS  TO  THE  PRE¬ 
SIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

SIR>  May  27. 

THE  Senate  of  the  United  States  re¬ 
fuel!  you  to  accept  their  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  the  comprehenfive  and  intereft- 
iflg  detail  you  have  given  in  your  Speech 
to  both  Houles  of  Congrels,  on  the 
exifting  ftate  of  the  union. 

While  we  regret  the  neceftity  of  the 
prefent  meeting  of  the  Legillature,  we 
vvilh  to  expreis  our  entire  approbation  of 
your  conduft,  in  convening  it  on  this 
momentous  occafion. 

The  fuperintendance  of  cur  National 
Faith,  Honour,  and  Dignity,  being  in  a 
great  mealure  conftitutionally  depofitcd 
with  the  Executive  Authority,  we  ob- 
ferve  with  lingular  latisfaftion  the  firin- 
nefs  and  promptitude  exhibited  by  you, 
in  this  critical  ftate  of  our  public  affairs, 
And  from  thence  derive  an  evidence  and 
pledge  of  the  reftitude  and  integrity  of 
your  Adminiftration— And  we  are  len- 
lible  it  is  an  objeft  of  primary  import¬ 
ance,  that  each  branch  of  the  Government 
fhould  adopt  a  language  and  fyftem  of 
conduft,  which  lhallbe  cool,  juft,  anddif- 
pallioriate,  but  firm,  explicit,  and  decided. 

We  are  equally  defirous  with  you  to 
prelerve  peace  and  friendfhip  with  all 
Nations,  and  are  happy  to  be  informed, 
that  neither  the  honour  nor  intereltof  the 
United  States  forbid  advances  forfecuring 
thele  defirable  objefts,  by  an  amicable 
Negotiation  with  the  French  Republic. 

i  his  method  of  adjufting  National 
differences  is  not  only  the  molt  mild,  but 
the  moll  rational  and  humane  ;  and  with 
a  Government  difpofed  to  be  juft,  can 
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caufe  in  which  feldom  fail  of  fuccefs,  when  fairly,  can¬ 
didly,  and  fincerely  exercifed.  If  v.-e 
have  committed  errors,  and  can  be  made 
fenlible  of  them,  we  agree  with  you  ia 
opinion,  that  we  ought  to  correft  them, 
and  compenfate  for  the  injuries  which 
may  have  been  confequent  tirreon  ;  and 
we  trull  the  French  Republic  will  be 
aftuated  by  the  lame  jult  and  benevolent 
principles  of  National  policy. 

W e  do  therefore  molt  fincerely  approve 
of  your  determination  to  promote  and 
accelerate  an  accommodation  of  our 
exifting  differences  with  that  Republic 
by  Negotiation,  on  terms  compatible 


with  the  rights,  duties,  iutereffs,  and 
honour  of  our  Nation  ;  and  you  may  reft 
allured  of  our  mod  cordial  co-operation, 
fo  far  as  it  may  become  neceflary  in  this 
purfuit. 

Peace  and  harmony  with  all  Nations  is 
our  fincere  wilh  ;  but  fuch  being  the  lot 
of  humanity,  that  Nations  will  not  al¬ 
ways  reciprocate  peaceful  dilpofitions,  it 
is  our  firm  belief,  that  effeftual  meafures 
of  defence  will  tend  to  infpire  that  Na¬ 
tional  ielf-defence  and  confidence  at  home, 
which  is  the  unfailing  fource  of  relpeft- 
ability  abroad,  to  check  aggreftior.,  and 
repel  war. 

Whilft  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjiiii: 
our  differences  with  the  French  Republic 
by  amicable  Negotiation,  the  progrel's  of 
the  War  in  Europe,  the  depredations  on 
our  Commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries  to 
our  fellow-citizens,  and  the  general, 
complexion  of  affairs,  prove  to  tts  your 
vigilant  care  in  recommending  to  us  ef¬ 
feftual  meafures  of  defence. 

Thole  which  you  recommend,  whether 
they  relate  to  externa!  defence,  by  peT- 
mitting  our  citizens  to  arm  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  repelling  aggreffions  on  their 
commercial  rights,  and  by  providing  fea 
convoys ;  or  to  internal  defence,  by  in- 
creafing  the  eftablilhments  of  Artillery 
and  Cavalry,  by  forming  a  Provilional 
Army,  by  revifing  the  Militia  Laws, 
and  fortifying  more  completely  our  Ports 
and  Harbours,  will  meet  ourconfideration 
under  the  fame  juft  regard  for  the  fecurity, 
honour,  and  intereit  of  our  Country, 
which  diftated  your  recommendation. 

Praftices  fo  unnatural  and  iniquitous 
as  thofe  you  ftate,  of  our  Citizens  con¬ 
verting  their  property  and  perfonal 
exertions  into  the  means  of  annoying  our 
trade  and  injuring  their  fellow-fubiefts, 
deferve  legal  leverity  commenfurate  with 
their  turpitude. 

Although  the  Senate  believe,  that  the* 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  our  Country 

does 


5<> 


THE  EUROPEAN  MAGAZINE, 


does  not  depend  on  general  and  extenfive 
political  connexions  with  European  Na¬ 
tions,  yet  we  can  never  lofe  fight  of  the 
propriety,  as  well  as  necefiity,  of  enabling 
the  Executive,  by  fuihcient  and  liberal 
fupplies,  to  maintain  and  even  extend 
•ur  foreign  intercourle  as  exigencies  may 
require,  repofmg  full  confidence  in  the 
Executive,  in  whom  the  Conltitution  has 
placed  the  powers  of  Negotiation. 

We  learn,  with  fincere  concern,  that 
attempts  are  in  operation  to  alienate  the 
aft'eftions  of  our  fellow  citizens  from 
their  Government.  Attempts  (o  wicked, 
wherever  they  exili,  cannot  fail  to  excite 
our  utmoft  abhorrence.  A  Government 
chofen  by  the  People  for  their  own  fafety 
and  happmefs,  and  calculated  to  lecure 
both,  cannot  lofe  their  affe&ions,  fo  long 
as  its  Adminiftration  purfues  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  it  was  ereffed. — And 
your  refolution  to  obferve  a  condufl  juft 
and  impartial  to  all  Nations,  a  lacred  re¬ 
gard  to  our  National  engagements,  and 
not  to  impair  the  rights  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment,  contains  principles  which  cannot 
fail  to  lecure  to  your  Adminiftration  the 
fupport  of  the  National  Legillature,  to 
render  abortive  every  attempt  to  excite 
dangerous  jealoufies  among  us,  and  to 
convince  the  world  that  our  Government, 
and  your  Adminiftration  of  il,  cannot  he 
feparated  from  the  affectionate  fupport 
of  every  good  Citizen.  And  the  Senate 
cannot  fuffer  the  prefent  occaiion  to  pals 
without  thus  publicly  and  folemnly  ex¬ 
prefling  their  attachment  to  the  Confti- 
tution  and  Government  of  their  Country  j 
and  as  they  hold  themfelves  refponfible 
to  their  Conftituents,  their  Confidences, 
and  their  God,  it  is  their  determination, 
by  all  their  exertions,  to  repel  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  alienate  the  afieftions  of  the 
People  from  the  Government,  fo  highly 
injurious  to  the  honour,  fafety,  and  in¬ 
dependence  cf  the  United  States. 

We  are  happy,  lir.ee  our  fentiments  on 
the  1'ubjeCt  are  in  perfect  unifon  with 
yours,  to  declare,  that  we  believe  the 
condu£l  cf  the  Government  has  been  juft 
and  impartial  to  Foreign  Nations,  and 
that  thofe  internal  regulations,  which 
have  been  eftablilhed  for  the  prelervation 
cf  per.ee,  are  in  their  nature  proper,  and 
have  been  fairly  executed. 

And  we  are  equally  happy  in  poffeffing 
an  entire  confidence  in  your  abilities  and 
exertions  in  your  ftation,  to  maintain 
u  n  tarn  i  Died  the  honour,  preferve  the 
peace,  and  fupport  the  independence  of 
cur  country,  to  acquire  and  elfablifli 
which,  in  connexion  with  your  fellow- 
citizens,  has  been  the  virtuous  effort  of 
a  principal  part  of  your  life. 


To  aid  you  in  the  arduous  find  ho¬ 
nourable  exertions,  as  it  is  our  duty,  lb 
it  fliall  be  our  faithful  endeavour.  And 
we  hatter  ourlelves.  Sir,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  prefent  Seflion  of  Con- 
grefs  will  manifelt  to  the  world,  that  al¬ 
though  the  United  States  love  Peace,  they 
will  be  independent.  That  they  are  fin- 
cere  in  their  declarations  to  be  jull  to  the 
French,  and  all  other  Nations,  and  expefl 
the  fame  in  return. 

If  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  a  love  of  mode¬ 
ration  and  peace  fliall  influence  their 
Councils — which  we  fincerely  hope,  we 
fliall  have  juft  grounds  to  expeft  that 
Peace  and  Amity  between  the  United 
States  and  all  Nations  will  be  preferved. 

But  if  we  are  lb  unfortunate  as  to  ex¬ 
perience  injuries  from  any  Foreign 
Power,  and  the  ordinary  methods  by 
which  differences  are  amicably  adjufted 
between  Nations  fliall  be  rejefted,  the 
determination,  “  Not  to  fur  render  in  any 
manner  the  rights  of  the  Government," 
being  fo  infeparably  connected  with  the 
dignity,  intereft,  and  independence  of 
our  Country,  fliall,  by  us,  be  fteadily  and 
inviolably  lupported. 

THE  PRESIDENT’S  REPLY. 

Mr.  Fice-t'rejident , 

And  Gi  nlli-men  of  the  Senate , 

It  would  be  an  affeflation  in  me  t® 
diffemble  the  pleafure  I  feel  in  receiving 
this  kind  Addrefs.  . 

My  long  experience  of  the  wifdom, 
fortitude,  and  patriotifm  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  enhances,  in  my  efti- 
mation,  the  value  of  thofe  obliging  ex- 
preilions  of  your  approbation  of  my  con- 
duff,  which  are  a  generous  reward  for 
the  paft,  and  an  affeiting  encouragement 
to  conftancy  and  perfeverance  in  future. 

Our  fentiments  appear  to  be  fo  entirely 
in  unifon,  thpt  I  cannot  but  believe  them 
to  be  the  natural  feelings  of  the  hearts 
of  Americans  in  general,  in  contem¬ 
plating  the  ftate  of  the  Nation.  While 
luch  principles  andaffeflion  prevail,  they 
will  form  an  indifloluble  bond  of  union, 
and  a  lure  pledge  that  our  Country  has 
no  effential  injury  to  apprehend  from  any 
appearances  abroad. 

In  a  humane  reliance  on  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  we  may  reft  allured,  that  while 
we  reiterate  with  lincerity  our  endeavours 
to  accommodate  all  our  differences  with 
France,  the  independence  of  our  Country 
cannot  be  diminifhed,  its  dignity  de¬ 
graded,  or  its  glory  tarnifhed,  by  any 
Nation,  or  combination  of  Nations,  whe¬ 
ther  friends  or  enemies. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

+ 
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PHILADELPHIA,  DEC.  8. 
nrHE  ft.ite  ot  f he  vote  for  Speaker  of  the 
Houle  of  Representatives  of  the  United 


For  Mr.  Dayton 

4.6 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  - 

31 

Mr.  Sedgwick 

i 

Mr.  Smith  (S .  C.) 

i 

—  79 

For  the  Clerk  votes  were. 

Mr.  Bee  1:1  ay 

Mr.  Baynton 

3i 

Mr,  Wheaton  had  fifty  votes 

as  Ser- 

jeant  at  Arms. 

The  following  Members  of  the  Senate 

appeared  in  their  Chamber  of 

Congrefs 

O 

yellerday  ; 

John  Langdon, 

Samuel  Livermore, 

Theodore  Folier, 

Oliver  EHiworth,  ... 
Jonathan  Trumbull, 

Mates  Rohinlbn,  Vermont. 


j-  New  Hampfhire, 
Rhode  Ifland. 

1  Connefli 


Caleb  Strong, 

George  Cabot, 

Rufus  King, 

James  Rol's, 

William  Bingham,  J 
Henry  Latimer, 

Henry  Tazewell, 


J  MalTlichufcttS.- 
New  York. 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware. 


Stevens  T.  Malon,  }Vi,'§!nia- 
Alexander  Martin,  ~1  ,  T  ,r„ 

Timoti)y  Bloodworth,  J-North  Carolina. 
Pierce  Butler,  1  c  .  „  .. 

George.JRe.ad,  j-r>outh  Carolina. 

This  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  tile  Pre- 
fideut  met  both  the  Houles  ot  die  .Leg'll- 
lature  ol  the  United  Sidles  at  Congnis 
Hall,  and  delivered  the  following 

SPEECH. 

Felloio-Citixens  bf  the  Senate  and 
Honfe  of  R-t/refentati-ues, 

I  TRUSI  1  do  not  deceive  myfelf, 
while  I  indulge  the  perfualion  tnat  I 
have  never  met  you  at  any  period,  when, 
more  than  at  the  prel'enr,  the  Situation  of 
onr  public  affairs  has  afforded  juft  caule 
of  mutual  congratulation,  and  for  invit¬ 
es  you  to  join  with  me  in  profound  gra¬ 
titude  to  the  Author  of  al;  Good  for  the 
numerous  and  extraordinary  bleffings  we 
enjoy.  The  termination  of  the  long,  ex- 
penltve,  and  diftrelling  war  in  which  we 
have  been  engaged  with 'certain  Indians 
north-weft  of  the  Ohio,  is  placed  in  the 
option  of  the  United  States,  by  a  treaty 
which  the  Commander  pi  onr  army  has 


concluded,  provilionally,  with  the  hoftils 
tribes  in  that  region. 

In  the  adjustment  of  the  terms,  the 
Satisfaction  of  ihe  Indians  was  deemed  an 
object  no  lels  of  the  policy  than,  of  the 
liberality  of  the  United  States,  as  the  ne- 
ceffiry  bafis  of  durable  tranquill  ity.  Tin's 
object  has  been  fully  attained.  The  ani- 
cles  agreed. upon  will  immediately  be  laid, 
be  fore  the  Senate  for  t heir  consideration. 

The  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
who  alone  of  the  l'outhern  tubes  had  an¬ 
noyed  our  frontiers,  have  lately  confirmed 
their  pre-'exiftiug  treaties  with  us,  and 
were  giving  evidence  of  a  Sincere  difpoSN 
non  to  carry  them  into  effect,  by  a  Sur¬ 
render  of  the  prifoiiers  and  property 
they,  had  taken  ;  but  we  have  to  lament, 
that  the  fair  prolpeCl  in  this  quarter  has 
been  once  more  clouded  by  wanton  mur¬ 
ders,  which  fume  Cnlzensof  Georgia  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  recently  perpetrated  on 
hunting  parties  of  the  Creeks  ;  which  have 
again  Subjected  that  frontier  to  dis¬ 
quietude  and  danger,  which  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  further  expence,  and  may  oc- 
cafion  further  effufion  of  blood.  Mea¬ 
sures  are  putfuing  to  prevent  or  mitigate 
the  uSual  confequence  of  Such  outrages^ 
and  with  the  hope  of  their  fucceeding,  at 
lead  to  avei  t  general  hoftility. 

A  letter  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 
announces  to  me  his  recognition  of  our 
treaty  made  with  his  father  the  late  Em¬ 
peror,  -and  consequently  the  continuance 
of  peace  with  that  Power.  With  peculiar 
latislaition  I  add,  that  information  has 
been  received  from  an  agent  deputed  on 
cur  part  to  Algiers,  importing,  that  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  with  the  Dey  and  Re¬ 
gency  of  that  country  had  been  adjusted 
in  Such  a  manner  as  to  authorize  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  a  Speedy  peace,  and  the  reite¬ 
ration  of  onr  unfortunate  fellow-citizens 
from  a  grievous  captivity. 

The  knelt  advices  from  o*tr  Envoy  at 
the  Couit  ot  Madrid  give  moieover  the 
pleating  information,  that  he  had  received 
aflura  nces  of  a  fpeedy  and  Satisfactory  con¬ 
clusion  ot  his  negociation.  While  the 
event,  depending  upon  adjusted  particulars, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  ascertained,  it  is 
agreeable  to  cheriSh  the  expectation  of  an 
lime  which,  fecuring  amicably  the  very 
tffential  interelts  of  the  United  States, 
will,  at  She  fame  time,  By  the  foundation 
of  lifting  harmony  witli  a  Power  whole 
friendship  we  have  uniformly  and  tincerely 
defired  to  cultivate. 

Though  not  before  officially  difclofed 
to  the  Houle  of  Reprefentatives, — y«u. 

Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen,  are  all  apprized,  that  a  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  has 
been  negcciated  with  Great  Britain;  and 
that  the  Senate  hftve  advifed  and  contented 
to  its  ratification,  upon  a  condition  which 
excepts  part  pf  one  article.  Agreeably 
theieto,  and  to  the  bed  judgment  I  was 
able  to  form  of  the  public  intefefts,  alter 
full  and  mature  deliberation,  I  have  added 
my  l'anclion.  The  refult  on  the  part  of 
his  Britannick  Majefty  is  unknown. 
When  received,  the  fubject  will,  without 
delay,. be  placed  before  Congrefs. 

Thisintei  efting  fummary  Of  our  alFairs, 
with  regard  to  the  Foreign  Powers  between 
whom  and,  tjie  U  nited  States  controvtrfies 
have  Pub  fifed,  and  with  regard  alfo.to 
thole  of  our  Indian  neighbours  with  whom 
we  have  been  in  a  (late  of  enmity  or  mif- 
undet  Handing,  opens  a  wide  field  for  con- 
foling  and  gratifying  rcfleitions.  If  by 
prudence  and  moderation  on  every  fide, 
the  extinguishment  of  all  the  entiles  of 
external  difeord  which  have  heretofore 
menaced  our  tranquillity,  on  terms  com¬ 
patible  with  our  national  rights  and  ho¬ 
nour,  lhail  be  the  happy  refult,  how  firm 
and  how  precious  a  found. ni  n  will  have 
been  laid  for  accelerating,  maturing,  and 
eftabblhing  the  profperity  of  our  coun¬ 
try  ! 

Contemplating  the  internal  fitua, ion  as 
well  as  the  external  relations  of  the 
United  States,  we  difcovei  equal  canfe 
for  contentment  and  fatisfa&ion.  While 
many  of  the  Nations  of  Europe,  with  their 
American  dependencies,  hate  been  involv¬ 
ed  in  a  coined  untifualiy  bloody,  exhauit- 
ing,  and  calamitous,  in  which  the  evils 
of  foreign  war  have  been  aggravated  by 
domeffic  cor.vulllon  and  inlurrefliofi  ;  in 
which  many  of  the  arts  molt  ulelul  to  So¬ 
ciety  have  been  ex  poled  to  dificouragsment 
and  decay  ;  in  which  1'carcity  of  l’ubfiflence 
jias  embittered  other  (offerings ;  while 
even  the  anticipations  of  a  return  of  the 
blcffingsof  peace  and  repofe  are  alloyed  by 
yhe  fenie  ot(  heavy  and  accumulating  bur¬ 
thens,  which  prcis  upon  all  the  departments 
of  indurtry,  and  threaten  to  dog  the  future 
fprir.gs  of  Government  ;  our  favoured 
Country,  happy  in  a  fti iking  contrail,  has 
enjoyed  genual  tranquillity-— a  tranquil¬ 
lity  the  more  fatisfaclory  becaufe  main¬ 
tained  at  the  expence  of  no  duly.  Faithful 
to  ourfelves,  we  have  violated  no  obli¬ 
gation  to  others.  Our  agriculture,  com¬ 
mute,  and  ina  uj  .ctures,  pn  fper  beyond 
former  example  ;  the  molefladons  of  our 
trade  (to  prevent  a  continuance  of  which, 
however,  very  pointed  remonlfrances  have 
fiten  made)  being  overbalanced  by  the  ag¬ 


gregate  benefits  which  it  derives  im  a 
neutral  petition,  Our  population  advances 
with  a  celerity  which,  exceeding  the  moil 
fanguine  expectations,  proportionally  aug¬ 
ments  our  llrength  and  refources,  and 
guarantees  our  future  fecurity.  Every 
part  of  the  Union  difplays  indications  of 
rapid  and  various  improvement,  and 
with  burthens  fo  light  as  fcarcely  to  be 
perceived  ;  with  refources  fully  adequate 
to  our  prefent  exigencies  ;  with  Govern¬ 
ments  founded  on  the  genuine  principles 
of  rational  liberty,  and  with  mild  and 
wholefome  laws  ;  is  it  too  much  to  lay, 
that  our  Country  exhibits  a  fpeffacle  of 
national  happinel's  never  furpaffed,  if  ever 
before  equalled  ? 

Placed  in  a  fituation  every  way  fo  au- 
fpicious,  motives  of  commanding'  force 
impel  us  with  fincere  acknowledgments 
to  Hear  1,  a,nd  pure  love  to  our  C  'tin try, 
to  unite  ‘  r  efforts  to  preferve,  ;  olong, 
and  improve  our  immenfe  advantages. 
To  co-operate  with  you  in  this  defir- 
able  work,  is  a  fervent  and  favourite  will} 
of  my  heart. 

It  is  a  valuable  ingredient  in  the  general 
e (limine  of  our  welfare,  that  the  part  of 
our  Country  which  was  lately  the  feene 
of  dilorder  and  infurre&ion,  now  enjoys 
the  blelfings  of  quiet  and  order.  The 
mifle.l  have  abandoned  their  errors,  and 
pay  the  refpeft  to  our  conftitution  and 
laws  which  is  due  from  good  citizens  to 
the  public  authorities  of  the  Society. 
Tilde  dreumrtances  have  induced  me  to 
pardon,  generally,  the  offenders  here  re¬ 
ferred  to;  and  to  extend  forgivenefs  to 
tliofst  who  had  been  adjudged  to  capital 
punifhment — for,  although  I  (hall  always 
think  it  a  ficred  duty  to  exercife  with 
finnnefs  and  energy  the  conftituti’onal 
powers  with  which  1  am  verted,  yet  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  nt>  lei's  confident  with  the 
public  good,  than  it  is  with  iny  perfonal 
feelings,  to  mingle  in  the  operations  of 
Government  every  degree  of  moderation 
and  tendernefs  which  the  national  juftice, 
dignity,  and  fafety,  may  permit. 

Gentlemen, 

Among  the  objects  which  will  claim 
your  attemion  in  the  courie  of  the  fdfioo, 
a  review  of  our  military  efbblilhment  is 
not  the  leafi  important.  It  is  called 
far  by  the  events  which  have  changed,  and 
may  be  expefled  (fill  further  to  change,  the 
relative  fituation  of  our  frontiers, '  In 
this  review,  you  will  doulnlefs  allow  due 
weight  to  the  conlideratior.s,  that  the  . 
queftions  between  us  and  certain  foreign 
Powers  are  not  yet  finally  adjulted  ;  that 
war  in  Europe  is  not  yet  terminated.; 

and 
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and  that  our  Weftern  pods,  when  re¬ 
covered,  will  demand  provifion  for  garri- 
foning  and  learning  them.  A  datement 
of  our  prefent  military  force  will  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  Department  of  War. 

With  the  review  of  our  Army  eftahlilh- 
ment,  is  naturally  connected  that  of  the 
Militia.  It  will  merit  enquiry,  what  im¬ 
pel  teflions  in  the  exifting  plan  further 
experience  may  have  unfolded.  Thefub- 
j  ft  is  of  fo  much  moment,  in  my  eftima- 
tiou,  as  to  excite  a  conftant  folicitude,  that 
the  confideration  of  it  may  be  renewed 
until  the  gveateft  attainable  perfection  (ball 
be  accomplilhed.  Time  is  wearing  away 
fume  advantages  for  forwarding  the  ob¬ 
ject,  while  none  better  deferves  the  per- 
fevering  attention  of  the  public  council. 

While  y.'e  indulge  the  fatisfaclion  which 
theaflual  condition  of  our  Weftern  bor¬ 
ders  fo  well  authorifes,  it  is  neceflary  that 
we  (hould  not  lole  fight  of  an  important 
truth,  which  continually  receives  new  con¬ 
firmations,  namely,  that  the  provifions 
heretoforemc.de  with  a  view  to  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Indians  from  the  violences  of 
the  lavvlefs  part  of  our  frontier  inhabitants, 
are  infufficient.  It  is  demonlfrated,  that 
thefe  violences  can  now  be  perpetrated 
with  impunity.  And  it  can  need  no  ar¬ 
gument  to  prove,  that  unlels  the  murder¬ 
ing  of  Indians  can  be  reltrained  by 
bringing  the  murderers  to  condign  punilh- 
menr,  all  the  exertions  of  the  Government 
to  prevent  deflruftive  retaliations  bv  the 
Indians,  will  prove  fruitlefs,  and-  all  our 
prefent  agreeable  profpefts  illufory.  The 
frequent  deftruction  ot  innocent  women 
and  children,  who  are  chiefly  the  vidtims 
of  retaliation,  mull  continue  to  Ihock 
humanity  ;  and  an  enormous  expence 
to  drain  the  Treafury  of  the  Union. 

To  enforce  upon  the  Indians  the  ob- 
fervance  of  jnliice,  it  is  indifpenfible  that 
there  fhall  be  competent  means  of  ren¬ 
dering  juftice  to  them.  If  thefe  means 
can  be  deviled  by  the  vvifJom  of  Congrels, 
and  efpecially  if  there  can  be  added  an 
adequate  provifion- for  fupplying  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  Indians  on  real’onable  terms 
(a  meafure,  the  mention  of  which  I  the 
more  readily  repeat,  as  in  all  the  confer¬ 
ences  with  them  they  urge  it  with  folici- 
tude),  I  (hould  not  liefuate  to  entertain  a 
ftrong  hope  of  rendering  our  tranquillity 
permanent.  I  add  with  pleafure,  that  the 
probability  even  of  their  civilization  is  riot 
diminilhed  by  the  experiments  which  have 
been  thus  far  made  under  the  aufpices  of 
Government.  The  accomplilhment  of  this 
work,  if  prafticable,  will  refleft  undecay¬ 
ing  luftre  on  our  national  charafter,  and 
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admintfter  the  mod  grateful  confolations 
that  virtuous  minds  can  know. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatimes, 

The  date  of  our  Revenue,  with  the 
Aims  which  have  been  borrowed  and  re- 
imburfed  purfnant  to  different  adds  of 
Congrefs,  will  be  fubmitted  from  the  pro¬ 
per  Departments  ;  together  with  an  efti- 
mate  of  the  appropriations  neceflary  to  be 
made  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  - 

Whether  meafures  may  not  be  advife- 
ab!e  to  reinforce  the  provifion  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,  will  na¬ 
turally  engage  your  examination.  Con¬ 
grels  have  demonftrated  their  fenfe  to  be, 
and  it  were  fuperfiuous  to  repeat  mine, 
that  whatl'oever  will  tend  to  accelerate  the 
honourable  extinction  of  our  public  debt, 
accords  as  much  with  the  true  intered  of 
our  country,  as  with  the  general  fenfe  of 
our  Condiments. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe 
of  Reprefenlatives, 

The  ftatements  which  will  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you  relative  to  the  Mint  will  Ihew 
'be  fituation  of  that  inditution,  and  the 
necedity  of  fome  further  legHlrtive  pro- 
vilions  for  carrying  the  bufinefs  -jf  it  more 
completely  into  effeft,  and  for  checking 
abufes  which  appear  to  be  arififlg  in  par¬ 
ticular  quarters. 

The  progrefs  in  providing  materials 
for  the  frigates,  and  in  building  them  5 
the  date  of  the  fortifications  of  our  har¬ 
bours  ;  the  meafures  which  have  been  pur- 
lued  tur  obtaining  proper  feites  for  ari’e- 
nals,  and  for  replenilhing  our  magazines 
with  military  Itores ;  and  the  deps  which 
have  heen  taken  towards  the  execution  of 
the  law  for  opening  a  trade  with  the  In¬ 
dians,  will  likewife  be  prefented  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  Congrefs. 

Temperate  difeuflion  of  the  important 
fubjefts  which  may  arife  in  the  courfe  of 
the  Seflion,  and  mutual  forbearance 
where  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion, 
are  too  obvious  and  neceflary  for  the 
peace,  happfinefs,  and  Welfare  of  our 
country,  to  need  any  recommendation 
of  mine. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

United  States ,  8 th  Dec.  1795. 
CONGRESS. 

TUESDAY,  DEC.  12,  1795, 

■  This  forenoon  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  waited  on  the  Prefident 
with  the  following  Addrefs,  in  anfwey 
to  his  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion  : 
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To  the  P  efident  of  the  United  States. 

TTSlR’  .  ,  Dec.  12,1795. 

IT  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion  that 
we  are  informed  by  your  Speech  to  the 
two  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  that  the  long 
and  expenfive  war  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  with  the  Indians  north- 
weft  of  the  Ohio  is  in  a  fituation  to  fee 
hnally  terminated  ;  and  though  we 
view  with  concern  the  danger  of  an  in¬ 
terruption  of  the  peace  f0  recently  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  Creeks,  we  indulge 
the  hope,  that  the  meafures  that  you 
have  adopted  to  prevent  the  fame,  if 
followed  by  thofe  legiflative  provifions 
tnat  juluce  and  humanity  equally  de¬ 
mand,  will  fuccecd  in  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  lading  peace  with  the  Indian 
tnoes  on  the  fouthern  as  well  as  on  the 
sveftern  frontiers. 

The  confirmation  of  our  treaty  with 
Morocco,  and  the  adjuftmem  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Algiers,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  our  captive  fellow- 
citizens  will  be  delivered  from  flaverv 
are  events  that  will  prove  no  lefs  in- 
terefting  to  the  public' humanity,  than 
they  will  be  important  in  extending  and 
lecunng  the  navigation  and  commerce 
•r  our  country. 

As  a  juft  and  equitable  conclufion 
et  our  depending  negociations  with 
iipain  will  eflentially  advance  tlie  in- 
terefts  of  both  nations,  and  thereby 
cherilh  and  confirm  the  good  under- 
lt  an  ding  and  friendlhip  which  we  have 
at  all  times  delired  to  maintain,  it  will 
Sflord  us  real  pleafure  to  receive  an 
*arlv  confirmation  of  our  expectations 
on  this  iubject. 

Tne  interefting  profpcft  of  our 
affairs  with  regard  to  the  Foreign 
Powers,  between  whom  and  the 
l/rnted  States  controverfies  have  fub- 
tifted,  ts  not  more  fatisfa&ory  than  ti  e 
review  of  our  internal  fituation  :  if 
trom  the  former  we  derive  an  expec¬ 
tation  of  the  extinguilhment  of  all  the 
caufes  of  externa!  difcord  that  have 
heretofore  endangered  our  tranquillity 
and  on  tei  ms  conliftent  with  eur  national 
honour  and  lafety;  in  the  lauer  we 
cncover  thofe  numerous  and  wide 
Ipread  tokens  of  profperity,  which  ‘in 
io  peculiar  a  manner  diftinguifh  our 
happy  country. 

Circumftanc es  thus  every  wav  au- 
-fpicious  demand  our  gratitude/  and 
fmcere  acknowledgements.ro  Almighty 
God,  and  require  that  we  fiiouid  unite 
eur  efforts  in  imitation  of  your  en¬ 
lightened,  firm,  and  perfevering  ex¬ 


ample,  to  eftablilli  and  preferve  th^ 
peace,  freedom,  and  profperity  of  ofi-r 
country. 

The  objeCts  vvhich  you  have  re¬ 
commended  to  the  notice  of  the  Legif- 
lature  will,  in  the  courfe  of  the  felfion, 
receive  our  careful  attention  ;  and  with 
a  true  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  we 
ftiall  adopt  thofe  which  appear  to  us 
beft^calculated  to  promote  the  lame. 

John  Adams, 
Vice-Prefident  of  the  'United 
States,  and  Prefident  of  the 
Ssnate. 

To  which  the  Prefident  W3S  pleaftd 
to  make  the  following  reply  : 

Gentlemen, 

’U  ITH  real  pleafure  I  receive'your 
Addrefs,  recognizing  the  profpe'rous 
fituation  of  public  affairs  ;  and  giving 
aluirances  of  your  careful  attention  to 
the  objects  demanding  legiflat-ive  con¬ 
sideration  ;  and  that  with  a  true  zeal 
tor  the  public  welfare,  you  will  chter- 
.  uiiy  co-operatejn  every  mtafure  which 
1-iall  appear  to  you  beft  calculated  to 
promote  the  fame. 

Put  I  derive  peculiar  fatisfaftion 
trom  your  concurrence  with  me  in  the 
expreffions  uf  gratitude  to  Almighty 
'God,  vv'hich  a  review  of  the  aufpicious 
circumftances  that  diftinguilh  our  happy 
country  has-  excited  ;  and  I  truft,  that 
the  finccrity  ol  our  acknowledgments 
"  dl  be  evinced  by  a  union  of  efforts  to 
elta ol i ill  and  prelerve  its  peace,  free- 
dom,  and  profperity. 

George  Washington. 


con f l a g r  ation  in  amebica, 

V  .  Neiv-York,  Dec.  9.  I'jq*/ 

-Aboutone  o  clock  this  morning  a  fire 
broke  out  in  one  of  the  ft-, res  on  Mur. 

ray  sV\  harf  Coifee-houfe-flip,and  raged 
with  fuch  fury  as  to  ba flic  all  human 
exertion,  till  It  had  laid  in  allies  the 
- - - - -  whole 
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wholeblockofbuildings  included  between 
thar  flip,  Front-ftreet,  and  the  Fly-mar¬ 
ket.  The  number  of  buildings  cunfumed 
mav  be  from  fixty  to  feventy,  confiding 
moftly  of  large  warehoufes,  with  fome 
large  and  valuable  dwelling-houfes. 
The  goods  in  the  ftores  firft  burnt  were 
all  eonfumed,  with  all  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  occupiers.  Of  this  num¬ 
ber  are  MelT.  Robinfon  and  Hartfhorne, 
MefT.  Loomis  and  Tiilinghsft,  W.  and 
S.  Robinfon,  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
Nicholas  Cook.  The  merchandize  in  the 
ftores  nearer  to  theFly- market  was  much 
of  it  faved.  Fortunately  it  was  high 
water,  and  the  wind  off  (hore,  by  which 
means  the  (hipping  was  faved.  The 
principal  proprietors  of  the  buildings 
burnt  are,  Stewart  and  Jon®,  John 
Murray,  jun.  John  Marllon,  Robert 
Browne,  John  Taylor,  Garey  Ludlow, 
Robert  and  Peter  Bruce,  and  Henry  H. 
Kip.  It  would  be  imprudent  at  prefent 
to  hazard  aguefs  at  the  amount  of  pro¬ 
perty  deflroyed.  It  muft  be  imm'enfe. 
The  warehoufes  were  all  of  wood,  and 
many  of  them  contaned  large  quantities 
of  rum  andfpirits,  which  rendered  the 
flames  terrible  in  rapidity  and  extent. 

Dec.  14.  SiiRieus  cause  of  Alarm! 
— Citizens  of  New  York,  you  are  once 
more  called  upon  to  attend  to  your 
fafety.  It  is  no  longer  a  doubt — it  is  a 
fa£t,that  there  is  a  combination  of  incen- 
diaiies  in  this  city,  aiming  to  wrap  the 
whole  of  it  in  flames  !  The  houfe  of 
Mr.  Lewis  Ogden,  in  Pearl- (freer,  has 
been  twice  fet  on  fire — the  evidence  of 
malicious  intention  is  indubitable,  and 
he  has  fent  his  black  man,  fufpeCted,  to 
prifon.  Laft  night  an  attempt  was  made 
to  fet  fire  to  Mr.  Lindfay’s  houfe,  in 
Greenwich-ftreer.  The  eombuftibk.x 
left  for  the  purpofe  are  preferred  as 
evidence  of  the  faCl.  Another  attempt, 
we  learn,  was  nude  laft  night  in  Beck¬ 
man  ftreet.  A  bed  was  fet  on  fire  under 
a  child,  and  his  cries  alarmed  his  family. 

[Ir.  the  courfe  of  the  above  confla¬ 
gration  at  New  York,  Capt,  Sharpe, 
and  the  crew  of  his  Majefty’s  packet 
the  Swallow,  exerted  themfelves  in  a 
manner  to  impref*  with  the  warmeft 
gratitude  the  inhabitants  of  New  Yrork. 
They  cut  out  of  the  flames  feveral  vef- 
fels  that  had  actually  caught  fire,  and 
favtd  the  fives  of  thirty  perfons  who 
were  on  board.  The  papers  are  full  of 
teftimonies  to  their  brave  and  humane 
exertions. 

It  muft  be  highly  pleating  to  his  Ma. 
jefty,  and  to  the  Nation  at  large,  to  be 
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informed,  that,  out  of  feveral  hundred 
fail  of  fhipping  then  in  this  harbour, 
not  one  boat  was  feen  during  the  dread¬ 
ful  feene  to  render  the  leaft  aftiftance, 
but  that  of  the  Britifh  packet  here  al¬ 
luded  to.] 

Savannah,  Nov-  49.  On  Saturday 
thea6th  inftant  this  city  exhibited  a 
feene  of  defolation  and  diftrefs,  proba* 
bly  more  awfully  calamitous  than  any 
previoufly  experienced  in  America.  Be¬ 
tween  fix  and  feven  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing  a  fmall  bake-houfe,  belonging  to  a 
Mr.  Groir  ,  in  Market-fquare,  was 
difeoveref  o  be  on  fire.  The  citizens, 
together  with  the  officers  and  crews  of 
the  vefiels  in  the  harbour,  were  foon 
convened;  but,  unfortunately,  no  im¬ 
mediate  and  decifive  meafures  were 
adopted  by  which  the  fire  could  be  flop¬ 
ped  in  its  beginning. 

The  feafon,  for  two  months  previous 
to  this  accident,  had  been  dry  ;  the 
night  was  cold,  and  a  light  breeze 
from  N.  N.  W.  was  foon  increafed 
by  the  effeCt  of  the  fire.  The 
coverings  of  the  buildings  being  of  wood 
were,  from  the  above  circumftances, 
rendered  highly  combuftible.  Several 
of  the  adjoining  houfts  were  foon  af¬ 
fected,  and  then  almoft  inftantly  in 
flames.  The  wind  now  became  ftrong, 
and  whirled  into  the  air,  with  agitated 
violence,  large  flakes  of  burning  fhin- 
gles,  boards,  and  other  light  l'ubftances, 
which,  alighting  at  a  djftance,  added 
confufion  to  the  other  terrors  of  the 
conflagration.  The  ufe  of  water  was 
now  rendered  totally  vain  ;  its  common 
extinguifhing  power  feemed  to  be  loft. 
-^.Torrents  of  flames  rolled  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  with  a  deftruCUve  rapidity 
which  bid  defiance  to  all  human  con- 
troul,  and  individual  exertions  were 
from  this  time  principally  pointed  to¬ 
wards  the  fecuring  of  private  property. 
The  direction  of  the  fire  being  now 
committed  to  the  wind,  its  rage  was 
abated  only  when,  by  extending  to  the 
common,  it  found  no  farther  objeCt 
wherewith  to  feed  its  fury.  On  the 
north  fide  of  Market-fquare,  and  thenee 
in  a  fouth- eafterly  direCtioD,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  were  enabled,  by  favour  of  the 
wind,  to  fave  their  houfes,  and  limit 
the  conflagration.— On  the  other  hand-, 
by  the  time  it  had  extended  on  the  &ay, 
nearly  to  Abercorn-ftreet,  she  prodi- 
£ "ous  quantity  of  heat  already  produced 
m  the  center  of  the  city 3_  began  to  draw 
in  a  current  of  air  from  the  eaft,  and 
enabled  fome  of  the  moil  aClive  inhabi- 
L  2  tants 
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tants  and  feamen  to  fave  a  few  hoqfes 
in  that  quarter,  after  having  been  in 
imminent  danger.  Between  twelve  and 
one  trie  rage  of  the  fire  abated,  and  few 
other  houles  from  this  time  took  fire. 
The  exhaufted  fufferers,  of  both  fexes, 
had  now  to  remain  expofed  to  the  in¬ 
clemency  of  a  cold  froftv  night,  and  to 
vvitnelsthediftrellingfpeftacleof  theirnti- 
merous  dwellings,  covered  with  volumes 
of  fmoke  and  flame,  falling  into  ruins. 

Thus  was  this  little  city,  foon  after 
emerging  from  the  ravages  of  our  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  and  which  had  lately 
promifed  a  confiderable  figure  among 
the  commercial  cities  of  our  Sifter  States, 
sltnoft  deftroy  ed  in  one  night.  The  num: 
her  of  houfes  (exclufive  of  other  build- 
ings)  which  are  burned,  is  faid  to  be 
nearly  300,  but  of  this  (together  with 
an  eftimate  of  property  deftroyed)  a 
more  particular  ftatement  than  we  can 
now  furnilh  is  expefted  fbortly  to  be 
oftered  to  the  ppblic.  We  can  now  only 
fay,  that  two  thirds  of  the  city  appear 
in  ruin,  in  a  direction  from  the  cornef 
of  Market- fquare,  along  the  Bay  of 
•Aberccrn-ftreet,  thence  in  a  fouth-eaft  ' 
direftion,  taking  the  whole  centre  of 
tile  city  to  the  foqth  and  eaft  commons j 
a  few  houfes  quite  in  the  f'Outh-eaft  pai y 
only  excepted.  Jt  is  faid,  that  th  rce 
or  four  white  men  and  two  or  three 
negroes  loft  their  lives'  in  rendering 
aififtance  during  the  fire  ;  and  whethey 
any  more,  is'not  yet  afeertained. 

Durii  g  the  conflagration  on  Satur¬ 
day  night  laft,  in  four  nours  229  houfes, 
befule  out-houfes,  &c.  were-  burnt, 
amounting  to  one  million  of  dollars,  ex¬ 
clusive  jf  loofe  property  ;  375  chimnits 
are  (landing  bare,  and  form  a  ttifmal  ap 
pearance — 171  houfes  only,  of  thecom- 
padl  part  of  the  city,  are  (landing— more 
than  400  families  are  deftitute  of  houfes. 

About  the  beginning  of  December 
the  e  led  ion  of  a  Chaplain  to  the  Houfe 
of  AtTcmbly  at  New  York  took  place. 
There  were  three  candidates,  for  whom, 
at  the  fin j  1  clofe  of  the  poll,  the  num. 
bers  were  as  follow  : 

Rev.  Dr.  Green  » 

Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley 
Rev.  Mr. Blair 


Whereupon  Dr.  Green  was  declared 
duly  .elcded. 

A  Philadelphia  Paper  of  the  24th 
Dec.  gives  the  following  ftatement  as  thp 
reiult  of  the  election  of  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  of 
America  : — 

RETUPvN  of  VOTES 

for 

PRESIDENT 

AND 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 


New  Hamplhire, 
Maffachufetts,  ” 
Rhode  Ifland, 
Connecticut, 
Vermont, 

New  York, 

New  Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

Kentucky, 

Tennelfee, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


CS5 


6  6 

16  13 

4' 

9  4 
4  4 
iz  11 

7  7 


V4  '3 

3  I 

4|  4 J  S 
o 


Total  *7?  63 


I 

57  Tj 


34 

47 
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Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Elfworth  had  e 
votes  each,  Mr.  Clinton  3  ;  Mr.  Henry; 
Mr.  V'alhingtor,,  and  Mr.  Johnfon.'z 
each. 

Mr.  Adame  and  Mr.  Pinckney  are 
therefore-  elected  Prefident  and  Vice^ 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  an  offi¬ 
cial  notification  'of  which  was  to  be 
made  on  the  tothinft.  by  the  Prefident 
of  the  Senate  to-  both  Uoufes  of  Cotr- 
grefs.  Both  th"fe  Gentlemen  are  con- 
fidertd  as  well  difpifed  towards  Great: 
Britain.  Mr.  JefR-rfon,  one  of  rheuo- 
fuccefsful  Candidates,  is  fuppofed  to  be 

friendly  to  the  interests  of  France. 

The  Stares  of  Kentucky  and-  Ten- 
nefTee,  although  attached  to  the  Union, 
were  not,  from  fome  informality,  allowed 
to  lend  Eieftors;  and  th<-  returns  from 
the  State  of  Georgia  die  not  arrive  in' 
the  time  limited  by  A  ft  of  Congr-fs. 


To  the  EDITOR  of  the  EUROPEAN  MAGAZINE,  ! 

SIR, 

From  the  impartiality  of  your  valuable  Repofitory,  I  am  induced  to  trouble  you 

wuh  the  n.clofed  ;  and  thould  you  think  it  worthy  of  a  place,  it  may  probably  be 
the  means  of  drawing  attention  to  neglefted  merit,  audit  all  event's  will  afford 
information  to  your  numerous  Readers  of  this  Ifland,  on  a  Jubjeft  which  feems  too 
little  known,  and  the  objeff  too  lightly  valued. 

,  ,  ,r  ,  0  1  am>  Sir,  you'r  conftant  reader,  and  humble  fervant, 

l onion,  March  28,1797.  .  VIATOR. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  obferves  with 
K  ffnpere  regret,  in  the  late  Gazette  ac¬ 
counts  or  our  various  fucceffes  in  St.  Do- 
mingo,  no  mention  made  of  any  of  the 
French  officers  or  troops  in  our  pay.  Mon- 
talembert,  Delbruges,DesScurces,  Depef- 
tre,  and  many  others,  are  names  which 
would  not  discredit  any  report ;  and  the 
condufl  of  the  gallant  Chevalier  de  Sevray, 
commanding  a  Black  company  in  our  fer- 
vice,  ought  not  to  have  been  paffed  over  in 
filence  by  our  Generals  ;  this  Gentleman 
«eas  wounded  in  the  bread  in  one  of  the 
aflions  under  Gen.  Bowyer;  he  was  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  be  out  of  danger,  but  on 
the  Brigands  attempting  to  itorm  one  of 
Forts,  he  was  again  'in  action,  and  by 


bis  exertions  greatly  aided  the  repulfe  j 
but  thole  exertions  cauied  his  wounds  to 
open  atrelh,  and  he  died  in  confequence. 

Ehat  there  are  bad  men  in  all  nations 
muff  be  allowed  ;  but  our  Correlpondent 
cannot  help  thinking  fuch  French  Gen¬ 
tlemen  as  have  «/iacWthemfelves  to  us, 
have  thus  given  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of 
their  honour  and  integrity,  their  with  for 
good  order  and  government,  and  they 
ihculd  ever  be  mentioned  for  their  portion 
of  merit,  as  a  principal  ftimulus  to  great 
and  good  aflions.  This,  without  mean¬ 
ing  any  reflection  on  our  commanders, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  our  Correlpon¬ 
dent,  give  them  additional  credit  for 
their  candour  and  diflnterefteinefs. 


Ouj- 
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Our  Correfpondent  alfo  obferves  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  very  flottrifhing  ftate  of  the 
parifh  of  L’Arcahaye,  but  not  a  fyllable 
to  whom  this  is  to  be  attributed  ;  had  the 
inhabitants  been  conlulted,  they  would 
have  proclaimed  to  the  world,  that  the 
high  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  the  great 
tranquillity  in  which  tfiat  parifh  Is  at 
prelent,  is  owing  to  the  genius,  ftrong 
mind,  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  Col. 
Lapointe,  Commandant  of  the  Diftritt, 
who  whilft  almoft  every  other  part  of  the 
I/land  is  devaftated  and  in  iniurreilion, 
has  uniformly  prelerved  peace  and  quiet 
in  the  extent  of  this  parifh  under  his 
charge,  and  by  this  means  brought  it  to 
unequalled  prolperity. 

As  the  Britifh  nation  is  fo  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  immenfe  value  of  this 
Ifiand,  our  Correlpondent  preiumes  to 
give  a  fhort  fketch  of  this  parifh ;  it  is 
the  fmallefi  in  tbe  Ifiand,  and  the  fertility 
and  vaft  refources  of  the  whole  may  in 
feme  meafure  be  judged  of  therefrom. 

L’Arcahaye,  from  BoucafTm  to  Fort 
Lapointe  is  from  four  or  five,  to  nine 
miles  wide  to  the  mountains. 

The  hills  of  the  fame  parifh  are  fixty- 
fix  miles  long,  in  coffee,  from  Mount Ter- 
rible  to  the  Hill  of  Montruis. 

In  17S9,  fifty  veffels,  each  from  300  to 
400  tons,  were  leaded  here  with  fugar  and 
coffee,  befides  a  great  quantity  of  mo- 
lafles  and  other  matters  lhipped  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  contraband  trade ;  alfo 
taffia,  there  being  three  diftilleries.  The 
Fonds  Blancs  adjoining,  and  two-thirds 
of  Mirebalais,  on  account  of  the  nearnefs 
of  the  fea,  fhip  much  of  their  produce 
from  this  pariih  alio.— -There  are  in  the 
parifh 

57  fugar  eftates, 

300  coffee  eftates, 

4  indigo  eftates,  and  about 
100  fmali  places  where  cotton  is 
cultivated, 

18,000  flaves,  and  1000  to  1200  white 
inhabitants ;  fome  eftates  make  1000 
hogfheads  of  fugar  per  annum,  and  one 
eftate  of  forty-eight  acres  (that  of  Ja- 
roffay  aux  Vafes),  has  been  known  to 
produce  2oo,ooolb.  of  lugar  in  one  year; 
a  good  deal  of  clayed  fugar  is  alio  made, 
and  double  refined  equal  to  any  in  the 
world.  They  reckon  that  a  good  field 
fiave  fhould  earn  there  400  dollars  or  up¬ 
wards  of  90I.  fterling,  per  annum. 
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This  parifh,  like  many  others  in  St. 
■Domingo,  is  very  independant  of  feafons. 
A  variety  of  ftreains  and  rivulets,  which 
are  never  dry,  run  from  the  mountains, 
and  every  eftate  has  a  part,  proportioned 
to  its  magnitude,  allotted  to  it,  which  is 
ieen  meandering  through  the  cane  pieces, 
and  preferves  them  in  conftant  verdure  •  fo 
that  thqugh  th t  general  feafon  of  mak¬ 
ing  fugar  is  the  fame  as  in  the  Britifh 
Iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  yet  they  make 
fugar  the  tuboleycar  round. 

I  his  is  one  of  the  fmalleftparifhes  and 
plains  of  the  Illand.  Prior  to  the  war,  the 
exports  from  St.  Domingo  exceeded  in 
value  thofe  of  the  whole  Britifh  Iflands  in 
the  Weft  Indies;  the  Spanifh  part  of  this 
invaluable  Ifiand  is  find  to  be  equal  in 
fertility  to  the  French,  though,  owing  to 
the  indolence  of  thofe  people,  it  is  little 
cultivated. 

In  the  whole  Ifiand  It  Is  very  healthy, 
and  cool  in  the  mountains.  In  1788  the 
population,  &c.  of  the  French  part  of 

ot.  Domingo  flood  thus  : _ 

30, 826  white  inhabitants,  b'efides  troops, 
24,848  mulattoes  and  free  negroes, 
434>429  flaves, 

793  fugar  eftates, 

3,150  indigo  ditto, 

789  cotton  plantations, 

3,1x7  coffee  eftates, 

54  cocoa  djtto, 

520  water  mills, 

1,639  cattle  mills, 

46,823  mules, 

36,782  horfes, 

243,682  head  of  cattle,  &c. 
and  all  this  within  the  lpace  of  70  years 
as  it  could  only  be  faid  to  be  a  colony 
imee  1718,  when  the  throne  of  Spain  was 
lecurcd  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou. 

Spain  holds  two-thirds  of  the  cultiva¬ 
ble  foil  ;  has  only  14,000  blacks  or  imi- 
lattoes,  of  which  700001  8000  are  flaves, 
and  has  no  plantation  of  confequence :  yet 
they  haveheld  this  Colony  three  centuries, 
and  it  colts  the  Government  2 50,000  dol¬ 
lars  annually,  whilft  in  1788  the  French 
part  yielded  6,924,166  livres  of  oftroi, 
or  duties  to  Government  on  the  various 
productions  of  the  Colony,  of  which 
the  total  value  the  fame  year  was 
*79>3 83) 396  livres.  In  the  Spanifh  part 
they  have  only  a  depreciated  paper  cur¬ 
rency,  as  all  their  fpecie  goes  to  th® 
French  part  of  the  Ifland. 
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IT  will  be  recolleftcd,  that  much  op- 
pofition  was  made  by  a  turbulent 
Faftion  in  America  to  the  Treaty 
concluded  between  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville  and  Mr.  J  ay.  On  the  24th 
of  March,  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  palled  a  Refolution, 
which  had  for  its  object  to  procure  a 
Copy  of  the  Inftruftions  granted  to 
Mr.  Jay  relative  to  that  Tre-.ty.  In 
reply  to  this  requcft,  General 
Washington  returned  the  follow¬ 
ing  anfwer  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentati've s, 

YXJITH  the  utmoft  attention,  I  have 
conftdered  your  Refolution  of  the 
24th  inft.  requefting  me  today  before 
your  houie  a  Copy  of  the  Inftruftions 
to  the  Minifter  of  the  United  States 
who  negociated  the  Treaty  with  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  together  with 


PAPE  R. 

the  correfpondence  and  other  documents 
relative  to  that  Treaty,  excepting  fuch  of 
the  faid  papers  as  any  exifting  negoeia- 
ticn  may  render  improper  to  De  dif- 
clofed. 

In  deliberating  upon  this  fubjeft,  it 
was  impoffible  for  me  to  lofe  fight  of 
the  principle  which  fome  have  avowed 
in  its  dilcuilion,  or  to  av.-ud  extending 
my  views  to  the  confequences  which 
rouft  flow  from  the  admiffion  of  that 
principle. 

I  truft  that  no  part  of  my  conduft  has 
ever  indicated  a  difpofition  to  withhold 
any  information  which  the  conft  tution 
has  enjoined  upon  the  Prelident  as  a 
duty  to  give,  or  which  could  be  re¬ 
quired  of  him  by  either  Houfe  of 
Congrefs  as 'a  right;  and  with  truth  I 
affirm,  that  it  has  been,  as  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be,  while  I  have  the  honour  to 
prefide  in  the  Government,  my  conftatit 
endeavour  to  harmonize  with  the  other 
branches  thereof,  fo  far  as  the  truft 
delegated  to  me  by  the  people  of  the 


*  A  romantic  and  piftureftjue  river  in  Cumberland. 
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been  propofed  or  contemplated, 
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would  be  extremely  impolitic;  for  this 
might  have  a  pernicious  influence  on 
f  uture  negotiations;  or  produce  imme- 
diate  inconveniencief,  perhaps  danger 
and  milchief,  in  relation  to  other 
powers.  The  neccffity  of  fuch  caution 
and  fecrecy  was  one  cogent  renfon  for 
vefting. the  power  of  making  Treaties 
in  the  Prefident,  with  the  advice  and 
conient  of  the  Senate ;  the  principle 
on  which  that  body  was  formed  confin¬ 
ing  it  to  a  fmall  number  of  Members. 
To  admit,  then,  a  right  in  the  Houle  of 
Representatives  to  demand,  and  to  have 
a  of  courle,  all  the  papers 

refpe&ing  a  negociation  with  a  foreign 
i  ower,  would  be  to  eflablilh  a  dange¬ 
rous  precedent. 

It  does  not  occur  that  the  infpe&ion 
or  the  papers  aiked  for  can  be  relative 
to  any  purpofe  under  the  cognizance  of 
the  Houle  of  Reprefenratives,  except 
that  of  an  Impeachment ;  which  the  Re. 
Solution  has  not  expreffed.  I  repeat  that 
I  nave  no  difpofition  to  withhold  any 
information  which  the  duty  of  my 
llation  will  permit,  or  the  public  <T00d 
ihould  require  to  be  difclofed  ;  and,  in 
faft,  ail  the  papers  affe&ing  a  negocia¬ 
tion  with  Great  Britain  were  laid  before 
the  Senate,  when  the  Treaty  itl'eif  was 
communicated  to  their  conflagration  and 
advice. 

The  courfe  which  the  debate  has 
taken  on  the  Refolutisn  of  the  Houle, 
leads  to  fome  obfervations  on  the  mode 
of  making  Treaties  under  the  Confti- 
tution  of  the  United  States. 

[The  Prefldenr  here  difeuffes  the 
principles  of  the  Conflitutiou  of  the 
United  States,  and  concludes  with  the 
following  explicit  and  manly  obferva- 
tion.] 

As,  therefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to 
my  underftanding,  that  the  afTent  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  is  not  neccf- 
fary  to  the  validity  of  a  Treaty  :  as  the 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits,  in 
itfclf,  all  the  objedts  requiring  legifla- 
tive  provilion — and  on  thefe  the  papers 
called  for  can  throw  no  light — and  as  it 
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AMERICA. 

'T'HE  following  Explanatory  Article 
•  has  been  framed  by  Phineas 
Bond,  and  Timothy  Pickering, 
Efqrs.  the  Commiftioners  appointed  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Britifli  Treaty  ; 

Whereas,  by  the  third  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  concluded  at  London  on  the 
19th  of  November  1794,  between  his 
Britannic  Majefty  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  it  was  agreed,  that  it  Ihould 
*t  all  times  be  free  to  his  Majefty’s  fub- 
je£h,  and  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  alfo  to  the  i  ndians  dwelling 
on  either  fide  of  the  boundary  line  af- 
figned  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  to  the 
United  States,  freely  to  pafs  and  repafs 
by  land  or  inland  navigati  n  into  the 
refpeltive  territories  and  countries  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  America  (the  Bay  Company 
only  excepred),  and  to  navigate  a  1  the 
lakes,  rivers,  and  waters  thereof,  and 
freely-  to  carry  on  trade  and  commerce 
wiiheach  other,  fubjelt  to  the  provi- 
fions  and  limitations  contained  in  the 
firft  article  :  And  whereas,  by  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Friendlhip,  concluded  at  Gren¬ 
ville  on  the  3d  day  of  Auguft  1795, 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  nations 
or  tribes  of  Indians  called  the  Wy.:n’ 
dotts,  Delaware,  Shawanees,  Ottaws, 
Chippewas,  Pattawatamies,Miair,ies,and 
Okias,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  no  perfon 
Ihould  be  permitted  to  refide  at  any  of 
the  towns  or  hunting  camps  of  the  laid 
Indian  tribes  as  a  trader,  who  is  not 
furniflied  with  a  licence  for  that  pur- 
pole,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  which  latter  ftipulation 
has  excited  doubts  whether  in  its  opera¬ 
tion  it  may  not  interfere  with  the  due 
execution  of  the  laid  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Na¬ 
vigation;  and  it  being  the  fincere  de¬ 
fire  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  of  the 
United  States,  that  this  point  Ihould  be 
fo  explained  "as  to  remo.ve  all  doubts,  and 
to  promote  mutual  fatisfaltion  and 
friendlhip  ;  and  for  this  pprpofe  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majv’iy  having  named  for  his 
Commilfioner  Phineas  Bon'1,  Efq.  his 
Majefty 's  Conful-General  fotthe  Middle 
and  Sourhcrn  States  of  America,  and  his 
Majefty  s  Charge  d’Affaires  to  the  Unit¬ 


ed  States;  and  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  having  named  for  their 
Commilfioner  Timothy  Pickering,  Efq. 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States, 
to  whom,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  he  has  entrufted  this  ne- 
gociation  : 

“  They,  the  faid  Commiffioners, 
having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  full  powers,  have,  in  virtue  of 
the  fame,  and  conformably  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  laft  article  of  the  faid  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  en¬ 
tered  into  this  explanatory  article,  and 
now  by  thefe  prefents  explicitly  agree 
and  declare,  that  no  ftipulations  in  any 
Treaty  fubfequently  concluded  by  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  contraliing  parties  with  any 
other  State  or  Nation,  or  with  any  Indian 
Tribe,  can  be  underftood  to  derogate  in 
any  manner  from  the  rights  and  free  in- 
tercourle  and  commerce  fecured  by  the 
afore  laid  third  article  of  the  Ti  jty,  t# 
the  fubjelts  of  his  Majefty,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Stages,  and  In-? 
dians  dwelling  on  either  fide  of  the 
boundary  line  aforefaid ;  but  that  all 
the  faid  perfons  fhall  remain  at  full  li¬ 
berty  freely  to  pafs  and  repafs,  by  land 
or  inland  navigation,  into  the  refpeliive 
territories  and  countr  es  of  the  contrail • 
ing  parties  on  either  fide  of  the  faid 
boundary  line,  and  freely  to  carry  on 
trade  and  commerce  with  each  other, 
according  to  the  ftipulations  of  the 
laid  third  a- tide  of  the  Treaty  of 
Am’ty,  Commerce,  and  Navigation. 
This  explanatory  article,  when  the  lame 
Dial  1  have  been  ratified  by  his  Majefty 
and  by  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
fent  of  tne  Senate,  and  the  yeftpellive 
ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  fhall 
be  added  to  make  a  part  of  the  faid 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navi¬ 
gation, and  fhall  be  permanently  binding 
upon  his  Majefty  and  the  United  States. 

In  witnels  whereof  we.  the  faid 
Commilfioners  of  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  have 
figned  this  explanatory  Article,  and 
thereto  affixed  our  Seals. 

Done  at  Philadelphia  the  4th 
.  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1796. 

P.  Bond,  (Seal.) 

T.  Pickering,  (Seal.) 
K>  No.  II. 


AMERICA. 

March  19.  The  Prefident  of  _ 

United  States  laid  -before  the  Congrels 
the  papers  received  on  the  <j.th  of"tliat 
mcsith  from  the  Ccmmiffioners  in  France, 
accompanied  by  the  following  melfage  ; 

c^“  GeMltmen  of  /be  Smalt  ,  and  "yf 
“  CicntUvir.n  of  the  Hoitfe  of  Reprefen/a- 
^  times, 

“  The  diipatches  from  theEnvoys  Ex¬ 
traordinary  of  the  United  States  to  the 
French  Republic,  which  were  mentioned 
in  my  Melfage  to  both  Houfes  of  Congj  ei's 
of  the  5th  inlf,  have  been  examined  ar.d 
maturely  conbdcred. 

“  While  I  feel  a  i’atisfafticn  in  inform¬ 
ing  you,  that  their  exertions  for  the  ad- 
julinieiit  of  the  differences  between  the 
two  nations  have  been  fir.cere  and  ur.re- 
m  it  red,  it  is  incumbent  cn  me  to  declare, 
that  I  perceive  no  giound  of  expectation 
that  the  objeris  of  their  'million  can  be 
accomplifhed  on  terms  compatible  with 
the  1'afety,  honour,  or  the  elfential  in- 
terefts  of  the  nation. 

“  The  relult  cannot  with  juftice  be 
attributed  to  any  want  of  moderation  on 
the  part  of  this  Government,  or  to  any 
indiipofition  to  forego  fecondary  interefts 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace.  Knowing 
it  to  be  my  duty,  and  believing  it  to  be 
your  wifn,  as  well  as  that  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  to  avoid,  by  all 
realonable  corcefiions,  any  participation 
in  the  contentions  of  Europe,  the  powers 
veiled  in  our  Envoys  were  commenfurate 
witli  a  liberal  and  pacific  policy,  and  that 
high  confidence  which  might  juftly  be 
repofed  in  the  abilities,  patriotil'm,  and 
integrity  of  the  charafters  to  whom  the 
negotiation  was  committed. 


“  After  a  careful  review  of  the  whole 
fubjeft,  with  theaid  of  all  the  information' 
the  I  have  received,  I  can  dilcern  nothing 
which  could  have  infured  or  contributed 
to  fuccels,  that  has  been  omitted  on  my 
part  :  and  nothing  further  which  can  be 
attempted,  confidently  with  maxims  for 
which  our  country  has  contended,  at 
every  hazard,  and  which  conftitute  the 
balls  <  f  our  national  Sovereignty. 

“  Under  thefe  circumlfances"  I  cannot 
forbear  to  reiterate  the  recommendations 
which  h.ave  been  formerly  made  ;  and  to 
exhort  you  to  adopt  with  promptitude, 
decifion,  and  unanimity,  fuch  meafures 
as  the  ample  refources  of  the  country 
afford,  for  the  profeft ion  of  our  leafaring 
and  commercial  citizens  ;  for  the  defence 
of  any  expoled  portions  of  cur  territory  ; 
for  replenifhing  our  arfenals,  eliablilhing 
founderies  and  military  rrianufaflures  ; 
and  to  provide  fuch  efficient  revenue,  as 
will  be  necelfary  to  defray  extraordinary 
expences,  and  Ripply  the  deficiencies, 
wmeh  may  be  occafioned  by  depredations 
on  our  commerce. 

“  The  prelent  date  of  things  is  fo 
efientially  different  from  that  in  which 
inllruftions  were  given  to  Cclleflors  to 
redrain  velfels  of  the  United  States  from 
failing  in  an  armed  condition,  that  the 
principle  on  which  thole  orders  were 
illued  has  ceafed  to  exift.  I  therefore 
deem  it  proper  to  inform  Congrels,  that 
I  no  longer  conceive  myfelf  jultifiable  in 
continuing  them,  unlefs  in  particular 
cafes,  where  there  may  be  reafcnable 
ground  of  lulpicion  that  filch  velfels  are 
intended  to  be  employed  contrary  to  law. 

“  In  all  your  proceedings  it  will  he 
important  to  man i left  a  zeal,  vigour,  and 
concert,  in  defence. of  the  national  rights, 

3  pro- 
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proportioned  to  the  danger  with  which  citizens  while  engaged  in  their  lawful 
they  aie  threatened.  (V  buiinefs  on  the  leas  tip  Jvj  = 


«  toum  inutc  A  bu,linels  on  the  feas  he  has  thought  it 
‘i  IWprt  Qf  .  J?yfHNuAD^¥.S,‘^  afuty  t0  recommend  to  the  people  the 
Lnited  States,  19th  March,  1798.  '  9th  of  May,  to  be  fet  apart  for  “  iblemn 


By  letters  from  New  York  of  the  12th 
ult.  wp  are  informed,  that  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States  have  agreed  to  adopt 
all  the  meafures  of  defence  recommended 
by  the  Prefident,  in  conlequence  of  the 
holfile  intentions  of  the  French  Republic 
towards  that  country.  The  propofition 
for  arming  their  fhips  was  carried  only 
by  a  majority  of  four;  but  all  the  other 
queftions,  which  related  merely  to  de- 
fenfive  operations,  were  carried  unani- 
moufly.  Our  advices  add,  that  the  mer- 
cantile  intereft  of  America,  confiding  in 
the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  entertain 
little  or  no  apprehenlion  from  the  hoftility 
of  the  common  enemy.  The  demands 
of  the  Executive  Directory  appear  to 
have  been  of  the  moft  exorbitant  nature. 
They  infilled  in  the  firlt  place,  through 
their  agents  (for  they  never  condefcended 
to  give  the  American  Miniiters  an  au¬ 
dience),  that  all  commercial  connections 
between  Great  Britain  and  America 
mould  be  broken  off;  fecondly,  that  the 
United  States  fhould  pay  to  the  French 
Republic  the  fum  of  500,000!.  previoufly 
to  any  negotiation  being  entered  into  ; 
ana  thirdly,  that  America  fhould  grant 
a  loan  of  2,000,000!.  iterling  to  France, 
•t  o  thefe  extravagant  demands  the  Mi- 
21  lifers  replied,  that  their  inftruftions  did 
not  empower  them  to  agree  to  any  iuch 
terms,  and  that  the  jultice  of  their  caufe 
nad  Jed  them  to  expeft  more  equitable 
and  honourable  conditions  for  their  coun¬ 
ty-  The  rejoinder  was,  that  the  French 
KepubJic  could  treat  on  no  other  terms  ; 
in  conlequence  ot  which  one  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Miniiters  left  France,  and  the  other 
nas  lince  received  an  order  to  quit  the 
territories  of  the  Republic. 

The  Prefident:  of  the  United  States  has 


9th  of  May,  to  be  fet  apart  for  “  folemn 
humiliation,  falling,  and  prayer,  in  order 
that  Chriftians  of  all  denominations  mav 
(in  the  way  they  think  moft  fuitable  and 
proper)  implore  the  proteftion  of  the 
Divine  Being,  and  beleech  him  to  avert 
the  impending  calamities  which  threaten 
them  as  a  Nation.”  Similar  Procla* 
mations  have  been  iffued  by  feveral  of 
the  Governors  of  the  individual  States. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  26th  March,  brought  forward  a  firing 
of  Refolutions,  which  had  for  their  ob- 
jeCt  thefe  feveral  points  :  — To  lay  an 
embargo— to  complete  and  garrifon  the 
fortifications — to  raile  a  provijional  ar¬ 
my— and  to  provide  for  the  fupply  of 
arms  and  military  (tores.  Theie  Rel'o- 
Jutions  were  not  decided  on  when  the 
accounts  came  away,  except  the  firft, 
which  was  negatived. 

The  papers  have  been  fince  publifhed, 
and  contain  the  letters  of  credence  to 
Meff.  Pinkney,  Marfhall,  and  Gerry  ; 
then  come  their  full  powers  as  Ambaf- 
ladors,  to  reftore  a  gocd  underftandino-. 
The  Prefident  of  the  United  States  ex¬ 
plains  that  he  fubltitutes  initials,  and 
omits  paffages,  that  might  dilcover  the 
perfons  alluded  to,  who  negotiated  with 
the  Miniiters  ;  but  thefe,  he  allures  Con¬ 
s' he  knows,  by  the  key  eltablifhed 
with  the  Ambaffadors. 

The  firlt  letter  from  the  Ambaffadors 
to  the  Prefident,  is  dated  Oilober  22  : 
and  after  giving  an  account  of  the  refufal 
the  Miniiters  met  with  in  their  attempt 
to  be  received  by  the  Directory,  it  be¬ 
gins 

“  On  the  morning  of  October  18,  Mr. 
W***  of  the  houfe  ****  called  on  Ge¬ 
neral  Pinckney,  and  informed  him,  that 
a  Mr.  X.  who  was  in  Paris,  and  yvhom 
the  General  had  ieen,  ***  was  a  gentle- 


been  induced  I  l  r  ,  38  ne  Ueneral  had  leen>  ***  was  a  gentle- 

and  threatening  albect  S^omy  man  ot  confiderable  credit  and  reputation 

threatening  alpect  of  affairs,  to  iffue  «**  and  that  he  „ _ 1  „ 


-7  — vwv,  piticjiu  y*uoniy 
and  threatening  alpect  of  affairs,  to  iffue 
a  Prodamauon,  recommending  a  General 
i  r  Proclamation  bears  date  the 
23d  of  March,  and  Hates,  that  “  As  the 
mted  States  of  America  are  at  prefent 
placed  m  an  hazardous  and  affliaive 
fituat.on,  by  the  unfriendly  difpofition, 
conduR,  and  demands,  of  a  Foreign 


**  and  that  he  might  place  good  re¬ 
liance  on  him. 

“  I11  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  Mr. 
X.  called  on  General  Pinckney  ;  and 
after  having  fate  fome  time,  ***  whif- 
pered  him,  that  he  had  a  meflage  from 
M.  Talleyrand,  to  communicate  when 
he  was  at  leifure.  General  Pinckney 


Power  evineeH  h  r  ,  ■  /,orei£n  ae  was  at  leifure.  General  Pinckney 

refufing  to  receive^ui^meffenters  *  f  ^  ,mmediat^y  withdrew  with  him  into  an- 
concilim !r,n  ,.„1  1  ,  gets  of  ie-  other  room  ;  and  when  they  were  aloqe, 

Mr.  X,  laid,  that  he  was  charged  with  a 
bufinefs  in  which  he  was  a  novice  ;  that 
he  had  been  acquainted  with  M.  Talley- 

.Wdj 


conciliation  and  peace,  by  depredations 
on  our  commerce,  and  the  infliction  of 
injuries  on  very  many  of  our  fellow- 
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rand,  ***  and.  that  he  was  fure  he  had  a 
great  regard  tor  America  and  its  citizens, 
and  was  very  defirous  that  a  reconciliation 
ftiould  be  brought  about  with  France; 
that  to  effectuate  that  end,  he  was  ready 
(if  it  was  thought  proper)  to  fuggeft  a 
plan  confidentially,  that  M.  Talleyrand 
expefted  would  anl'wer  the  purpofe. — 
General  Pinckney  faid,  he  thould  be  glad 
to  hear  it.  Mr.  X.  replied,  that  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  and  particularly  two  of  the 
Members  of  it,  were  exceedingly  irri¬ 
tated  at  fonie  paffages  of  the  Prefident’s 
fpeech,  and  defired  that  they  thould  be 
fnftened,  and  that  this  ftep  would  be 
neceflary  previous  to  our  reception  ;  that 
betides  this,  a  turn  of  money  was  required 
for  the  pocket  of  the  Direaory  and 
Minitters,  which  would  be  at  the  difpofal 
of  M.  Talleyrand;  and  that  a  Loan 
would  alto  be  infilled  on.  Mr.  X.  laid, 
if  we  acceded  to  thele  meafitres,  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand  had  no  doubt  that  all  our  dif¬ 
ferences  with  France  might  be  accommo¬ 
dated.  On  enquiry,  Mr.  X.  could .not 
point  out  the  particular  paffages  of  the 
fpeech  that  had  given  offence,  nor  the 
quantum  of  the  Loan  ;  but  mentioned 
that  the  douceur  for  the  pocket  was 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres,  about 
90,000!.  fterling.  Gen.  Pinckney  told 
him,  his  colleagues  and  himfelf,  from  the 
time  of  their  arrival  here,  had  been  treated 
with  great  flight  and  dilfefpeft  ;  that 
they  earneftly  wilhed  for  peace  and  re¬ 
conciliation  with  France,  and  had  been 
entnilfed  by  their  country  with  very  great 
powers  to  obtain  thofe  ends  on  honour¬ 
able  terms  ;  that  with  regard  to  the 
propofitions  made,  he  could  not  even 
contider  of  them  before  he  had  commu¬ 
nicated  them  to  his  colleagues  :  that  af¬ 
ter  he  had  done  to,  he  fhould  hear  from 
him.  After  communication  and  con- 
fultation  had,  it  was  agreed  that  Gen. 
Pinckney  fnould  call  on  Mr.  X.  and  re- 
quell  him  to  make  his  propofitions  to  us 
all ;  and,  for  fear  of  miltakes  and  mifap- 
prehenfions,  that  he  fhould  be  requefted 
to  fed uce  the  heads  into  writing.  He 
laid,  his  communication  was  not  imme¬ 
diately  with  M.  Talleyrand,  but  through 
another  gentleman  in  whom  M.  Talley- 
rand  had  great  confidence ;  this^  proved 
afterwards  to  be  Mr.  Y - . 

[It  appears,  that  feveral  meetings  took 
place  on  the  fubjett,  the  following  is  a 
brief  ftattment.] 

><  O Bober  29. 

“  M.  X.  again  called  on  us.  He  laid 
M.  Talleyrand  was  extremely  anxious  to 
bebf  fec\  ice  to  us,  and  requeited  that  one 


more  effort  thould  be  made  to  enable  him 
to  be  lb.  A  great  deal  of  the  tame  con- 
verl'ation  was  repeated  We  were  told 
that  the  deftruaion  of  England  was  ine¬ 
vitable,  and  that  the  wealth  and  arts  of 
that  nation  would  naturally  pals  over  to 
America,  if  that  event  fhould  find  us  ill 
peace."  [Here  follows  the  anfwer  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  the  account  proceeds  as  fol¬ 
lows]:— “The  fum  of  his  propofition 
was,  that  if  we  would  pay,  by  way  of 
fees  (that  was  his  expreffion),  the  lum 
t>f  money  demanded  tor  private  ufe,  the 
Directory  would  not  receive  us,  .  but 
would  permit  us  to  remain  in  Paris  as 
we  now  were,  until  one  ot  us  could  go 
to  America,  and  confult  our  Government 
on  the  fubjeft  of  a  Loan .  Thefe  were 
the  circumffances,  he  faid,  under  which 
the  Minifter  of  Portugal  had  treated. 
We  alked,  if  in  the  mean  time  the  Di¬ 
reaory  would  order  the  Ameiican  pio-^ 
perty,  not  yet  palled  into  the  hands.  ot 
privateers’ men,  to  be  reftored?  He  laid 
explicitly,  that  they  would  not.  We 
alked  him,  whether  they  would  fufpend 
further  depredations  on  our  commerce? 
He  faid  they  would  not.  But.  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand  oblerved,  that  on  this  tub] eft  we 
could  not  iuftain  much  additional  injury, 
as  the  winter  lealon  was  approaching, 
when  few  additional  captures  would  be 
made.”  [Here  follows  the  anlwer  ot  the 
Envoys,  in  which  they  complain  of  the 
hoftile  proceedings  ot  the  F tench,  and 
ftate,]  “  That  they  would  not  give  a 
(hilling,  unlei's  American  property,  tin- 
jultly  captured,  was  previonfly  rettored, 
and  further  hoftilities  lulpended  ;  and 
that,  without  this,  they  would  not  even 
confult  their  Government  concerning  a 
Loan.”  “  He  faid,  that  without  this 
money  we  thould  be  obliged  to  quit 
Paris,  and  that  we  ought  to  coniider  the 
confequences  ;  the  property  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  would  be  confiscated,  and  their 
velfels  in  port  embargoed.”  Here  fol¬ 
lows  the  anfwer,  which  thus  concludes  : 
“  We  told  him  it  was  a  fubjeft  on  which 
we  had  confidered  maturely,  and  on 
which  we  were  immoveable.  He  parted 
with  us,  faying,  if  this  was  the  cafe,  it 
would  not  be  worth  while  for  M.  Y.  to 
come;  but  in  the  evening  M.  Y.  and 
M.  X.  called,  and  were  invited  by  M. 
Gerry  to  breakfaft  with  us  next  morn¬ 
ing-” 

“  O Bober  30. 

“  After  breakfaft  M.  Y.  renewed  the 
fubjeft,  faying,  what  he  had  to  offer  had 
not  the  fanaion  of  the  Direftory.  But 
Talleyrand  had  acquired  fuch  firmnels  in 

his 


In’s  iituation  by  the  peace  with  the  Em¬ 
peror,  he  was  fo  intimate  with  Buona¬ 
parte  and  the  officers  of  the  Army  of 
Italy,  that  he  would  probably  be  Minilter 
fix  months,  and  could  now  undertake 
what  he  could  not  venture  upon  before. 
M.  Y.  then-  called  our  attention  to  our 
inability  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  the 
power  France  could  bring  againft  us. 
The  fate  of  Venice  was  one  which  might 
befall  the  United  States.  But  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  oblerve,  it  was  probable  we 
might  rely  on  forming  a  league  with 
England.  It  we  had  luch  a  reliance,  it 
would  fail  us.  The  iituation  of  England 
was  luch  as  to  compel  Mr.  Pitt  to  make 
peace  on  the  terms  of  France.  A  variety 
of  caufes  were  in  operation  which  made 
luch  an  effieft  abl'olutely  certain.  To 
fay  nothing  of  the  oppoiition  in  England 
to  the  Minilter,  and  to  the  war:  an  op¬ 
poiition  which  the  fears  of  the  nation 
would  ir.creale  :  to  fay  nothing  of  a  war 
againlt  England,  which  was  preparing 
in  the  North  :  an  army  of  i  50,000  men, 
under  the  command  of  Buonaparte,  fpread 
upon  the  coait  of  France,  and  aided  by  all 
the  vaft  relources  of  his  genius,  would 
mod  probably  be  enabled  to  invade  Eng¬ 
land  ;  in  which  event  their  Government 
would  be  overturned.  But  Ihould  this 
invalion  not  be  abl'olutely  effcded,  yet 
the  alarm  it  would  fpread  through  the 
nation,  the  enormous  expence  it  would 
produce,  would  infallibly  ruin  them  if 
it  was  to  be  continued,  and  would  drive 
them  to  lave  themfelves  by  peace  :  that, 
independent  of  this,  Fi  ance  pofleffed  the 
means  which  would  infallibly  deftroy 
their  Bank,  and  their  whole  paper  fyltem. 
He  faid  he  knew  very  well  it  was  gene¬ 
rally  conjeflured  that  Buonaparte  would 
not  leaye  Italy  and  the^army  which  had 
conquered  under  him,  and  which  adored 
him  j  he  allured  us  that  nothing  could 
be  more  unfounded  than  the  conjecture. 
He  faid  that  Pitt  himfelf  was  fo  confident 
of  the  neceflity  of  peace,  that  after  the 
naval  viftory  over  the  Dutch,  he  had 
fignified  his  readinefs  to  treat  on  the 
fame. terms  which  he  had  offered  before 
that  afiion  :  we  could  not  then  rely  on 
the  afliftance  of  England.  What,  he 
alked,  would  be  our  Iituation,  if  peace 
fhould  be  made  with  England  before  our 
differences  with  France  were  accommo¬ 
dated  ?  He  then  ltated  the  advantages 
of  the  influx  of  wealth  that  would  be  the 
coniequence  to  America  of  the  deltruftion 
of  England  j  and  repeated,  that  all  thefe 
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propofitions  were  to  be  confidered  as 
coming  from  us.  M.  Y.  continued,  you 
imagine  the  unreafonablenefs  of  thefe  de¬ 
mands  will  unite  America  againll  as. 
You  are  miftaken,  faid  he  j  you  ought  to 
know,  that  the  diploma'ic  (kill  of  France, 
and  the  means  Hie  poffeffes  in  your  coun¬ 
try,  are  fufficient  to  enable  her,  with  the 
French  party  in  America,  to  throw  the 
blame  which  will  attend  the  rupture  of 
the  negotiations  on  the  Federalilts,  as 
you  term  yrurfelves,  but  on  the  Britiffi 
party,  as  France  terms  you  ;  and  you 
may  allure  yourfelves  this  will  be  done. 
We  then  urged  the  injuftice  of  this  pro¬ 
ceeding,  reprefenting  that  America  had 
been  the  only  power  that  had  remained 
friendly  to  France,  when  all  Europe  was 
againlt  her :  that  America  had  lent  the 
Meffengers  of  Peace  ;  but  initead  of 
being  received,  a  demand  was  made  for 
money,  and  America  threatened  to  l>e 
eraied,  like  Venice,  from  the  lift  of  na¬ 
tions  :  it  was  threatened  to  deftroy  the 
only  fiee  Republic  on  earth  which  had 
fliewn  real  friendlhip  to  France.  To 
give  money  would  only  encourage  further 
demands.  We  had  no  regard  to  our 
iituation  with  Britain,  but  we  were  de¬ 
termined  to  fupport  American  Inde¬ 
pendence.  France  mifcalculated  on  the 
parties  in  America :  all  would  unite 
againlt  her.  M.  X.  faid,  Talleyrand 
would  not  lay  our  propoiitions  before  the 
Directory,  unlefs  he  previoufly  received 
the  50,0001.  or  the  greatelt  part  of  it. 
Y.  left  his  propoiitions,  and  we  gave 
our  anfwer  in  writing.” 

The  next  papers  are  copies  of  the 
written  propoiitions,  interchanged  by  the 
parties  ;  fome  of  public  letters  that 
paffed,  of  no  confequence  ;  and  freih  re- 
quelts  of  money  made,  one  on  the  aoth 
December,  by  a  lady,  an  acquaintance 
of  Talleyrand’s,  and  others  again  made 
by  Y.  in  which  all  the  former  arguments 
were  renewed.  In  an  interview  with 
Talleyrand,  he,  in  writing,  propofed  that 
America  fltou id  advance  16  millions  on 
Dutch  referiptions.  This  writing  he 
immediately  burnt.  Y.  propofed,  that 
if  America  would  allow  the  claims  of 
Beaiimarchais  on  Virginia,  amounting 
toijo,oool.  he  (Beaumarchais)  would 
pay  50,000k  to  Talleyrand  for  the  Di¬ 
redory.  The  laft  of  thefe  papers  is 
dated  the  8th  of  January,  when,  in  con¬ 
iequence  of  the  decrees  of  France  againft 
all  neutral  fliips  with  Englilh  goods,  ihe 
negotiations  appear  to  have  terminated. 
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LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 


Mount  Vernon,  July  1 3,  1798; 
DEAR  SIR, 

HAD  the  honour,  on  the  evening  of 
the  nth  inftant,  to  receive  from  the 
hand  of  the  Secretary  of  War  your  favour 
of  the  7th,  announcing  that  you  had, 
with  the  advice  and  content  of  the  Senate, 
appointed  me  Lieutenant  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Armies, 
laifed,  or  to  be  railed,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States. 

I  cannot  exprei's  how  greatly  affefted  I 
am  at  this  new  proof  of  public  confidence, 
and  the  highly  flattering  manner  in  which 
you  have  been  plea  led  to  make  the  com¬ 
munication  5  at  the  fame  time,  I  muft  not 
conceal  horn  you  my  earned  wifh,  that 
the  choice  had  fallen  upon  a  man'  lels 
declined  in  years,  and  better  qualified  to 
encounter  the  ulual  viciffitudes  of  war. 

You  know,  Sir,  what  calculation  I 
nave  made  relative*  to  the  probable  courfe 
of  events,  on  my  retiring  from  office, 


and  the  determination  I  had  confoled 
my  ft  If  with,  of  doling  the  remnant  of 
my  days  in  my  prefent  peaceful  abode  ; 
you  will  therefore  be  at  no  id's  to  con¬ 
ceive  and  appreciate  the  fenfations  I  muft 
have  experienced,  to  bring  my  mind  to 
any  conclufion  that  would  pledge  me,  at 
fo  late  a  period  of  life,  to  leave  l'cenes  I 
fincerely  love,  to  enter  upon  the  bound- 
Iels  field  of  public  aftion,  incelfant 
trouble,  and  high  refponlibility. 

It  was  not  poffible  for  me  to  remain 
ignorant  of,  or  indifferent  to,  recent 
tranfailions.  The  conduft  of  the  Di- 
rettory  of  France  towards  cur  Country, 
their  infidious  hoilility  to  its  Govern¬ 
ment  j  their  various  practices  to  with¬ 
draw  the  affeftions  of  the  people  from  it  j 
the  evident  tendency  of  their  a/fts,  and 
thofe  of  their  agents,  to  countenance  and 
invigorate  oppolition  ;  their  disregard  of 
lolemn  treaties  and  the  laws  of  Nations  j 
their  war  upon  our  defencelels  Com- 


znerce  ;  their  treatment  of  our  Minifters 
of  Peace  ;  and  their  demands  amounting 
to  Tribute  ;  could  not  fail  to  excite  in 

me  correfponding  fentiments  with  thofe  _  _  .  _ _ _ _  j4 

my  countrymen  have  fo  generally  ex-  ftVuntil  the  army  is  in  a  fituation'to  require 

7)  fa*  i  IpH  in  f"  !s  iO  t  V"  I  f  Q  /i  /l  a  ^  a  9  _ /'  •  .  1  •  i  •  a  -  .  ■ 


determined  to  accept  the  commillion  at 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Armies  of 
the  United  States  ;  with  the  referve  only* 
ythat  I  fliall  not  be  called  into  the  field 
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prelTed  in  their  affectionate  Addrelfes  to”* 
you.  Believe  me,  Sir,  no  one  can  more 
Cordially  approve  of  the  wile  and  prudent 
meafures  of  your  adminiftration.  They 
ought  to  infpire  univerlal  confidence,-  and 
■will,  no  doubt,  combined  with  the  Hate 
of  things,  call  from  Congrefs  fuch  Jaws 
and  means  as  will  enable  you  to  meet  the 
full  force  and  extent  of  the  criiis. 

Satisfied,  therefore,  that  we  have 
fincerely  wilhed  and  endeavoured  to  avert 
war,  and  exhaufled,  to  the  laft  drop,  the 
cup  of  reconciliation,  we  can  with  pure 
hearts  appeal  to  Heaven  for  the  juftice  of 
our  caule  j  and  may  confidently  trull  the 
final  relult  to  that  kind  Providence  who 
has  heretofore,  and  fo  often,  fignalfy  fa¬ 
voured  the  people  of  thefe  United  States. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  and  feeling- 
how  incumbent  it  is  upon  every  perlon, 
of  every  defcription,  to  contribute  at  all 
times  to  his  country’s  welfare,  and  ef- 
pecially  in  a  moment  like  the  piefent, 
when  every  thing  we  hold  dear  and  lacred 
is  fo  ferioufly  threatened,  I  have  finally 


my  prefence,  or  it  becomes  indifpenfible 
by  the  urgency  of  circumltances. 

In  making  this  refervation,  I  beg  it 
to.be  underflood,  that  I  do  not  mean  to 
withhold  any  affillance  to  arrange  and 
organize  the  army,  which  you  may  think 
I  can  afford.  I  take  the  liberty  allb  to 
mention,  that  J  mult  decline  having  my 
acceptance  confidertd  as  drawing  after  it 
any  immediate  charges  upon  the  public  ; 
or  that  I  can  receive  any  emoluments 
annexed  to  the  appointment,  before  en¬ 
tering  into  a  fituation  to  incur  expence. 

The  Secretary  of  War  being  anxious 
to  return  to  the  feat  of  Government,  I 
have  detained  him  no  longer  than  wag 
neceffary  to  a  full  communication  upon 
the  feveral  points  he  had  in  charge.  With 
very  great  rel'peil  and  confideration, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

John  Adams,  $ 

Prejident  of  the  United  States. 


Fever  i,^  America.— At  Bofton, 
dn  the  zyd  of  Offober  laft,  the  fever  had 
entirely  difappeared,  and  the  citizens  had 
for  the  molt  part  returned  to  their  dwel¬ 
lings.  During  the  time  the  Harlequin 
packet  lay  at  New  York*  it  was  computed 
that  upwards  of  5000  perfons  fell  vic¬ 
tims  to  the  yellow  fever.  It  has  un 
fortunately  happened,  however,  that  the 
eagernefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  large 
cities  to  return  to  their  homes,  has  in 
lome  instances  occafioned  an  increai'e  of 
the  malady  at  the  time  when  its  malig¬ 
nant  influence  leemed  about  to  ccale. 
Several  of  the  molt  refpeclable  of  the 
phyficians  have  fallen  a  tacrifice  to  the 
fever among  whom  are,  Dr.  Cooper, 
of  Philadelphia  ;  DofWs  Smith,  Dirrg- 
ley,  Jones,  and  Hicks,  of  New  York. 
A  number  of  the  Gazettes  are  flopped, 
in  confequence  of  the  ficknefs  among 
the  workmen,  and  the  deaths  of  their 
Editors.  Among  the  latter  are,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  Bache,  Editor  of  The 
Aurora,  and  T.  Gjeenleaf,  Editor  of 
The  Argus,  of  New  York,  two  leading 
papers  in  oppoiiticn  to  the  Government  j 
and  Mr.  J.  Fenno,Edit<  r  of  The  United 

States'  Gazette,  and  Mr.  M‘Leod,  of 
The  New  York  Gazette,  two  papers  of 
the  contrary  party.  -  The  complexion  of 
the  large  towns  is  ftated  to  be  gloomy 
indeed.  J 


PHILADELPHIA,  JULY  25. 

MR.  MARS  HALL,  one  of  the  three 
CommiHioners  at  Paris,  who  lately- 
arrived  from  France  by  way  of  New 
York,  has  been  received  with  much 
diftinftion.  He  was  met  at  fome  miles 
diftance  from  Philadelphia  by  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  and  fome  Members  of 
the  Senate,  efcorted  into  town  by  a 
party  of  the  new-raifed  Volunteer 
Corps,  and  a  public  dinner  has  ftnce 
been  given  to  him  by  the  principal 
members  of  the  Houles  of  Congrefs. 


PHILADELPHIA,  JULY  26. 


nr 

THE  meafures  adopted  with  a  view 
to  place  this  country  in  a  Hate  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  a  war  with  France,  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  carried  on  with  confiderable 
fpirit.  The  defencelefs  fituation  of  the 
different  fea-port  towns  is  particularly' 
felt ;  and  the  erection  or  repair  of  the 
fortifications  neceffary  for  the  protection 
of  the  molt  expofed  places,  is  begun  all 
along  the  eoaft  of  ehe  Atlantic,  with  a 
great  degree  of  energy.  In  fome  parts 
of  the  country,  particularly  at  New 
York,  individuals  have  offered  their 
perfonal  fervice,  gratis,  for  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  batteries.  The  fum  appro¬ 
priated  to  this  objeCt  by  Congrefs,  is 
four  hundred  and  thirty  thculand  dol¬ 
lars:  and  an  ACt  has  been  palfed, 
that  when  any  individual  State,  that 
happens  to  be  indebted  to  the  General 
Union,  lhall,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Prefident,  complete  any  fortifica¬ 
tion  already  begun,  or  ereft  any  ad¬ 
ditional  works,  the  money  thus  applied 
lhall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  that 
State.  I 

The  three  frigates  ordered  by  Con¬ 
grefs  to  be  completed  and  equipped,  the 
United  States,  of  forty-four  guns,  the 
Conftitution,  of  forty-four,  and  the 
Conllellation,  of  thirty-fix  gums,  have 


found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  theirH 
full  complement  of  men,  although  the 
monthly  pay,  feventeen  dollars  to  able- 
bodied  feam,en,  and  ten  dollars  to  or¬ 
dinary  feamen,  is  much  irtferior'to  the 
wages  given  at  prefenc  by  the  Captains 
of  merchant  veffels.  rp^/c/ 

A  confiderable  addition  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  large  frigates  is  likely  to 
be  made  by  voluntary  fubfeription  ;  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia  have  under¬ 
taken  to  conftruft  one  of  forty-four 
guns  :  At  Bollcn  upwards  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  have  been 
fubferibed  for  a  fimilar  purpofe:  At 
Baltimore,  one  hundred  thouland  :  At 
New  York,  Alexandria,  Norfolk,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Charleftown,  and  almoft  all  the 
confiderable  towns  of  the  Union,  pro¬ 
portionate  iums  have  been  generoufly 
contributed. 

The  Congrefs  have  authorifed  the 
Prefident  to  build  a  confiderable  number 
of  veffels  of  inferior  fize: — Six  of  thirty- 
two  guns,  twelve  of  from  twenty  to 
twenty-two  guns,  fix  of  eighteen  guns, 
and  ten  gallics.  The  number  of  Re¬ 
venue  cutters,  which  carry  from  eight 
to  fourteen  guns  each,  are  alfo  to  be 
multiplied  along  the  coafts  ;  and  the 
Prefident  is  empowered  to  increafe  their 
complement  of  men  to  the  number  of 
feventy.  Thefe  veffels  have  beeu  au¬ 
thorifed  by  Aft  of  Congrefs  to  take 
all  French  armed  veffels,  and  tore-take 
fuch  American  veffels  as  have  been 
captured.  The  exertions  of  the  officers 
and  crews  have  been  encouraged  by 
a  law  fecuring  to  them  a  certain  fhare 
in  the  value  of  the  prizes  they  may 
make.  The  French  privateer  lately 
brought  in  bv  the  American  floop  of 
war  the  Delaware,  has  been  regularly 
libelled,  and  condemned  in  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  here.  The  crews  have 
been  confidered  as  prifoners  cf  war,  and 
are  to  be  confined  in  Lancafter  Jail. 

Congrefs  has  further  ordered  the 
formation  of  a  corps  of  Marines  to  con- 


fift  of  five  hundred  men,  under  the  di¬ 
rections  of  a  Major  and  a  proper  number 
of  Subaltern  Officers  ;  and  it  appears 
that  it  is  likely  to  be  raifcd  without 
difficulty. 

Much  time  has  been  fpent  in  Con- 
grefs  ou  a  plan  for  better  organizing  and 
difciplining  the  Militia.  The  Prefident 
has  been  authorifed  to  purchafe  thirty 
thoufand  hand  of  fmall  arms  for  the  ufe 
of  thofe  bodies  off  Militia  that  are  molt 
in  want  of  them,  which  are  to  be  de¬ 
ported  in  convenient  fituations,  and  to 


be  either  lent  to  the  different  corps,  or 
fold  to  them  at  prime  coft. 

The  regular  army  of  the  United 
States  is  aifo  to  receive  fome  increafe  : 
Congrefs  has  authorifed  the  raffing  of 
twelve  new  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
fix  troops  of  light  dragoons  (which, 
with  the  two  troops  already  exifling, 
will  form  a  regiment),  in  addition  to 
the  Provifional  Army  of  ten  thoufand 
men  which  the  Prefident  has  it  in  his 
power  to  levy,  in  cafe  of  a  threatened 
invafion.  By  this  means  the  regular 
array  will  amount  upon  the  whole  to 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  thoufand' 
men,  excluGve  of  the  provifional  one 
jull  mentioned. 

The  Volunteer  Corps  proceed  with 
very  great  fuccefs.  The  fpirit  of  en- 
liflment  has  been  in  fome  degree  ia- 
creafed  by  a  plan,  adopted  by  Congrefs, 
empowering  the  Volunteers  to  form 
themfelves  into  a  Legion  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  as  it  is  underftood  here,  into  corps 
compofed  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  ar¬ 
tillery.  j  ' 

A  body  of  this  kind  has  very  fud- 
denly  acquired  numbers  and  refpefta- 
b.lity  ;  and  is  likely  loon  to  have  the 
full  complement  of  two  thoufand  men. 
It  is  expected  that  thofe  volunteers,  who 
may  o8er  their  fervice,  in  the  whoie 
extent  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
the  end,  amount  to  from  ninety  to  a 
hundred  thoufand  men.  t> 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  MAGAZINE. 

SJR,  Newbury,  March  iqth,  179S. 

THE  following  Letters,  I  conceive,  are  of  fufficient  importance  to  lay  claim  to  a 
place  in  your  valuable  Mifcellany  ;  they  are  an  American  produ&ion,  and  an 
-attack  on  the  charafler  and  veracity  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  f  as  an  hittorian  :  they  will,- 
no  doubt,  be  acceptable  to  all  readers  of  American  hiftory,  as  well  as  to  lovers  of 
truth  in  general ;  and  I  fhall  preface  them  with  no  other  remark  than  that  Mr. 
Jefferfon  has  not  thought  proper,  at  prefent,  to  anfwer  them,  nqtwithltanding  a 
twelvemonth  has  nearly  elapfed  fince  their  firlt  publication. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  refpeft,  • 

Your  obliged  humble  fervan-i 


STg, 


'Baltimore,  'June  24,  1797. 


THE  letter  of  which  I  enclofe  you  a 
copy,  will  be  delivered  to  Mr.  jef¬ 
ferfon  immediately  after  the  riling  of 
Dongrefs.  You  will  greatly 


oblige  .me 


FRANCIS  BATLY. 

•by  having  the  copy  publiflied,  if  poflible, 
on  the  evening  of  the  day  when  Congrefs 
fltall  rife. 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Luther  Martin. 
j[o  Mr.  William  Cobbett  J. 


greateft  hopes,  undaunted  courage,  admirable  parts,  and  a  clear  underftanding.”  He  had  a 
particular  talent  at  languages,  .{.elides  the  Latin  he  was  matter  of  the  French,  theSpanifh, 
the  Italian,  and  Low  Dutch.  He  was  in  fhorc  pofieffed  of  all  the  natural  qualities,  as  well 
as  acquired  accomplilhments,  necelTary  to  make  a  great  prince.”  (Macpheifon’s  Hiftory  of 
England,  Chap.  1.)  Bilhop  Burnett’s  character  pf  .this  young  prince  is  alfo  very  favourable. 
See  Hiftory  of  bis  own  Times,  Vol.  i.  p.  23.3. 

*  From  this  letter  it  feems  as  though  Charles  the  Second  did  not  wear  mourning  fora 
jwhole  year  for  his  father  Charles  the  Firlt,  who  was  executed  30th  January  1648-9. 

j-  Vice-Preiidentof  the  United  States  of  America. 

J  Editor  of  “  Porcupine’s  Gazette,”  and  publilhed  in  his  paper  of  the  17th  of  July  1797. 

a  (Copy) 
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(Ce?v) 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THOMAS  JEF¬ 
FERSON,  ES<^.  VICE-PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Baltimore ,  June  24,  1797. 

SIR,  - = - - - 

In  your  Notes  on  Virginia,  combating 
Certain  fentiinents  of  the  celebrated  Buf- 
fon,  you  have  given  us  an  eulogium  of 
the  North  American  favages;  and,  to 
eftablifti  their  eminence  in  oratory,  have 
introduced  the  fpeech  of  LOGAN  (whom 
you  have  dubbed  a  Mingo  Chief)  to  Lord 
Dunmore,  when  Governor  of  Virginia  j 
a  morfel  of  eloquence,  in  your  opinion, 
not  to  be  excelled  by  any  p adage  in  the 
orations  of  Demodhenes,  Cicero,  or  of 
any  more  eminent  orator,  if  Europe  has 
furnilhed  more  eminent.  And  that  your 
reader  might  be  the  better  enabled  to 
diftinguilh  all  its  fuperiority  of-luftre, 
you  have  given  him  the  foil  wing  pre¬ 
liminary  ftatement  of  incidents  ;  “  In  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1774,”  you  fay,  “  a 
robbery  and  murder  were  committed  on 
an  inhabitant  of  the  frontiers  of  Virginia 
by  two  Indians  of  the  Shawanefe  tribe. 
The  neighbouring  whites,  according  to 
their  cultom,  undertook  to  ptinilh  this 
outrage  in  a  luminary  way.  Colonel 
Crefap,  a  man  infamous  for  the  many 
murders  he  had  committed  on  thofe  much 
injured  people,  collected  a  party  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  Kanaway  in  queft  or 
vengeance.  Unfortunately  a  canoe  of 
women  and  children,  with  one  man  only, 
was  l'een  coming  from  the  oppofite  fhore, 
unarmed,  and  unfufpe&ing  an  hoftile  at¬ 
tack  from  the  whites.  Crefap  and  his 
party  concealed  themlelves  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  the  moment  the  canoe 
reached  the  fhore,  fingled  out  their  objeift, 
and  at  one  fire  killed  every  perfon  in  it. 
This  happened  to  be  the  family  of  Logan, 
who  had  long  been  diftingnifhed  as  the 
friend  of  the  whites.  This  unworthy 
return  provoked  his  vengeance.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  fignalized  himielf  in  the  war 
which  enfued.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
fame  year  a  decifive  battle  was  fought  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanaway  between 
the  colledled  forces  of  the  Shawanefe, 
Mingoes,  and  Delawares,  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  Virginia  militia.  The  In¬ 
dians  were  defeated,  and  fued  for  peace. 
Logan,  however,  diidained  to  be  feen 
among  the  fuppliants  :  but  left  the  fin  - 
eerity  of  a  treaty  fhould  be  diftrufted, 
fifom  which  lo  diltinguiihed  a  Chief  ab- 


fented  himfelf,  he  fent,  by  a  meffengers 
the  following  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to 
Lord  Dunmore.” 

fbts  f.ory  and  that  fpeech  of  Logan, 
having  been  felected  by  Mr.  Fennel,  in 
his  “  Readings  and  Recitations,  Moral, 
Critical,  and  Entertaining,”  induced  me 
to  addrefs  to  that  Gentleman  a  letter  on 
the  fubjeft,  which  perhaps  you  may  not 
have  fieri,  for  I  know  not  whether  you 
are  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  newf- 
papers  ;  but  that  you  may,  ifyoupleafe, 
have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  it,  permit 
me  to  refer  you  to  the  twenty-fixth  num¬ 
ber  of  Porcupine’s  Gazette  * ,  printed  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  paper 
a  copy  of  my  letter  was  pnblilhed. 

To  the  world  at  large,  and  to  every 
individual  interefted,  you,  as  an  hiftorian, 
mujl  be  confidered  anfwerable  that  the 
fpeech  ofLogan  is  genuine,  unadulterated , 
and  not  a  fiftion.  And  as,  that  the 
beauty  and  excellence  of  that  fpeech 
might  be  more  clearly  perceived,  you 
thought  good  to  enter  into  a  detail  of 
fails  ;  to  the  world,  and  to  every  perfon 
interefted,  you  mujl,  as  an  hiftorian,  be 
confidered  anfwerable  for  the  trurh  of  thole 
fails. 

I  firft  became  acquainted  with  Colonel 
Crefap  in  the  year  1772  ;  I  was  then  on 
a  journey  to  Fort  Pitt  ';  Colonel  Crefap 
was  at  that  time  living  at  his  feat  by 
Old  Town.  He  was  never  on  the  Welt 
fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains  from  that 
day  until  his  death.  Nor  was  Logan’s 
family  killed  on  the  Kanaway,  but  at  the 
mouth  of  Yellow  Creek,  en  the  Eaft  fide 
of  the  Ohio  River,  and  about  lorry  or 
fifty  miles  above  Fort  Wheelan.  And 
as  you  have  fo  much  miftook  the  place 
where  the  tranfailion  happened  (which, 
by  the  bye,  is  a  little  remarkable  in  an 
enlightened  hiltorian,  volunteering  on 
events  which  happened  in  the  ftate  where 
he'  lived,  and  thofe  too  of  fo  recent  a 
date),  it  is  not  very  improbable  that  you 
have  been  equally  miltaken  in  the  perfon , 
or  in  the  title  of  the  perfon,  whom  you 
have  fixed  upon  as  the  principal  per- 
fonage  in  thole  tranl'aftions.  Although 
the  Crefaps  all  lived  within  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  yards  of  your  ftate,  and  the  North 
branch  of  the  Potomac,  one  of  its  bound¬ 
aries,  ran  through  their  poffeffions.  I 
will  therefore  take  no  advantage  of  any 
error  you  may  have  made  in  the  defig- 
natio  perfonee,  but  will  give  you  lull 
liberty  to  lele'fl  out  of  the  •whole  fanny* 


*  From  which  the  accompanying  letter  was  extracted. — F.B, 
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tine  Individual  on  whom  you  wifh  to  fix 
the  charge. 

And  now,  Sir,  to  lay  the  proper 
foundation  for  the  further  inveftigation 
of  this  fubjeft ,  permit  me  to  requelt,  and 
not  only  to  requell  but  to  expefft,  your 
anfwer  to  the -following  queftions : 

ift.  From  what  document  did  you 
copy  the  fpeech  of  Logan  ;  or,  from 
whom  did  you  receive  your  information 
of  that  fpeech  and  its  contents  ? 

2d.  What  perfon  was  meant  to  be 
defigned  by  the  lit  it  and  name  of  Colonel 
Cielap,  as  uied  by  Logan  in  his  fpeech, 
and  by  yourfelf  in  your  Jlatement  of  the 
incidents  neceftary  for  the  better  under- 
ftanding  that  fpeech  ? 

3d.  Whence  did  you  procure  your 
information  that  Colonel  Crefap,  or  any 
perfon  of  that  name,  was  “  infamous  for 
the  many  murders  he  had  committed  on 
the  much  injured  Indians  ?”  When,  and 
where,  were  thofe  murders  committed  ? 
And  who  of  thofe  “much  injured  people 
Were  the  vifilims  ? 

It  is  not  in  the  human  heart  to  feel 
that  I  need  an  apology  for  propofing  to 
you  thele  queltions  ;  but  if  an  apology 
was  wanting,  I  have  it : — In  two  amiable 
daughters  (a  parent  may  at  Iealt  be  par¬ 
doned  tor  thinking  them  liich),  who  are 
direftly  del'cended  from  that  man,  whofe 
character  your  pen,  I  hope  from  no  worfe 
motive  than  to  lupport  a  philoi'ophical 
hypotheiis,  has  endeavoured  to  lfigmatize 
with  indelible  infamy  !  A  variety  of 
circumftances  have  combined  to  give  an 
unmerited  celebrity  and  extenfivenefs  of 
diffulion  to  an  unfounded  calumny.  This 
calumny  /  will  efface. 

The  letter  I  have  written  on  this  fub- 
jeff  to  Mr.  Fennel  ;  the  letter  I  now  ad- 
drels  to  you,  and  all  thole  I  fhall  here¬ 
after  addrefs  lo  you  on  the  fame  fubject, 
I  fhall  tranfmit  to  the  authors  of  the 
Annual  Kegifter  in  Great  Britain,  by 
them  to  be  publifired  ;  and  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Morfe,  to  Mr,  Lendrum,  and  to 
every  other  author,  by  whom  the  fpeech 
and  Itory  of  Logan  may  have  been  copied 
from  your  notes,  will  I  all’o  lend  the  fame, 
to  be  hereafter  inferted  by  them  in  a  re- 
fiubl-.cation  of  their  works. 

If  my  direfUons  are-  complied  with, 
this  will  be  delivered  you  immediately  on 
the  riling  of  Congrefs  j  for  I  would  not 
wifh  to  take  off  your  attention  one  fingle 
moment  from  the  concerns  of  the  public, 
while  Congrels  is  in  feffion. 

With  due refpect,  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Luther  Martin, 


*E\  Baltimore ,  March  30,  1797. 

Mr.  Fennell, 

By  the  late  Philadelphia  papers  I  ob- 
ferve,  Sir,  that  in  your  “  Readings  and 
Recitations,  Moral,  Critical,  and  Enter¬ 
taining,”  among  your  other  feleflions, 
you  have  introduced  “  The  Story  of 
Logan,  the  Mingo  Chief.”  In  doing 
this,  1  am  fatisfiee!  you  were  not  actuated 
by  a  defire  to  wound  the  feelings  of  a 
relpeftable  family  in  the  United  States, 
or  by  a  wifh  to  give  a  greater  publicity 
to  a  groundlefs  calumny. 

You  found  that  ftory  and  fpeech  in 
Jefterfon’s  Notes  on  Virginia  :  you 
found  it  related  with  fuch  an  air  of  au¬ 
thenticity,  that  it  cannot  be  furprifing 
that  you  fliould  not  fulpeft  it  to  be  a 
fUtion . 

But,  Sir,  philofophers  are  pretty  much 
the  fame,  from  old  Shandy,  who  in  fup- 
port  of  a  fyftem  facrificed  his  aunt  Dinah, 
to  De  Warville  and  Condorcet,  who  for 
the  fame  purpol’e  would  have  facrificed  a 
world. 

Mr.  Jefferfon  is  a  philofopher  ;  he  too 
had  his  hypothefis  to  eftablifh,  or  what  is 
much  the  fame  thing,  he  had  the  hypo¬ 
thefis  of  BufFon  to  overthrow. 

When  we  fee  him  employed  in  weigh¬ 
ing  the  rats  and  the  mice  of  the  two 
worlds,  to  prove  that  thole  of  the  new 
are  not  exceeded  by  thofe  of  the  old. 
When,  to  eltablifh  that  the  body  of  the 
American  Savage  is  not  inferior  in  form 
or  in  vigour  to  the  body  of  an  European, 
we  find  him  examining  minutely  every 
part  of  their  frame,  and  hear  him  declare 
that,  though  the  wrift  and  the  hand  of 
the  former  ate  linailer  than  thofe  parts 
of  the  latter,  yet  11  fes  organes  de  la 
generation  ne  font  plus  foibles  on  plus 
petils  ;”  and  that  he  hath  not  only  as 
many  hairs  on  his  body,  but  that^  the 
fame  parts,  which  are  productive  opiatr 
in  the  one,  if  left  to  themfelves,  are 
equally  productive  of  hair  in  the  other. — . 
When  we  fee  him  lb  zealous  to  e|fabliih 
an  equality  in  Inch  trifles,  and  to  prove 
the  body  of  bis  lavage  to  be  formed  on 
the  fame  module  with  “  the  Homo  fapiens 
Europe? us  ;”  how  much  more  folicitous 
may  we  luppofe  him  to  have  been  to 
prove  that  the  mind  of  this  favage  was 
ail'o  formed  on  the  fame  modula. 

Than  the  man  whom  he  has  calum¬ 
niated,  he  could  fcarcely  have  ielefted  a 
finer  example  to  eftablifh  the  pofition  that 
the  human  race  in  this  weftern  world  are 
not  be-littled  in  body  or  mind  ;  but  that 
unfortunately  that  man  was  not  born  in 
America. 

For 
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For  the  want  of  better  materials  he 
was  obliged  to  make  nie  of  luch  as  came 
ro  his  hands  ;  and  we  may  reafonably 
conclude  whatever  or  fpeech  he  could 
pick  up,  calculated  to  delfroy  the  hypo- 
thehs  of  Buffon,  or  to  eftablifh  his  own, 
Specially  in  fo  important  a  point,  inftead 
of  being  fcrutinized  minutely,  would  be 
welcomed  with  avidity.  And  great  and 
refpeilable  as  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ftrfon  may  be  thought,  or  may  be  in 
reality,  I  have  no  -hefitation  to  declare, 
that  from  an  examination  of  the  fubjefl  I 
am  convinced  the  charge  exhibited  by 
hint  againlt  Colonel  CRESAP  is  not 
founded  in  truth  ;  and  alio  that  no  luch 
fpecrraen  of  Indian  oratory  was  ever 
exhibited. 

I  hat  lome  of  Logan’s  family  were 
killed  by  the  Americans,  I  doubt  not  ; 
whether  they  fell  the  viilims  of  juftice, 
of  milfake,  or  of  cruelty,  refts  w.ith  thole 
by  whom  they  fell.  But  in  their  death 
Colonel  Crefap ,  or  any  of  his  family,  had 
no  fhaie.  And  in  l'upport  of  this  .afi- 
fertion  I  am  ready  to  enter  the  lilts  with 
the  author  of  the  Motes  on  Virginia. 

No  man,  who  really  knew  the  late 
Colonel  Crefap,  could  have  believed  the 
tale.  lie  was  too  brave  to ’be  perfidious 
or  cruel.  He  .was  a  man  of  undaunted 
refolution.  A  man  of  whom  it  might 
be  faid,  with  as  much  propriety  as  I 
believe  was  ever  laid  of  man,  **  that  he 
knew  not  fear.” 

Courage,  hofpitaflity,  candour,  and 
fincerity,  were  the  prominent  features  of 
his  character !  Thefe  alfo  are  the  lead¬ 
ing  traits  in  his  defendants. 

Immediately  after  the  peace  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  he  eftabliflred  himfelf  at  Old 
Town,  on  the  North  Branch  of  the  Po- 
tomack,  only  fifteen  miles  this  fide  of 
Fort  Cumberland,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles  to  the  weftwarft  of  Baltimore 
town.  What  mull  have  been  the  (dil¬ 
ation  of  himfelf  and  his  family  on  fo 
ditfant  a  frontier,  during  the  w.pr  which 
terminated  in  the  year  1763,  and  during 
the  troubles  which  preceded  that  war, 
may  be  ealily  conceived  by  thofe  who 
have  any  knowledge  whatever  at  that 
time  of  the  llettlements  of  Pennfylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

After  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock, 
a  company,  railed  and  commanded  by  his 
oldeft  foil,  Thomas  Crefap,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  fupplied  with  arms  and  other 
necefiaries  by  the  Colonel  himfelf,  at¬ 
tacked  the  invading  lavages,  and  drove 
them  over  the  mountains;  .but  this  vic¬ 
tory  was  embittered  by  the  lols  of  their 


gallant  leader  ;  he  and  one  of  the  Indian 
Chiefs  fell  hy  wounds,  mutually  infii&ed, 
and  expired  together.  Soon  after  this 
evtnt  Colonel  Crefap  and  his  then  elded 
Ion  raifed  another  company  at  their  own 
txper.ce,  crofied  the  mountains,  and  de¬ 
feated  the  Indians  with  confiderable 
daughter.  After  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  country  where  he  refided  had 
generally  fled  from  their  houfes,  and  re¬ 
tired  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Conogo- 
cheaque,  he  remained  with  his  family  at 
his  houfe,  near  Old  Town,  which  he  had 
luxrounded  with  a  ltockade,  for  twelve 
months  or  upwards  ;  when  at  laid  he  was 
inti  need  to  withdraw  from  lb  dangefous 
a  fituation,  removing  with  his  books 
and  papers,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  the 
former  inhabitants,  who  had  been  in  his 
neighbourhood  collecling  their  cattle, 
and  were  driving  them  down  the  .country, 
he  was  attacked  by  the  Indians,  who 
lay  in  ambitJh  for  him,  and  four  of  big 
party  were  killed  on  the  fpot ;  the  In¬ 
dians  were  however  repulfed  with  con- 
fideratjle  lofs,  and  he  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  efcnpe  unhurt. 

That  Colonel  Crefap  and  his  family 
were  frequently  and  aflively  engaged  in 
the  confliils  which  took  place  betweer. 
ns  and  the  Indians  is  well  known.  That 
fome  of  the  Indians  have  fallen  by  their 
hands  is  not  denied  ;  but  thctfe  were  not 
in  the  number  oi  our  friends. 

To  the  Indians,  who  were  attached  to 
our  caufe,  his  doors  were  ever  open.  At 
his  houfe  was  their  frequent  rendezvous  ; 
there  often  they  met  melfengers  from  the 
then  Governors  of  Virginia  and  Mary¬ 
land  :  there  they  were  often  furnilhed 
with  arms,  with  ammunition,  and  with 
provifions,  and  not  unfrequentjy  out  of 
his  own  Itores,  and  at  his  own  expence. 

It  was  to  thofe  lavages,  who  were 
employed  hy  the  French  nation  (before 
it  became  our  very  good  friend  and  ally) 
to  ravage  the  frontiers  and  butcher  the 
peaceful  inhabitants,  that  he  and  his  fa¬ 
mily  were  terriLle..  And  to  thole  they 
-were  terrible,  though  not  “  as  the  fires  of 
Heaven.” 

But  perhaps  it  was  from  the  fails 
which  I  have  here  bated  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfion  conlidered  himfelf  authoriled  to 
fay  “  Colonel  Creiap  was  infamous  for 
the  many  murders  he  had  committed  on 
the  much  injured  Indians.”  And  left 
fome  future  philofopher,  in  fome  future 
notes  on  Virginia,  might  be  tempted  to 
call  him  alfo  “  infamous  for  bis  many 
murders  of  the  much  injured”  Britons, 
may  perhaps  have  been  his  motive  for 
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flying  with  fuch  precipitation  from  the  V 
feat  of  his  Government,  -not  many  years 
fince,  when  the  Biitiih  army  invaded 
that  ftate. 

As  to  Logan ;  lightly  would  I  tread 
over  the  grave  even  of  the  untutored 
favage,  but  juftice  obliges  me  to  fay,  I 
am  well  allured  that  the  Logan  of  the 
"vildernefs , — the  real  Logan  of  nature 
had  but  little,  it  any  more  likenefs  to  the 
Jiftitious  Logan  of  Jefferfon' s  Notes,  than 
the  brutified  Caffree  of  Africa  to  the  en¬ 
lightened  philofopher  of  Montecello. 

In  what  wildernefs  Mr.  Jefferfon  culled 
this  fair  flower  of  aboriginal  eloquence  \ 
whether  he  has  preferred  it  in  the  lame 
ffate  in  which  he  found  it,  or  by  iranf- 
planting  it  into  a  more  genial  foil,  and 
expojing  it  to  a  kinder  fun,  he  has  given 
it  the  embellijhments  of  cultivation  I 
know  not. 

There  are  many  philofophers  fo  very 
fond  of  reprefenting  lavage  nature  in  the 
moll  amiable,  and  mod  exalted  point  of 
view,  that  we  feel  ourfelves  lefs  l'urprifed 
when  we  fee  them  become  favages  them- 
felves.  Tol'omeone  of  this  clals  of  philo¬ 
fophers,  I  doubt  notit  owes  its  exigence. 

Yet,  but  for  Jefferfon,  “  it  would  have 
breathed  its  poifons  in  the  defart  ait.” 
'Whatever  was  the  foil  in  which  it  frit 
lprungup,  it  foon  would  have  withered 
and  died  unnoticed  or  forgotten,  had  not 
he  preferved  it  in  his  collcNion.  From 
thence  the  authors  of  the  Annual  Register 
have  given  their  readers  a  drawing  as 
large  as  nature.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Morfe 
in  his  Geography,  and  Mr.  Lendrum  in 
his  Hillory  of  the  American  Revolution, 
have  followed  their  example  ;  and  you, 
Sir,  are  now  increafing  its  celebrity,  by 
exhibiting  it  to  thronging  fpeftators,  with 
all  its  colouring  retouched  and  heightened 
by  the  flowing  pencil  of  a  mailer. 


Do  you  afk  me,  how  I  am  interefled 
in  this  fubjeB  ? — I  anfwer.  The  daughter 
of  Michael  Crefap  -was  the  mother  of  my 
children.  I  am  influenced  alio  by  an¬ 
other  motive  not  lefs  powerful.  My 
much  lamented  and  worthy  relation,  who 
died  on  the  expedition  againfl  the  vveftei  R 
infurgents,  bequeathed  to  me  as  a  facred 
trull,  what  had  he  lived  he  intended  to 
have  performed  himlelf,  to  relate  hi& 
family  from  this  unmerited  opprobrium. 

Do  you  alk  me,  why  have  I  fo  iony 
neglefied  this  duty  ?  I  anfwer,  becaufe 
for  a  long  time  palt  every  feeling  of  mv 
mind  lias  been  too  much  engroffed  by  the 
folicitude,  though  an  unavailing  fblici- 
tude,of  preferring  the  valuable  life  of  one 
of  that  family,  to  attend  to  any  objects 
which  could  bear  a  polfponement.  The 
(hock  is  now  pad.  I  begin  to  recal  mv 
fcattered  thoughts  to  other  lubjects  ;  and 
finding  the  llory  of  Logan  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  your  readings,  it  inftantly 
brought  me  to  the  recolleftion  of  a  duty, 
which  I  have  halfened  thus  far  to  fulfil. 

And  now,  Sir,  to  conclude  ;  I  arro¬ 
gate  tb  myfelf  no  authority  of  prohibiting 
the  (lory  and  lpeech  of  Logan  from  being 
continued  in  your  Readings  and  Re¬ 
citations  ;  this  I  lubmit  to  your  fenti- 
ments  of  propriety  and  juftice  ;  but  from 
thole  fentiments  I  certainly  have  a  right 
to  expebl,  that  on  its  conclufion  you  will 
inform  your  hearers  it  is  at  bell  but  the 
ingenious  fi&ion  of  fome  philolophic 
brain  ;  and  when  hereafter  you  oblige  an 
audience  with  that  (lory  and  lpeech',  that 
with  the  poifon  you  will  difpenfe  the 
antidote,  and  by  reading  to  them  this 
letter,  alio  oblige  your  very  humble 
fervant 

Luther  Martin. 

To  Mr.  James  'Fennell. 


DEEE  in  the  bofom  of  a  lofty  wood, 
Near  Coofohatchie’s  flow  rpvnlvi 


flow  revolving 


Near  Coofohatchic’s 
flocd, 

Where  the  lone  owl,  with  melancholy  found, 

Reveals  his  woes,  that  1'rom  the  groves  re¬ 
bound  ; 

Where  the  grim  wolf,  at  filent  clofe  of  day. 

With  hunger  bold,  comes  near  the  houfe  for 
prey  j 

Where  the  fofc  fawn,  and  not  lefs  tim’rous 
hind, 

Befet  by  dogs,  outftiip  in  fpced  the  wind  ■ 

Where  the  loft  traveler  croffes  in  his  way’ 

The  ferpent,  glift’ning  in  the  fummer’s  ray, 

r.  .b».  Mf  0„  ,ht  road 

t  9 
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Or,  at  the  covert  of  fome  lhady  brake, 

With  terror  hears  his  fata!  rattles  (hake  ; 
Where  the  blithe  mocking-bird  repeats  the  lay 
Of  all  the  tribe  that  warble  from  the  fpray  ; 
Where  not  a  hill  diverfifies  the  land, 

Which  to  the  eye  prefems  a  walte  of  fand  ; 
Along  the  road,  near  yonder  fields  of  corn, 
Where  the  fo  t  dove  reforts  at  early  morn, 

1  here,  on  the  borders  of  a  grafs-grown  pool, 
Remote  from  noife,  I  kept  my  little  fchool : 
There  would  my  breaft  with  love  of  nature 
glow, 

And  oft  my  thoughts  in  tuneful  numbers  flow; 


While  frlepdly  George,  by  eVVy  Mufe  be- 
lov'd, 

Smil’d  his  affent,  and  all  my  lays  approv’d. 

EPITAPH  FOR  ELEANOR. 

XJ EAR  Ganges’  llteam  my  right  to 
birth  I  claim, 

At  Dacca’s  walls,  and  Eleanor  my 
name  ; 

Early  devoted  to  the  tuneful  throng, 

All  praife  1  fcorn’d  but  that  I  got  from 
fong  ! 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT  AVI  VES.  ^Such  defiance  was  given  to  the  civil  au¬ 
thority  as  rendered  hopelefs  all  further 


PHILADELPHIA,  DEC.  3,  1799. 

THE  Prcfident  of  the  United  States 
came  down  to  the  Reprefenrativ es’ 
Chamber,  where,  both  Houles  being 
aficmbled,  his  Excellency  delivered  the 
following  Speech  :  — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprtfemutives , 
It  is  with  peculiar  fatistadtion  that  l 
meet  the  fixth  Cmigrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Coming  fn>m  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  at  this  critical  and 
interfiling  period,  the  members  mud 
be  fully  pofieffed  of  the  lentiments  and 
wilhes  of  our  conftituents. 

The  flattering  profpedts  of  abundance, 
from  the  labours  of  the  people,  by  land 
and  by  fea  ;  the  prol'perity  of  our  ex¬ 
tended  commerce,  nutwithftanding  in¬ 
terrupt!!  ns  occafioned  by  the  belligerent 
itate  of  a  great  part  of  the  world  ;  the 
return  of  health,  induftry,  and  trade, 
to  thole  cities,  which  have  lately  been 
alBidled  with  difeafe  ;  and  the  various 
and  ineftimable  advantages,  civil  ar.d 
religious,  which,  fecurcd  under  our  hap¬ 
py  frame  of  government,  are  continued 
to  us  unimpaired;  demand  of  the  whole 
American  people  fincere  thanks  to  a  be¬ 
nevolent  Deity  for  the  merciful  difpen* 
f«.ti'  ns  of  his  providence. 

But,  while  thefe  numerous  bleffings 
are  recolleftcd,  it  is  a  painful  duty  to 
advert  to  the  ungrateful  return  which 
has  been  made  hr  them,  by  fome  of  the 
people,  in  cei tain  counties  of  Pennfyl- 
v-nia,  where,  (educed  by  the  arts  and 
mifreprclentations  of  defigning  men, 
tfey  nave  op-nly  refitted  the  law,  di¬ 
recting  the  valuation  of  houfesand  lands. 


attempts,  by  judicial  procels,  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  law  •  and  it  became 
neceflary  to  diredt  a  military  force  to  be 
employed,  confiding  of  lome  companies 
of  regular  troops,  volunteers,  and  mi¬ 
litia,  by  whofe  zeal  and  adlivity,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  judicial  power,  order 
and  lubir.iifion  were  reftored,  and  many 
of  the  offenders  arretted.  Of  thefe,  fome 
have  been  convi&ed  of  mifdemeanors, 
and  ethers,  charged  with  various  crimes, 
remain  to  be  tried. 

To  give  due  tffeft  to  the  civil  admi- 
niftration  of  government,  and  to  enfure 
a  juft  execution  of  trie  laws,  a  revifion 
and  amendment  of  the  judiciary  fyftem 
is  indifpenfably  neceflary.  In  this  ex- 
tenfive  country  it  cannot  but  happen, 
that  numerous  queftions  rc-fptdlinv  the 
interpretation  of  the  laws,  and  the  rights 
and  duties  of  officers  and  citizens,  mult 
arife.  On  the  one  hand,  the  laws  fluuld 
be  executed;  on  the  other,  individuals 
fliouid  be  guarded  from  oppreffion  : 
neither  of  thde  objects  is  fufficientiy 
allured,  under  the  prefent  organization 
of  the  judicial  department,  I  therefore 
earneftly  recommend  rhefubjedt  to  your 
lerious  confiderat ion . 

Perfevering  in  the  pacific  and  humane 
policy,  which  had  been  invariably  pro- 
feffed  and  finccrely  purfued  by  the 
Execuiive  Authority  of  the  United 
States;  when  indications  were  made,  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Republic,  of  a 
difpi  fition  to  accommodaie  the  exifting 
differences  between  the  two  countries,  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  prepare  for 
meeting  their  advances,  by  a  nomination 
of  Minifters,  upon  certain  conditions, 

which 


\ 


which  the  honour  of  our  country  dic¬ 
tated,  and  which  its  moderation  had 
given  it  a  right  to  prelcribe.  The  affu- 
rances  which  were  required  of  the 
French  Government,  previous  to  the 
departure  of  our  Envoys,  have  been 
given,  through  their  Minifter  of  Foreign 
Relations,  and  I  have  direfted  them  to 
proceed  on  their  million  to  Paris.  They 
have  full  power  to  conclude  a  treaty, 
fubjeCt  to  the  conftitutional  advice  and 
confent  of  the  Senate.  The  chara&ers 
of  thefe  Gentlemen  are  fure  pledges  to 
their  country,  that  nothing  incompatible 
with  its  honour  or  intereft,  nothing 
inconfiftent  with  our  obligations  of  good 
faith,  or  friendlhip  to  any  other  nation, 
will  be  ftipulated. 

It  appearing  probable,  from  the  in¬ 
formation  I  received,  that  our  commer¬ 
cial  intercourfe  with  fome  ports  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Domingo  might  fafely  be 
renewed,  I  took  iuch  fteps  as  feemed  to 
me  expedient  to  afcertain  that  point. 
The  refult  being  fatisfa&ory,  I  then,  in 
conformity  with  the  ACt  of  Congrtfs 
on  the  fubjeCt,  directed  the  reftraints 
and  prohibitions  of  that  intercourfe  to 
be  difcontinued  on  terms  which  were 
made  known  by  proclamation.  Since 
the  renewal  of  this  intercourfe,  our  ci¬ 
tizens  trading  to  thole  ports,  with  their 
property,  have  been  duly  rtfpeded,  and 
privateering  from  thofe  ports  have 
ceafed. 

In  examining  the  claims  of  Britilh 
fubje&s  by  the  Commiffioners  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  under  the  fixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navi? 
gation  with  Great  Britain,  a  difference 
of  opinion  on  points  deemed  effential  in 
the  interpretation  of  that  article  has 
arifen  between  the  Commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  United  States  and  the 
otherMcmbers  of  that  Board,  from  which 
the  former  have  thought  it  their  duty 
to  withdraw.  It  is  fiocerely  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  the  execution  of  an  article 
produced  by  a  mutual  fpirit  of  amity 
and  juftice  lhould  have  been  thus  una¬ 
voidably  interrupted. — It  is,  however, 
confidently  expected  that  the  fame  fpirit 
•f  amity  and  the  fame  ienfe  of  juftice 
in  which  it  originated,  will  lead  to 
fatisfattory  explanations.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  obftacles  to  the  progrefs 
of  the  commiffion  in  Philadelphia,  his 
Britannic  Majefty  has  dire&ed  the  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  him  under  the 
feventh  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to 
Britilh  captures  of  American  veffels,  to 
withdraw  from  the  board  fitting  in  Lon¬ 


don,  but  with  the  exprefs  declaration  of 
his  determination  to  fulfil  with  pun&u- 
ality  and  good  faith  the  engagement 
which  his  Majefty  has  contracted  bv 
his  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  will  be  inftru&ed  to  refume 
their  functions  whenever  the  obftacles 
which  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  Com¬ 
miffion  at  Philadelphia  lhall  be  removed* 
It  being  in  like  manner  my  fincre  de¬ 
termination,  fo  far  as  the  fame  depends 
on  me,  that,  with  equal  punctuality 
and  good  faith,  the  engagements  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  United  States  in  their 
treaties  with  his  Britannic  Majefty  ffiall 
be  fulfilled,  I  ffiall  immediately  inftruCt 
our  Minifter  at  .London  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  explanations  neceffary  to  a 
juft  performance  of  thofe  engagements 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  With 
fuch  difpofnions  on  both  fides,  I  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt  that  all  difficulties  will 
foon  be  removed,  and  that  the  two 
Boards  will  then  proceed,  and  bring  the 
bufinefs  committed  to  them,  refpeCtive- 
ly,  to  a  fatisfaCtory  conclufion. 

The  ACt  of  Congrefs  relative  to  the 
Seat  of  Government,  of  the  United 
States,  requiring,  that  on  the  fir  A  Mon¬ 
day  of  December  next,  it  ffiould  be  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Philadelphia  to  the  DillriCt 
chofen  for  its  permanent  feat,  it  is  pro¬ 
per  for  me  to  inform  you,  that  the  Com¬ 
miffioners  appointed  to  provide  fuitable 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  and  the  Prefident,  and  for  the 
public  offices  of  the  Government,  have 
made  a  Report  of  the  ftate  of  the  build¬ 
ings  defigned  for  thefe  purpoles  in  the 
city  of  Wafhington,  from  which  they 
conclude,  that  the  removal  of  the  Seat 
of  Government  to  that  place  at  the  time 
required  will  be  practicable,  and  the  ac¬ 
commodations  fatisfaClory.  Their  Re¬ 
port  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentalrves, 

I  ffiall  direCt  the  Eftimates  of  the 
Appropriations  neceffary  for  the  fervice 
of  the  enfuing  year,  tugether  with  an 
Account  of  the  Revenue  and  Expendi¬ 
ture,  to  be  laid  before  you.  During  a 
period  in  which  a  great  portion  of  the 
civilized  world  has  been  involved  in  a 
Warunufually  calamitous  and  deftruc- 
tive,  it  was  not  to  be  expeCted  that  the 
United  Scates  could  be  exempted  from 
extraordinary  burthens.  Although  the. 
period  is  not  arrived,  when  the  meafurea 
adopted  to  lecure  our  country  againft 
foreign  attack  can  be  renounced,  yet  it 
is  alike  neceffary  to  the  honour  of  the 

Go- 
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Government,  and  the  fatisfaCtion  of  the  'i  the  nomination  of  a  commiffon'  for  the 
Community.  roar  an  o„o,vl  - - m - r.  c  ■  ■  .  c 


exact  economy 


Community,  that  an 
fhould  be  maintained. 

I  invite  you,  Gentlemen,  to  invefti- 
gate  tbe.diiTerent  branches  of  the  Public 
Expenditure.  The  examination  will 
lead  to  beneficial  retrenchments,  or  pro¬ 
duce  a  conviction  of  the  wifdom  of  the 
raeafure  to  which  the  Expenditure  re¬ 
lates. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives , 

At  a  period  like  the  prelent,  when 
momentous  changes  are  occurring,  and 
every  hour  is  preparing  new  and  great 
events  in  the  political  world — whtn  a 
Ipirit  of  War  is  prevalent  in  almoft 
every  nation  with  whofg  affairs  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  United  Slates  have  any 
cot  ncCtionrunfafe  and  precarious  would 
be  our  fituation  were  we  to  negleCt  the 
means  of  maintaining  our  juft  rights, 
-t  he  refult  of  the  million  to  France  is 
uncertain  ;  but,  however  it  may  ter¬ 
minate,  a  fteady  perleverance  in  a  fyf. 
tem  of  national  defence,  commenl urate 
with  our  refourccs,  and  the  fituation  of 
our  country,  is  an  obvious  dictate  c,f 
wild  no  For  remotely  as  we  are  placed 
from  tiie  t-eliigerent  nations,  and  ck- 
Urous  as  we  are,  by  doing  juftice  to  all, 
I--  avoid  offence  to  any, “nothing  fhorc 
oi  the  power  of  repelling  aggreffions 
will  fecure  to  our  country  a  rational 
prolpect  of  Heaping  ihe  calamities  of 
war,  or  national  degradation. 

As  to  myfelf,  it  is  my  anxious  de-fire 
fo  to  execute  the  truft  replied  in  me, 
as  to  render  the  people  of  the  United 
States  prof'perous  and  happy.  I  rely 
with  entire  confidence  on  your  co-ope- 
xation  in  objects  equally  your  care,  and 
that  our  mutual  labours  will  ferve  to 
incresfe  and  confirm  union  among  our 
fellow-citizens,  and  an  unlhaken  attach¬ 
ment  to  our  Government. 

,  .  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Untied  States,  Dec.  3.  1799. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE. 

-P biladelpbda,  March  6,  1799, 

Sir. 

I  enclofe  a  commifiion  conftituting 
you,  in  conjunction  with  Chief  Juftice 
EUfworth  and  Patrick  Henry,  E*fq.  of 
Virginia,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Minifters  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French 
Republic.  By  the  Preftdent’s  direction, 
i  enclofe,  for  your  information,  copies  of 
his  mefiages  to  the  Senate  of  the  18th 
and  z5th  of  March,  by  the  latter  of 
which  you  will  fee  the  motives  inducing 


pnrpofe  of  negotiating  with  France,  m- 
liead  of  refting  the  bufinefs  wholly  with 
>mi.  This  will  doubtlefs  be  agreeab.e 
by  relieving  you  from  the  weight  of  a 
foie  refponfibility  in  an  affair  V  fuch 
magnitude. 

It  is  the  Prefident’s  defire  that  you 
by  letter  to  the  French  Minifter’  of 
Foreign  Relations,  inform  him,  “  That 
Oliver  Ellfworth,  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
United  States,  Patrick  Henry,  late  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Virginia,  and  yourfelf  are  ap. 
pointed  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Mi¬ 
nifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  Republic,  with 
full  powers  to  difeufs  and  fettle  by  a 
treaty,  all  controversies  between  the 
United  States  and  France  But  “  that 
toe  two  former  will  not  embark  for 
Europe,  until  they  fhall  have  received 
from  the  Executive  Directory,  diredl 
and  unequivocal  affurances,  fignified  by 
their  Secretary  of  Foreign  Relations, 
that  the  Envoys  fhall  be  received  in 
charafter  to  an  audience  of  the  DireCb  ry, 
and  that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  prero¬ 
gatives  attached  to  that  character  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  that  a  Minifter 
or  Minifters  of  equal  powers  fhall  be 
appointed  and  comm  lfioned  to  treat  with 
them.” 

-  he  anfwer  you  (hall  receive  to  your 
let.er  you  will  be  pleafed  to  tranfmic  to 
this  office. 

V  ou  will  alfo  be  pleafed  to  under¬ 
hand  it  to  be  the  Prefident’s  opinion, 
that  no  more  indirect  and  inofficial  com¬ 
munications,  vvritcen  or  verbal,  fhould 
be  held  with  any  perfons  whatever, 
agents  on  behalf  of  France,  on  the  fub- 
jeCts  of  difference  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  Republic.  If  the 
French  Government  really  defire  a  f'ettle- 
rnent  of  the  exitting  differences,  it  mult 
take  the  courle  above  pointed  out  :  un- 
jels  the  Executive  Directory  fhould  pre¬ 
fer  fending  a  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  United  S-ates. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Very  refpedtfully,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
William  Vans  Murray,  Efi.  Minifter 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  Hague* 
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SPEECH  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  TO 
BOTH  HOUSES  OF  CONGRESS. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemef £ 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

WHILE  with  reverence  and  re¬ 
signation  we  contemplate  the 
Dilpen  fat  ions  of  Divine  Providence, 
in  the  alarming  and  deftrudtive  Pefti- 
lence  with  which  feveral  of  our  cities 
and  towns  have  been  vifited,  there  is 
caufe  for  gratitude  and  mutual  congra¬ 
tulations  that  the  malady  has  difap. 
peared,  and  that  we  are  again  permitted 
to  aflemble  in  fafety  at  the  feat  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  for  the  difcharge  of  our  im¬ 
portant  duties.  But  when  vve  refleft 
that  this  fatal  diforder  has,  within  a 
few  years,  made  repeated  ravages  in 
ibme  of  our  principal  lea-port  towns, 
and  with  increafed  malignancy,  and 
when  we  confider  the  magnitude  of  the 
evils  arifing  from  the  interruption  of 
public  and  private  bulinefs,  whereby 
the  national  interefis  are  deeply  affedted, 
i  think  it  mv  duty  to  invite  the  Le- 
giilature  of  the  Union  to  examine  the 
expediency  of  eftablilhing  fuitable  regu¬ 
lations  in  aid  of  the  health  laws  of  the 
refpediive  States ;  for  thefe  being  formed 
on  the  idea  that  contagious  ficknefs  may 
be  communicated  through  the  channels 
of  commerce,  there  feems  to  be  a  ne- 
ceffity  that  Congrefs,  who  alone  can 
regulate  trade,  fhould  frame  a  fyftem 
which,  while  it  maytend  to  preferve  the 
general  health,  may  be  compatible  with 

flip  I  f  >  t-  C  »-  {\  -  n  f  _  _ _ _  I  .  1  /*  /* 


tile  i  n  t  e  re  ft  s  of  commerce,  an4  the  fafety  tilis  country.  and  that  it  has,  in  a  qua- 
of  the  revenue.  lifted  manner,  declared  itfelf  willing  to 


While  vve  think  on  this  calamity, 
and  fympathize  with  the  immediate 
fufferers,  we  have  abundant  reafon  to 
prefent  to  the  Supreme  Bejng  our 
annual  oblations  of  gratitude  for  a  liberal 
particiption  in  the  ordinary  bleifings  of 
his  Providence.  To  the  ufual  fubjedls 
of  gratitude,  I  cannot  omit  to  add  one 
of  the  firft  importance  to  our  well  being 
and  fafety  :  I  mean  that  fpirit  which 
has  arifen  in  our  Country  againft  the 
menaces  and  aggreffion  of  a  Foreign 
Nation.  A  manly  fenfe  of  national  ho? 
nour,  dignity,  and  independence  has 
appeared,  which,  if  encouraged  and  in¬ 
vigorated  by  every  branch  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  will  enable  us  to  view,  un- 
difmay  ed,  the  enterprizes  of  any  Foreign 
Power,  and  become  the  fare  foundatiou 
of  national  profperity  and  glory, 

The  courle  of  the  trap.faftions  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  United  States  and  France, 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
during  your  recefs,  will  be  made  the 
lubjeft  of  a  future  communication. 
That  communication  will  confirm  the 
ultimate  failure  of  the  meafures  which 
have  been  taken  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  towards  an  amicable 
adjuftment  of  differences  with  that 
Power.  You  will  at  the  fame  tirue 
perceive  that  the  French  Government 
appears  folicitous  to  imprefs  the  opi¬ 
nion  that  it  is  averfe  to  a  rupture  with 
this  country,  and  that  it  has,  in  a  qua- 
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receive  a  Minifter  from  the  United 
States  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  a 
good  underftanding.  It  is  unfortunate 
for  profeffions  of  this  kind,  that  they 
fliould  be  exprefled  in  terms  which  may 
Countenance  the  inadmiffible  pretenfion 
of  a  right  to  prefcribe  the  qualifications 
which  a  Minifter  from  the  United  States 
fiiould  poffefs,  and  that  while  France 
is  aflerting  the  exiftence  of  a  difpofition 
.  on  her  part  to  conciliate  with  lincerity 
the  differences  which  have  arifen,  the 
Sincerity  of  alike  difpofition  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  fo  many 
demonftrative  proofs  have  been  given, 
fhould  even  be  indfreftly  queftioned. 
It  is  alfo  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  decree  of  the  Directory  alledged  to 
be  intended  to  reltrain  the  depredations 
of  French  cruizers  on  our  commerce, 
has  not  given  and  cannot  give  any  re¬ 
lief  ;  it  enjoins  them  to  conform  to  all 
the  laws  of  France  relative  to  carrying 
and  prizes,  while  thefe  laws  are  them- 
felves  the  fources  of  the  depredations  of 
which  we  have  fo  long,  fojuftly,  and  fo 
fruitlefsly  complained. 

The  La\v  of  France  enabled  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  lalt,  which  fubjedis  to  capture 
and  condemnation  neutal  veffels  and 
their  cargoes,  if  any  portion  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  are  ot  Britifh  fabric  or  produce,  al* 
though  the  entire  property  belong  to 
neutrals,  inftead  of  being  rel’cinded,  has 
lately  received  a  confirmation,  by  the 
failure  of  a  propofition  for  its  repeal. 
While  this  law,  which  is  an  unequi¬ 
vocal  aft  of  war  on  the  commerce  of 
the  nations  it  attacks,  continues  in  force, 
thofe  nations  can  fee  in  the  French 
Government  only  a  power  regardlels  of 
their  effential  rights,  of  their  independ¬ 
ence  and  fovereignty  ;  apd  if  they  pof- 
iels  the  mean,  they  can  reconcile  no, 
thing  withtheir  intereft  and  honour  blit 
a  firm  refiftance. 

Hitherto,  therefore,  nothing  is  dif- 
coverable  in  the  conduft  of  France 
which  ought  to  change  or  relax  our 
meafures  of  defence;  on  the  contrary  to 
extend  and  invigorate  them  is  our  true 
policy.  We  have  no  reafon  to  regret 
that  thefe  meafures  have  been  thus  far 
adopted  and  purfued,  and  in  proportion 
as  we  enlarge  our  view  of  the  por¬ 
tentous  and  incalculable  fituation  of 
Europe,  we  fhall  difcover  new  and  co¬ 
gent  motives  for  the  full  developement 
of  our  energies  and  refources. 

But  in  demonftrating  by  our  conduft 
that  we  do  not  fear  war,  in  the  ne- 


'  ceffary  proteftion  of  our  rights  and 
honour,  we  fhall  give  no  room  to  infer 
that  we  abandon  the  defire  of  peace". 
An  efficient  preparation  for  war  can 
alone  enfure  peace.  It  is  peace  thar 
we  have  uniformly  and  perfeveringlv 
cultivated,  and  harmony  between  us 
and  France  may  be  reftored  at  her  op. 
tion.  But  to  fend  another  Minifter' 
without  m  re  determinate  affurances 
that  he  would  be  received,  would  be  an 
aft  of  "humiliation  to  which  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  fubmit;  it  mult 
therefore  be  left  with  France,  if  fne  is 
indeed  defirous  of  accommodation,  to 
take  the  requifite  fteps.  The  United 
State..  will  fteadily  obferve  the  maxims 
by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  go¬ 
verned.  They  will  refpeft  the  facred 
rights  of  embaffy,  and  with  a  fincere 
difpofition  on  the  part  of  France  to  defifl 
from  hoftilitv,  to  make  reparation  for 
the  injuries  heretofore  committed  on  our 
commerce,  and  to  do  juftice  in  future, 
there  will  be  no  obftacle  to  the  reftora- 
tion  of  a  friendly  intercourfe.  In 
making  to  you  this  declaration,  we  eive 
a  pledge  to  France  and  the  World  Thar 
the  executive  authority  of  this  country 
will  attend  to  the  humane  and  pacific 
policy  which  has  invariably  governed 
its  proceedings  in  conformity  with  the 
wifhes  of  the  different  branches  of  the 
government  and  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  But  confidering the  late 
manifeftations  of  her  policy  towards  fo¬ 
reign  nations,  I  deem  it  a  duty  delibe¬ 
rately  and  folemnly  to  declare  my  opi¬ 
nion,  that  whether  vve  negoc’ate  with 
her  or  not,  vigorous  preparations  for 
war  will  be  alike  indifpenfable,  Thefe 
alone  will  give  to  us  an  equal  treaty, 
and  infure  its  obfervance. 

Among  the  meafures  of  preparation 
which  appear  expedient,  I  take  the  li¬ 
berty  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  Na¬ 
val  Eftabhfhment.  The  beneficial  ef- 
fefts  of  the  fmall  naval  armament  pro¬ 
vided  under  the  Afts  of  the  laft  Seffion 
are  known  and  acknowledged.  Per. 
haps  no  country  ever  expt.  rienced  more 
fudden  and  remarkable  advantages  from 
any  meafure  of  policy,  than  we  have 
derived  from  the  arming  for  our  mari¬ 
time  proteftion  and  defence.  We  ought, 
vvithout  lofs  of  time,  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  an  increafe  of  our  Navy,  to  a 
fize  fufficient  to  guard  our  coaft  and 
proteft  our  trade.  Such  a  naval  force, 
as  it  is  doubtlefs  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States  to  create  and  maintain, 

would 
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would  alfo  afford  to  them  the  beft 
means  of  general  defence,  by  facilitat¬ 
ing  the  fafe  tranfportation  of  troops 
and  ftorcs  to  every  pare  of  ourextenhve 
coaft . 

To  accomplifh  this  important  object, 
a  prudent  forefight  requires  that  fyfte- 
matical  meafures  be  adapted  for  pro¬ 
curing,  at  all  times,  the  requifite  timber 
and  other  fupplies.  In  what  manner 
this  (hall  be  done,  I  leave  to  your  con- 
fideration. 

I  will  now  advert,  Gentlemen,  to 
fome  matters  of  lefs  moment,  but  pro¬ 
per  to  be  communicated  to  the  National 
JLegillature. 

After  the  Spanilh  garrifons  had  eva¬ 
cuated  the  polls  they  occupied  at  the 
Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  the  Com- 
mdlioner  of  the  United  States  com¬ 
menced  his  obfervations  to  afeertain  the 
point  near  the  Miflillippi,  which  ter¬ 
minated  the  northernmoft  point  of  the 
thirty-firll  degree  of  north  latitude. 
From  thence  he  proceeded  to  run  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  He  was  afterwards  joined 
bv  the  Spanilh  Commilfioner,  where 
the  work  of  the  former  was  confined  : 
and  they  proceeded  together  to  the  de¬ 
marcation  of  the  line.  Recent  informa¬ 
tion  renders  it  probable  that  the  South¬ 
ern  Indians,  either  inlhgated  to  oppofe 
the  demarkation,  or  jealous  of  the  con- 
lcquences  of  fuffering  White  People  to 
rim  a  line  over  lands  to  which  the 
Indian  title  had  not  been  extinguilhed, 
have,  ’ere  this  time,  Hopped  the  progrefs 
of  the  Commilfioners.  And,  confidermg 
the  mifehiefs  which  may  relult  from 
continuing  the  demarcation,  in  oppo- 
fi t ion  to  the  will  of  the  Indian  Tribes, 
the  great  expence  attending  it,  and  that 
the  boundaries  which  the  Commilfioners 
have  aftudlly  eftablilhed,  probably  ex¬ 
tend  at  leaf!  as  far  as  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguilhed,  it  will  perhaps 
become  expedient  and  neceffary  to  ful- 
pend  further  proceedings,  by  recalling 
bur  Commilfiuner. 

Tiie  Commilfioners  appointed  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  Fitch  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Na¬ 
vigation  between  the  United  States  and 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  to  determine  what 
river  was  truly  intended  under  the  name 
of  the  river  St.  Croix,  mentioned  ^in 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  forming  a  part 
of  the  boundary  therein  deferibed,  have 
tan  ally  decided  that  queftion.  On  the 


25th  of  Oftober,  they  made  their  de¬ 
claration,  that  a  river  called  Schoodiae, 
which  falls  into  PalTamaquoddy  Bay,  at 
its  north-weftern  quarter,  was  the  true 
St.  Croix,  intended  in  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  as  far  as  its  great  fork,  where 
one  of  its  ftreams  comes  from  the  weft- 
ward,  and  the  other  from  the  north¬ 
ward  ;  and  that  the  latter  ftream  is  the 
continuation  of  the  St.  Croix  to  its 
fource.  This  decifion,  it  is  underftood, 
will  preclude  all  conten  ion  among  indi¬ 
vidual  claimants,  as  it  feems  that  the 
Schoodiae,  and  its  northern  branch, 
bounds  the  grants  of  lands  which  have 
been  made  by  the  refpedtive  adjoining 
Governments.  A  fubordinate  queftion, 
however,  it  has  been  fuggefted,  flill 
remains  to  be  determined  Between 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix,  as  now 
fettled,  and  what  is  ufually  called  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  lie  a  number  of  valuable 
iflands.  The  Commilfioners  have  not 
continued  the  boundary  lines  through 
any  channel  of  thefe  iftands  ;  and  un- 
lel's  the  Bav  of  PalTamaquoddy  be  a 
part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  this  further 
adjuliinent  of  boundary  will  be  necef- 
fary.  But  it  is  apprehended  that  this 
will  not  be  a  matter  of  any  difficulty. 

Such  progrefs  lias  been  made  in  th$ 
examination  and  decifion  of  cafes  of 
captures  and  condemnations  of  Ameri¬ 
can  veffels,  which  were  the  fubjett  of 
the  feventh  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain— that  it  is  fuppofed  the  Com¬ 
milfioners  will  be  able  to  bring  their 
bufinefs  to  a  conclufion  in  Auguft  of  the 
enfuing  year. 

The  Commilfioners  afting  under  the 
twenty-fifth  Article  of  the  Treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Spain,  have 
adjufted  moft  of  the  claims  of  our  Citi¬ 
zens,  for  Ioffes  fuftained  in  confequence 
of  their  veffels  and  cargoes  having  been 
taken  by  the  fubje&s  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  during  the  late  War  between 
France  and  Spain. 

Various  circumftances  have  concurred 
to  delay  the  execution  of  the  law  for 
augmenting  the  Military  Eftabhlhment. 
Among  thefe  is  the  defire  of  obtaining 
the  ful left  information  to  direft  the  bell 
feleftion  of  Officers.  As  this  object 
will  now  be  fpeedily  accompli lhcd,  if 
is  expefted  that  the  raifing  and  orga- 
nizing  of  the  troops  will  proceed  with® 

out  obftacle  and  with  efteft. 

j  Gentlemen, 


\ 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives, 

I  have  diredted  an  euimate  of  the 
appropriations  which  will  be  neceffary 
for  Che  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  to 
be  laid  before  you,  accompanied  with  a 
view  of  the  public  receipts  and  expen¬ 
ditures  to  a  recent  period.  It  will  afford 
you  fatisfadtion  to  infer  the  great  extent 
and  folidity  of  the  public  refources, 
from  the  profperous  ftate  of  the  finances, 
lfotwithftanding  the  unexampled  ern- 
barraffments  which  have  attende^  com¬ 
merce.  When  you  refledt  on  tht  con- 
fpicuous  examples  of  parriotifm  and 
liberality  which  have  been  exhibited  by 
our  mercantile  fellow-citizens,  and  how 
great  a  proportion  of  the  public  re- 
fources  depends  on  their  enterprize, 
you  will  naturally  confider  whether 
their  convenience  cannot  be  promoted 
and  reconciled  with  the  fecurity  of  the 
revenue,  by  a  revifion  of  the  fyftem  by 
which  the  collection  is  at  prefent  re¬ 
gulated. 

During  your  recefs,  meafures  have 
been  (teadily  purfued  for  effedting  the 
valuations  and  returns  diredted  by  the 
Adt  of  the  laft  Seffion,  preliminary  to 
the  atffeffment  and  colledtion  of  a  diredt 
tax.  No  other  delays  or  obftacles  have 

been  experienced,  except  fuch  as  were 
expedted  to  arife  from  the  great  extent 
of  our  country,  and  the  magnitude  and 
novelty  of  the  operation,  and  enough 
has  been  accompiifhed  to  allure  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  views  of  the  Legiffature. 

Vs  Gentlemen  of  tbe  Senate ,  and  Gen-( 

$1  tlemen  of  tbeHoufe  of  Reprefenta¬ 
tives, 

I  cannot  clofe  this  Addrefs,  without 
once  more  adverting  to  our  political 
fituation,  and  inculcating  the  effentiai 
importance  of  uniting  in  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  our  deareft  interefts  ;  and  I 
truft,  that  by  the  temper  and  wifdom. 
of  your  proceedings,  and  by  a  harmony 
of  meafures,  we  fliall  fecure  to  our 
country  that  weight  and  refpedf  to  which, 
it  is  fo  juftly  entitled. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

■  The  Prefident  then  prefented  a  Copy 
to  the  Prefident  of  the  Senate,  and 
another  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives. 

In  the  Senate. — Meffrs.  Read,  Rofs, 
and  Stockton,  were  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.— 
The  Speech  was  referred  to  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
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Travels  through  the  States  of  North  America,  and  the  Provinces  of  Upper  and 
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r  I  ''HE  ftate  of  North  America  has  been 
JL  frequently,  but  wc  believe  feldom 
accuiately,  described.  From  various 
caules,  there  has  been  much  partiality 
evinced  ;  ana,  while  one  fet  of  people 
have  been  reprefenting  it  as  the  promised 
land — a  fecond  Eden — another  fet  has 
been  employed  in  painting  it  with  every 
feature  of  deformity  ;  as  a  place  deftitute 
of  every  comfort,  and  obnoxious  to  every 
thing  that  can  give  difguft  to  the  mind, 
or  offence  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Weld  has  fteered  a  middle  courfe. 
He.  went  to  America  with  prepoffefTions 
in  its  favour,  which  perhaps  had  raifed 
his  expectations  too  high.  That  he  has 
been  diiappointed,  he  avows.  It  will  be 
right  to  enquire  into  the  caufe. 

“  At  a  period  (fays  he)  when  war  was 
fpreading  defolation  ever  the  faireft  parts 
of  Europe;  when  anarchy  feemed  to  be 
extending  its  frightful  progrefs  from 
nation  to  nation  ;  and  when  the  fforms 
that  were  gathering  over  his  native  coun¬ 
try  (Ireland)  in  particular,  rendered  it 
impofTible  to  fay  how  foon  any  one  of  its 
inhabitants  might  be  forced  to  feek  for 
refuge  in  a  foreign  land  ;  the  Author  of 
the  following  pages  was  induced  to  crofs 
the  Atlantic,  for  the  purpol’eof  examining 
with  his  own  eyes  into  the  truth  of  the 
various  accounts  which  had  been  given 
of  the  flourifhing  and  happy  condition  of 
the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  of 
afeertaining  whether,  in  cafe  of  future 
emergency,  any  part  of  thofe  territories 
might  be  looked  forward  teas  an  eligible 
and  agreeable  place  of  abode.  Arrived 
in  America,  he  travelled  pretty  generally 
thtough  the  States  of  Pennlylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  New 
Jerley,  and  New  York  $  lie  afterwards 


palfed  into  Canada,  delirous  of  obtaining 
equal  information  as  to  the  ftate  of  thole 
provinces,  and  ol  determining,  from  his 
own  immediate  obfervations,  how  far  the 
prefent  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Britifh  dominions  in  America  might 
be  inferior  or  otherwife  to  that  of  the 
people  of  the  States  who  now  indeed 
have  thrown  off  the  yoke,  but  were 
formerly  members  of  the  fame  extenlive 
empire.’*  ' 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  Travels,  Mr. 
W eld  deferibes.  the  various  places  through 
which  he  palled,  and  the  objects  which 
prefented  themfelves  to  him,  in  a  fpirited 
and  we  believe  an  accurate  manner  ;  his 
obfervations  on  the  chara&ers  of  the 
people  manifeft  attention  and  candour  ; 
lie  corrects  fome  affertions  of  former 
writers,  and  particularly  of  Mr.  Jefferfon 
and  Mr,  Cooper,  in  their  accounts  of 
America  ;  and  many  anecdotes  and  nar¬ 
ratives  are  interl'perfed,  which  are  both 
interefting  and  amufing.  The  refult  of 
his  inveftigation  of  the  country  and  its 
inhabitants  is  unfavourable,  and  he  con¬ 
cludes  his  account  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  : — “  My  thoughts  are  folely  bent 
upon  returning  to  my  native  land,  now 
dearer  to. me  than  ever;  and,  provided 
that  the  ice  which  threatens  at  prelent  to 
block  up  the  harbour  does  not  cut  eff 
our  communication  with  the  Atlantic,  I 
fhall  fpeedily  take  my  departure  from  this 
continent.,  well  pleafed  at  having  feen  as 
much  of  it  as  I  have  done:  but  I  fhall 
leave  it  without  a  figh,  and  without  en¬ 
tertaining  the  flighteft  wilt  to  revifit  it,” 
As  fpecimens  of  the  Work,  we  fhall 
prelent  our  readers  with  ,  the  Author’s 
defeription  of  General  Wafhington’s  leat 
at  Mount  Vernon  s 


“  Nine 
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“  Nine  miles  below  this  place  (/.  *?. 
Alexandria),  on  the  banks  of  the  Patow- 
mac,  (lands  Mount  Vernon,  the  (eat  of 
General  Wafhington  ;  the  way  to  it, 
however,  from  Alexandria,  by  land,  is 
confiderably  farther,  on  account  of  the 
numerous  creeks  which  fall  into  the 
Patowmac,  and  the  mouths  of  which  it 
is  impoflible  to  pafs  near  to. 

“  Very  thick  woods  remain  {landing 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  the  place  ; 
the  roads  through  them  are  very  bad, 
and  lb  many  of  them  crofs  one  another  in 
different  direftions,  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
Yery  great  difficulty  to  find  out  the  right 
one.  I  let  out  from  Alexandria  with  a 
gentleman  who  thought  himfelt  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  way  ;  had  he 
been  fo,  there  was  ample  time  to  have 
reached  Mount  Vernon  before  the  clofe 
of  the  day,  but  night  overtook  us  wan¬ 
dering  about  in  the  woods.  We  did  not 
perceive  the  veitige  of  a  human  being  to 
fet  us  right,  and  we  were  preparing  to 

Itatfs  the  night  in  the  carriage,  when 
uckily  a  light  appeared  at  lomedifiance 
through  the  trees  ;  it  was  from  a  (mall 
iarmhcule,  the  only  one  in  the  way  for 
leveral  miles  and  having  made  our  way 
to  it,  partly  in  the  carriage,  partly  on 
foot,  we  hired  a  negro  for  a  guide,  who 
conducted  us  to  the- place  of  our  defti- 
nation  In  about  an  hour.  The  next 
morning  I  hiard  of  a  gentleman,  who,  a 
day  or  two  preceding,  had  been  from  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the 
afternoon  on  horlehack,  unable  to  find 
out  the  place,  although  within  three  or 
four  miles  of  i-t  the  whole  time. 

“  The  Mount  is  a  high  part  of  the 
bank  of  the  river,  which  riles  very 
abruptly  -about  two  hundred  feet  above 
the  level- of  the  wafer.  The  river  before 
it  is  three  miles  wide,  and  on  the  oppofite 
ikie  it  forms  a  bay  about  the  fame 
breadth,  which  extends  tor  a  conliderable 
diffance  up  the  country.  This,  at  firlt 
fight,  appears  to  be  a  continuation  of  the 
river;  but  the  Patowmac  takes- a  very 
fadd-en  turn  to  the  left,  two  or  three 
rfiJeS  above  the  houte,  and  is  quickly 
loft:  to  the  view.  Downwards,  to  the 
right,  there  is  a -profpeft  of  it  for  twelve 
miles.  The7 ‘Mary land  fhore,- cm  the  op¬ 
pofite  fide,  is.  beautif  ully  di-verfified  With 
bills,  whieh  are  mdftly  Covered'  with 
wood  ;  -in  many  places,  however,  little 
patches  erf  cultivated  ground’ appear, 
ornamented  with  houfies.  The  lecnery 
altogether  i9  fnel£  delightful.  Thelioulc, 
Whtfh- Hands  about  fixty  yards  from  the 
edge  of  the  Mount,  is  of  wood,  cut  and 


painted  fo  as  to  refemble  hewn  ftone. 
The  real-  is  towards  the  river,  at  which 
fide  is  a  portico  of  ninety-fix  feet  in 
length,  fupported  by  eight  pillars.  The 
front  is  uniform,  and  at  a  di dance  looks 
tolerably  well.  The  dwelling  houfe  is 
in  the  centre,  and  communicates  with  the 
wings  on  either  fide,  by  means  of  covered 
ways,  running  in  a  Curved  dire  ft  ion. 
Behjnd  thele  wings,  on  the  one  fide,  are 
the  different  offices  belonging  to  the 
houfe,  and  alfo  to  the  farm ;  and  on  the 
other,  the  cabins  for  the  Slaves.  In 
front,  the  breadth  of  the  whole  building, 
is  a  lawn  with  a  gravel  walk  round  it, 
planted  with  trees,  and  lcparated  by 
hedges  on  either  fide  from  the  farm  yard 
and  garden.  As  for  the  garden,  it  wears 
exaftly  the  appearance  of  a  nurfery,  and 
with  every  thing  about  the  place  indi¬ 
cates  that  more  attention  is  paid  to  profit 
than  to  pleafure.  The  ground  in  the 
rear  of  the  houfe  is  alfo  laid  out  in  a  lawn, 
and  the  declivity  of  the  Mount,  towaids 
the  water,  in  a  deer  park. 

“  The  rooms  in  the  houfe  are  very  (mail, 
excepting  one,  which  has  been  built  fince 
the  dole  of  the  war  for  the  purpole  of 
entertainments.  All  of  thefe  are  very 
plainly  funiiflied,  and  in  many  of  them 
the  furniture  is  dropping  to  pieces.  In¬ 
deed,  the  clofe  attention  which  General 
Walhinjyon  has  ever  paid  to  public  af¬ 
fairs  having  obliged  him  to  refide  prin¬ 
cipally  at  Philadelphia,  Mount  Vernon 
has  confequently  differed  very  materially. 
The  houle  and  offices,  with  every  other 
part  of  the  place,  are  out  of  repair,  and 
the  old  part  of  th&vbuilding  is  in  Inch  a 
peri  {liable  (late,  that  I  have  been  told  he 
v/i (bes  he  had  palled  it  entirely  down  at 
firff,  and  built  a  hew  houle,  inftead  of 
making  any  addition  to  the  old  one. 
The  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
cultivated,  but  the  principal  farms  are  at 
the  diffance  of  two  or  three  miles. 

“  As  aimed  every  ft  ranger  going 
through  the  country  makes  R  point  of 
viliting  Mount  Vernon,  a  perfon  is  kept 
at  the  houfcd-uringGenefa!  Wafli'mgten  s 
abfence,  whole  Idle  bufinefs  it  is  to  at¬ 
tend  to  (hangers.  Immediately  on  our 
arrival  every  care  was  taken  of  our 
h dries,  beds  were  prepared,  and  ah  ex¬ 
cellent  fnppei'  provided  tor  us,  with 
claret  amJ'other  wine,-  &c.”' 

His  aeceunt  of  that  dtlfinguvfhed  cha- 
rafthr,  its  lfe^ppeare'd  at  tffE  time  of  the 
celebration  of  '•  lits1  bil  th-day,  will,  wet 
p  re  fume,  be  aftlept  able  to  our  readers  : 

“  Philadelphia  now  wears  a  very  dif- 
ferent  afpeit  to  whdtit  did  whtrti  I -landed 

there 


L 


rbR  SEPTEMBER  i799.  J?? 

Congre f a rui^t  h  e °StateV  AffemV  1  B°th  ?' M‘C  ^  F‘' Vate  am»<™ts-  are  going 

“•  —  -  ^ x^-Wur  ,ys 

alone 

>»  rr"L??„LTd”«™S'd  s  *?*-*■'*  .  »■>  *«*  ”»< 

With  in  hi*  H;«wJ  ,  ur  connaerably  oldet .  The  innumerable  vexations  he  has  met 
tulLn,"  JS  Zn  ^^:z^e  ""  fenfib)y  -P-d  the  vigour  of  his  conftfe  • 
in  his  looks  when  feen  in  nrfvat  ppe  #"ce*  rliere  l;>  a  very  material  difference,  however, 
Safe  the^andofartmakes^r  7  ^  h'aPPear*  in  public  full  dreil 5  in  the  latter 
«  fevv  Derfonc  finri  ft  fP.  r1K  rava?es  °f  time,  and  he  feems  many  years  younger. 

a  man  fo  renowned  in  the  pfefent  dl  ‘'-Tf  the  Prefence  of  General  Wafhington, 

6e  tranfmitted  with  fuch  honour  to  InZ  >*  WlW”m  a"d.  modsration,  and  whofe  name  will 
of  veneration  and  awe  •  nor  Ho  ri  c  P  y’  Wlt  0Ut  bejn5  Impreffed  with  a  certain  degree 

entry,  1  is  “erfon  nH  H  emot'orls  a  clofer  acquaintance  ,  on  the  cor 

h  ra,ther  tend  to  augment 

1  have  heard  fome  officers,  that  ferved  imm!!  /I  "S  'nanine‘ 4  he  1S  uncommonly  referved. 
war,  fay,  that  they  never  Taw  him  fm  l  ?  d:ate  f.  u"der  h,s  command  during  the  American 
man  has  ever  yet  Len  Lnnetd  with  ^ 7  t,me  that  they  Were  with  him‘  *o 
friendfliip :  and  but  a  few  can  hnofl-  ^  ^  °  reciProcai  ancl  unconftrained  ties  of 

with  him.  n  b0aft  eVEn  0f  haVinS  been  a«  eafy  and  familiar  footing 

***  I$  fuU-  *»d  'hit  limbi, 
relembles  the  makeofalatnumter  7  ^  ^  ‘8  fn“^  in  wbicb  refpeft  U 

colour  ,  and,  in  proportion  to  th^ength  of  LTe'^rnof^'l^"  *1°*  *  ^  ^ 
eminent  portrait  pamfer  told  m»  ,  i"f, ,  T  ,nofe  ,s  ,onS‘  Mr.  Stewart,  the 

what  he  ever  obfe^ed  h  n  7 f u  in  hk  face  to;a!!X  different  from 

fiance,  ^  largeTthaL  vb L  '  ^  hu™n  bein*  '  the  fjck«s  for  the  eyes,  for  Z 
broader.  All  his  features  he  hr  ^  a  W*b  before>  and  tb.e  upper  part  of  the  nofe 

zs'r*  ■?  => *  -  fcSZix  as 

*2m  **  ““  *• » •»  .  —  of ; 

have  always  made  him  appear  a  ^  h:s  judgment  and  great  fitf-eommand 

free  in  his  behaviour  ar  i ....  ,h  •  P  ‘  country.  He  ts  much  more  open  and 

when  folely  with  men.  “  priVate’  Md  ,n  the  comP®y  oi  l^ies  ftill  more  fo  than 

'Oto  «T"  "  «■■»■*»»«.  ox«p,  ,0 

» wi,h  ;h”  f  -  £rc  ske  ^ 

«he  Prefident  as  I  h™  Ir  V  h'S  Prodenc«  and  forefight ;  for  as  the  fejary  of 

fuppert  an  expenfive  if  vie  of  Tie  'CrVC  »  14  very  fmalI>  and  totally  inadequate  by  itfclf  to 

^  p;i,a" for- 

to  many  ili-r.anired  obferva'ionE  from  ri,  ,•  ‘  ’amc  ie>  *nd  might  be  expofed 

cu domed  to  it  t  S  l  ice  Z  Z  A of  what  the  people  had  been  «. 

o.oc.0,,  b.cU  i„“f  t  *a“-  b'  >h“! 

Mpi  able  reception  from  him.  P  *  ‘  >€rnon  evtr>  danger  meets  with  a 

“  Ge“raI  WaAing<on,‘  foil-moderation  is  wrll  known  to  tlie  world  already.  It  ;8  a 

V«X.,  XXXVI,  SfPT.  i7s9,  Aa  markable 
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the  General  on  this  day. As  early  as 
eleven  o  clock  in  the  morning  he  was 
prepared  to  receive  them,  and  the  au- 
rpf"cJ  lafted  til!  three  in  the  afternoon. 
1  he  lociety  of  the  Cincinnati,  the  clergy, 
the  officers  of  the  militia,  and  feveral 
others,  who  formed  a  diftinft  body  of 
^tiaens,  came  by  tbemfelves  feparately. 

.  foreign  minifters  attended  in  their 
nchclt  drefles  and  molt  l'plendid  e«ui 


VT - . r  ,  A  ^xxuilmuoji  Wflicfc  has 

been  raifed  for  them  by  his  tafour  and 
wiidom,  who  are  either  fo  infenfible  to 
his  merit,  or  fo  totally  devoid  of  every 
generous  fentiment,  that  they  can  refute 
to  join  in  commendations  of  thofe  talents 
to  which  they  are  fo  much  indebted  ;  in¬ 
deed  to  fuch  a  length  has  this  perverfe 
spirit  been  carried,  that  I  have  myfelf 
feen  numbers  of  men,  in  all  other  points 
men  of  relpeftability,  that  have  peremp¬ 
torily  refufed  even  fr»  n-ntr  Va,'r>-,  r^j.1 it 


windows  „„„  ...1.:.?  e?’  fpe  compliment  of  drinking  to  his  health 

after  Qinner:  it  isfrt»»  ^ i _ 


*  ”r -  gwxxuciiiciif  ine 

windows  of  one  of  whieh  towards  the 
itreet  were  crowded  with  fpeftators  on 
the  out  fide.  The  fideboard  was  furnifhed 
with  cake  and  wines,  whereof  the  vi- 
btors  pa!  took.  I  never  obferved  fo  much 
chearhilnefs  before  in  the  countenance  of 
„Tkr.al  Wafhington  ;  but  it  was  im- 
poibble  for  him  to  remain  infenfible  to 
e  attention  and  the  compliments  paid 
to  him  on  this  occafion. 

‘The  ladies  of  the  city,  equally  at- 
fsntive,  paid  their  refpefts  to  Mis. 
Washington,  who  received  them  in  the 
drawing-room  up  ftairs.  After  having 
v  hted  the  General,  molt  of  the  gentlemen 
alio  waned  upon  her.  A  public  ball 

the  da  "  t€minat?d  the  rejoicings  of 

‘‘  N°t  one  town  of  any  importance  was 
there  m  the  whole  union,  where  fome 
Tneettng  did  not  take  place  in  honour  of 
is  ay  ;  yet,  fingular  as  it  may  appear, 

th  re  at  people  in  the  country;  Ameri¬ 
cans  too,  .ioremoft  in  boaftteg  to  other 


r.  1  t.  :  ; — w  ucaun 

after  Dinner  ;  it  is  true,  indeed,  that  they 
qualify  their  conduft  partly  by  afferting, 
that  it  is  only  as  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  as  General  Wafhington, 
that  they  have  a  diflike  to  him  ;  but  this 
is  only  a  mean  fubterfuge,  which  they 
are  forced  to  have  recourfe  to,  left  their 
conduft  ffiould  appear  too  ftrongiy 
marked  with  ingratitude.  During  the 
war  there  were  many,  and  not  loyalifts 
either,  who  were  doing  all  in  their  power 
to  remove  him  from  that  command  where¬ 
by  he  fo  eminently  diftinguilhed  himfelf. 
it  is  the  fplrit  of  diffatisfaftion  which 
forms  a  leading  trait  in  the  charafter  of 
the  Americans  as  a  people,  which  pro¬ 
duces  this  malevolence  at  prefent,  juft  as 
it  did  formerly  ;  and  if  their  public  af¬ 
fairs  were  regulated  by  a  perfon  fent 
from  Heaven,  I  firmly  believe  his  a£b, 
lnftead  of  meeting  with  univerfal  appro¬ 
bation,  would  by  many  be  confidered  as 
deceitful  and  flagitious,” 

3b  b 


bW’  W  States  he  nev-er  acD0  m^dOUndU°  hlS  eternalhonOBr’  tIlat  wh!,e  Prefic,ent  the 

^'though  be  reirbnS  t0  any  °ffice  of  b  uft  or  emolument, 

•t;  cions  in  the  eoveramen*  *  f  abli‘tlfS>  and  vvel1 1«alifted  to  fill  the  moft  important 

3  fvMUUCIU, 

"  fr0m 
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ON  THE  SUBMERSION  OF  SWALLOWS. 
[■ From  the  American  Magazine  of  July  lajl.\ 


\H? 


TO  THE  EDITOR. 


SIR, 


The  fubftance  of  what  is  contained  in 
the  incloied  letter  was  related  by 
the  writer,  in  an  accidental  converfa- 
tion  on  the  difappearance  of  l'wallows. 
As  he  had  preferved  a  memorandum  of 
the  facts,  and  the  utmoft  reliance  could 
be  placed  on  the  accuracy  of  t  ie  llate- 
inent,  I  thought  it  of  too  muc.i  import¬ 
ance,  in  relation  to  a  much  agitated 


queftion  in  natural  hifiory,  to  be  with¬ 
held  from  the  public  ;  more  particu¬ 
larly  as  from  its  coincidence  in  time, 
it  may  ferve  to  confirm  a  iimilar  fact. 
Hated  in  the  Medical  Repoiitory,  Vol. 
II.  p.  ij'i,  as  obierved  by  Mr.  Peter 
Cole,  in  this  city  ;  the  truth  of  which, 
is  quefiioned  by  an  anonymous  writer 
in  the  third  volume,  p.  24.1,  of  the  fame 
work,  who  regards  the  opinion  of  the 
lubmerlion  ot  fvvallows  as  exploded. 

Y  '*  *  Mr. 


A 


.  1  oilock  has  obligingly  complied  directly  over  the  river,  thev  plunged 
k,  own  yKreqr  ^  t0  m3kf  the  into  the  water,  and  difappea^  lids 

YV  ^  lending  me  the  mcloled,$  was  not  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the 

VV 1 1 ±1  ilDf:!  tv  to  l n  {prt  if-  Tunf-I-*  *  i  i  ,,  y 


with  liberty  to  infer  t  it  with  his  name  in 
your  ufetul  magazine.  That  the  f'wal- 
Jows  could  defcend,  in  fpite  of  their  ipe- 
cific  levity,  to  the  bottom  of  io  deep  and 
rapid  a  river  as  the  Hudfon,  or  remain 
there  during  the  winter,  is  not,  per¬ 
haps,  to  be  luppofed  *.  Yet  the  fad:  of 
their  fubmerfion,  after  the  teftimony 
of  Mr.  P .  and  Mr.  S.  men  of  undoubt¬ 
ed  veracity,  cannot  be  queflioned. 
their  continuance  in  a  torpid  date, 
and  re-appearance,  are  different  ques¬ 
tions  which  remain  to  be  decided.  The 
apparent  impoflibility  of  their  exiftence 
under  water,  aiding  from  their  pecu¬ 
liar  organization,  fhould  make  us  very 
doubtful,  but  not  abfolutely  to  rejed 
the  utter  poflibility  of  the  fad.  For 
“  natural  hiftory,”  fays  Kalm,  who, 
with  the  reit  of  the  Swediih  naturalids, 
defends  the  hibernation  of  fwallows, 
in  lakes,  ponds,  marfties,  and  caverns’ 

*  ‘,s  other  hidories,  depends  not 
always  on  the  intrinfic  degiee  of  pro¬ 
bability,  but  upon  fads  founded  on 
the  teftimony  of  people  of  noted  ve¬ 
racity.”  Reafonings  and  conjectures 
on  the  fad  here  dated,  I  leave  to  natu¬ 
ralids.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it  may 
not  be  thought  unworthy  of  the  notice 
of  the  leai ntd,  candid,  and  ingenious 
Dr.  Barton,  who  lias  already  bedowed 
io  much  attention  on  the  fubied. 

I  am,  Sic.  "  J.  W. 


place  where  we  dood,  but  was’the  cafe 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  up  and 
down  the  river,  and  continued  without 
ceflation  for  nearly  two  hours,  when 
the  ciofing  of  the  evening  prevented 
our  farther  obfervation. 

“  Aware  of  the  importance  of  afford¬ 
ing  any  additional  information  on 
this  long  difputed  queltion  in  the  na 
tural  liittory  of  the  lwallow,  I  procure 
a  telefcope,  and  watched  attentively 
many  of  the  docks  from  their  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  until  their  immerfion,  con 
tinuing  my  eye  fixed  upon  the  fpo 
lon~  -  ’  ’  -  ” 


enough 


to  be  fully  convince*. 


“  On  the  afternoon  of  the  aid  of 
Augult  1798,1  was  fitting  in  my  par¬ 
lour  which  looks  towards  the  "north 
nver,  about  fifty  feet  from  the  bank, 
in  company  with  our  mutual  friend 
Mr.  Jacob  Sebcr.  Our  attention  was 
a  (traded  by  numerous  flights  of  birds, 
winch  appeared  to  come  acrol's  the 
toun  hom  the  eaflward,  and  defcend 
immediately  into  the  river.  So  lin¬ 
gular  an  appearance  excited  our  par¬ 
ticular  obfei  vaticn.  We  went  out  and 


that  not  one  of  the  birds  returned  t< 
the  fui-face  again.  Indeed,  one  floe' 
of  about  two  hundred  birds  plunge 
into  the  water  within  thirty  yards  c 
us,  and  inftantly  difappeared,  witliou 
the  lead  appearance  of  oppoiition  that 
might  be  expeded  to  arife  from  the 
natural  buoyancy  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  evening  was  fo  ferene,  and 
the  river  id  unruffled,  that  no  decep¬ 
tion  of  our  fight  could  poflibly  have 
occurred. 

“  When  the  birds  fird  came  in  view, 
after  eroding  the  town,  their  flight 
was  eaiy  and  natural  ;  but  when  they 
defeended  near  to  the  water,  they  ap¬ 
peared  much  agitated  and  diftrefied, 
flying  in  a  confufed  manner  againft 
each  other,  as  if  the  love  of  life,  com¬ 
mon  to  all  animals,  impelled  them  to 
revolt  againft  this  law  of  nature  im~ 
poftd  upon  their  fpecies.  As  feme  time 
has  elapfed  fince  the  above-mentioned 
fad  occurred,  I  thought  it  proper, 
before  I  gave  you  Mr.  Sebor’s  name,  as 
having  been  a  witnefs  to  them,  to  con- 
fult  his  recolledion  on  the  fubjed,  and 
I  have  pleaiuie  in  afluring  you,  he  dif- 
tindly  remembers  every  circumdance 
I  have  recited,  and  of  w’hich  I  made  a 
memorandum  at  the  time.  It  may  be 
worthy  of  remark,  rhat  as  far  as  any 


dood  rlnf,  t rt 7 1 7  1  I,  T  ,  UL  d,lu  worthy  of  remark,  rhat  as 
ceiv.d  d,at  „1  at  K  "" 

to  be  black-birds,  were  aft  “lv  V7  fl  «PPf  a  ,h.e  i+th  .  »*  AuS»'t 
lows  •  nd  tint  ■[<  fltnn  •  -  t!  3  •  '  I798  )  for>  during  the  remainder  of  that 
.  .  nd  that  as  loon  *s  the  various  year,  I  did  not  lee  one.  H.  Pollock. 


flocks  l  ad  cleared  the  houfes,  and 


got 


AV-tu  York,  j'uly  18,  1800.” 


hundred*, thePba«iV‘  ThT'  near  ‘^margin  cf  the  Hudfon,  about  two 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON’S  WILL 

1J  GlorgeWashing--  which  is  written  with  my  own  hand, 
^oynt  Ver-  and  every  pate  thereof  fubfcribed  with 

'Pn  or  rlu.  _ _ i  ...  ,  .  .  _ 


In  the  name  o 
God,  Amin 
non, .a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
lately  Prcfident  of  the  fame,  do  make, 
ordain,  and  declare  this  inllrument, 
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my  name,  to  be  my  laft  Will  and  Telia, 
inent,  revoking  all  others. 

Imprimis — All  my  debts,  of  which 

^here 


there  are  but  few,  and  none  of  magni¬ 
tude,  are  to  be  punftualty  and  fpeddil y- 
paid  ;  and  the  legacies  hereafter  be¬ 
queathed  a-e  tc  be  difcharged  as  foon 
as  circumftances  will  permi;,  and  in  the 
manner  directed. 

*tem — To  my  dearly  beloved  wife, 
Martha  Walhington,  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  the  ufe,  profit,  and  benefit  of 
my  whole  eftate.  real  and  perfonal,  for 
the  term  of  her  natural  life,  except  fuch 
parts  thereof  as  are  fpecially  difpofed 
of  hereafter.  My  improved  lot  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  fituated  in  Pitt  and 
Cameron -ftreets,  I  give  to  her  and  her 
heirs  for  ever,  as  alfo  I  do  my  houfehoid 
and  kitchen  f  rniiure  of  every  fort  and 
kind,  with  the  liquors  and  groceries 
which  may  be  on  hand  at  the  time  of  my 
deceafe,  to  be  ufed  and  difpofed  of  as  (he 
may  think  proper. 

.  /hew. — Upon  the  deceafe  of  my  wife 
it  is  my  will  and  defire  that  all  the  flaves’ 
which  I  hold  ia  my  own  right  (hall  re¬ 
cede  their  freedom.  To  emancipate 
them  during  her  life  would,  though 
earneftly  wtftcd  by  me,  be  attended  with 
iuch  mfuperable  difficulties,  on  account 
of  their  intermixture  by  marriages  with 
the  dower  negroes,  as  to  excite  the  moft 
painful  fenlati  ns, if  notdifagreeablecon- 
lequences,  from  the  latter,  while  both 
delcriptions  are  in  the  occupancy  of  the 
fame  proprietor;  it  not  being  in  my 
power,  under  the  tenure  by  which  the 
dower  negroes  are  held,  to  manumit 
them.  And  whereas  among  thofe  who 
will  receive  freedom  according  to  this 
demile,  there  may  be  fome  wbofrom  oid 
age  or  bodily  infirmities,  and  others  who, 
on  account  of  their  infancy,  will  be  un¬ 
able  ro  fupport  themfelves,  it  is  my  will 
and  d  fire  that  all  who  come  under  the 
and  feconri  Jefcription,  fhall  be  com¬ 
fortably  clothed  and  fed  by  my  heirs 
while  they  live  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the 
latter  delcripuon  as  have  no  parents 
living,  or  if  living  are  unable  or  unwilling 
to  provide  for  them,  (hall  be  bound  bv  the 
Court  tiii  they  fhall  arrive  at  the  age  of 
twentv-five  years;  and  in  cafes  where 
no  record  can  be  produced  whereby  their 
ages  can  be  afcertained,  the  judgment  of 
•  Jv  °Urt’  uPl>n  its  own  view  of  the  Cub- 
jett,  fhall  be  adequate  and  final.  The 
negroes  thus  bound  are  (by  their  matters 
or  miftreftcs)  to  be  taught  to  read  and 
write,  an  to  be  brought  up  to  fome  ufe- 
tul  occupation,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of 
tne  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  fupport  of  orphan  and 
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other  poor  children.  And  T  do  hereby 
exprefsly  forbid  the  fale  or  tranfportation 
out  of  t'he  faid  Commonwealth,  of  any 
flave  I  may  die  poiTeiFed  of,  under  any- 
pretence  whatfoever.  And  I  do  more¬ 
over  moft  folemnly  and  moft  pointedly 
enjoin  it  upon  my  executors  hereafter 
named,  or  tiv  furvivor  of  them,  to  fee 
that  this  claufe  refpefting  flaves,  and 
every  part  thereof,  be  religi  mfly  ful¬ 
filled  at  the  epoch  at  which  it  is  direftbd 
to  take  place,  without  evafion,  negledb, 
or  delay,  after  the  crops,  which  may 
then  be  in  the  ground,  are  harvefttd, 
particularly  as  it  refpedts  the  aged  and 
infirm  ;  feeing  that  a  regular  and  per-c 
manentfund  be  eftablilhed  for  their  fup¬ 
port  as  long  as  there  are  fubjefts  re¬ 
quiring  it,  not  trufting  to  the  uncertain 
provifion  to  be  made  by  individuals. 

Lem. — To  the  Truftees  (Governors, 
or  by  whatfoever  name  they  may  be  de- 
fignated)  of  the  Academy  in  the  town 
of  Alexandria,  I  give  and  bequeath  (in 
truft)  four  thoufand  dollars,  or,  in  other 
words,  twenty  of  the  (hares  which  I  hold 
in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  towards  the 
fupport  of  a  free-fchool,  eftablilhed  at 
and  annexed  to  the  faid  Academy,  for 
the  purpofe  of  educating  fuch  orphan 
children,  or  the  children  of  fuch  other 
poor  and  indigent  perfons  as  are  unable 
to  accomplifh  it  with  their  own  means  j 
and  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Truf¬ 
tees  of  the  faid  feminary,  are  beft  en¬ 
titled  to  the  benefit  of  this  donation. 
The  aforefaid  twenty  fhares  I  give  and 
bequeath  in  perpetuity  :  the- dividends 
only  of  which  are  to  be  drawn  for,  and 
applied  by,  the  faid  Truftees  for  the 
time  being,  for  the  ufes  above  men¬ 
tioned  :  the  ftock  to  remain  entire  and 
untouched,  unlefs  indications  cf  failure 
of  the  faid  Banic  fhould  be  fo  apparent, 
or  a  difcontinuance  thereof  Ihould  ren¬ 
der  the  removal  of  -his  fund  neceffary. 
In  either  of  thefe  cafes,  the  amount  of 
the  ftock  here  devifed  is  to  be  vefted  ia 
fome  ether  Bank,  or  public  inftitution, 
whereby  the  intereft  may  with  regu- 
larity  and  certainty  be  drawn  and  ap¬ 
plied  as  above.  And,  to  prevent  mis¬ 
conception,  my  meaning  is,  and  is  hereby 
declared  to  be,  that  thele  twenty  fliares 
are  in  lieu  of,  and  not  in  addition  to,  the 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  given  by  a 
miffive  letter  fome  years  ago  ;  in  confe- 
quence  whereof  an  annuity  of  fifty 
pounds  has  fince  been  paid  towards  the 
fupport  of  this  inftitution. 

Item.'— Whereas,  by  a  law  of  the 

com- 
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commonwealth  of  Virginia,  enadled  in 
the  year  1785,  the  Legifiature  thereof 
was  pleafed,  as  an  evidence  of  its  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  fervices  I  had  rendered 
the  public  during  the  Revolution,  and 
partly,  I  believe,  in  confideration  of  my 
having  fuggefted  the  vaft  advantages 
which  the  community  would  derive  from 
the  extenfion  of  its  inland  navigation, 
under  Legiflative  patronage,  to  preftnt 
me  with  one  hundred  (hares,  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each,  in  the  incorporated 
company  eftablifhed  for  the  purpofe  of 
extending  the  navigation  of  J  amesRiver, 
from  Tide  water  to  the  mountains ;  and 
alfo  with  fifty  (hares,  of  one  hundred 
pounds  (lerling  each,  in  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  another  company,  likewife  efta- 
fclilhed  for  the  fimilar  purpole  of  opening 
the  navigation  of  the  River  Potomac, 
from  Tidewater  to  Fort  Cumberland; 
the  acceptance  of  which,  thoughthe  offer 
was  highly  honourable  and  grateful  to 
my  feelings,  was  refufed,  as  inconfiftent 
with  a  principle  which  1  had  adopted, 
and  never  departed  from,  namely,  not 
to  receive  pecuniary  c<  mpenfatton  for 
any  fervices  I  cou  d  render  my  country 
jn  its  arduous  (tru  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  for  its  rights,  and  bccaufe  I  had 
evaded  fimilar  propofitions  from  other 
States  in  the  Union,  Adding  to  this  re* 
fufal,  however,  an  intimation,  that,  if  it 
(houid  be- the  pieaiure  of  tfie  Legifiature 
to  permit  me  to  appropriate  the  (aid 
(hares  to  public  ufes,  I  would  receive 
them  on  thole  terms  with  due  (entibility; 
and  this  it  having  confentcd  to  in  flat¬ 
tering  terms,  as  will  appear  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  1  iw,  and  fundry  refo.utions,  in  the 
mull,  ample  and  honourable  manner;  I 
proceed,  after  this  recital,  for  the  more 
corredt  underftanding  of  the  cafe,  to  de¬ 
clare  that  it  has  always  been  a  fource  of 
ferious  regret  with  me  to  fee  the  Youth 
of  ihefe  United  States  lent  to  Foreign 
Countries  (or  the  purpofe  of  Education, 
often  before  their  minds  were  formed, 
or  thpy  had  imbibed  any  adequate  ideas 
of  the  happingfs  ot  their  own,  coniradl- 
ing  top  frequently  not  only  hahits  of 
difiipation  and  extravagance,  but  prin¬ 
ciples  unlriendly  to  Republican  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  the  true  and  genuine  Li¬ 
berties  of  Mankind,  which  thereafter 
are  rarely  overcome. — For  thefe  rea.- 
f  ini-,  it  has  been  my  ardent  with  to  fee 
a  plan  devifed  on  a  liberal  (cale,  which 
would  have  a  tendency  to  (pread  fyfte- 
piatie  ideas  through  all  parts  of  this 
fifing  Empire,  thereby  to  do  away  local 


attachments  and  dale  prejudices  as  far  as 
the  nature  of  things  would,  or  indeed 
ought,  to  admit  from  our  National  Coun¬ 
cils.  Looking  anxioufly  forward  to.the 
accomplifliment  of  fo  dcfirable  an  objedl 
as  this  is  (in  my  eftimation),  my  mind 
has  not  been  able  to  contemplate  any 
plan  more  likely  to  efiebt  the  ineafure 
than  to  eftablifli  a  Univerlity  in  a  central 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  which  the 
youths  of  fortune  and  talents,  f  om  all 
parts  thereof,  might  be  fentfot  the  com¬ 
pletion  uf  their  Education  in  ail  the 
branches  of  polite  Literature,  in  Arts 
and  Sciences,  in  acquiring  knowledge 
in  the  principles  of  Politics  and  good 
Government,  and  (as  a  matter  of  infinite 
importance  in  my  judgment),  by  affo, 
ciating  with  each  other,  and  forming 
friendlhip  in  juvenile  years,  be  enabled 
to  free  thcmfelves,  in  a  proper  degree, 
from  thofe  local  prejudices  and  habitual 
jcaloufics  which  have  juft  been  men¬ 
tioned,  and  which,  when  carried  to  ex* 
cefs,  are  never-fading  fources  of  dif-. 
quietude  to  the  public  mind,  and  preg¬ 
nant  with  milchievou6  confequcnces  to 
this  Country  ;  under  thefe  impreflions 
fo  fully  dilated, 

Item,  1  give  and  bequeath,  in  perpe¬ 
tuity,  the  lhares  I  hold  in  the  P otornae 
Company  (under  the  aforefaid  ails  of 
the  Legifiature  of  Virginia),  towards 
the  endowment  of  an  Univcrfity  to  be 
eltablilhed  within  the  limits  of  the  dif- 
tria  of  Columbia,  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  General  Government,  if  that  Go¬ 
vernment  (houid  incline  to  extend  a 
,foftering  hand  towards  it ;  and  until 
fuch  feminary  is  eftabli(hed,  and  the 
funds  anfing  in  thofe  (hares  (hall  be  re¬ 
quired  for  its  (upport,  my  further  will 
and  defire  is,  that  the  profit  accruing 
therefrom  (hall,  whenever  the  dividends 
are  made,  be  laid  out  in  purchafing  (lock 
in  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  or  fome  ocher 
Bank,  at  (he  diferetion  of  my  Executors, 
or  by  the  T reafurer of  the  U nited  States 
for  the  time  being,  under  the  direifiom 
of  Congrefs,  provided  that  honourable 
hody  (houid  patronife  the  meafuye  ;  and 
the  dividends  proceeding  from  the  pur- 
chafe  of  fuch  a  ftock  are  to  be  veiled  ifl 
more  ftock,  and  fo  on  until  a  fum  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  is  obtained;  of  which  I  have  not 
the  fmalleft  doubt  before  many  years 
pafs  away,  even  if  no  aid  or  encourage¬ 
ment  be  given  by  Legiflative  authority, 
or  from  any  other  fource. 

Item.— The  hundred  lhares  which  I 
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hold  in  James  River  Company,  I  have 
given,  and  now  confirm  in  perpetuity 
to  and  fot  the  ufe  of  Liberty  Hall  Aca¬ 
demy,  in  the  county  of  Rockbridge,  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia. 

heni. — I  releafe,  exonerate,  and  dif- 
chsrge  the  eftate  of  my  deceafed  brother 
Samuel  Walhington,  from  the  payment 
of  the  money  which  is  due  to  me  for  the 
land  I  fold  to  P.  Pendleton,  (lying  in 
the  county  of  Berkeley),  who  aliigned 
the  (ante  to  him  the  Paid  Samuel,  and 
his  fon  Thornton  Walhington  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  became  poflelfed  of  the  aforefaid  land 
without  any  conveyance  having  palfed 
from  me,  either  to  the  (aid  Pendleton* 
the  faid  Samuel,  or  the  Paid  Thornton, 
and  without  any  confideration  having 
been  made,  by  which  neglefit  neither  the 
legal  nor  equitable  title  has  been  alie¬ 
nated  ;  it  refts  therefore  with  me  to  de¬ 
clare  my  intentions  concerning  the  pre- 
mifes;  and  thefe  are  to  give  and 'be¬ 
queath  the  faid  land  to  whomfoever  the 
laid  Thornton  Walhington  (who  is  alfo 
dead)  devifed  the  fame,  or  to  his  heirs 
for  ever,  if  he  died  inteftate  5  exonera¬ 
ting  the  eftate  of  the  faid  Thornton, 
equally  with  that  of  the  faid  Samuel, 
from  payment  of  the  purchafe  money, 
which,  with  intereft,  agreeably  to  the 
original  contrafil  with  the  faid  P.  Pen¬ 
dleton,  would  amount  to  more  than  a 
thoufand  pounds.  And  whereas  two 
other  fons  of  my  faid  deceafed  brother 
Samuel,  viz.  George  Steptoe  Walhing¬ 
ton,  and  Lawrence  Auguftine  Walhing¬ 
ton,  were,  by  the  deceafe  of  thofe  to 
■whofe  care  they  were  committed.brought 
under  my  prorefifion,  and,  in  confe. 
quence,  have  occafioned  advances  on  my 
part  for  their  education  at  college  and 
other  fchools,  for  their  board,  cloathing, 
and  other  incidenral  expences,  to  the 
amount  of  near  five  thoufand  dollars, 
over  and  above  the  fums  furnilhed  by 
their  eftate,  which  fum  it  may  be  incon¬ 
venient  for  them  or  their  father’s  eftate 
to  refund;  I  do,  for  thefe  reafons,  ac¬ 
quit  them  and  the  faid  eftate  from  the 
payment  thereof,  my  intention  being, 
that  all  accounts  between  them  and  me, 
and  their  father’s  eftate  and  me,  lhall 
ftand  balanced. 

Item. — The  balance  due  to  me  from 
the  eftate  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge, 
decealed,  (my  wife’s  brother),  and 
which  amounted  on  the  firft  day  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1795,  to  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds  (as  will  appear  by  an  ac¬ 
count  rendered  by  his  deceafed  fon, John 
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Dandridge,  who  was  the  afiiing  executor 
of  his  father’s  will),  I  releafe  and  acquit 
from  the  payment  thereof;  and  rhs 
negroes  (then  thirty-three  in  number) 
formerly  belonging  to  the  faid  eft  a  , 
who  were  taken  in  execution,  fold  a  d 
purchafed  in  on  my  account,  in  the  year 
(blank),  and  ever  fince  have  remained 
in  the  poffeffion,  and  to  the  ufe  of  Mary, 
widow  of  the  faid  Bartholomew  Dan¬ 
dridge,  with  their  encreafe,  it  is  my 
will  and  defire,  lhall  continue  to  be  in 
her  polfelfion,  without  paying  hire,  or 
making  compenfation  for  the  fame,  for 
the  time  paft  or  to  come,  during  her 
natural  life,  at  the  expiration  of  which, 
I  d i re that  all  of  them,  who  are  forty 
years  cld  and  upwards,  lhall  receive 
their  freedom  ;  all  under  that  age,  and 
above  fixteen,  lhall  ferve  feven  years, 
and  no  longer;  and  all  under  fixteen! 
years  lhall  ferve  until  they  are  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  then  to  be  free  j 
and  to  avoid  difiputes  refpefiting  the 
ages  of  any  of  thofe  negroes,  they  are 
to  be  taken  into  the  Court  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  in  which  they  refide,  and  the  judg¬ 
ment  thereof,  in  this  relation,  lhall  be 
final,  and  record  thereof  made,  which, 
may  be  adduced  as  evidence  at  any  time 
thereafter,  if  difputes  lhould  arife  con¬ 
cerning  the  fame  ;  and  1  further  direfit 
that  the  heirs  of  the  faid  Bartholomew 
Dandridge  lhall  equally  lhare  the  bene¬ 
fits  arifing  from  the  fervice  of  the  faid 
negroes,  according  to  the  tenor  of  this 
dev5fe,  upon  the  deceafe  of  their  mo¬ 
ther. 

Item. — If  Charles  Carter,  who  inter¬ 
married  with  my  niece,  Betty  Lewis,  is 
not  fufficiently  fecured  in  the  title  to  th* 
lots  he  had  of  me,  in  the  town  of  Frede- 
rickfburg,  it  is  my  will  and  defire  that 
my  Executors  lhall  make  fuch  convey¬ 
ance  of  them  as  the  law  requires,  t® 
render  it  perfefil. 

Item — To  my  nephew,  William  Au¬ 
guftine  Walhington  (if  he  lhould  con¬ 
ceive  them  to  be  objefits  worth  profe- 
cuting),  and  to  his  heirs,  a  lot  in  the 
town  of  Manchefter,  oppofite  to  Rich-  ' 
mond.  No.  265,  drawn  on  my  foie  ac¬ 
count,  and  alfo  the  tenth  of  one  or  two 
hundred  acre  lots,  and  two  or  three 
half  acre  lots,  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of 
Richmond,  drawn  in  partnerlhip  with 
"nine  others,  all  in  the  lottery  of  the 
deceafed  William  Byrd,  are  given  ;  as 
is  alfo  a  lot  which  I  purchafed  of  John 
Hood,  conveyed  by  William  Willie  and 
Samuel  Gordon,  truftses  of  the  faid 
5  John 
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John  Hood,  numbered  1391  in  the  town 
„f  Edinburgh,  in  the  county  of  Prince 
George,  date  of  Virginia, 

hem* —  To  my  nephew,  Bufhrod 
Wafliington,  I  give  ar.d  bequeath  all 
the  papers  in  my  poffeifion,  which  re¬ 
late  to  my  civil  and  military  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  this  country — I 
leave  to  him  alfofuch  of'  my  private  pa¬ 
pers  as  are  worth  preferving  ;  and  at 
the  deceafe  of  my  wife,  and  before,  if 
flic  is  not  inclined  to  retain  them,  I 
give  and  bequeath  my  library  of  books 
and  pamphlets  of  every  kind. 

hen. — To  the  Earl  of  Buchan  I  re¬ 
commit  “  the  box  made  of  the  oak  that 
fceltered  the  great  Sir  William  Wallace, 
after  the  battle  of  Falkirk  1”  prefented 
to  me  by  his  Lordfliip,  in  terms  too 
flattering  for  me  to  repeat,  with  a  re- 
queft,  “  to  pafs  it,  on  the  event  of  my 
deceafe,  to  the  man  in  my  country  who 
fhopld  appear  to  merit  it  beft,  upon  the 
fame  conditions  that  have  induced  him 
to  fend  it  to  me.”  Whether  it  be  taly 
or  not  to  ftleft  the  man  who  might 
comport  with  his  Lordlhip’s  opinion  in 
this  relpeft,  is  not  for  me  to  fay  ;  but 
conceiving  that  no  difpofition  of  this 
valuable  curiofity  can  be  more  eligible 
than  the  re-commitment  of  it  to  his  own 
cabinet,  agreeably  to  the  original  defign 
of  the  Goldftnichs’  Company  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  who  prefented  it  to  him  ;  and, 
at  his  rcqueft,  contented  that  it  tbould 
he  transferred  10  me— I  do  give  and 
bequeath  the  fame  to  his  Lordfliip  j  and, 
in  cafe  of  hi6  deceafe,  to  his  heir,  with 
my  grateful  thanks  for  the  diflinguithed 
honour  of  prefenting  it  to  me,  and  more 
efpecially  .or  the  favourable  firtuiments 
with  which  he  accompanied  it. 

Item.-—  To  my  brother,  CharlesWafh- 
ingtun,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  gold- 
headed  cane  ltlt  me  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
in  his  will.  I  add  nothing  to  it,  becaufe 
of  the  ample  provifion  I  have  made  for 
bis  iffus.  To  the  acquaintances  and 
friends  of  my  juvenile  years,  Lawrence 
Wafliington  and  Robert  Wafliington, 
of  Ch  tanck,  I  give  my  other  two  gold¬ 
headed  canes,  having  my  arms  engraved 
on  them  ;  and  to  each  (as  they  will  be 
Viftful  where  they  live)  I  leave  one  of 
the  fpy  gjaflrs,  which  copftituted  part  of 
m  i  equipage  during  the  late  war.  To 
*  my  compatriot  in  arms,  and  old  inti¬ 


mate  friend,  Dr.  Craik,  I  give  my  bu¬ 
reau  ;  or,  as  the  cabinet-makers  call  it, 
tambour  fecretary.and  the  circular  chair, 
an  appendage  to  my  ftudy.  To  Dr. 

D.  Stuart,  I  give  my  large  lhaving  and 
dreiling-table,  and  my  telefcope.  To 
the  Reverend,  now  Bryan  Lord  Fair¬ 
fax,  I  give  a  bible,  in  three  large  folio 
volumes,  with  notes,  prefented  to  me  by 
the  Right  Reverend  Thomas  Wilfon, 
Bifliop  of  Sodor  and  Mam  To  General 
de  la  Fayette,  I  give  a  pair  of  finely 
wrought  fte^l  piftols,  taken  from  the 
enemy  in  the  revolutionary  war.  To 
my  filters. in-law,  Hannah  Wafliington 
and  Mildred  Wafliington,  to  my  friends 
Eleanor  Stuart,  Hannah  Wafliington,  of 
Fairfield,  and  Elizabeth  Wafliington,  of 
Hayfield,  1  give  each,  a  mourning  ring, 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars.— 
Thefe  bequefts  are  not  made  for  the 
intrinfic  value  of  them,  but  as  mementos 
of  my  efteem  and  regard.  To  Tobias 
Lear,  I  give  the  ufe  of  the  farm  which 
he  now  holds,  in  virtue  of  a  leafe  from 
me  to  him  and  his  deceafed  wife  (for 
and  during  their  natural  lives),  free 
from  rent  during  his  life  ;  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which,  it  is  to  be  difpofed  of 
as  is  herein  after  directed.  To  Sally 
B.  Haym,  a  diftant  relation  of  mine, 

1  give  and  bequeath  three  hundred 
dollars.  To  Sarah  Green,  daughter  of 
the  deceafed  Thomas  Bifhop,  and  to 
Ann  Walker,  daughter  of  John  Alton, 
all'o  deceafed,  I  give  each  one  hundred 
dollars,  in  confideration  of  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  their  fathers  to  me,  each  of 
whom  having  lived  nearly  forty  years  in 
my  family.  To  each  of  my  nephews, 
William  Auguftine Wafliington,  George 
Lewis,  George  Steptce  Wafliington, 
Bulhrod  Wafliington,  and  Samuel 
Walhington,  I  give  one  of  the  fvvords 
or  cutteaux,  of  which  I  may  die  pof- 
fefled  ;  and  they  are  to  choofe  in  the 
order  they  are  named.  Thefe  fweirds 
are  accompanied  with  an  injunction  not 
to  u.-.flieath  them  for  the  purpofe  of 
fhedding  blood,  except  it  be  for  lelf-de- 
fence,  or  in  defence  of  their  country 
and  its  rights)  and,  in  the  latter  cafe, 
to  keep  them  untheathed,  and  prefer 
falling  with  them  in  their  hands  to  the 
relinquifhment  thereof. 

(To  he  concluded  in  our  next.) 


JOURNA^ 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON’S  WILL. 
[  Concluded  from  Page  252.  ] 


AND  now,  having  gone  through  thefe 
Jr\.  l'pecific  devil'es  with  explanations 
for  the  more  correct  underftanding  of 
the  meaning  and  defign  of  them,  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  diftribution  of  the  mo  e  im¬ 
portant  part  of  my  eftate  in  m  inner 
following  : 

FirJ},  —  To  my  nephew,  Bulhrod 
Wafhington,  and  his  heirs  (partly  in 
consideration  of  an  intimation  to  his  de- 
ceafed  father,  while  we  were  bachelors, 
and  he  had  kindly  undertaken  to  fuper- 
intwid  my  eflatc  during  my  military 


fervices  in  the  former  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  that  if  £ 
fhould  fall  therein,  Mount  Vernon,  then 
lels  extentive  in  dominion  than  at  pre- 
fent,  (hopld  become  his  property),  I  give 
and  bequeath  all  that  part  thereof,  which 
»s  comprehended  within  the  following 
limits,  viz. — Beginning  at  the  ford  of 
Dogue  Run,  near  my  mill,  and  extend¬ 
ing  along  the  road,  and  bounded  there¬ 
by,  as  it  now  goes,  and  ever  has  gone 
nnce  my  recolleft ion  of  it;  to  the  ford 
of  Little  Hunting  Creek,  at  the  Gum 

Spring, 
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Spring,  until  it  comes  to  a  know!,  op- 
poiite  to  an  old  road,  which  formerly 
palled  through  the  lower  field  of  Mud¬ 
dy  hole  Farm;  at  which  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  faid-  road,  are  three  red  or  Spanifh 
oaks,  marked  as  a  corner,  and  a  ftone 
placed  ;  thence  by  a  line  of  trees  to  be 
marked  reCtangular  to  the  back  line  or 
outer  boundary  of  the  traCt  between 
Thompfon  Mafon  and  myfeif;  thence 
with  that  line  eaftyriy  (now  double 
ditching  with  a  poll  and  rail  fence  there¬ 
on)  to  the  runof  Little  Hunting  Creek  ; 
thence  with  that  run,  which  is  the 
boundary  between  the  lands  of  the  late 
Humphrey  Peake  and  me,  to  the  tide 
water  of  the  faid  creek  ;  thence  by  that 
waiter  to  Potomac  River;  thence  with 
the  river  to  the  mouth  <5f  Dogue  Creek  ; 
and  thence  with  the  faid  Dogue  Creek 
to  the  place  of  beginning  at  the  aforefaid 
ford,  containing  upwards  of  fourthou- 
fand  acres,  be  the  fame  more  or  lefs,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  manfion  houfe,  and  all 
other  buildings  and  improvementsthere- 
ort. 

Second. — In  confideration  of  the  con- 
fanguir.ity  between  them  and  my  wife, 
being  as  nearly  related  to  her  as  to  my- 
felf,  as  on  account  of  the  nffettion  I  had 
fur,  and  the  obligation  I  was  under  to 
their  father,  when  living,  who,  from  his 
youih,  had  attached  himlelf  to  my  per- 
fon,  and  followed  my  fortunes  through 
the  viciffitudes  of  the  late  revolution, 
afterwards  devoting  his  time  to  the  fu- 
perimendence  of  my  private  concerns 
for  many  years,  whilft  my  public  em¬ 
ployments  rendered  it  iinprafl  icable  to 
do  it  myfelf,  thereby  affording  ms  ef- 
iential  fervices,  and  always  performing 
them  in  a  manner  the  mod  filial  and 
refpeff ful  ;  for  thefe  reafons,  I  lav,  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  George  Fayette 
Walbngton,  and  Lawrence  Auguftus 
Wafhington,  and  their  hens,  my  eftate 
Ealt  of  Little  Hunting  Creek,  lying  on 
the  river  Potomac,  including  the  farm 
of  three  hundred  and  fixty  acres,  leafed 
to  Tobias  Lear,  as  noticed  before,  and 
containing  in  the  whole,  by  deed,  two 
thouland  and  twenty  acres,  be  it  more 
or  lefs  ;  which  faid  eftate  it  is  my  will 
and  defire  lhould  be  equitably  and  ad- 
vantageoufiy  divided  between  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  quantity,  quality,  and  oiher 
circumftances,  when  the  youngeft  (hall 
arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
by  three  judicious  and  difinterefied  men  ; 
<>uc  to  be  chofen  by  each  of  the  brothers, 
and  the  third  by  thefe  two.  In  the 
mean  time,  if  the  termination  of  my 


wife’s  intereft  therein  lhould  have  ceafed, 
the  profits  arifing  therefrom  are  to  be 
applied  for  their  joint  ufes  and  benefit. 

Third. — And  whereas  it  has  always 
been  my  intention,  fince  my  expedition 
of  having  iffue  has  ceafed,  to  confider 
the  grand  children  of  my  wife  in  the 
fame  light  as  I  do  my  own  relations, 
and,  to  ad  a  friendly  part  by  them, 
more  efpecially  by  the  two  whom  we 
have  raifed  from  their  earlieft  infancy, 
namely,  Eleanor  Park  Cuftis,  and  Geo. 
VV alhington  Park  Cuftis.  And  whereas 
the  former  of  thefe  hath  lately  intermar¬ 
ried  with  Lawrence  Lewis,  a  fon  of  my 
deceafed  filter,  Betty  Lewis,  by  which 
union  the  inducement  to  provide  for 
them  has  been  increafed  : — Wherefore 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  faid  Law¬ 
rence  Lewis  and  Eleanor  Park  Lewis, 
his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  the  refidue  of 
my  Mount  Vernon  eftate,  not  already 
devifed  to  my  nephew,  Bulhrod  Wafh- 
ington,  comprehended  within  the  fol¬ 
lowing  dtfeription,  viz.  All  the  lands 
north  of  the  road  leading  from  the  ford 
of  Dogue  Run  ro  the  Gum  Spring, 
as  deferibed  in  the  devife  of  the  other 
part  of  tire  trad,  to  Buftirod  Walh- 
ington,  until  it  comes  to  the  Stone  and 
three  Red  or  Spanilh  Oaks  on  the 
know!,  thence  with  the  redangular  line 
to  the  back  line  (between  Mr.  Mafon 
and  me)  ;  thence  with  that  line  wefterly 
along  the  new  double  ditch  to  Dogue 
Run,  by  the  tumbling  dam  of  my  mill  ; 
thence  with  the  faid  run  to  the  ford 
aforementioned,  to  which  I  add  all  the 
land  I  poffefs  Weft  of  the  faid  Dogue 
Run  and  Dogue  Creek,  bounded  Eafter- 
ly  and  Southerly  thereby  j  together  with 
the  mill,  diftillery,  and  all  other  houfes 
and  improvements  on  the  premifes, 
making  together  about  two  thoufand 
acres,  be  it  more  or  lefs. 

Fourth. — Actuated  by  the  principle 
already  mentioned,  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  George  Wafhington  Park  Cuftis, 
tile  grandfon  of  my  wife,  and  my  ward, 
and  to  his  heirs,  the  traCt  I  hold  on 
Four  mile  Run,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  containing  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  acres,  more  or  lefs,  and  my 
entire  fquare,  number  twenty-one,  in 
the  City  of  Wafhington. 

Fifth. — All  the  reft  and  refidue  of 
my  eltatc,  real  and  perfonal,  not  dif- 
pofed  of  in  manner  aforefaid,  in  what- 
foever  confiding,  wherefoever  lying,  and 
whenfoever  found,  a  fchedule  of  which, 
as  far  as  is  recolleded,  with  a  reafonable 
eftimate  of  its  value,  is  hereunto  annexed,, 
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I  defire  may  b«  fold  by  my  executors 
at  fuch  times,  in  fuch  manner,  and  on 
fuch  credits  (if  an  equal,  valid,  and  fa- 
tisfattory  diftribution  of  the  fpecific  pro* 
perty  cannot  be  made  without),  as  in 
their  judgment /hall  be  moft  conducive 
to  the  intereft  of  the  parties  concerned, 
and  the  monies  arifing  therefrom  to  be 
divided  into  twenty-three  equal  parts, 
and  applied  as  follows,  viz.  To  William 
Auguftine  Walhington,  Elizabeth  Spot- 
wood,  Jane  Thornton,  and  the  heirs  of 
Ann  Alhton,  fon  and  daughters  of  my 
deceafed  brother  AuguftineWalhington, 
I  give  and  bequeath  four  parts,  that  is 
one  part  to  each  of  them  ;  to  Fielding 
Le  wis,  George  Lewis,  Robert  Lewis, 
Howell  Lewis,  and  Betty  Carter,  1'ons 
and  daughter  of  my  deceafed  filler, 
Betty  Lewis,  I  give  and  bequeath  five 
other  parts,  one  to  each  of  them  ;  to 
George  Steptoe  Walhington,  Lawrence 
Auguftine  Walhington,  Harriot  Parks, 
and  the  heirs  of  Thornton  Walhington, 
foils  and  daughters  of  my  deceafed  bro¬ 
ther,  Samuel  Walhington,  I  give  and 
bequeath  the  other  four  parts,  one  part 
to  each  of  them  ;  to  Corbin  Walhington, 
and  the  heirs  of  Jane  Walhington,  fon 
and  daughter  of  my  deceafed  brother, 
John  Auguftine  Walhington,  I  give  and 
bequeath  two  parts,  one  part  to  each 
of  them.  To  Samuel  Walhington, 
Frances  Ball,  and  Mildred  Hammond, 
fon  and  daughters  of  my  brother  Charles 
Walhington,  I  give  and  bequeath  three 
parts,  one  part  to  each  of  them  ;  and 
to  George  Fayette  Walhington,  Charles 
Auguftine  Walhington,  and  Maria 
"Walhington,  (Qns  and  daughter  of  my 
decealed  nephew  George  Auguftine 
Walhington,  I  give  one  other  part, 
that  is,  to  each  a  third  of  that  part.  To 
Elizabeth  Park  Law,  Martha  Park 
Peter,  and  Eleanor  Park  Lewis,  I  give 
and  bequeath  three  other  parts,  that  is, 
a  part  to  each  ol  them  ;  and  to  my  ne¬ 
phew  Bulhrod  Walhington  and  Law¬ 
rence  Lewis,  and  to  my  ward,  the 
grandfon  of  my  wife,  1  give  and  be¬ 
queath  one  other  part,  that  is,  a  third 
Hereof  to  each  of  them.  And,  if  it 
IhouJd  Is  happen  that  any  of  the  perlons 
whole  names  are  here  enumerated  (un¬ 
known  to  me)  Ihould  now  be  dead,  or 
Ihould  die  before  me,  that  in  either  of 
thefe  cafes,  the  heirs  of  fuch  deceafed 
perfons  ftiall,  notwithftanding,  derive 
all  the  benefits  of  the  bequeft,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  he  orlhe  was  actually 
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living  at  the  time  ;  and  by  way  of  ad¬ 
vice  I  recommend  it  to  my  Executors 
not  to  be  precipitate  in  difpofing  of  the 
landed  property  therein  dire&ed  to  be 
fold,  if,  from  temporary  caufes,  the  fale 
thereof  Ihould  be  dull,  experience  hav¬ 
ing  fully  evinced  that  the  price  of  land 
(efpecially  above  the  falls  of  the  rivers, 
and  on  the  weftern  waters)  hare  beea 
progrellively  riling,  and  cannot  be  long 
checked  in  its  encreafing  value.  And  I 
particularly  recommend  it  to  fuch  of  the 
Legatees  (under  the  claufe  of  my  will) 
as  can  make  it  convenient,  to  take  each 
a  fhare  of  my  flock  in  the  Potomac 
Company,  in  preference  to  the  amount 
of  what  it  might  fell  for,  being  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced  myfelf,  that  no  ufes 
to  which  the  money  can  be  applied  will 
be  fo  productive  as  the  tolls  arifing  from 
this  navigation  when  in  full  operation, 
(and  this,  from  the  nature  of  things,  it 
mull  be  ere  long),  and  more  efpecially 
if  that  of  the  Shenandoah  is  added 
thereto. 

The  Family  Vault  at  Mount  Vernon 
requiring  repairs,  and  oe'fcig  improperly 
fituated  befides,  I  defire  that  a  new  one 
of  brick,  upon  a  larger  Scale,  may  be 
built  at  the  foot  of  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Vineyard  Inclofure,  on  the 
ground  which  is  marked  out;  in  which 
nry  remains,  with  thofe  of  my  deceafed 
relations  (now  in  the  old  vault)  and  fuch. 
others  of  my  family  as  may  ciaufe  to  be 
entombed  there,  may  be  depofited.  And 
it  is  my  exprefs  defire  that  my  corpfe 
may  be  interred  in  a  private  manner, 
without  parade  or  funeral  oration. 

Laftly,  I  conftitute  and  appoint  my 
dearly  beloved  wife  Martha  Walhing- 
ton,  my  nephews  William  Auguftine 
Wafhington,  Bulhrod  Walhington, 
George  Steptoe  Walhington,  bainuel 
Walhington,  and  Lawrence  Lewis,  and 
my  ward  George  Walhingtun  Park 
Cuftis  (when  he  lhall  have  ai  rived  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years),  Executrix 
and  Executors  of  this  W;u  anu  Tfcs- 
T  AMENT. 

In  Witness  of  all,  and  each  of 
the  things  herein  contained,  [ 
have  fet  my  hand  and  feal,  this 
ninth  day  of  July,  in  tne  year 
one  thou  land  feven  hundred  and 
ninety - *,  and  of  the  Inde¬ 

pendence  of  the  United  States  the 
twenty  fourth. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

(Seal) 


It  appears  the  Teftator  omitted  the  word  Nine. 


(  3«9  ) 


STATE  PAPERS. 

f 


CONVENTION  BETWEEN  THE  FRENCH 
REPUBLIC  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA. 

he  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
People,  and  the  Prelident  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  being  equally  c{eli- 
rous  of  terminating  the  difficulties 
which  have  occurred  between  the  two 
Nations,  have  relpe£tively  named  their 
Plenipotentiaries,  and  have  given  them 
full  powers  to  bring  thofe  differences 
to  an  end,  viz.  the  Firft:  Conful,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  People,  has  ap¬ 
pointed,  as  Plenipotentiaries  on  the 
part  of  the  Republic,  Jofeph  Bonaparte, 
Ambalfador  from  France  to  Rome,  and 
Counlellor  of  State  ;  C.  P.  C.  Fleurieu, 
Member  of  the  National  Inftitute,  and 
of  the  Office  of  Longitude  in  France, 
and  Counfeller  of  State  ;  and  P.  L. 
Rcederer,  Member  of  the  Inftitute, 
Counfellor  of  State,  and  Prelident  of 
the  Section  of  the  Interior.  The  Pre¬ 
lident  oi  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  and  with  the  eonfent  of  the  Senate, 
has  named,  as  Plenipotentiaries,  Oliver 
Eilfworth,  Chief  Jultice  of  the  United 
States  ;  W.rR.  Davis,  ci-devant  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Carolina  ;  and  W.  V.  Murray, 
Minifter  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Hague. 

Thefe  Minifters,  after  having  ex¬ 
changed  their  refpe&ive  powers,  and 
alter  a  long  and  mature  difcuffioij, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  articles, 
viz. 

Art.  I.  There  (hall  be  a  firm,  invio¬ 
lable,  and  general  Peace,  between  all 
the  lubjerts  of  the  United  States,  and 
ot  *he  French  Republic. 

II.  The  Minifters  of  the  two  Con-  , 

tracing  Powers  not  being  able  at  pre- 
fent  to  agree  with  refpect  to  the  Treaty 
of  Alliance  of  February  6,  1778,  or  to 
the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
and  the  Convention,  dated  November 
1+,  1788,  or  with  regard  to  the  indem¬ 
nities  due  or  claimed,  thefe  points  are 
referred  for  further  difcuffion,  and 
thefe  Treaties  are  to  be  confidered  for 
the  prelent  as  of  no  effect.  The  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two  nations  are,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  be  regulated  in  the 
manner  following,  viz.  • 

III.  The  National  veffels  taken  on 


either  fide,  or  which  (hall  be  taken  be-, 
fore  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications, 
(hall  immediately  be  reftored. 

IV.  Tne  property  captur;  d,  and  not 
yet  condemned,  or  which  fhall  be  taken 
before  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications, 
excepting  contraband  merchandize  dei- 
tined  fo-  an  enemy’s  port,  fliall  be  mu¬ 
tually  reftored,  on  the  following  proofs 
being  made  of  the  properry,  to  wit  : 

On  each  part,  the  proof  of  the  pro  ¬ 
perty  relative  to  merchant  veffels, 
armed  or  unarmed,  (hall  be  a  paffport, 
couched  in  the  following  manner  : 

“  To  dll  whom  it  may  concern,  be 
it  known,  that  faculty  and  permiffion 

has  been  granted  to - ,  Malter  or 

Commander  of  the  Ihip  called - , 

of  the  town  of - ,  of  the  burthen 

of - ,  at  prefent  in  the  harbour  of 

- — ,  bound  for - ,  and  laden 

with - :  That  this  veffel  having 

been  infpefted  by  the  proper  Officers, 
previous  to  her  failing,  the  Mailer  has 
made  oath  that  the  cargo  is  the  property 

of  one  or  more  fubjefls  of  - ■ —  ; 

that  he  fliall  obferve  all  the  maritime 
ul'age  and  regulations,  and  provide  him- 
lelf  with  an  attefted  lift  of  the  crew 
(Role d' Equipage),  with  their  names,  fir- 
names,  places  of  birth,  and  alfo  of  the 
paffengers,  who  are  not  to  be  admitted 
withoutlicence  from  the  Officersabove- 
mentioned.  That  this  paffport  fhall  be 
exhibited  at  every  port  where  he  may 
touch  to  the  proper  Officers,  he,  the 
Mailer,  making  to  them  a  faithful 
report  of  all  that  has  occurred  during 
his  voyage,  he  bearing  alfo  the  arms 
and  enfigns  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  French  Republic.  In  teftimony 
of  this,  we  have  figned  thefe  prelents, 
have  caufed  them  to  be  counterfigned, 
and  put  thereto  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

Given  in  the - year  of  Grace,  the 

- day  of - ” 

This  paffport  fhall  ofitfelfbe  fuffi- 
cient,  notwithllanding  any  previous 
regulation.  It  need  not  be  recalled  or 
renewed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year. 

With  refpeft  to  the  cargo,  the  proofs 
(hall  be  contained  in  the  certificates 
figned  by  the  Officers  of  the  place  from 
which  the  veffel  takes  her  departure. 
If  thefe  certificates  fliall  be  deftroyed 
by  accident,  or  taken  away  by  force, 
tiien  the  defeft  is  to  be  i'upplied  by  the 

means 
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means  refolded  to  by  the  general  ufage 
of  nations. 

From  the  National  veflels,  not  mer¬ 
chantmen,  no  other  proof  fhall  be  re¬ 
quired  than  the  (hewing  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  comraiffions. — This  Article  is 
to  have  effedt  from  the  date  of  the  pre- 
lent  Convention — If  property  (hall  be 
condemned  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of 
this  Convention,  on  or  before  its  fti- 
pulations  are  known,  it  (ltall  be  imme¬ 
diately  reflored. 

V.  Any  debts  contradfed  between  the 
two  Nations,  or  between  individuals, 
(hall  be  recoverable  as  if  no  mifunder- 
ftanding  had  taken  place.  This  article, 
however,  does  not  extend  to  any  in¬ 
demnities  claimed  on  either  fide. 

VI.  The  Commerce  between  the  two 
Nations  (hall  be  free.  Their  veflels 
and  prizes  (hall  be  treated  in  their 
(eve ml  ports  with  all  the  refpedt  which 
is  due  to  the  molt  favoured  Nation. 

VII.  The  fubjedts  of  the  United 
States  in  France  (hall  have  the  power 
of  difpofing  of  their  property  by  will, 
and  the  French  fubjedts  in  America 
lhall  enjoy  the  fame  privilege.  The 
heirs  of  perfons  inteftate  (hall  inherit 
without  being  under  the  ncceflity  of 
taking  out  letters  of  naturalization, 
and  without  any  tax  or  import:  what¬ 
ever. 

VIII.  It  is  agreed, that  ifWar  (hould 
break  out  between  the  two  Nations, 
the  Merchants  and  Citizens,  on  either 
(ide,  (h  11  be  allowed  (ix  months  to 
withdraw  their  perfons  and  their  pro¬ 
perty,  without  let  or  moleftation.  They 
lhall  alfo  be  furniflied  with  the  necef- 
fary  paflTports  to  enable  them  to  return 
in  fafety  to  their  rel'pedtive  countries. 

IX.  The  debts  due  from  individuals 
toeich  other,  (hall  not,  in  confequence 
of  any  national  dilpute,  be  liable  to 
confifcation  or  fequeftration.  This 
article  compriles  equally  their  property 
in  public  or  private  funds. 

X.  The  two  Contradting  Parties  lhall 
have  the  power  of  naming  Commercial 
Agents  to  refide  in  America  or  in 
France  for  the  protedlion  of  trade. 
Thefe  Agents,  when  formally  indudted 
into  their  functions,  (hall  enjoy  all 
rights  and  prerogatives  equally  with 
thefe  of  the  mort  favoured  nations. 

XI.  The  Citizens  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  (hall  not  pay  in  tlie  cities,  har¬ 
bours,  & c.  of  America,  any  duties  or 
invv-.fls  beyond  the  fubjedts  ofthemoft 
favoured  nations.  They  (hall  alfo  have 
the  fame  privileges  to  tiade  and  navi¬ 


gate.  The  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges 
in  every  part  of  the  French  territories 
in  Europe. 

XII.  The  Citizens  of  the  two  Repub¬ 
lics  mall  be  authorifed  to  trade,  and  to 
convey  their  veflels  and  merchandize 
(contraband  goods  excepted),  in  the 
port  of  an  enemy,  and  from  one  ene¬ 
my's  port  to  another,  unlel'sthey  lhould 
be  in  a  ftate  of  blockade.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  every  veflel  (hall  be  obliged  to 
change  her  deftination,  but  vvithout 
being  fubjedl  to  any  detainment  or 
confifcation  of  her  cargo  (contraband 
goods,  as  above,  excepted).  Veflels  of 
either  nation  being  in  an  hoftile  port 
before  a  blockade  is  declared,  (ltall  be 
allowed  to  depart  at  diferetion. 

XIII.  Amongft  goods  to  be  reckoned 
contraband,  are  to  be  included  gun¬ 
powder,  fait  petre,  petards,  matches, 
balls,  bullets,  bombs,  grenades,  car- 
cales,  pikes,  halberts,  ("words,  fcab- 
bards,  piltols,  (addles  for  cavalry,  har- 
nefs,  cannon,  mortars,  and,  generally, 
all  iniiruments  of  war.  All  thefe  arti¬ 
cles  are  liable  to  confifcation,  but  the 
veflel  bearing  them  (hall  be  difeharged. 

XIV.  It  is  ftipulated  by  the  prefent 
Treaty,  tliat-  all  free  (hips  (hall  have 
full  liberty  of  trad  '.  By  fVee  lhips 
are  to  be  underftood  tliofe  veflels  which 
belong  to  either  nation,  even  if  the 
cargo  (hould  belong  either  wholly  01- 
in  pai  t  to  an  holtile  power.  This  free- 
donvis  to  be  extended  to  all  paflengers, 
excepting  only  military  .men,  adtually 
in  the  fervice  of  an  enemy. 

XV.  It  is  agreed,  on  the  contrary, 
that  all  property,  belonging  to  the  fub¬ 
jedts  of  either  country,  found  on  board 
an  holtile  veflel,  whether  contraband, 
prohibited,  or  not,  fhall  be  confifcated, 
with  the  exception  only  of  the  goods 
put  on  board  previous  to  a  declaration 
of  war,  or  the  knowledge  of  fuch  a  de¬ 
claration.  Two  months  are  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  on  each  fide  ;  after  which  the 
ignorance  of  fuch  a  declaration  is  not 
to  be  pleaded  or  accepted. 

XVI.  The  merchant  (hips belonging 
to  either  of  the  Contradting  Powers,  if 
parting  to  an  enemy’s  port,  and  if  their 
cargo  is  fuch  as  to  furnifh  grounds  of 
fulpicion,  (hall  be  obliged,  in  full  fea, 
to  exhibit  their  palfports  and  certifi¬ 
cates. 

XVII.  In  order  to  prevent  captures 
on  frivolous  fufpicions,  and  the  da¬ 
mages  which  may  refult  from  thence, 
it  is  agreed,  that  when  onejof  the  par¬ 
ties 


FOR 


t  es  lhall  be  at  war,  and  the  other  neu 
tral,  the  veffels  belonging  to  the  neu¬ 
tral  party,  provided  with  a  paffport  as 
defcribed  in  the  fourth  Article,  fliall 
be  allowed  to  pafs  without  moleltation. 
The  certificates  fliall,  however,  be  fo 
framed  as  to  Ihew  that  they  have  no 
articles  of  acontrabandnatureonboard. 
If  thefe  articles  ihould  fdfrm  the  fmaller 
part  of  the  cargo,  then  the  veffel,  on 
furrendering  them,  lhall  be  allowed  to 
proceed  upon  her  voyage.  If  a  veffel 
be  found  without  a  proper  certificate 
or  paffport  as  above,  then  the  circum- 
ltances  are  to  be  examined  by  the  pro¬ 
per  Tribunals.  if  the  Captain  ihould 
die  on  the  voyage,  his  fucceffor  lhall  be 
entitled  to  the  fame  immunities. 

XVIII.  It  the  veffels  of  either  na¬ 
tion  are  met  at  fea  by  a  ihip  of  war  or 
privateer,  the  latter  are  to  keep  out  of 
gun-lhot,  and  lhall  fend  their  boat  to 
the  other  with  no  more  than  two  or 
three  men.  Thefe  lhall  demand  to  lee 
the  paffport ;  but  on  no  account  lhall 
the  former  be  compelled  to  fend  on 
board  the  vifiting  veffel,  or  there  to 
make  any  exhibition  of  its  papers. 

XIX.  It  is  exprellly  ltipulated,  that 
thele  conditions,  to  be  oblerved  by 
vellels  at  fea,  relate  only  to  thofe  navi¬ 
gating  without  convoy.  If  they  navi¬ 
gate  with  convoy,  the  flag  lhall  in  every 
cafe  be  a  lufficient  protection,  even 
from  inlpeClion.  The  verbal  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Commandant,  that  thofe 
veffels  belong  to  his  nation,  and  that 
they  have  nothing  contraband  onboard, 
lhall  in  all  cafes  be  fufficient.  The  two 
parties  reciprocally  engage  themfelves 
not  to  take  under  their  convoy  goods 
either  contraband  or  defined  to  an  hof- 
tile  port. 

XX.  If  veffels  (hould  be  taken  or 
flayed  under  any  pretext  of  conveying 
contraband  goods,  the  captor  fliall  give 
a  receipt  for  the  lliip’s  papers,  with  an 
annexed  lift  of  the  fame.  He  is  not 
allowed  to  break  open  any  chefts, 
trunks,  or  cafes,  or  to  remove  any  part 
of  the  cargo,  unlefs  in  the  prefence  of 
the  competent  Officers. 

XXI.  To  prevent  any  damage  to  the 
fhip  or  cargo,  it  is  refpettively  agreed, 
that  the  Owner,  Captain,  or  Super¬ 
cargo,  fliall  remain  on  board  until  the 
proceedings  refpefting  the  captured 
veffel  be  ultimately  decided.  The  Offi¬ 
cers,  in  the  mean  time,  are  not  to  be 
deprived  of  their  property,  nor  the 
crews  to  be  ill-treated-  The  property 
of  the  Captain,  the  Supercargo,  and  the 
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v  fecond  in  command,  is  allowed  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  500  dollars,  and  on  the  part  of 
the  failors  and  pall'engers  to  100  dollars 
each. 

XXII.  In  every  cafe  of  difpute,  the 
matter  is  to  be  judged  by  the  eitabliffied 
tribunals  of  each  country,  the  judgment 
of  which  is  to  be  definitive.  The  co¬ 
pies  of  the  arguments,  and  motives  of 
fuch  judgment,  to  be  delivered  to  either 
party  requiring  them,  on  payment  of 
the  ufual  expences. 

XXIII.  For  the  farther  lurety  of  the 
Citizens  of  the  two  Contra&ing  Par¬ 
ties,  the  crews  of  veffels  of  war  and 
privateers  are  bound  to  abflain  from 
every  injury  whatever,  and  to  inflidt 
no  infult  or  damage.  If  they  a£l  other- 
wife,  they  fliall  be  rqfponfible  with 
intereft.  For  the  better  fecurity  in 
tins  cafe,  every  Captain  of  a  privateer, 
before  receiving  his  commiffion,  is  to 
provide  fecurities  to  the  amount  of 
7000  dollars,  or  36,8zo  livres  ;  or  if  the 
veffel  be  manned  with  more  than  1  50 
failors,  to  the  amount  of  14,000  dollars, 
?r  7  3>6+°  livres,  to  repair  any  injuries 
inflicted  during  their  cruize,  and  in 
violation  of  the  terms  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion. 

XXIV .  If  the  veffels  of  war  of  either 
of  the  Contracting  Parties,  or  private 
fhips  of  war,  fhould  enter  the  ports  of 
each  other,  they  fliall  not  be  called  ■ 
upon  for  any  particular  taxes,  nor  lhall 
the  validity  of  the  capture  be  calLJ  in 
queftion  by  the  Judges  of  the  place. 
The  Officers  and  crews  of  fuch  veffels, 
fandlioned  by  a  proper  commiffion,  are 
on  no  account  to  be  detained  or  mo- 
lefted. 

_XXV.  No.  privateers  bearing  com- 
miffions  from  any  State  at  war  with 
either  of  the  Contracting  Powers,  fliall 
be  allowed  to  arm  or  to  provide  them- 
felves,  or  to  difpofe  of  their  prizes,  in 
any  port  refpeftively  belonging  to  them. 

_XXVI.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  no 
pirate  lhall  be  received  in  their  ports, 
roads,  or  harbours,  and  that  no  protec¬ 
tion  or  affiftance  fliall  be  given  to  them 
by  the  fubjedls  of  the  relpedti  ve  Powers . 
All  property  piratically  l'eized  fliall  be 
immediately  reltored  to  the  authorized 
agents  of  both  countries. 

XXVII.  Neither  of  the  two  Nador.j 
fliall  infringe  on  the  Filheries  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  other,  or  which  either  m:.y 
acquire  on  the  Coaft  of  Newfoundland, 
in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  or.elfe- 
where  on  the  Coalts  of  America,  to  the 
North  of  the  United  States.  The  Whale 
£  b  ja  z  Fiftiery 


Fifhery,  and  that  of  the  Sea  Calf,  (hall, 
however,  be  free  to  the  two  Nations  in 
every  part  of  the  world. 

This  Convention  flrall  be  ratified  in 
due  form,  and  the  ratifications  ihall  be 
exchanged  in  fix  months,  or  fooner  if 
poflible.  In  faith  of  which  the  feveral 
Plenipotentiaries  have  figned  their 
names  to  the  Articles  above  cited  in 
the  French  and  Englifh  languages.  J1 
Done  at  Paris,  September  30,  1800.  J 
(Signed) 

J.  Bokaparte.  O.  Elt.sworth. 

C.  P.Fleurteu.  W.  R.  Davis. 

P.  L.  Roederer.  W.  V.  Murray. 

(A  true  Copy.)  C.  M.  Talleyrand. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  OF  MR.  KING,  THE" 
AMERICAN  MINISTER,  WITH  LORD 
HAWKESBURV. 

Great  Cumber  land- place,  March  13, 
My  Lord,  i8ci. 

he  decree  of  the  Vice  Admiralty- 
Court  of  NafTau,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed*,  condemning  the  cargo  of 
an  American  veflel  going  from  the  United 
States  to  a  port  in  the  Spanifh  colonies, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  articles  of 
innocent  merchandife  compofing  the  fame, 
though  bona  fide  neutral  property,  were  of 
the  growtli  of  Spain,  having  been  fanc- 
tioned,  and  the  principles  extended  by 
the  Prize  Courts  of  the  Britifli  illands, 
and  particularly  by  the  Court  of  Jamaica, 
has  been  deemed  fulhcient  authority  to 
the  commanders  of  the  fhips  of  war  and 
privateers  cruifing  in  thofe  leas,  to  fall 
upon  and  capture  all  Ameiican  veffcls 
bound  to  an  enemy’s  colony,  and  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  any  article  of  the  growth  or 
nianufaflure  of  a  nation  at  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

Thefe  captures,  which  are  vindicated 
by  what  is  termed  the  belligerent’s  right 
to  diftrefs  his  enemy  by  interrupting  the 
fupplies  which  his  habits  or  convenience 
may  require,  have  produced  the  ftrongeli 
and  molt  ferious  complaints  among  the 
American  merchants,  who  have  feen, 
with  indignation,  a  reafon  adigned  for 
the  capture  and  confifcation  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  which  is  totally  disregarded  in  the 
open  trade  carried  on  between  the  Britilh 
and  Spanifh  colonies,  by  Britilh  and  Spa- 
rilh  lubjefls,  in  the  very  articles,  the 
fupply  of  which,  by  neutral  merchants, 
is  unjuftly  interrupted. 

The  law  of  nations,  acknowledged 
in  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  allows  the  goods  of 


an  enemy  to  be  lawful  prize,  and  pro. 
nounces  thofe  of  a  friend  to  be  free. 

Whillt  the  United  States  take  no  mea* 
fures  to  abridge  the  rights  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  as  a  belligerent,  they  are  bound  ter 
refill,  with  firmnefs,  every  attempt  to 
extend  them,  at  the  expence  of  the  equally 
incontelfible  rights  of  nations,  whicli  find 
their  intereft  and  duty  in  living  in  peace 
with  the  rett  of  the  world. 

So  long  as  the  antient  law  of  nations 
is  obferved,  which  protects  the  inno¬ 
cent  merchandife  of  neutrals,  while  it 
abandons  to  the  belligerent  the  goods  of 
his  enemy,  a  plain  rule  exilts,  and  may 
be  appealed  to,  to  decide  the  rights  of 
peace  and  war;  the  belligerent  has  no 
better  authority  to  curtail  the  rights  of 
the  neutral,  than  the  neutral  has  to  do 
the  like  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
belligerent ;  and  it  is  only  by  an  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  antient  code,  and  the  rejeftion 
of  modern  gloffes,  that  fixed  and  precife 
rules  can  be  found,  defining  the  rights, 
and  regulating  the  duties  of  independent 
Hates. 

This  fubjeft  is  of  fuch  importance, 
and  the  efl'ential  interefts  of  the  United 
States,  whofe  policy  is  that  of  peace, 
are  fo  deeply  affefted  by  the  doftrines 
which,  during  the  prefent  war,  have  been 
fet  up,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  rights  of 
belligerents,  at  the  expence  of  thofe  of 
neutrals,  that  I  fhall,  without  lof's  of 
time,  f'ubmit  to  your  Lordfhip’s  confe¬ 
deration  fuch  farther  refie£lions  refpeff- 
ing  the  fame,  as  its  great  importance 
appears  to  demand. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  decifions 
referred  to  cannot,  from  the  unavoidable 
delay  which  attends  the  profecution  of 
appepls,  be  fpeedily  reverled,  and  as  the 
effeid  of  thofe  decrees  will  continue  to  be 
theunjult  and  ruinous  interruption  of  the 


*  In  the  cafe  of  the  American  brigantine  Leopard,  Ropes,  mailer,  laden  in  part 
with  Malaga  wines.  The  cargo,  fo  far  as  it  confided  of  wines,  though  regularly 
imported  intothe  United  States,  was  condemned  by  Judge  Ken  fa  I,  20th  October,  igoo, 
“  the  fame  being  produ&ions  of  the  Spanish  Territory  in  Europe,  and  bound  to  the 
tranl'atlantic  parts  of  that  Empire.” 
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American  commerce  in  the  Weft  India 
leas,  it  is  my  duty  to  require  that  precife 
inftruftions  /hall,  without  delay,  be  dif- 
patched  to  the  proper  officers  in  the  Weft 
Indies  and  Nova  Scotia,  to  con-eft  the 
abufes  which  have  arifen  out  of  thefe  ille¬ 
gal  decrees,  and  put  an  end  to  the  de¬ 
predations  which  are  wafting  the  lawful 

don"161"06  °f  3  peaceabIe  and  f'nendly  na- 

With  great  con/ideration  and  refpeft, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
our  Lord/hip's  molt  obedient,  and 
Moft  humble  fervant, 

,  „  RUFUS  KING. 

■Lora  Hawke/bury ,  &V.  fsfc. 

Downing-Jlreet ,  April  u,  ,801. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
iece.pt  of  your  letter  of  the  13  th  of  laft 
inonth,  and  to  inform  you,  that  in  con- 
iequence  of  the  reprefentation  contained 
1"  1.t’  a  letter  has  been  written,  by  his 
Majefty  s  command,  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to  the  Lords  Com- 
mifhoners  of  the  Admiralty  ;  a  copy  of 
which  I  herewith  inclofe  to  you  for  the 
information  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth 

_SiR,  ’ 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant 
(Signed)  HAWKESBURY. 
Rufus  King,  Efq.  &V. 
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n*®^ertef  hiS  Catho^  Majefiy’s 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Conful 
General,  Conluls  and  Vice-Confuls  refid- 
ins;  in  the  different  diftriils  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  prdcribing 
fuch  rules  as  are  necefory  to  be  obferved 
by  the  merchants  and  others  trading  to 
the  .(land  of  Cuba,  that  all  fhippers  of 
goods  or  merchandife  deftined  to  any  of 
laid  ports,  betore  obtaining  the  Conful’s 
certificate,  fhall exhibit  to  a  Notary  Pub¬ 
lic  feparate  invoices  of  the  different  (flip¬ 
py  r.s’,  and  de.clare>  upon  oath,  that  the 
artic.es  fo  Clipped  are  not  compofed  of 
cotton  or  Britifli  produce,  growth,  or 
manufacture,  now  deemed  prohibited  to 
the  ports  of  the  faid  ifland  of  Cuba ;  and 
that  for  the  future  the  certificates  given 
by  the  Conlul  will  be  annexed  at  the  foot 
ot  each  invoice,  alcertaining  the  amount 

io  Hupped  ;  and  unJefs  the  invoices  are 
complete,  fuch  certificate  cannot  be  giants 
ed.  & 

^  o'  DON  JUAN  STOUGHTON, 
Bojlon,  Aug.  10,  1 801. 
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AMERICAN  CONGRESS.  'V.  ^ 

0N  the  22d  of  November,  the  Preli- 
dent  of  the  United  States  met  both 
Houles  in  the  new  city  of  Wafhington, 
and,  being  feated  in  the  Senate  Cham¬ 
ber,  delivered  the  following  Speech 

“Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  lioufe  of  Keprefentatives, 
Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of 
Congrefs,  at  their  Jaft  Seffion  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  I  gave  direftions,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  laws,  for  the  removal 
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of  the  public  offices,  records,  and  pro¬ 
perty.  Tliele  directions  have  been  exe¬ 
cuted  and  the  public  officers  have  fmee 
refided  and  conduced  the  ordinary 
b.dmefs  of  the  Government  in  this 
fClCeTV~{  congratulate  the  people  of 
the  Unned  States  on  the  affembline 
ot  Congrefs  at  the  permanent  feat  of 
their  Government,  and  I  congratulate 
you  Gentlemen,  on  the  profpeel  of 
a  rehdence  not  to  be  changed.  Al¬ 
though  there  is  caufe  to  apprehend 
that  acommodations  are  not  now  fo 

complete 
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cmnptete  as  might  be  wiffied,  yet^thofe  improvenrenfi^hich  may  have 

there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  i . ’  •  llave 


there  is  great  realon  to  believe  that 
this  inconvenience  will  ceafe  with  the 
prelent  feffion. — It  would  be  unbe¬ 
coming  the  Reprefentatives  of  this 
Nation  to  aflemble,  for  the  firll  time, 
in  this  folemn  temple,  without  looking 
up  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Uni° 
verfe,  and  imploring  his  bleding.  May 
this  territory  be  the  reiidence  of  virtue 
and  happinefs  !  In  this  city  may  that 
piety  and  virtue,  that  wifdom  and  mag¬ 
nanimity,  that  conltancy  and  felf-o-o- 
vernment,  which  adorned  the  great 
character  whofe  name  it  bears,  be  for 
ever  held  in  veneration  I  Here,  and 
throughout  our  country,  may  fimple 
manners,  pure  morals,  and  true  reli¬ 
gion,  flourilh  for  ever  !  It  is  with  you, 
Gentlemen,  to  conlider  whether  the 
local  powers  over  the  diflritt  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  veiled  by  the  Conllitution  in 
the  c°ngrefs  of  the  United  States, 
mall  be  immediately  exercifed.  If, 
la  your  opinion,  this  important  trull 
ought  now  to  be  executed,  you  cannot 
rail,  while  performing  it,  to  take  into 
view  the  future  probable  fituation  of 
the  territory,  for  the  happinefs  of 
which  you  are  about  to  provide.  You 
will  conlider  it  as  the  capital  of  a 
great  nation,  advancing  with  unexam¬ 
pled  rapidity  in  arts,  in  commerce,  in 
wealth, and  in  population, and  pofleffing 
within  itfelf  thole  energies  and  re- 
fources,  which,  it  not  thrown  away, 
or  lamentably  mifdirected,  lecure  to  it 
a  long  courfe  of  profperity  and  felf- 
government.  In  compliance  with  a 
law  ot  the  lalt  Seliion  ol  Congrefs,  the 
officers  and  loldiers  of  the  temporary 
army  have  been  dilcharged.  It  alfords 
real  pleafure  to  recolleft  the  honour¬ 
able  tellimony  they  gave  of  the  patrio¬ 
tic  motives  which  brought  them  into 
the  fervice  of  their  country,  by  the 
leadineis  and  regularity  with  which 
they  returned  to  the  ftation  of  private 
citizens.  It  is,  in  every  point  of  view, 
ot  luch  primary  importance  to  carry 
the  laws  into  prompt  and  faithful  exe¬ 
cution,  and  to  render  that  part  of 
the  adminilt  ration  of  jullice,  which 
the  Conllitution  and  laws  devolve  on 
the  federal  courts,  as  convenient  to 
the  people,  as  may  con  fill  w  ith  their 
prefent  circumftances,  that  I  cannot 
omit  once  more  to  recommend  to  your 
lei  ious  confideration  the  judiciary  fyf. 
tern  of  the  United  States.  No  lubjeft 
is  more  interring  than  this  to  the 
public  happinefs,  and  to  none  can 


been  fuggefled  by  experienced 
beneficially  applied.— A  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  with  the  King  of  Pruffia 
has  been  concluded  and  ratified.  The 
ratifications  have  been  exchanged,  and 
I  have  directed  the  treaty  to  be  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  proclamation.— The  diffi¬ 
culties  which  fufpended  the  execution 
of  the  6th  article  of  our  treaty  of 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  with 
Cjieat  Britain,  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ni°Ted'  J1";  negotiation  on  this  fub- 
Jedl  is  ftill  depending.  As  it  mu  ft 
be  for  the  interefl  and  honour  of 
both  nations  to  adjuft  this  difference 
with  good  faith,  I  indulge  confidently 
the  expectation,  that  the  fincere  en¬ 
deavours  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  bring  it  to  an  ami¬ 
cable  termination,  will  not  be  difap- 
pointed.  The  Envoys  Extraordinary, 
and  Minillers  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
Unued  States  to  France,  were  received 
by  the  Full  Conful  with  that  re/pect 
due  to  their  character,  and  three  per- 
lons  with  equal  powers  were  appointed 
to  treat  with  them.  Although  at  the 
date  of  the  lall  official  intelligence  the 
negotiation  had  not  terminated,  yet  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  our  efforts  to  effeCl 
an  accommodation  will  at  lenoah  meet 
with  a  fuccefs  proportioned  to  the  fin- 
cerity  with  which  they  have  been  fo 
often  repeated.— While  our  bell  en¬ 
deavours  for  the  prefervation  of  har¬ 
mony  with  all  nations  will  continue 
to  be  ufed,  the  experience  of  the  world 
—our  own  experience— admonifh  us  of 
the  mfecunty  of  trufling  too  confi¬ 
dently  to  their  fuccefs.  We  cannot, 
without  committing  a  dangerous  ini 


■  O'  o'"*  Jill- 

prudence,  abandon  thole  meafures  of 
felf-proteCtion ,  which  are  adapted  to 
our  fituation,  and  to  which,  notwith* 
handing  our  pacific  policy,  the  vio¬ 
lence  and  injuftice  of  others  may  again 
compel  us  to  refort.  While  our  vail 
extent  ol  fea-coaft,  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  habits  of  our  people,  the 
great  capital  they  will  continue  to  trull 
on' the  ocean,  fuggeft  the  fy Item  of  de¬ 
fence  which  will  be  moil  beneficial 
to  ourfelves — our  diftance  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  our  refource  for  maritime 
fliength,  will  enable  us  to  employ  it 
with  e lit 6t .  Seafonable  and  fyllematic 
arrangements,  fo  far  as  our  relources 
Will,  juftify,  for  a  navy  adapted  to  de- 
fenfive  war,  and  which  may,  in  cafe  of 
necelfity,  be  quickly  brought  into  life, 
feem  to  be  as  much  recommended  by  a 
^  z  wife 
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wife  and  true  economy,  as  by  a  juft  re-' 
gard  for  our  future  tranquillity,  lor  the 
fafety  of  our  fhores,  and  for  the  proteflion 
ot  our  ]>roperty  committed  to  the  ocean. 
The  preient  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
called  fuadenly  into  exi/tence  by  a  great 
national  exigency,  has  railed  us  in’  our 
own  elteem,  and  by  the  proteftion  af- 
forded  to  our  commerce  has  effected,  to 
fhe  extent  of  our  expefiations,  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  created.  In  connexion 
with  a  Navy,  ought  to  be  contemplated 
the  fortification  ot  lome  of  our  principal 
lea  ports  and  harbours.  A  variety  of 
con  federations,  which  will  readily  fudged 
them  hives,  urge  an  attention  to  this  mea- 
1  ure  of  precaution.  To  give  fecurity  to 
our  principal  ports,  confiderable  fums 
have  already  been  expended  ;  hut  the 
works  remain  incomplete.  It  is  for 
Congie.'s  to  determine  whether  addi¬ 
tional  appropriations  fliall  be  made,  in 
cider  to  render  competent  to  the  intended 
purpcfes  the  fortifications  which  have 
been  commenced.  The  manufacture  of 
arms  within  the  United  States  If  ill  invites 
the  attention  o<  the  National  Legiflature. 
At  a  confiderable  expence  to  the  public, 
this  manutaifory  has  been  brought  to  fuch 
a  ftate  cf  maturity,  as,  with  continued 
encouragement,  will  fuperfede  the  necef. 
hty  of  future  importations  from  foreign 
countries.  ° 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
lentatives,  I  fhall  direft  the  effimates  of 
tlie  appropriations  necelfary  for  the  en- 
luuig  year,  together  with  an  account  of 
the  public  revenue  and  expenditures,  to  a 
late  period,  to  be  laid  before  you.  I  ob- 
Itive  with  much  latisfaff ion,  that  the 
product  ot  therevenue,  during  the  prefent 
year,  has  been  more  confiderable  than 
during  any  former  equal  peiiod.  This 
lefult  affords  conclulive  evidence  of  the 
great  releurces  of  this  country,  and  ofthe 
v  ildom  and  efficiency  of  the  mealures 
w.uch  have  been  adopted  by  Congrefs, 

01  r,l5e  protection  of  commerce,  and  pre- 
iervaticn  of  public  credit. 

“  Gentlemen  ot  the  Senate,  and  Gen- 
t  cnien  of  the  Houle  ot  Eepi  efentatives, 
A  s  our  of  the  grand  community  ot  nations, 
our  attention  is  irrehitibly  diawn  to  the 
important  lcenes  which  iurround  us.  If 
they  have  exhibited  an  uncommon  portion 
or  calamity,  it  is  the  province  of  huma¬ 
nity  to  deplore,  and  ot  wildom  to  avoid 
the  cauics  whicn  may  have  produced  it, 
if,  turning  our  eyes  hcmewaid,  we  fird 
reaton  to  rejoice  at  the  prolpeft  which 
prefents  itfeif  $  if  we  perceive  the  interior 
of  our  country  prefpercus,  free,  and 
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happy  ;  if  all  enjoy  in  fafety,  under  the 
protection  of  Jaws  emanating  only  from 
tne  general  wi]J,  the  fruits  of  their  own 
labour,  we  ought  to  fortify  and  cling  to 
t  lole  inff  itutions,  which  have  been"  the 
fource  of  fuch  real  felicity,  and  refill, 
with  unabating  perfeverance,  the  progrefs 
ot  thole  dangerous  innovations,  which 
may  diminifli  their  influence.  To  your 
patnotilm,  Gentlemen,  has  been  confided 
the  honourable  duty  of  guarding  the 
public  interefts  ;  and  while  the  paft  is  to 
youi-country  a  lure  pledge  that  it  will  be 
faithfully  dilcharged,  permit  me  to  allure 
you,  that  your  labours  to  promote  the 
general  happinefs  will  receive  from  me 
tne  moft  zealous  co-operation.” 
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AMERICAN  CONGRESS. 

New  York,  March  $£-0 n  VVednef. 
d3y  Jaft  the  Prefident  took  the  oaths  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Conititution,  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  m  prelence  of  the  Senate,  the 
Members  of  the  Houle  of  Reprelinta- 
t.ves  Public  Officers,  and  a  large  con- 
courfe  of  Citizens,  previoufly  to  which 
he  delivered  the  following  Addrefs  :  — 

Friends  and  Felloiv  Citizens, 

r  ,,  "i,0n  to  underfake  the  duties 

of  the  fit'll  executive  office  of  our  coun- 
tiy,  I  avail  mylelf  of  the  prefence  of  that 
portion  of  my  Fellow  Citizens  whic  .  is 

thhant1fftmb  ld’  r°  eXi,re:'s  my  grateful 
thanks  for  the  favour  with  which  they 

have  been  plea  fed  to  look  towards  me,  to 
declare  a  hncere  confcioufnefs  that  the 
talk  is  above  my  talents,  and  that  I  ap¬ 
proach  it  with  thole  anxious  and  awful 
prelentiments,  which  the  greatnefs  of  the 
charge,  and  the  weaknefs  of  my  powers, 

,  A  riling  .a,!' fpS 
0ver  3  Wlde  and  fruitful  land,  traveling 
all  the  feas  with  the  rich  productions  of 
their  indullry ;  engaged  in  commerce 
with  nations,  who  feel  power  and  forget 
right,  advancing  rapidly  to  deltinies  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  mortal  eye ;  when  I  con¬ 
tent  plate  thefe  tranfeendant  objefls,  and 
lee  the  honour,  the  happinefs,  and  the 
hopes  of  this  beloved  Country,  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  ilTue,  and  the  anfpices  of  this 
day,  I  fhrink  from  the  contemplation, 
atid  humble  myfelf  before  the  magnitude 
of  the  undertaking.  Utterly,  indeed, 
mould  I  delpair,  did  not  the  prefence  of 
many  whom  I  here  fee,  remind  me,  that 
id  the  other  high  authorities  provided  by 
our  Conititution,  I  fhall  find  refources 
of  wifdom,  of  virtue,  and  of  zeal,  on 
which  to  rely  under  all  difficulties.  To 
vou  then,  Gentlemen,  who  are  charged 


with  thefovereign  fusions  of  legiflation, 
and  to  thole  allociated  with  you,  I  look 
with  encouragement  fop  that  guidance  and 
luppoi  t,  which  may  enable  us  to  fleer 
with  lafety  the  vefTel,  in  which  we  are 
all  embarked,  amidlt  the  conflifting  ele- 
ments  of  a  troubled  world.  & 

‘‘  During  thecontell  of  opinion  throuo-h 
wh.ch  we  have  palTed,  the  animation  of 
dilculfions  and  exertions  has  fometimes 
worn  an  alpea,  which  might  impofe 
on  Itrangers  umifed  to  think  freely,  and 

to  i peak  and  to  write  what  they  think  - 
but  this  being  now  decided  by  the  voice 
o  the  nation,  announced  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  conititution,  ail  will  of  courle 
atiange  themfel  ves  under  the  will  of  the 
Jaw,  and  unite  in  common  efforts  for  the 
common  good.  All  too  will  bear  in  mind 
this  lacied  principle,  that  though  the  will 
of  the  majority  is  in  all  cafes  to  prevail, 
that  will  to  be  rightful  muff  be  reafon- 
a  de  ;  that  the  minority  poffefs  their  equal 
hts,  which  equal  Jaws  muff  protect 
and  to  violate  would  be  opprefiion.  Let 

fs.  then  fellow  citizens,  unite  with  one 

heart  and  one  mind  ;  let  us  reftore  to 
locial  mtercourfe  that  harmony  and 
affeflion,  without  which  liberty,  and 
even  life  .tfelf,  are  but  dreary  things 
anu  let  us  reflea,  that  having  banilhed 
rom  our  land  that  religious  intolerance 
under  which  mankind  (o  long  bled  and 
iuffeied,  we  have  yet  gained  little  if  we 
countenance  a  political  intolerance,  as 
despotic  as  wicked,  and  capable  of  as 
bitter  and  bloody  perfecutions.  During 
the  hroes  and  convullions  of  the  ancient 
woild,  during  the  agonizing  fpalins  ot 
funated  man,  feeking  through  blood 
and  daughter  his  long  lolt  liberty,  it  was 
not  wonderful  that  the  agitation  of  the 
billows  fliouid  reach  even  this  dillant  and 

1  eaceful 
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peaceful  fhore— that  this  fhould  be  more-j*  what  more  is  neceffary  to  make  us  a  happy 

and  Aioi!m  ^  f°meand  lefs  ot“ers’  and  profperous  people  ?  Still  one  thinj 
and  fhould  divide  opinions  as  to  meafures  more,  fellow  citizens  ;  a  wife  and  frugal 


of  fafety ;  but  every  difference  of  opinion, 
is  not  a  difference  of  principle.  We  have 
called  by  different  names  brethren  of  the 
fame  principle.  We  are  all  Republicans 
— all  Federalifts.  If  there  be  any  among 
tis  who  would  wifh  to  dilfolve  this  union, 
or  to  change  its  republican  form,  let 
them  ftand  undifturbed  as  monuments  of 
the  fafety  with  which  error  of  opinion 
may  be  tolerated  where  reafon  is  left 
free  to  combat  it.  I  know,  indeed,  that 
fome  honelf  men  fear  that  a  Republican 
Government  cannot  be  itrong  ;  that  this 
Government  is  not  ftrong  enough.  But 
would  the  honeft  patriot,  in  the  full  tide 
of  fuccefsful  experiment,  abandon  a  Go¬ 
vernment  which  has  fo  far  kept  us  free 
and  firm,  on  the  theoretic  and  yifionary 
fear  that  this  Government,  the  world’s 
belt  hope,  may,  by  pollibility,  want 
energy  to  preferve  itfelf?  I  trull  not; 

I  believe  this,  on  the  contrary,  the 
ltrongeft  Government  on  earth.  I  believe 
it  the  only  one  where  every  man  at  the 
call  of  the  law  would  fly  to  the  ifandard 
of  the  law,  and  would  meet  invasions  of 
the  public  order,  as  his  own  perfonal  con- 
cern.  Sometimes  it  is  laid  that  man  can¬ 
not  be  trufted  with  the  government  of 
himfelf— Can  he  then  be  trufted  with  the 
government  of  others  ?  Or  have  we  found 
angels  in  the  form  of  Rings  to  govern 
him  ?  Let  hiftory  anfwer  the  queftion. 
Let  us  then  with  courage  and  confi¬ 
dence  purfue  our  own  federal  and  repub¬ 
lican  principles  ;  our  attachment  to  union 
and  reprefentatpve  government.  Kindly 
feparated  by  nature,  and  a  wide  ocean, 
from  the  exterminating  havoc  of  one 
quarter  of  the  globe,  too  high  minded 
to  endure  the  degradations  of  the  otheis  ; 
poffeffing  a  chofen  country,  with  room 
enough  for  our  defcendants  to  the  thou- 
fandth  and  thoufandth  generation  ;  enter¬ 
taining  a  due  fenfe  of  our  equal  right  to 
the  ule  of  our  own  faculties,  to  the  ac- 
quifition  of  our  own  indultry,  to  honour 
and  confidence  from  our  fellow  citizens, 
rel'ulting  not  from  birth,  but  from  our 
adions,  and  their  fenfe  of  them  ;  enlight¬ 
ened  by  a  benign  religion,  profeifed  indeed 
and  pradifed  in  various  fonns,  yet  all  of 
them  inculcating  honelfy,  truth,  tempe¬ 
rance,  gratitude,  and  the  love  of  man  ;  ac¬ 
knowledging  and  adoring  an  over-ruling 
Providence,  which,  by  all  its  dif'penfa- 
tions,  proves  that  it  delights  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  man  here,  and  his  greater  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter  ;  with  all  thele  blefTings, 
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government,  which  can  reflrain  men  from 
injuring  one  another,  fhall  leave  them 
otherwife  free  to  regulate  their  own  pur- 
fuits  of  indtiffry  and  improvement,  and 
fiiajl  not  take  from  the  mouth  of  labour 
thebiead  it  has  earned.  This  is  the  fuaa  of 
good  government;  and  this  is  neceffary  to 
clofe  the  circle  of  our  felicities. 

“  About  to  enter,  Fellow  Citizens,  on 
the  exeicife  of  duties  which  comprehend 
every  tiling  dear  and  valuable  to  you,  it 
is  proper  you  fhould  underfland  what  I 
deem  the  effential  principles  of  our  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  confequently  thofe  which 
ought  to  fhape  its  Adminiftration.  I 
will  comprefs  them  within  the  narrowed 
compafs  they  will  hear,  dating  the  gene¬ 
ral  piinciple,  but  not  all  its  limitations: 
equal  and  exad  judi'ce  to  all  men,  of  what¬ 
ever  (fate  or  perfuafion,  religious  or  po¬ 
litical  :  peace,  commerce,  and  honed 
friendfhip  with  all  nations  ;  entangling 
alliances  with  none  :  the  fupport  of  the 
State  Governments  in  all  their  rights,  as 
the  moil  competent  adminidration  for  our 
domeflic  concerns,  and  the  fared  bul¬ 
warks  againli  anti-republican  tendencies  . 
the  pref'ervation  of  the  general  govern¬ 
ment  in  its  whole  conftitutional  vigour 


as  the  fheet  anchor  of  our  peace  at  home 
and  fafety  abroad  :  a  jealous  care  of  the 
right  of  eledion  by  the  people:  a  mild 
and  fafe  corredive  of  abules  which  are 
lopped  by  the  l  word  of  revolution,  where 
peaceable  remedies  are  unprovided  :  abfo- 
Inte  acquielcence  in  the  decifions  of  the 
majority,  the  vital  principle  of  republics, 
from  which  is  no  appeal  but  to  foice, 
the  vital  principle  and  immediate  parent 
of  defpotilm  :  a  well  difciplined  militia, 
our  bed  reliance  in  peace,  and  for  the 
firfl  moments  of  war,  till  regulars  msy 
relieve  them  :  the  lupremacy  of  the  civil 
over  the  military  authority  :  economy  in 
the  public  expence,  that  labour  may  be 
lightly  burthened  :  tjie  honeft  payment  of 
our  debts,  ar.d  lacred  prefervation  of  the 
public  faith  :  encouragement  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  of  commerce,  as  its  handmaid  ; 
the  didufion  of  information,  and  arraign¬ 
ment  of  all  abufes  at  the  bar  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  realon  :  freedom  of  religion,  freedon; 
of  the  prefs,  and  freedom  of  the  perlon, 
under  protedion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  : 
and  trial  by  juries  impartially  feleded. 
Theie  principles  form  the  bright  conlfel- 
lation  which  has  gone  before  us,  and 
guided  our  deps  through  an  age  of  revo¬ 
lution  and  reformation.  The  wifdom  of 

al{ 


»Ii  our  %es,  and  Mood  of  our  heroes 

^  ”  d  be  the  creed  °f  our  political 

£  heKeXt,°f  Civic  inftruafon,  the 

ouchftone  by  which  to  try  the  fervices  of 

from  tT  tr”ft  5  and’  ftouid  we  wander 
from  them  in  moments  of  error,  or  of 

and^’  “I  haften  t0  retrace  our  fteps, 

peace  "Th"  ^  roa.d,wJlich  alone  leads  to 
peace,  liberty,  and  fafety. 

the*  *  Lhen’  bellow  Citizens,  to 

exDerPieLy°U  ha,ve.affig”ed  me.-  With 
tXZ'f  enTh  in  fubordi™te  offices 

Se!?Jft^,.th<r.du‘ffieuItieS  °fthis>  the 

fhai  v  -n a  ’  }  bave  learnt  to  expeft 
tha  n  Wlll  rarely  faI]  fo  the  Jot  Qf 

withfh  .  f°  -retlre  from  this  ftation 
With  the  reputation  and  the  favour  which 

ton  rhl!n  Vnt0  «•  Without  pretenfibns 
our  con^de'1ce  you  repofed  in 

rafter  ?"r  greate^  revolutionary  cha- 
enf;H|W|‘  Pre-eminent  fervices  had 
entitled  him  to  the  fir  ft  place  in  his 

f°"T'y  S  love>  and  deftinedPfor  him  the 

Idftolt  PragVnn  the  voiume  of  faithful 
y>  afk  fo  much  confidence  only 

fe*?ay,  S.1V5.  b'mnels  and  effeft  to  the 
legal  admimftration  of  your  affairs.  I 
/ball  often  go  wrong  through  defeft:  of 
judgment  i  when  right,  I  (hall  often  be 
thought  wrong  by  thole.  whole  pofitions 
w.U  not  command  a  view  of  the  whole 

fwn“nd'  1  a^-  y0ur  indulgence  for  my 
“1"  ,e*ror  which  will  never  be  inten- 

error  5  and  your  ^Pport  againft  the 

what  tl°f  who  may  condemn 

Darts  S  W°Uld  n0t  if  leen  in  al]  “* 
parts.  The  approbation  implied  by  your 

.V  fa^5s  15  3  great  confolation  to  me  for 
the  part,  and  my  future  folicitude  will  be 
°  retain  the  good  opinion  of  thofe  who 
have  bellowed  it  in  advance  ;  to  conciliate 
that  ot  others,  by  doing  them  all  the  good 
in  my  power,  and  to  be  inftrumentai  to 
the  happmefs  and  freedom  of  all. 

■Kelying,  then,  on  the  patronage  of 
your  good  will,  I  advance  with  obedience 
to  the  work,  ready  lo  retire  from  it  when¬ 
ever  you  become  fenfible  how  much  bet¬ 
ter  choice  it  is  in  your  power  to  make  ; 
and  may  that  infinite  Power,  which  rules 
the  deitinies  of  the  univerfe,  lead  our  coun- 
cils  to  what  is  beft,  and  give  them  a 
avourablc  iliue  for  your  peace  and  pros¬ 
perity.”  r 


'J  'OUl. 


mylord, 

Itranfmit  to  your  Lordftip  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  Vice  A  dm' 
.y  Court  of  N.fTau,  foot,™ '4  X 
cargo  of  an  American  vefTel  going  from 
tl>eUnited  States  to  a  port  in  fhe  Spa  ft 
Colonies  j  and  the  fa  id  decree  having 
been  referred  to  the  cooperation  of  thf 
King  s  Advocate  General,  your  Lord¬ 
ships  will  perceive  from  his  renorr 
extraa  from  which  I  inclofe,  that  it  is 
his  opinion,  that  the  fentpnce  of  the  Vice 
Admiralty  Court  is  erroneous,  and  found- 
ed  in  a  nufapprehenfion  dr  mifapp];cation 
of  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  decifion 
of  the  H.gh  Court  of  Admiralty  referred 
to  wuhout  attending  to  the  limitations 
theiem  contained. 

In  order,  therefore, to  put  a  flop  to  the 
inconvenience  arifing  from  thefe  errone! 
cus  fentences  of  the  Vice  Admiralty 
Couits,  I  ha  v  e  the  honour  to  fignify  to 
your  Lordfhips  the  King’s  pleafure,  diat 
*  com[riunication  of  the  doftiune  laid 
down  in  the  find  report  ftould  be  im¬ 
mediately  made  by  your  Lor^tfiips  to  the 

Site!  MddMgbi,n,te”ii  r"'“g 

■he  fubjefl  by  the  f„“  rttibu„al“Pf™ 
their  future  guidance  and  direftion. 

■  -  ’  i  am,  &c. 

ND- 

_  Admiralty \ 


THE  PRESIDENT  S  message  to  the 
CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
O’F  AMERICA.  ^0 

Tse  following  Meffage  was  delivered 
to  .  h c  71S’  t/leLPrelident’s  Secretary, 

the  CJefr*— r°f  the  H°ufc’  and  read  b/ 

.  December  8,  1801. 

find  circumftances  under  which  we 
find  our  elves  at  this  place,  rendering 
.nconven.ent  the  mode  heretofore  “8 
tdtd,  of  making  by  perfonal  addrefs  the 
/  c°mmunications  between  theLegifla- 
tive  and  Executive  branches,  I  have 
adopted  that  by  MelTage,  as  ufed  on  all 
fubfequent  cecal, ons  through  the  Self, on. 
In  do.ng  tins.  I  have  had%rincipal  re. 

fure  to  5e  COnvtnience  of  ‘he  legifia- 
ture,  to  the  economy  of  their  time,  to 

mm  J  'e  fr0m  the  embarraffment  of 

u  hiT  anl,WerS’  on  ‘'ubjefts  not  yet 
idly  before  them,  and  to  the  benefits 

Tn.r  re,ldtlnS  t0  the  Public  affairs.- 
J  rutfmg  that  a  proceedure.  founded  in 
hole  mouves,  will  meet  their  apProba- 
Mon,  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  Sir,  to 
commumcate  the  incloied  Meffage,  with 
the  documents  accompanying  itf  to  the 

Honourable  J 
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Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
and  pray  you  to  accept,  for  yourlelf  and 
them,  the  homage  of  my  high  refpedt  and 
confideration. 

rru  «■  ,  ™-  JEFFERSON. 

ibe  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  f 
of  Reprefentatives .  ^ 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives . 

It  is  a  circumftance  of  lincere  gratifica- 
tion  to  me,  that  on  meeting  the  Great 
Council  of  the  Nation,  I  am  able  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  them  on  grounds  of  realonable 
certainty,  that  the  wars  and  troubles 
which  have  for  fo  many  years  affliifed  our 
lifter  nations,  have  at  length  come  to  an 
end,  and  that  the  communications  of  peace 
and  commerce  are  once  more  opening 
among  them.  Whilft  we  devoutly  return 
thanks  to  the  Beneficent  Being  who  has 
been  plealed  to  breathe  into  them  the  fpirit 
ot  conciliation  and  forgivenefs,  we  are 
bound,  with  peculiar  gratitude,  to  be 
thankful  to  Him  that  our  own  peact^has 
been  preferved  through  fo  perilous  a  fea- 
fon,  and  ourleives  permitted  quietly  to 
cultivate  the  earth,  and  to  pra&ice  and 
improve  thole  arts  which  tend  to  encreafe 
our  comforts.  The  afl'urances,  indeed, 
of  friendly  difpofition  received  from  ail 
the  Powers  with  whom  we  have  principal 
relations,  had  infpired  a  confidence  that 
our  peace  with  them  would  not  have 
been  d i (l ur bed.  But  a  celfation  of  the 
irregularities  which  has  afflidcd  the  com¬ 
merce  of  neutral  nations,  and  of  the  irri¬ 
tations  and  injuries  produced  by  them, 
cannot  but  add  to  this  cohfidence  j  and 
lhengthens,  at  the  fame  time,  the  hope, 
that  wrongs  committed  on  unoffending 
friends,  under  a  prefTureof  circumstances, 
will  now  be  reviewed  with  candour,  and 
wi;l  beconfidered  as  founding j u ft  claims 
of  retribution  for  the  palt,  and  new  aflu- 
rances  for  the  future. 

Among  our  Indian  neighbours  alfo  a 
fpirit  of  peace  and  friendfhip  generally 
prevails,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you 
that  the  continued  efforts  to  introduce 
among  them  the  implements  and  practice 
of  hufbandr  y,  and  of  the  houfehold  arts, 
have  not  been  without  luccefs  :  that  they 
are  become  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the 
luperiority  of  this  dependance,  for  cloth¬ 
ing  and  lubfiilence,  over  the  precarious 
relources  of  hunting  and  fifhing  :  and 
already  we  are  able  to  announce  that, 
inltead  of  that  conffant  diminution  of 
their  numbers  produced  by  their  wars 
and  their  wants,  fome  of  them  begin  to 
experience  an  increafe  of  population. 


13? 

To  this  (late  of  general  peace,  with 
which  we  have  been  blefTed,  only  one 
exception  exifts.  Tripoli,  the  lead 
confiderable  of  the  Barbary  States,  had 
come  iorward  with  demands  unfounded 
either  in  right  or  in  compaft,  and  had 
permitted  itielt  to  denounce  war,  on  our 
failure  to  comply  before  a  given  day. 
The  (tyle  of  the  demand  admitted  but 
one  anfwer.  I  fent  a  fmall  Iquadron  of 
frigates  into  the  Mediterranean,  with 
aflurances  to  that  power  of  our  fincere 
defire  to  remain  in  peace  5  but  with  or¬ 
ders  to  protect  our  commerce  againft  the 
threatened  attack.  The  meafure°was  iea- 
fonable  and  falutary.  The  Dey  had 
already  declared  war  in  form.  His 
cruizers  were  out.  Two  had  arrived  at 
Gibraltar.  Our  commerce  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  was  blockaded  ;  and  that  of 
the  Atlantic  in  peril.  The  arrival  of 
our  iquadron  dilpelled  the  danger.  One 
of  the  Tripolitan  cruizers  having  fallen  in 
with  and  engaged  the  fmall  fehoonerEn- 
terprize,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ster- 
ret,  which  had  gone  out  as  a  tender  to 
our  larger  velfels,  was  captured,  after  a 
heavy  (laughter  of  her  men,  without  the 
Jols  of  a  lingle  one  on  our  part.  The 
bravery  exhibited  by  our  Citizens  on  that 
element,  will,  I  trait,  be  a  teifimony  to 
the  world,  that  it  is  not  a  want  of  that 
virtue  which  makes  us  feek  their  peace  ; 
but  a  conscientious  defire  to  direft  the 
energies  of  our  nation  to  the  multiplica¬ 
tion  of  the  human  race,  and  not  to  its 
definition.  Unauthoriled  by  the  Con¬ 
futation,  without  the  lanflion  of  Con- 
grefs,  to  go  beyond  the  line  of  defence, 
the  velfel  being  dilabled  trom  committing 
further  hofiilities,  was  liberated  with  its 
crew.  The  Legiflature  will  doubdefs 
confider  whether,  by  authoring  mea¬ 
sures  of  offence  alio,  they  will  place  our 
force  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of 
its  adversaries.  I  communicate  all  ma¬ 
terial  information  on  this  lubjedf,  that 
in  the  exercife  of  the  important  fundion, 
confided  by  the  Conihtution  to  the  Le¬ 
giflature  exclulively,  their  judgment  may 
form  itielt  on  a  knowledge  and  confidera¬ 
tion  ol  every  circumftance  of  weight. 

I  wilh  I  could  (ay  that  our  fituation 
with  ail  the  other  Barbary  States  was 
entirely  faiisfadlory.  Difcoveting  that 
fome  delays  had  taken  place  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  certain  articles  Itipulated  by 
11s,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  by  immediate 
meafu res  lor  fulfilling  them,  to  vindicate 
to  ourfeives  the  right  of  confidering  the 
effedl  of  departure  from  ftipulation  on 
their  fide.  From  the  papers  which  will 
T  a  be 
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be  laid  before  you,  you  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  whether  our  treaties  are  regarded 
by  them  as  fixing  at  all  the  mealure  of 
their  demands,  or  as  guarding,  again!! 
the  exercife  of  force,  our  veffels  within 
their  power  ;  and  to  confider  how  far  it 
will  he  fafe  and  expedient  to  leave  our 
affairs  with  them  in  their  prefent  pofture. 

I  lay  before  you  the  relult  of  the  cenfus 
lately  taken  of  our  inhabitants,  to  a  con¬ 
formity  with  which  we  ate  to  reduce  the 
enluing  rates  of  reprefentation  and  taxa¬ 
tion.  You  will  perceive  that  the  increafe 
of  numbets,  during  the  la(t  ten  years, 
proceeding  in  geometrical  ratio,  promiles 
a  duplication  in  little  more  than  twenty- 
two  years.  We  contemplate  this  rapid 
growth,  and  the  profpett  it  holds  up  to 
us,  not  with  a  view  to  the  injuries  it  may 
enable  us  to  do  to  others  in  fume  future 
day,  but  to  the  fettlement  of  the  extenlive 
country  (fill  remaining  vacant  within  our 
limits,  to  the  multiplication  of  men,  iul- 
ceptible  of  happinef's,  educated  in  the  love 
of  order,  habituated  to  felf  government, 
and  valuing  its  bleffings  above  all  price. 

Other  circumflar.ces  combined  with 
the  increafe  of  numbers  have  produced 
an  augmentation  of  revenue  arifing  fiom 
confumption,  in  a  ratio  far  beyond  that  of 
population  alone  ;  and  though  the  changes 
in  foreign  relations,  now  taking  place  lb 
defirably  for  the  whole  world,  may  for  a 
Baffin  affe£l  this  branch  of  revenue,  yet, 
weighing  all  probabilities  of \xpence,  as 
well  as  of  inccme,  there  is  reafor.ahle 
giound  of  confidence  that  we  may  now 
lately  di'penfe  with  all  the  internal  taxes, 
comprehending  exciles,  damps,  auftiors, 
licences,  carriages,  and  refined  lugars  : 
to  which  the  pollage  cn  newfpapers  may 
be  added  to  facilitate  the  progrel's  of  in¬ 
formation  :  and  that  the  remaining 
fources  of  revenue  will  be  fufficient  to 
provide  for  the  fupport  of  Government, 
to  pay  the  intereifs  of  public  debts,  and 
to  dilcharge  the  principals  in  Ihorter 
periodsthau  the  laws,  or  thegeneia!  ex¬ 
pectation,  had  contemplated.  War,  ir- 
deed,  and  untoward  tvent.-,  may  change 
this  profpef!  of  things,  and  call  for  the 
ex;  er.ces  which  the  imports  could  not 
meet.  But  found  principles  will  not 
juflify  our  taxing  the  indulfry  of  our 
fellow-citizens  to  accumulate  treafure  ter 
wars  to  happen  we  know  not  when,  and 
which  might  not,  perhaps,  happen,  but 
from  the  temptations  offered  by  that 
treafure. 

Thtfe  views,  however,  of  reducing 
our  burthens,  are  formed  on  the  expefta 
tiro,  that  a  fenfible,  and  at  the  fame 
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time  a  falutary  reduftion  may  take  place 
in  our  habitual  expenditures.  For  this 
purpofe,  thole  of  the  civil  government, 
the  army  and  navy,  will  need  revifal. 
When  we  confider  that  this  Government 
is  charged  with  the  external  and  mutual 
relations  only  of  thefe  States  ;  that  the 
States  themfelves  have  principal  care  of 
our  perfons,  our  property,  and  our  repu¬ 
tation  ;  conlfituting  the  great  field  of  hu¬ 
man  concerns,  we  may  well  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  our  organization  is  not  too  compli¬ 
cated,  too  expenfive  ;  whether  Offices  and 
Officers  have  not  been  multiplied  un- 
neceffarily,  and  fometimes  injurioully  to 
the  lervice  they  were  meant  to  promote. 

I  will  caufe  to  be  laid  before  you  an 
elfay  towards  a  ftatement  of  thofe  who, 
under  public  employment  of  various 
kinds,  draw  money  from  the  Treafury, 
or  from  our  Citizens.  Time  has  not  per¬ 
mitted  a  perte£\  enumeiatior,  the  ramifi¬ 
cations  of  office  being  too  multiplied  and 
remote  to  be  completely  traced  in  a  fit'll 
trial.  Among  thofe  who  a^e  dependent 
on  executive  diferetioo,  I  have  begun 
the  reduflion  of  what  was  deemed  un- 
neceflary.  The  expences  of  diplomatic 
agency  have  been  confiderably  diminifhed. 
The  in fpeflors  of  internal  revenue,  who 
were  found  to  obltrufl  the  accountability 
of  the  inlfitution,  have  been  difeonti- 
nued.  Several  Agencies,  created  by  Exe¬ 
cutive  Authority,  on  lalaries  fixed  by 
that  alfo,have  been  I'upprelTed,  and  Ihould 
lugged  the  expediency  of  regulating  that 
power  by  law,  fo  as  to  fubjeft  its  exer- 
ciles  to  Itgiflative  infpettion  and  fanflion. 
Other  reformations  of  the  fame  kind  will 
be  puifued  with  that  caution  which  is 
requilite  in  removing  ufelefs  things,  not 
to  injure  what  is  retained.  But  the  great 
mafs  of  public  officers  is  eliablilhed  by 
law,  and  therefore  by  law  alone  can  be 
aboliOted.  Should  the  Legiflature  deem 
it  expedient  to  pafs  this  roll  in  review, 
and  to  try  all  its  parts  by  public  uti- 
Irty,  they  may  be  allured  of  every  aid 
and  light  which  executive  information 
can  yield. 

Conliderir.g  the  general  tendency  to 
multiply  offices  and  dependencies,  and  to 
encreafe  txpence  to  the  ultimate  term  of 
burthen  which  the  citizen  can  bear,  it 
behoves  us  to  avail  ourfelves  of  every  oc- 
cafion  which  prefents  itfelf  for  taking  off 
the  furcharge:  that  it  never  may  be  feen 
here  that,  after  leaving  to  labour  the 
fmallert  portion  of  its  earnings  on  which 
it  can  fubfift,  Government  (hall  itlelf 
confume  the  refidue  of  what  it  was  initi- 
tuted  to  guard. 

In 
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'  In  our  care  too  of  the  public  contri¬ 
butions  entrufted  to  our  direction,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  multiply  barriers 
againlt  their  dilfipation,  by  appropriat¬ 
ing  ipecific  lums  to  every  Ipecific  pur- 
pole  fufceptible  of  definition  :  by  dif- 
al  lowing  all  applications  of  money  vary¬ 
ing  from  the  appropriation  in  object  or 
tianlcending  it  in  amount  ;  by  reducing 
the  undefined  field  of  contingencies,  and 
thereby  circumfcribing  difcretionary 
powers  over  money  ;  and  by  brin°-ing 
back  to  a  (ingle  department  all  account¬ 
abilities  for  money,  where  the  examina¬ 
tion  may  be  prompt,  efficacious,  and 
uniform. 

An  account  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
pend, cures  cf  the  Jaft  year,  as  prepa.ed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  will, 
as  iilual,  be  laid  before  you.  The  fuc- 
cels  which  has  attended  the  late  bales  of 
he  public  lands  (hews  that,  with  atten¬ 
tion,  they  may  be  made  an  important 
•ource  of  receipt.  Among  the  pavments, 
hole  made  in  difcharge  of  the  principal 
and  intereif  of  the  national  debt  wili  ificW 
that  the  public  faith  has  been  exactly 
maintained.  To  thefe  will  be  added  an 
eitmiate  of  appropriations  necelfary  for 
heenlumg  year.  This  tall  will  ofcmirffi 
be  e/tcaed  by  fuch  modifications  of  the 
iyltem  of  expence  as  you  (hall  think,  pro¬ 
per  to  adopt.  1 

A  liatcment  has  been  formed  by  the 
Secretary  at  War,  on  mature  c  nf, dera¬ 
tion  of  all  the  polfs  and  Ifations  where 
gam  Ions  will  be  expedient,  and  of  the 
number  of  men  requiiite  for  each  garri- 
ton.  The  whole  amount  is  conliderabiy 
m.irt  of  the  prelenr  military  eltabiifb- 
meiu-  For  the  furplus  no  particular  ufe 

nal  n  t  as  .4  IP.  .  1  r 
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«n  be  pointed  out.  For  defence  againlt 
invalion,  their  number  is  as  nothing’^  n  r 
!®  11 :  con  filtered  needful  or  lafe  that  a 
•landing  a, my  fliould  be  kept  up,  in  time 
of  peace.  Uncertain  as  we  mmi  ever  be 
0  the  particular  point  in  our  circumfer¬ 
ence  where  an  enemy  may  chufe  to  invade 
us,  the  only  ioice  which  car,  be  ready  at 
every  point,  ,and  competent  to  oppole 
them,  is  the  body  of  neighbouring 
t-itizens,  as  formed  into  a  miiitia.  O.i 
thefe  collected  from  the  parts  molt  c  n- 
venient,  in  numbers  proportioned  to  the 
invading  force,  it  is  belt  to  rely,  not  only 
to  meet  the  firit  attack,  but  ir  it  threatens 
to  be  permanent,  to  maintain  the  defence 
until  the  regular*  may  he  engaged  to  re¬ 
lieve  them.  Thofeconliderations  render 
»c  important  that  we  fliould,  at  every 
f  union,  continue  to  amend  the  defeats, 
which  from  time  to  time  /hew  theinleives* 


in  the  laws  for  regulating  the  militia, 
until  they  are  fufficiendy  perfefl :  nor 
ffiould  we  now,  or  at  any  time,  feparate, 
until  we  can  fay  we  have  done  every 
thing  for  the  militia  which  we  could 
do,  were  an  enemy  at  our  door. 

The  provifion  of  military  fiores  on 
hand  will  be  laid  before  you,  that  you 
niay  judge  of  the  additions  (fill  repui- 
fite.  1 

With  refpea  to  the  extent  to  which 
our  preparations  fliould  be  carried,  Ibme 
difference  of  opinion  may  be  expecled  to 
appear  ;  but  jnif  attention  to  the  circum- 
dances  of  every  part  of  the  union  will 
doubtlefs  reconcile  all.  A  iinail  force 
will  probably  continue  to  be  wanted  for 
aflual  fervice  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Whatever  annual  film  beyond  that  you 
may  think  pr  per  to  appropriate  to  na¬ 
val  preparations,  would  perhaps  be  bet¬ 
ter  employed  in  providing  thole  articles 
which  may  be  kept  without  walfe  or 
coniumption,  and  be  in  readinels  when 
any  exigence  calls  them  into  ule.  Pro- 
gfc.s  has  b.een  made,  as  will  appear  by 
papers  ro*  communicated,  in  provid¬ 
ing  materials  for  leventy-four  gunffiios. 
as  d. reded  by  law. 

How  far  the  authority  given  by  th? 
Eegillatuie  for  procuring  and  eltablilhing 
litcs  In-  naval  purpoles,  has  been  per- 
tettly  under  (food  and  ptirlued  in  the 
execution,  admits  of  Ibine  doubt.  A 
fiatement  of  the  expenecs  already  in¬ 
curred  on  that  fubjeft  (hall  he  laid  be. 
tore  you.  I  have,  in  certain  calcs,  W- 
pended  or  flackered  thelc  expenditures, 
tfiat  the  Lcgiliature  might  determine 
whether  io  many  yards  are  necefiary  as 
have  been  Con. tinplated.  Fhe  works  at 
this  place  aie  among  thole  permitted  ta 
go  on  ;  a-:d  five  cf  the  leven  frigates 
direded  to  be  laid  up  have  been  brought 
ai  d  laid  up  here,  where,  belides  the  fafety 
of  rneir  polkion,  they  are  under  the 
oye  of  the  Executive  Adminiliratioa, 
as  well  as  its  agenls,  and  where  your. 

•  elves  alio  will  be  guided  by  your  owa 
view,  m  the  legdlative  provifions  rel'peiS. 
mg  them,  which  may  from  time  to  time 
be  necelfary.  They  are  prelerved  in  ffich 
condition,  as  well  the  veffels  as  what¬ 
ever  belongs  to  them,  as  to  be  at  all  time* 
ready  for  lea  on  a  Ibort  warning.  Tw<* 

?K  ler;Lane  ytt  t0  bc  Jaia  UP»  10  loon  as 

•  hey  mall  have  received  the  repairs  reqni. 

.  t0  Put  them  alto  in  a  found  condi- 
tion.  As  a  luperinteuding  officer  will  ' 
be  neceffiiry  at  each  yard,  his  duties  and 
emoluments,  hitherto  fixed  by  the  Exe¬ 
cutive,  will  be  a  more  proper  lubjerf  for 

i-egmaikn. 
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Legation.  A  communication  will  be 
made  of  our  progrcfs  in  the  execution  of 
the  law  refpefting  the  vetlels  directed  to 
be  fold. 

The  fortifications  of  our  harbours, 
more  or  lei's  advanced,  present  confidera- 
tions  of  great  difficulty.  While  f  ine  of 
them  are  on  a  Icale  lufficiently  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  advantages  o',  their  poiition, 
to  the  efficacy  of  their  protetlion,  and 
the  importance  of  the  points  within  it, 
others  are  fo  extenfive,  will  colt  lo  much 
in  the  firlt  ereftion,  fo  much  in  their 
maintenance,  and  requite  Inch  a  force  to 
garrilon  them,  as  to  make  it  quetfion- 
able  what  is  now  belt  to  be  done.  A 
flatement  of  thofe  commenced  or  pro- 
jetted,  of  the  expences  already  incurred, 
and  cftimates  ot  their  luture  colt,  as  fat 
as  can  he  torefeen,  (hall  be  laid  before 
you,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  judge 
whether  anv  alteration  is  neceffiary  in  the 
laws  relpeMing  this  lubjeft. 

Agriculture,  manufafturcs,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  the  four  pillars  ot  out 
profpenty,  are  then  moft  thriving,  when 
left  molt  free  to  individual  enteipriie. 
1’ioteftion  from  calual  etnbanallmenis, 
however,  may  fometitnes  be  leafonably 
interpoled.  If  in  the  comic  of  your 
obfervations  or  inquiries,  they  (liould 
appear  to  need  any  aid,  within  the  limits 
ot  our  conftitutional  powers,  your  leiife 
of  their  importance  is  a  lutiicient  ailur- 
ance  they  will  occupy  your  attention. 
\Ve  cannot,  indeed,  but  all  feel  an 
anxious  folicitude  for  the  difficulties 
under  which  oui  carrying  trade  will  loon 
be  placed.  How  far  it  can  be  relieved, 
otherwile  than  by  time,  is  a  lubjeft  ot  im¬ 
portant  confideration. 

The  judiciary  l'ylfen  ot  the  United 
States,  and  efpeciaily  that  portion  of  it 
recently  erefted,  will  of  courle  prefent 
jtlelf  to  the  contemplation  of  Congiels  ; 
and  that  they  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
proportion  wliich  the  inltitution  beats  to 
the  buftnels  it  has  to  perform,  I  have 
caufed  to  be  procured  from  the  leveral 
States,  and  now  lay  before  Congiels,  an 
exaft  (iatement  of  all  the  caules  decided 
fince  the  firlt  eltablilbment  of  the  Courts, 
and  of  thofe  which  are  depending  when 
additional  courts  and  judges  were  brought 

in  to  their  aid. 

And  while  en  the  judiciary  organiza¬ 
tion  it  will  be  worthy  your  conlidera- 
tion,  whether  the  proteftion  of  the  melli- 
jnable  inlfitution  of  juries  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  the  cales  involving  the 
kcurity  of  our  petUMs  and  property. 
Their  impartial  kleftion  alio  being  elien- 


tial  to  their  value,  we  ought  further  to 
conlider  whether  that  is  fufficiently  fe- 
cured  in  thole  States,  where  they  are 
named  by  a  Marffial  depending  on  exe¬ 
cutive  will,  or  defignated  by  the  Court, 
or  by  Officers  dependant  on  them. 

I  cannot  omit  recommending  a  revifal 
of  the  laws  on  the  lubjeft  of  naturaliza¬ 
tion.  Confidering  the  otdinary  chances 
of  human  life,  a  denial  of  citizenfhip, 
under  a  relidence  ot  14  years,  is  a  denial 
to  a  great  proportion  ot  thofe  who  afk 
it  ;  and  controuls  a  policy  purfued,  from 
their  firft  fettlcment,  by  many  of  thefe 
States,  and  Itiil  believed  of  confequence 
to  their  profperity.  And  (hall  we  relule 
to  the  unhappy  fugitives  from  diitrels, 
that  hofpitality  which  the  lavages  of  the 
.vildernels  extended  to  our  fathers  arriv¬ 
ing  in  this  land  ?  Shall  opprtlled  huma¬ 
nity  find  no  alylum  on  this  globe  ?  I  he 
Conflitution,  indeed,  has  witely  provided 
that,  lor  admilhon  to  certain  offices  of 
important  iruft,  a  refidence  (hall  be  re¬ 
quired  fufficient  todevelope  charafter  and 
delign.  But  might  not  the  general  cha- 
racler  and  capabilities  of  a  citizen  be 
lately  communicated  to  every  one  ma- 
nifefting  a  bona  fide  purpofe  ot  embark¬ 
ing  his  hie  and  fortune  permanently 
with  us?  with  reltriftions,  perhaps,  to 
guatd  againft  the  fraudulent  ulurpation 
of  our  flag  ;  an  abufe  which  brings  lo 
much  tmbari affluent  and  lols  on  the  ge¬ 
nuine  citizen,  and  fo  much  danger  to  the 
nation  of  being  involved  in  war,  that 
no  endeavour  (hould  be  fpared  to  deleft 
ami  opprel's  it. 

Thefe,  Fellow  Citizens,  are  the  mat¬ 
ters  relpefting  the  Hate  of  the  nation, 
which  I  have  thought  of  importance  to  be 
fubmitted  to  your  confideration  of  this 
time.  Some  others  ot  lei's  moment,  or 
not  yet  ready  for  communication,  will 
be  the  lubjeft  of  feparate  meffages.  I 
am  happy  in  this  oppoitunity  ot  com¬ 
mitting  the  arduous  affairs  of  our  Go¬ 
vernment  to  the  colleited  wifdom  of  the 
union. 

No'hing  (hall  be  wai  ting  on  my  past 
to  inform,  as  far  as  is  in  my  power,  the 
iegiflative  judgment,  nor  to  carry  that 
judgment  into  faithful  execution.  The 
prudence  and  temperance  of  your  dif 
cufiions  will  piomote,  within  your  own 
walls,  that  conciliation  which  fo  much 
befriends  rational  conclufion,  and  by  its 
example  will  encourage  among  our  Con¬ 
diments  that  progreffive  opinion  which 
is  tending  to  unite  them  in  cbjeft  and  in 

will _ That  all  Ihculd  be  latisfied  with 

any  one  order  of  things  is  not  to  bu 
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pefled  5  but  1  indulge  the  plealmg 
perfuadon,  that  the  great  body  of  our 
dtizens  will  cordially  concur  in  honeft 
and  difinterefted  efforts,  which  have  for 
the,r  objeft  to  preferve  the  General  and 
Mate  governments  in  their  conlHtu- 
tional  form  and  equilibrium— to  main¬ 
tain  peace  abroad,  and  order  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  laws  at  home— to  eftablilh 
principles  and  practices  of  adminilfration 
favourable  to  the  fecurity  of  liberty  and 
property  and  to  reduce  expences  to 
what  is  necefTary  for  the  ufeful  purpofes 
ox  Government. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


AMERICA  and  the  WEST  INDIES. 
Extraf}  from  the  Ne<w  Providence  Paper, 
of  the  1 6th  March.  \  <2  o 

'  ‘'-Lieutenant  T.  Barnes,  of  the  64th 
regiment,  with  recruits  from  England, 
under  the  command  of  Major  M‘Do- 
nald,  of  the  3d  Weft  India  regiment, 
arrived  lately  at  Martinique,  on  their 
way  to  Jamaica.  While  the  tranfport 
lay  at  anchor,  the  Lieutenant  requefted 
permiffion  to  go  on  ftiore  to  purchafe 
fome  things  he  was  in  want  of,  but  the 
Major  refufed  his  affient,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  fend  his  wife  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  1 

“  The  boar  had  fcarcely  reached  the 
ftmre,  when  the  ffiip  was  difeovered 
getting  under  way  ;  Mrs.  Ba  rnes  im¬ 
mediately  put  to  <ea  with  a  view  of 
regaining  the  vefTel,  but  in  vain,  al¬ 
though  fhe  followed  fora  confiderable 
diftance,  and  was  diftimffly  feen  by  all 
on  board,  ftandingup  in  the  boat,  wav¬ 
ing  her  handkerchief  as  a  fignal  of  her 
approacli  and  danger.  Lieutenant 
/  Barnes  ufed  every  perfuafion  that  love 
and  apprehenfton  could  infpire,  that 
they  would  ftiorten  fail,  but  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  was  inexorable,  and 
purfued  his  courfe.  The  boat  lelfened 
to  the  eye,  while  a  fond  hufband's  fears 
magnified  its  danger — he  anticipated 
the  worft,  and  frantic  with  love  and 
with  defpair,  he  plunged  overboard 
and  periftied. 

“  Mrs.  Barnes,  no  longer  able  to  en¬ 
courage  her  boatmen  to  the  purfuit, 
made  for  the  fliore,  and  providentially 


regained  it;  a  ftranger,  hoover, 
deftitute  of  money  or  clothes,  her  firua- 
tion,  and  the  circumftances  which  led 
to  it,  reached  the  knowledge  of  Admi¬ 
ral  Duckworth,  who,  with  confident 
hmdnefs  and  attention,  received  her 
on  board  his  vefTel,  and  carried  her  to 
Jamaica  to  rejoin  her  hufband  5  but  the 
Iran  (port  (the  Maieftic)  had  arrived  at 
Port  Royal  fome  days  before,  and  the 
firft  found  which  reached  her  on  land¬ 
ing  announced  his  death.” 

A  letter  from  a  Merchant  in  Balti¬ 
more,  dated  23d  March,  fays — “  I  have 
leen  the  Captain  of  the  French  corvette 
La  Bayonaire,  in  24  days  from  Cape 
Erancois  ,  he  fays,  that  Chriltophe, 
Bunel,  and  Defialines,  are  arrelted. 
ot.  Marc  is  fate,  and  Gonaives  is  in  the 
power  of  the  French  ;  Jean  Rabel  is 
lafe.  Many  of  the  Negroes  taken  with 
arms  have  been  brought  back  to  the 
'n  chains,  and  employed 
repairing  the  houfes  they  had  burned, 
many  or  which  are  already  rendered 
habitable.  The  Government-houfe  is 
not  much  damaged,  but  all  the  other 
public_  offices  are  deftroyed.  Petit- 
Ance  is  not  burned.  A  large  convoy 
for  the  u (e  of  the  murdering  Negroes 
had  been  intercepted.  More  than  two 
millions  and  a  halfoffpecie  have  been 
found  in  the  treafury  at  Port  Republi¬ 
can.  They  had  not  yet  liberated  a 
gi eat  number  of  the  white  people  of 
Cape  Francois,  whom  the  Negroes  had 
carried  oft  with  them,  but  feveral  came 
daily  to  the  Cape  from  the  woods, 
where  they  had  kept  concealed.” 
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AMERICA. 

The  Congrefs  have  agreed  to  the  ad- 
m.ffion  ot  the  North  Weltern  Territory 
3s  a  Stare  into  the  Union, 

The  Creek  Indians  being  delirous  of 
making  peace  with  the  Spaniards,  pro- 
poled  to  the  Governor  of  St.  Augultine, 
that  thev  would  deliver  up  to  him  the 
famous  Bowles,  the  Chief  of  one  ot  their 
tribes,  together  with  all  the  Spanilh  pri¬ 
soners,  negroes,  and  property  ot  every  de- 
lcriptjon,  that  they  had  taken  trom  Flo. 
fida  t  In  return,  they  demanded  that  the 
Indian  prifoners  in  the  Spanifh  fortreffes 
Ihould  be  delivered  up,  and  that  the 
Indian  tribes  be  admitted  to  have  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Spanifh  fettJementj 
■which  the  Governor  agreed  to,  on  con¬ 
dition  of  their  leaving  their  arms  on  the 
frontiers.  -V, 

A  -  . 

A  very  lingular  ciroimftance  occurred 
towards  the  end  of  April  at  Baltimore: 
as  the  /hip  Birmingham,  Captain 
M  Carthy,  was  entering  the  river,  the 
mate  blew  out  his  brains  in  the  fore- 
caltle;  and  immediately  afterwards,  a 
young  lady,  a  paflenger  in  the  /hip, 
threw  herfelt  overboard,  and  was  drown¬ 
ed.  The  mate  had  a  wife  and  family 
on  (hore,  and  the  father  and  brother  of 
the  young  lady  were  on  board  the  vefl'el. 
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America  and  the  west  indies. 

i  he  college  of  New  jei  ley  was  lately 
deltroyed  by  lire.  ^ 

Lewies,  the  active  and  enterprilinsj 
I  V^e^ta'n>  has  again  involved 

Ine  ‘Spaniards  in  holtility  with  tlie  In_ 
awns,  on  the  irontiers  of  Emt  florida. 

onies,  v\  it h  a  party  ot  Maclulooky 
J  own  Indians,  plundered  ditterent 
P  antatiom  on  Sr,  John’s  River,  and 

deitidyed 
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FOREIGN  INTELLIGENCE. 

deftr,oyed  an  extensive  fettlement  form-  in g  five  young  children 
ea  by  Judge  Hall  at  the  Meranzas,  to  ~c —  ’  r  '  ■  *  ■ 

the  foil th ward  of  St.  Augerftine,  and 
advancing  within  a  few  miles  cf  that 
city,  carried  away  feveral  women,  mur¬ 
dered  fome  men,  and  deftroyed  fuch 
property  as  they  could  not  remove. 

Thefe  meafures  exafperating  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  they  murdered  fome  friendly 
Greeks  who  were  amonglt  them  for  the 
file  of  firs,  and  thus  commenced  a  war 
which  has  already  been  fatal  to  all  the 
new  fettlements  in  Florida;  the  Spa¬ 
niards  being  unable  to  render  them  pro-( 
teftion,  the  thinly  (battered  inhabitants 
have  fled  in  every  direction  for  fafety. 

The  whole  force  in  the  province,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Militia,  is  not  equal  to 
nieet  three  hundred  Indians  in  the 
woods. 

The  brig  Induftry  (ailed  from  Ha¬ 
lifax,  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  15th  No¬ 
vember,  for  St.John’s,  having  24  per- 
lons  on  board,  16  of  whom  were  paf- 
fengers,  and  among!!  them  a  lady  and 
her  three  infant  children.  —  On  the 
evening  of  the  xoth  following,  then  70 
miles  Welt  of  Sea  Ifle,  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  the  vefiel  was  difcovered  to  be 
on  fire,  and  the  flames  by  ten  o’clock 
had  extended  to  every  part,  and  com 
pelled  the  crew  and  paflengers  to  take 
ter  the  boat,  which,  only  16  feet  long, 
and  without  provifions,  put  to  fea — the 
wind  blew  Itrong  off  land,  and  the 
waves  ran  tremendoufly  high  ;  on  the 
day  following,  two  men  died  of'coldnnd 
fatigue  ;  and  on  the  3d  day,  the  lady 
and  her  three  children  perifhed  through 
want.— On  the  6th  day,  five  only  of  the 
2 4-  remained  alive,  and  the  furvivors 
were  fo  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  throw 
the  dead  overboard— they  are  part  of 
one  man,  and  with  this  exception,  had 
not  tailed  food  for  feven  days. — On  the 
7th,  they  were  picked  up  by  a  vefiel 
which  carried  them  to  Yarmouth  (N.S.) 
where  they  died  immediately  after, and 
three  others  loft  the  ufe  of  their  limbs, 
in  confequence  of  the  froft. 

The  following  diltreffing  occur,, 
rences  lately  took  place  at  Utica,  in  the 
county  of  Chenango. — The  wife  of 
Mr.  Herrick,  a  refpeftable  farmer,  far 
advanced  in  pregnancy,  was  employed 
in  giving  medicine  to  a  lick  cow,  when 
the  animal  by  a  fudden  motion  of  her 
head,  (truck  one  of  her  horns  into  the 
body  of  Mrs.  Herriok  ; — the  wound 
was  of  fuch  nature,  that  the  bowels 
fell  from  it,  and  the  poor  woman,  after 
languifiiing  for  five  days,  expired,  leav- 
Voi  .  XLI,  A?r:l  :  Sox, 
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,  — o  - . —  A  (hort  time 

after,  bufinefs  took  Mr.  Herrick  acrofs 
the  river,  which  fronted  his  houfe,  and 
returning  in  the  evening,  his  courfe  had 
been,  by  fome  accident,  removed,  and 
the  dream  being  deep  and  rapid,  he  was 
unable  to  regain  his  habitation  ;  and  it 
was  therefore  neceflary  that  he  (hould 
wait  upon  the  bank  till  morning  :  about 
ten  o’clock,  however,  he  faw  a  volume 
of  fmoke  arife  from  his  houfe,  which 
prefently  after  became  involved  in 
flames  :  he  heard  his  children’s  (hrieksj 
when,  regardle-fs  of  the  peril  of  the  aft, 
he  plunged  into  the  current,  and 
reached  the  bank;  but  alas!  natme 
was  exhaufted  in  the  druggie,  and  he 
lived  only  to  hear  that  his  houfe  and 
all  his  little  wealth  had  been  reduced  to 
afhes,  and  that  three  of  his  infants  had 
perifhed  in  the  flames. 

Confpiracy  of  the  Blacks  in  America— 
The  eftablilhment  of  a  Negro  govern¬ 
ment  in  St.  Domingo  has  encouraged 
the  Blacks  in  America  to  new  efforts 
(or  the  attainment  of  equality,  and  it 
appears  that  a  well-organized  (cheme  of 
revolt  has  recently  been  difcovered  and 
defeated. 

The  following  letter  was  found  in  the 
poflelfion  of  a  Negro  in  Halifax  Town, 
North  Carolina,  and  has  been  fubmitted 
by  the  Executive  to  the  Legiflative  Bo¬ 
dies,  with  numerous  other  documents 
to  the  fame  effeft  : 

“  Sir,— It  is  with  pleafure  I  inform 
you,  for  your  confolation,  that  we 
meet  a  great  number  of  our  reprefen- 
tatives  without  giving  the  leaft  room 
for  doubt  or  fufpicion.  We  had  intel¬ 
ligence  from  almoft  all  parts,  that  our 
intentions  have  fuccefsfully  fpread  with 
the  greateft  fecrecy,  and  meet  with 
unanimous  approbation  among  our  fel¬ 
low-  Fufderers.  I  hope  you  will  be  true 
to  your  truft,  and  quit:  yourfelves  like 
brave  men  ;  for  we  (1H1  molt  certainly 
fucceed  without  difficulty,  if  our 
fcheme  is  not  difcovered  before  hand;' 
and  there  is  but  one  in  a  family  to  know 
it  until  the  time  is  arrived.  I  do  not 
•apprehend  much  danger  of  that,  and 
as  for  the  poor  fort  that  have  no  blacks, 
if  any  fuch  (liould  efcape,  I  doubt  npc 
but  the  general  conflagration  of  hcufes 
and  fodder,  flacks,  &c.  will  ftrike  fuch 
damp  on  their  fpirits,  that  they  will  not 
only  be  willing  to  acknowledge  Iibetty 
and  equality,  but  be  glad  to  nurchate 
their  lives  at  any  price.  Reft  afi"ured, 
that  our  tyrants  thall  foon  be  taught- 
tbat  lefibn  by  our  Reoielerrtarives,  that 
U  'J  -hum^nrcy 
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humanity  never  yet  had  taught  them, 
that  they  (hall  know  the  breath  of  li. 
berty  is  as  free  for  us  as  for  themfelves. 
From  your  true  friend  in 

LIBERTY  or  DEATH. 

**  The  Reprefentative  of  the  Roan- 


oak  Company  fpoke  his  political  fentt- 
ments  fo  handfomely  on  a  new  fcheme, 
that  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  that 
if  this  did  not  take  place,  it  fhould  im¬ 
mediately  be  put  in  execution,  as  we 
are  determined  on  Liberty  or  Death.” 
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A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER 


BY  THOMAS  HUTCHINS,  ESC^. 
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'pHE  great  length  and  uncommon  "  ened 
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.  depth  of  this  river,  and  the  ex- 
ceifive  mudcLmefs  and  falubrious  qua- 
Waters>  after  its  juntHon  with 
tne  Millouri,  are  very  lingular  *.  The 
direfhon  of  the  channel  is  fo  crooked, 
that  from  New  Orleans  to  the  mouth  of 
t.ie  Ohio,  a  diftance  which  does  not 
exceed  460  miles  in  a  ftraight  line,  is 
about  356  by  water.  It  may  be  fhort- 


at  lead  250  miles,  by  cutting 


acrofs  eight  or  ten  necks  of  land,  fome 
of  w'hich  are  not  thirty  yards  i  hie. 
Charlevoix  relates,  that  in  the  year 
17^2,  at  Point  Coupee,  or  Cut  Point, 
the  river  made  a  great  turn,  and  fome 
Canadians,  by  deepening  the  channel 
ofa  fmall  brook,  diverted  the  waters  of 
the  river  into  it.  The  impetuofity  of 
the  dream  was  fo  violent,  and  the  foil 


dime.1"  Tt  °f  thiS  haS  be-en  f0Und  3  fedi>Tient  of  two  inches  of 

the  hotted  ieafrns  of  the  ,  e*,rernfd}  who!efome  and  well  faded,  and  very  cool  in 
thev  are  in  the  flrono-eft  f^e  rowe|s>  wha  are  then  employed,  drink  of  it  when 

inhabitants  of  N™n  .  ,>erlPlratlon>  antl  "ever  receive  any  bad  effects  from  it.  The 
habitants  or  New  Orleans  ule  no  other  water  than  that  of  the  river,  which  bv 
keeping  in  jars,  bepomes  perfectly  clear.  ’  ’  y 

of 


®F  fo  rich  and  loofe  a  quality,  that,  in 
a  (hort  time,  the  point  was  entirely  cut 
through,  and  travellers  faved  fourteen 
leagues  of  their  voyage.  The  old  bed 
has  no  water  in  it,  the  times  of  the 
periodical  overflowings  only  excepted. 
The  new  channel  has  been  lince  found¬ 
ed  faith  a  line  of  thirty  fathoms,  with¬ 
out  finding  bottom. 

In  the  fpring  floods  the  Mifliflippi  is 
very  high,  and  the  current  fo  ftrong, 
that  with  difficulty  it  can  be  afcended  ; 
but  that  difadvantage  is  compenfated 
by  eddies  or  counter  currents,  which 
always  run  in  the  bends  clofe  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  with  nearly  equal 
velocity  again  It  the  itream,  and  afllft 
the  afcending  boats.  The  current  at 
this  feafon  defcends  at  the  rate  of  about 
five  miles  an  hour.  In  autumn,  when 
the  waters  are  low,  it  does  not  run  falter 
than  two  miles,  but  it  is  rapid  in  fuch 
parts  of  the  river  as  have  chillers  of 
iflands,  flioals,  and  land-banks.  The 
circumference  of  many  of  thefe  flioals 
being  feveral miles, the  voyageis  longer, 
and  in  lonie  parts  more  dangerous, 
than  in  the  fpring.  The  merchandize 
neceflary  for  the  commerce  of  the  upper 
fettlements  on  or  near  the  Mifliflippi,  is 
conveyed  in  the  fpring  and  autumn  in 
batteaux  rowed  by  eighteen  or  twenty 
men,  and  carrying  about  forty  tons. 
From  New  Orleans  to  the  Illinois  the 
voyage  is  commonly  performed  in  eight 
often  weeks.  A  prodigious  number 
of  iflands,  fome  of  which  are  of  great 
extent,  interlperfe  that  mighty  river. 
Its  depth  increafes  as  you  afcend  it. 
Its  waters,  after  overflowing  its  banks 
below'  the  river  Ibberville,  never  re¬ 
turn  within  them  again.  Thefe  An¬ 
gularities  diftinguifli  it  from  every 
other  river  in  the  known  w'orld.  Be¬ 
low  New  Orleans  the  land  begins  to  be 
very  low  on  both  fides  of  "the  river 
acrofs  the  country,  and  gradually  de¬ 
clines  as  it  approaches  nearer  to  the 
fea.  This  point  of  land,  which,  in  the 
Treaty  ot  Peace  in  1762,  is  miftaken 
for  an  illand,  is  to  all  appearance  of  no 
long  date  ;  for  in  digging  ever  fo  little 
below  the  iurface,  you  find  water  and 
great  quantities  of  trees.  The  mtiny 
beeches  and  breakers,  as  well  as  inlets, 
which  arole  out  of  the  channel  within 
the  lad  half  century,  at  the  feveral 
mouths  ot  the  river,  are  convincing 
proofs  that  this  peninfala  was  wholly 
formed  in  the  fame  manner.  And  it  is 
certain,  that  when  La  Salle  failed  down 
the  Miiliifippi  to  the  fea,  the  opening 


of  that  river  was  very  different  from 
what  it  is  at  prefent. 

The  nearer  you  approach  to  the  fea, 
this  truth  becomes  more  liriking.  The 
bars  that  crofs  molt  of  thefe  fmall  chan¬ 
nels,  opened  by  the  current,  have  been 
multiplied  by  means  of  the  trees  car¬ 
ried  down  with  the  dreams  ;  one  of 
which  dopped  by  its  roots  or  branches, 
in  a  lhallotv  part,  is  fufficierit  to  obdrufil 
the  pafl’age  of  thoufands  more,  and  to 
fix  them  at  the  fame  place.  Such  col- 
leftions  of  trees  are  daily  feen  between 
the  Balize  and  the  Miflouri,  which 
fingly  would  fupply  the  larged  city  in 
Europe  with  fuel  for  feveral  years.  No 
human  force  being  fufficientfor  remov¬ 
ing  them,  the  mud  carried  down  by 
the  river  ferves  to  bind  and  cement 
them  together.  They  are  gradually 
covered,  and  every  inundation  not  on¬ 
ly  extends  their  length  and  breadth, 
but  adds  another  layer  to  their  height. 
In  lefs  than  ten  years  time,  canes  and 
fhrubs  grow  on  them,  and  form  points 
and  iflands  which  forcibly  lhift  the  bed 
of  the  river. 

Nothing  can  be  affected,  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  refpeilingits  length.  Its  fource 
is  not  known,  but  fuppofed  to  be  up¬ 
wards  of  5000  miles  from  the, fea  as  the 
river  runs.  We  only  know,  that  from 
St.  Anthony’s  falls,  it  glides  with  a 
pleafant  clear  Itream,  and  becomes  com¬ 
paratively'  narrow  before  its  junction 
with  the  Miflouri,  the  muddy  waters 
of  which  immediately  dtfcoiour  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  to  the  lea.  Its 
rapidity,  breadth,  and  other  peculiari¬ 
ties,  then  begin  to  give  it  the  majetlic 
appearance  of  the  Miflouri,  which 
affords  a  more  extenlive  navigation, 
and  is  a  longer,  broader,  and  deeper 
river  than  the  Mifliflippi.  It  has  been 
afcended  by  French  traders  about  twelve 
or  thirteen  hundred  miles,  and  from 
the  depth  of  water,  and  breadth  of  the 
river,  at  that  diitance,  it  appeared  to  be 
navigable  many  miles  further. 

From  the  Miflouri  river  to  nearly 
oppolite  the  Ohio,  the  weilern  bank  of 
the  Mifliflippi  is  (fome  few  places  ex¬ 
cepted)  higher  than  the  eaftern.  From 
Mine  au  ter  to  the  Ibberville,  the  eaft¬ 
ern  bank  is  higher  than  the  weltern, 
on  wliich  there  is  not  a  Angle  difcern- 
ible  riling  or  eminence  the  didance  of 
750  miles.  From  the  Ibberville  to  the 
fea,  there  are  nq  eminences  on  either 
fide,  though  the  eaftern  bank  appears 
rather  the  higher  of  the  two,  as  far 
tbs  Englilh  turn.  I  hence  the  banks 
1  ‘  2  gradually 
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gradually  diminilh  in  height  to  the 
mouths  of  the  river,  where  they  are 
not  two  or  three  feet  higher  than  the 
common  furface  of  the  water. 

The  (lime  which  the  annual  floods  of 
the  river  MilTiflippi  leaves  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  adjacent  fhores  may  be  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  the  Nile,  which  de- 
pofits  a  fimilar  manure,  and  for  many 
centuries  part  has  infured  the  fertility 
of  Egypt.  When  its  banks  lhall  have 
been  cultivated  as  the  excellency  of  its 
foil  and  temperature  of  the  climate  de- 
ferve,  its  population  will  equal  that  of 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  trade, 
wealth,  and  power,  of  America,  will,  at 
fome  future  period,  depend,  and  per¬ 
haps  centre  upon  the  MilTiflippi.  This 
alfo  refembles  the  Nile  in  the  number 
of  its  mouths,  all  ifluing  into  a  Tea  that 
may  be  compared  to  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  which  is  bounded  on  the  North 
and  South  by  the  two  Continents  of 
Europe  and  Africa,  as  the  Mexican  Bay 
is  by  North  and  South  America.  The 
fmaller  mouths  of  this  river  might  be 
eafily  flopped  up,  by  means  of  thole 
floating  trees  with  which  theriver  dur¬ 
ing  the  floods  is  always  covered.  The 
whole  force  of  the  channel  being  unit¬ 
ed,  the  only  opening  then  left  would 
probably  grow  deep  as  well  as  the  bar. 

An  objection  has  been  often  made  by 
mifinformed  men,  otherwife  of  great 
abilities,  who  too  creduloully  believed 
that  the  navigation  of  the  MilTiflippi 
river,  on  account  of  its  rapid  current, 
was  more  difficult  than  it  is  in  reality. 
It  appears  from  the  calculation  made 
by  feveral  Ikilful  and  experienced  tra¬ 
vellers,  that  in  the  autumn,  when  the 
waters  are  low,  the  current  defcends  at 
the  rate  of  about  one  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  in  an  hour  ;  and  that  the  waters 
are  in  this  Hate  more  than  one  half  of 
the  year.  In  the  fpring,  when  the 
frelhes  are  up,  or  at  their  greateft 
height,  the  current  runs  at  the  rate  of 
five  or  fix  miles.  It  is  true  that  the 
navigation  would  be  difficult  at  that 
feafon,  to  thofe  who  fail  or  row  up 
again  It  the  ftream  ;  but  there  is  no 
example  of  fuch  folly.  When  the 
waters  of  this  river  are  high,  the  com¬ 
modities  and  produce  of  the  interior 
country  are  gathered  and  prepared  for 
exportation  with  the  defcending  cur¬ 
rent.  And  when  the  waters  are  low, 
the  produce  of  the  interior  country  is 
growing  to  maturity.  This  is  the  time 
for  the  navigator’s  importation.  Great 
advantages  are  likewife  taken  then  from 


eddy  currents.  At  prefent  there  are 
fewbuilders  Ikilful  enough  to  conflrudt 
vefl'els  better  calculated  for  that  navi¬ 
gation  than  thofe  already  mentioned. 
Time  and  experience  will  doubtlefs 
produce  improvements,  and  render  the 
navigation  of  this  river  nearly  as  cheap 
as  any  other.  But  that  the  Miffiffippi 
can  anfwer  every  purpofe  of  trade  and 
commerce,  is  proved  to  a  demonftra- 
tion,  by  the  rapid  progrefs  the  French, 
German,  and  Arcadian  inhabitants  on 
that  river  have  made.  They  have  at¬ 
tained  a  ftate  of  opulence  never  before 
To  Toon  acquired  in  any  new  country. 
And  this  was  effected  under  all  the  dif- 
couragements  of  an  indolent  and  rapa¬ 
cious  government.  It  may  be  further 
alferted,  that  no  country  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  or  perhaps  in  the  univerfe,  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Miflif- 
fippi  in  fertility  of  foil  and  temperature 
of  climate.  Both  fides  of  this  river  are 
truly  remarkable  for  the  very  great 
diverfity  and  luxuriancy  of  their  pro¬ 
ductions.  They  might  probably  be 
brought,  from  the  favourablenefs  of  the 
climate,  to  produce  twoannual  crops  of 
Indian  corn  as  well  as  rice,  and  with 
little  cultivation  would  furniffi  grain  of 
every  kind  in  the  greateft  abundance. 
But  this  value  is  not  confined  to  the 
fertility  and  immenfity  of  champaign 
lands  ;  their  timber  is  as  fine  as  any  in 
the  world,  and  the  quantities  of  live 
and  other  oak,  afh,  mulberry,  walnut, 
cherry,  cyprefs,  and  cedar,  are  aftonilh- 
ing.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  Mif- 
fiflippi,  befides,  furnifhes  the  richefl 
fruits  in  great  variety,  particularly 
grapes,  oranges,  and  lemons,  in  the 
higlielt  perfection.  It  produces  fi Ik, 
cotton,  faflafras,  faffron,  and  rhubarb  ; 
is  peculiarly  adapted  for  hemp  and  flax, 
and  in  goodnefs  of  tobacco  equals  the 
Brazils  ;  and  indigo  is  at  this  prelent  a 
ftaple  commodity,  which  commonly 
yields  the  planter  from  three  to  four 
cuttings.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  rich 
or  rare  in  the  moil  defirable  climates 
in  Europe,  Teems  natural  to  fuch  a 
degree  on  the  MilTiflippi,  that  France, 
though  Ihe  Tent  few  or  no  emigrants 
into  Louifiana  but  decayed  foldiers,  or 
perfons  in  indigent  circumftances  (and 
thefe  very  poorly  fupplied  with  the 
implements  of  hulbandry),  Toon  began 
to  dread  a  rival  in  her  colony,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  cultivation  of  vines,  from 
which  Ihe  prohibited  the  colonifts  un¬ 
der  a  very  heavy  penalty  ;  yet  foil  and 
fituation  triumphed  over  all  political 
i''  reftraints, 


reflraints,  and  _ uie 

end  of  the  war  in  1762,  were  very  little 
inferior  to  the  moll  ancient  fettlements 
ot  America  in  all  the  modern  refine- 
nients  of  luxury. 

The  Mifflfflppi  furnilhes  in  great 
p  enty  feyeral  forts  of  filh,  particularly 
perch,  pike,  fturgeon,  eel,  and  calts 
.  a  monftrous  fize.  Craw  filh  abound 
in  this  country  ;  they  are  in  every  part 
ot  the  earth  ;  and  when  the  inhabitants 
choofe  a  dilh  ot  them,  they  fend  to  their 
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the  adventurers,  at  the  gardens,  where  they  have  a  fmall  pond 

dug  for  that  purpole,  and  are  fure  of 

fYPH-ino*  -  _ _ a  1  .  1 


getting  as  many  as  they  have  occafion. 
for.  A  dilh  of  Ihrimps  is  as  eafily  pro¬ 
cured  :  by  hanging  a  fmall  canvas  bag 
with  a  bit  of  meat  in  it  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  and  letting  it  drop  a  little 
below  the  furface  of  the  water,  in  a  few 
hours  a  lufficient  quantity  will  have 
got  into  the  bag.  Shrimps  are  found 
in  the  Milfilfippi  as  far  as  the  Natchez, 
34.8  miles  from  the  fea. 


TIflan°d0o7'nf  Lett£r  W3S  ex!rafled  an  old  book  of  manufcript  in  the 
lUand  of  Jamaica,  containing  alfo  Venable’s  Narrative  „,;,h  i  •  1  , 

political  d  lieu  (lions  and  memoirs  durin-  the  century  Mr  in"  T* 

valuable  fur vev  of  Jamaica  0  •  '  tmT  Mr.  Long,  m  his 

deferred  by  moll  of  his  crew  his  excruciating  Pains  tde  gout, 

enemies,  he  had  no  resource  but  o  Z  u  l  exhaurfted’  and  the  native  his 

his  way  to  St  DomTngoTn  an  I,  dian  c  ch“Je  1  truftX  fervant’s 

pH  filed,  entrufted,  as  iflhmiid  feem,  withdm  foflotbg  letS^and^7  aCC°m’ 
therein  mentioned.  Whether  rbic  onowing  letter,  and  the  papers 

Court  does  not  appear  ]  ^  "Cr  t0Und  ltS  wa>r  t0  Spanilh 

LETTER  FROM  CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS  TO  THE  KING  OF 

SPAIN.  ^  °* 


SJR’  Jamaica ,  1503. 

J^iego  Mendes,  and  the  papers  I  fend 
by  him,  will  (hew  your  Hi°hnefs 
what  rich  mines  of  gold  I  have  difco- 
vered  in  Veragua  ;  and  how  I  intended 
to  have  left  my  brother  at  the  river  Ber¬ 
lin,  it  the  judgments  of  Heaven,  and 
the  greatell  misfortunes  in  the  world, 
bad  not  prevented  it.  However,  it  is 
fufficient  that  your  Highnefs  and  fuc- 
celiors  will  have  the  glory  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  all,  and  that  the  full  dilcovery 
and  fettleinent  are  referved  for  happier 
perfons  than  the  unfortunate  Coium- 
bus.  If  God  be  fo  merciful  to  me,  as  ’ 
to  con du ft  Mendes  to  Spain,  I  doubt 
not  but  he  will  make  your  Highnefs 
and  my  great  Miftrefs  underhand  that 
this  will  not  only  be  a  Caftle  and  Law, 
but  a  difcoveiy  of  a  world  of  fuhjecfs, 
lands,  and  wealth,  greater  than  man’s 
unbounded  fancy  could  ever  compre¬ 
hend,  or  avarice  itfelf  covet.  But  nei ¬ 


ther  he,  this  paper,  nor  the  tongue  of 

m°ftaLmoan'  can  exPrels  the  anguilh 
and  afflictions  of  my  mind  and  body, 
nor  the  nnfery  and  dangers  of  my  fon, 
brother,  and  friends.  For  here  already 
we  have  been  above  ten  months  lodged 
on  the  open  decks  of  our  fhips,  that 
are  run  on  fhore  and  lalhed  together. 
J  Hole  of  my  men  that  were  well  have 
mutinied  under  the  Perras  of  Seville  - 
my  friends  that  were  faithful  are  now 
lick  and  dying.  We  have  delfroyed 
t  ie  Indians’  provifions,  fo  that  they 
abandon  us  all  $  therefore  we  are  like 
to  penlh  by  hunger  5  and  thefemiferies 
are  accompanied  with  fo  many  aggra¬ 
vating  circumitances,  that  it  renders  me 
the  moil  wretched  objeft  of  misfortune 
this  world  /hall  ever  fee  j  as  if  the  dif- 
p  lea  lure  of  Heaven  feconded  the  envy 
of  Spain,  and  would  puniffl  As  criminal 
thele  undertakings  and  meritorious 
lervices.  Good  Heaven,  and  you  Holy 

Saints, 
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Saints  that  dwell  in  it,  let  the  King 
Don  Ferdinand, and  my  illuftrious  Mil- 
trefs  Donna  Ifabella,  know,  that  I  am 
the  molt  mil'erable  man  living,  and  that 
my  zeal  for  their  fervice  and  intereft 
hath  brought  me  to  it,  for  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  live  and  have  afflictions  equal  to 
mine.  I  fee,  and  with  hoi  101  appre¬ 
hend  my  own,  and  (for  my  fake)  thefe 
unfortunate  and  deferving  people’s  de- 
ftruttion.  Alas  !  Piety  and  Jultice 
have  retired  to  their  regions  above  ; 
and  it  is  a  crime  to  have  done  or  have 
promifed  too  much.  As  my  mifeiy 
makes  my  life  a  burthen  to  myfelt,  fo  I 
fear  the  empty  titles  of  Perpetual  Vice¬ 
roy  and  Admirals  render  me  obnoxious 
to  the  Spanilh  nation.  It  is  vifible 
enouo-h,  that  all  methods  are  made  ufe 
of  to°cut  the  thread  that  is  breaking  ; 
for  I  am  in  my  old  age  opprelfed  with  in- 
fupportable  pains  of  the  gout,  and  am 
now  languifhing  and  expiring  with 
that,  and  other  infirmities,  among 
favages  where  I  have  neither  medicines 
nor  provifions  tor  the  body  ;  piieft  noi 
facrament  for  the  foul  ;  my  men  mu- 
tining  ;  my  brother,  my  fon,  and  thofe 
that  are  faithful,  fick,  flarving,  and 
dying;  the  Indians  have  abandoned 
us ;  and  his  Grace  of  Saint  Domingo, 
Obando,  has  fent  rather  to  fee  it  I  am 
dead,  than  to  fuccour  us,  or  to  bury 
me  alive  here  \  for  his  boat  neither 
delivered  a  letter,  or  fpoke,  or  would 
receive  any  from  us.  I  therefore  con¬ 
clude  your  Highnefs’s  officers  intend 
that  here  my  voyage  and  life  fhould 
end.  Oh  blefled  Mother  of  God  !  who 
compaffionates  the  moft  mifernble  and 
oppreffcd  !  why  did  not  Cenell  *  Bou- 
vadilla  kill  me,  when  he  robbed  me  and 
my  brother  of  our  dearly-purcliafed 
gold,  and  fent  us  to  Spain  in  chains, 


without  trial,  crime,  or  tliadow  of  one  ? 
Thefe  chains  are  all  the  treasures  I  have, 
and  they  (hall  be  buried  with  me,  if  I 
chance  to  have  a  coffin  or  grave  ;  tor  l 
would  have  the  remembrance  of  fo  un- 
jult  and  tragical  an  aft  die  with  me, 
and  for  the  glory  of  the  Spanilh  name 
be  eternally  forgotten.  Had  it  been  fo 
(oh  blefled  Virgin  !)  Obando  would 
not  have  found  us  for  ten  or  twelve 
months  perifhing  through  malice  as 
great  as  our  misfortunes.  Oh  !  let  it 
not  bringa  further  infamy  on  the  Cafli- 
lian  name,  nor  let  future  ages  know 
there  were  wretches  fo  vile  in  this  as  to 
think  to  recommend  themfelves  to  Don 
Ferdinand  by  deltroying  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  milerable  Chriltopher  Colum¬ 
bus,  not  for  his  crimes,  but  for  his  pre¬ 
tences  to  difcover  and  to  give  to  Spain 
a  new  world  !  It  was  you,  oh  Heaven, 
that  infpired  and  conduced  me  to  it  ! 
do  you  therefore  weep  tor  me, and  (hew 
pity  ;  let  the  earth,  and  every  foul  in 
it  that  loves  jultice  and  mercy,  weep  for 
me  ;  and  you,  oh  glorified  Saints  of 
God,  who  know  my  innocence,  and 
fee  my  fufferings,  have  mercy  on  this 
prefent  age,  which  is  too  envious  and 
obdurate  to  weep  for  me  !  Surely  thofe 
who  are  unborn  vy ill  do  it,  when  they 
are  told,  that  Chriliopher  Columbus, 
with  his  own  fortune,  at  the  hazard  of 
his  own  and  brother’s  lives,  with  little 
or  no  expence  to  the  Crown  of  Spain, 
in  twenty  years  and  four  voyages,  ren¬ 
dered  greater  fervices  than  ever  mortal 
man  did  to  prince  or  kingdom  ;  yet 
was  futfered  to  periffi  without  being 
charged  with  the  lead  crime,  poor  and 
miferable,all  but  his  chains  being  taken 
from  him  :  fo  that  he  who  gave  Spam 
another  world,  had  neither  in  that, 
nor  in  the  old  world,  a  cottage  for  him- 


*  This  man,  a  Spanifh  Knight,  and  a  favourite  at  Court,  when  Columbus  was 
r >  1  I-i  wrislentcut  with  a  commifiion  toenqmre  into  Ins  condu<5K 

SrhaTbee,  feprefented  to  his  Sovereign,  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  as  cruel,  covetous 
He  had  b  P  tvrannical  •  but  it  was  thought  his  greatett  crime  was,  that 

1  -x  ,,0  jnoKl-  As  his  ruin  was  predetermined,  it  was  eafy  to  find  acculeis. 

H'f  css 

,y  e  if  Vav  ,  he  let  fail  with  four  fmall  barks,  and  touching  at  the  port  o 
the  property  of  which  he  (Columbus)  had  been  robbed,  had  penllied  miferably.  ^ 
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felf  or  his  wretched  family  !  But  fhould^the  fons  and  brothers  of  him,  who  has 
Heaven  ft.ll  perfecute  me,  and  feem  broWht  Soain  immenf,  ^ W  °  ^ 


Heaven  dill  perfecute  me,  and  feem 
dilpleafed  with  what  I  have  done,  as  if 
the  difcovery  of  this  new  world  be  fatal 
to  the  Old,  and  as  a  punilhment  bring 
my  life  in  this  miferable  place  to  its 
tatal  period  ;  yet,  oh  good  angels  ' 
you  that  (uccour  the  opprefTed  and 
innocent,  bring  this  paper  to  my  great 
Mi  It  refs  ;  (lie  knows  how  much  I  "have 
fullered  lor  her  glory  and  fervice,  and 

VV  'ill  I  \  /  L  _  J  * 


f  —  dim  iur  wiiac  envious,  malic 

va  ;e  ojuit  and  pious  as  not  to  let  grateful  people  do  now. 


brought  Spain  immenfe  riches,  and 
added  to  it  vail  and  unknown  kino-, 
doms  and  empires,  want  bread  or  live 
on  alms  !  She,  if  lire  lives,  will  confider 
that  cruelty  and  ingratitude  will  pro¬ 
voke  Heaven,  and  that  the  wealth  I 
have  difcovered  will  ftir  up  all  man¬ 
kind  to  revenge  and  rapine,  fo  that  the 
nation  may  chance  to  fuffer  hereafter 
for  what  envious,  malicious,  and  up- 
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